
In  this
issue. . . 

! “TWO@10:25” to cry out to God

! Helmets of Hope ministry
continues to expand; to hold two
fundraisers....

! One, a motorcycle fun ride!...

! The other an online self-funding
campaign

! Congratulations to our graduates!

! A final reminder to Knoll News
“subscribers”

! Ride your bike for fun and fitness
on Saturday, June 4

! We'll host a summer learning
beginning next month

! This and more in your KNOLL
NEWS!
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And from Bill. . .                 by Bill Coley

“In the Bible, lots
of people pray

hard, especially
when they’re

troubled,
challenged, or
overwhelmed.”

So we’re going to start praying just before Sunday
worship begins. We’re not going to pray long - two
minutes, is in the name of the experience - but we’re
going to pray... and pray hard.

Primarily out of desperation, I must confess. We
need new ideas, a new imagination, and, most of all,
a new hope for the future of our church. Sunday
worship attendance numbers have dropped
considerably in the last several years, and in this
current season reflect an organization that cannot that
maintain its current form indefinitely. 

The view of the empty pews from the
platform as the Praise Team leads
singing in our worship’s opening
moments is sometimes debilitating to
my spirit; it no longer surprises me
when I struggle to corral my
disappointment before its effects on my
demeanor become too apparent.

So we’re going to pray hard.

We’ve tried hard: The screen. The
audio system. The website. The
evolution of my preaching style. The
move toward a more connected and
modern Sunday morning culture. None
of those worked.

I tried hard. I read books, searched online forums,
circulated ideas, engaged with colleagues. I learned
some things, grew a bit as a pastor, but in the end,
none of those things worked. So we’re going to pray
hard for guidance, for direction, and encouragement.

Encouragement is an elusive commodity in many
modern churches. Encouragement is not the
resolution of issues; it’s not a fix to what ails us. It’s
rather like the parent who walked beside you when
you learned to ride a bike, the one who picked you
up when you fell, helped wipe off the damage, sat
you back on the seat, then assured you that,
appearances to the contrary notwithstanding, you
were doing well and would eventually succeed.

We’re going to pray hard.

Now, have no doubt: God has been encouraging us.
The early growth spurt of our Helmets of Hope
ministry has surprised and delivered the word that
God has something good in store for our church....
But it’s perniciously simple to lose touch with hope,
even in the company of such a powerful witness.

The summer learning program we’re about to host is
another sign that God has plans for us. For some
time we’ve searched for ways to make a difference to

our neighborhood. This program,
though only six weeks in length, will
allow us to do so; who knows - it
might even become an annual event....
But such satisfaction is often not
enough to fend off the dispiriting effect
of our attendance and financial
numbers, at least for me.

So we’re going to pray hard.

If you’re thinking we should have
prayed hard long before now, I agree,
though there is a difference this time.
We’ve prayed hard as individuals, in
board meetings and Sunday groups,
and in one-on-one conversations.
Basically, we’ve conducted a

representative form of prayer. This new hard praying
will come from all of us... at least from all who join
us up front in the moments before worship. Strength
in numbers.

In the Bible, lots of people pray hard, especially
when they’re troubled, challenged, or overwhelmed.
Moses did. Job did. King David did. Jesus did.
That’s pretty good company.

What will result from our hard praying? I don’t
know. But I know I need it...and we need
it...whatever it will be. Please join us for
TWO@10:25 beginning this Sunday.

N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e

YMCA summer learning program to use
our building for six weeks
We're excited to report that we have decided to welcome a summer
learning program for students in grades 1-4 that is managed by the Moline
YMCA and will begin next month. We laid out the
basics of the program in last month's issue, but they're
worth repeating now:

WHEN: 9:00–2:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday, from
June 6 - July 14

HOW MANY: 30-50 students in grades 1-4, plus
adult leaders and supervision

BUILDING USE: The program will meet in fellowship hall, will not use
the kitchen, and will clean up after their sessions

Among the objectives we've worked to accomplish in recent years is our
church's becoming a more obvious and well-defined presence in the
community. Helmets of Hope has been a significant step in that direction -
so will be our involvement in this program.

Moe's fundraiser is just weeks away
We’re a bit more than a month away from what will be a small, but fun
fundraiser on June 28 (5:00-8:00 p.m.) at Moe’s Southwestern Grill in
Bettendorf (53rd St, close to Chili’s; in front of Hy Vee). The restaurant
serves quality and heaping servings of burritos, wraps, salads, and other

items, along with two innovative soft drink
dispensers that permit customers almost unparalleled
control over the taste of their beverages.

When we provide a team of 5-8 people who will
work a three hour shift, the church will 10% of the
evening’s proceeds, plus all of the tips offered by
patrons. We expect to raise in the neighborhood of

$200. Moe’s is a great casual eatery that employs friendly people, and on
June 28, will employ FCCEM.

You can be part of our team (contact church office), or you can eat at the
restaurant anytime during our three hours. Either way, you will help us
raise money and raise community awareness of our congregation.

    1 O LORD, our

Lord, your majestic
name fills the earth! 

      Your glory is
higher than the

heavens. 
    2 You have taught
children and infants 

      to tell of your
strength, silencing your

enemies and all who
oppose you.

    3 When I look at the
night sky and see the

work of your fingers— 
      the moon and the

stars you set in place— 
    4 what are mere

mortals that you should
think about them,

human beings that you
should care for them?   

5 Yet you made them
only a little lower than
God and crowned them
with glory and honor.

    6 You gave them
charge of everything

you made, putting all
things under their

authority—
    7 the flocks and the
herds and all the wild

animals, 
    8 the birds in the

sky, the fish in the sea, 
      and everything that

swims the ocean
currents. 

    9 O LORD, our
Lord, your majestic

name fills the earth! 

Psalm 8 (NLT)



N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e

Our next weekly Bible study is here
We've taken a few months off following our 4-1/2 year adventure through
the entire Bible in the form of the “Core and More” study group. Now it's
time for the next step, a six week
learning journey called “Lifting the
Veil: How to Understand the Bible.” 

This study will engage the Bible as a
collection of writings whose contents
must be interpreted both in the
limited confines of particular verses
and passages, but also in the context
of the whole of the Bible.

If you know very little about the
Bible, this experience will give you a helpful introduction to what's in it
and how to figure out what it means. If you know a lot about the Bible, this
experience will enhance your understanding.

Biblical illiteracy, sadly, is rampant among modern Christians. Our “Core
and More” study was a bold stand against such illiteracy. Join us for this
six week experience that will serve as our next stand against it. It begins
Tuesday, June 7, at 6:30 p.m. (NOTE: The group will meet three times,
pause for the Moe's fundraiser on June 28, then hold its final three sessions
beginning July 5)

Take TWO@10:25, starting Sunday
As announced during last Sunday's sermon, beginning this Sunday, we're
holding a brief prayer session every Sunday promptly at 10:25 a.m. just

prior to worship. The prayer time will ask for
God's blessing on the day's worship, but also,
equally importantly, will ask God to open our
hearts and minds to the course of action that will

lead to our renewal as a congregation. These are VERY challenging times
for our church. Join us for two minutes every Sunday as we seek the
blessing of God's direction.

    I will praise you,
LORD, with all my

heart; 
      I will tell of all

the marvelous things
you have done. 

    2 I will be filled
with joy because of

you. 
      I will sing

praises to your name,
O Most High. 

    3 My enemies
retreated; 

      they staggered
and died when you

appeared. 
    4 For you have

judged in my favor; 
      from your throne
you have judged with

fairness. 
    5 You have

rebuked the nations
and destroyed the

wicked; 
      you have erased
their names forever. 

    6 The enemy is
finished, in endless

ruins; 
      the cities you
uprooted are now

forgotten. 

Psalm 9.1-6 (NLT)
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Helmets of Hope “Fun Ride” will raise
money and community awareness 
One of the two Helmets of Hope fundraisers we're implementing is a
motorcycle fun ride that will bring scores, perhaps 100 or more, bikes to
our grounds on Saturday, June 25. We expect 100-150
people at the event, all told. The bikers, most of whom
will be military veterans riding specifically to support our
household supply ministry, will gather here from 8-10
a.m. then take off on a journey that will lead them to the
towns of LeClaire, Comanche, DeWitt, Grand Mound,
Donahue, and Donahue on the Iowa side of the river before returning here
for a meal that we will provide. We expect all events to end by 7:00 p.m.

We will raise money for Helmets of Hope from the fee riders pay to
participate, from a silent auction on whose items the bikers will bid, and a
50/50 raffle, tickets for which we will sell while the bikers are on site.

The ride itself is under the experienced care of Eric Swanson, the senior
ride captain of the Patriot Guard, a group of biker veterans you might have
seen accompanying local funeral processions. Our job is to welcome our
guests, create the auction and raffle, and serve the meal. For those tasks,
we need your help in several ways:

1) Monetary donations so that we can purchase food and silent auction
items, et al (you may also donate specific auction items such as restaurant
gift cards, but monetary donations will give the most flexibility)

2) Food items - look for a sign up sheet at Mission Central on which you
may volunteer to provide dessert items, cole slaw, paper/plasticware and
the like

3) Set-up and prepare - On Thursday, June 23, we'll gather to ready food
items and do what else we can do to prepare for Saturday. 

4) On-site, at the Fun Ride - We'll need volunteers to...
– Staff the registration table (welcome and sign-in our guests)
– Serve as a roaming salesperson of 50/50 raffle tickets
– Oversee food tables
- Help us transition from the morning events to the afternoon/evening
events   

[CONTINUES IN SIDEBAR]

“Fun Ride” (cont.)

Monetary donations
may be made to the
church (use the
memo line to specify
“Helmets of Hope
Fun Ride”). Look
for a sign up at
Mission Central to
make yourself or
your item donations
available for the

event.

This is another
major event
for our church
and our
Helmets
ministry as we
grow our place
in the com-
munity. We

look forward to your
help!



Recent Concerns
Mary Guthrie - Dealing a case of shingles 

Homebound
Ethel Dawson - 2638 5th St. Ct. East Moline
Fran Littlewood - Rosewood Care Ctr - rm
219, Moline

Ann White - Illini Restorative Care - rm. 26, Silvis

U p d a t e s
Participation report
Here we report weekly participation numbers for worship and our Sunday groups. We
look forward to the increases of these numbers as the transformation of our church
continues.

Date

Sunday

Worship

Sunday

Groups

April 17 28 8

April 24 26 10

May 1 23 11

May 8 24 9

May 15 19 10

Finances through April 2016
Income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18,663.43

Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,534.62

Were income on pace w/2016 budget.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,008.82

Financial Situation

From the new prayer
group we're starting this
Sunday, whose mission
is rather starkly defined
in the “And from Bill”
column, to the financial
numbers published on
this page, it's not
difficult to predict the
content of this financial
update.

These are challenging,
at times, painfully
challenging, times for
our congregation, both
in terms of attendance
and finances. The
shortfall of income to-
date behind expenses is
nearly $5,000. We
praise God for the
special gifts we have
received, some from
people not actively
connected to our church,
which have been our
anchor in this storm.

While on Sunday
mornings we pray for
direction, we encourage
you to stay current and
generous with your
giving, and to believe
with us that God will
provide. 

Serving in June. . .

Welcome Team:  Multimedia Desk
Suzie Guthrie Shari Coley

Communion Prayers: LifeSOUNDS:
Maurine Unzel Maurine Unzel

Preparing Communion:  Serving Communion:
Shari Coley Shari Coley, Deb Langley

Providing Childcare: Deb Langley, Bonnie Thompson, Andrew Sullivan, Dawn Dumoulin

June Birthdays
Shelby Ledbetter.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
Jim Karstens. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

June Anniversaries
Bill & Sheri McBride.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Jerry & Bonnie Thompson. . . . . . . . . . . . 30

REMINDER: We can't tell people about your
birthday or anniversary unless you tell us.
Contact the church office with your information.

A final notice on
newsletter subscriptions
Two years ago we moved to a principally-
digital approach to the distribution of our
church newsletter – by email and website –
and asked people not actively connected to our
church who wished to continue receiving a
printed
Knoll News
to make a
donation of
$7.50 or more per year to cover our
production costs (the email and web-based
versions will always be free). 

If you are one of those people and have not
yet responded to this year's request for
donations, we hope you will do so soon. Our
“subscription year” unofficially begins in
June.



N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e
 

“The Ride” for teens continues on
Sunday mornings
Our newest Sunday group, “The Ride” for teens, has settled into the next
phase of its spiritual growth journey. The group
now uses the extensive curriculum the church
purchased specifically for such a group as this.
In addition, the weekly debriefing and select-a-
question sessions with which group sessions
begin have become welcome additions to the
experience. We encourage the teens of our
church to join us for “The Ride,” and to invite
their friends to join them for a challenging,
spirit-stretching, and personally satisfying
experience.

Announcing this year's graduates
Here are the graduates whose achievements have been passed along to us in
response to the invitation we posed in our last issue:

Kelsey Lavin (Bev Hartman's granddaughter) - from Millikin University
in Decatur

Ashlie Ledbetter - from eighth grade at Quad City Christian School

Shelby Ledbetter - from high school at Quad City Christian School

Nicole Sullivan - from Moline High School

Katie Thompson (Bonnie Thompson's

granddaughter) - from Ashford College in
Clinton

NOTE: Shelby Ledbetter's family invites you to
stop by our fellowship hall following worship on
June 12 (or anytime noon-4:00 p.m.) to help
them celebrate Shelby's accomplishment.

    Keep me safe, O
God, for I have come

to you for refuge.

  2 I said to the
LORD, “You are my
Master!  Every good

thing I have comes
from you.”

    3 The godly people
in the land are my true
heroes! I take pleasure

in them! 

    4 Troubles multiply
for those who chase

after other gods. I will
not take part in their
sacrifices of blood or
even speak the names

of their gods.

    5 LORD, you alone
are my inheritance, my

cup of blessing. You
guard all that is mine. 

    6 The land you have
given me is a pleasant

land. What a
wonderful inheritance!

    7 I will bless the
LORD who guides me;
even at night my heart

instructs me.

    8 I know the LORD
is always with me.

      I will not be
shaken, for he is right

beside me.

Psalm 16.1-8  (NLT)

 

Get “On the Path” with your church
Our new fun and fitness bike riding group will meet for the first time on
Saturday, June 4, at 9:00 a.m. gathering at Ben Butterworth Parkway, in

the parking lot near the play set area
(close to the Moline/East Moline
border).

Specifics about the group's operation will
be decided by the group, of course, but
at the moment, plans include a ride every
other Saturday, with the exact times and

locations of those rides to be determined later.

Our “On the Path” riding group is for riders of every age and fitness
level. Because not everyone will want to ride at the same pace, we may
have multiple subgroups within the group for a particular ride, but
everyone who rides will ride as part of a group.

So bring your bike and the safety gear of your choosing, and join us for
this inaugural ride.

You can now “Gofundme” to support
Helmets of Hope 
One of the two fundraisers we're implementing to help underwrite our
growing Helmets of Hope ministry to veterans is an online “self-funding”
campaign via the GoFundMe.com website.

If you have Internet access and/or use social media such as Facebook and
Twitter, you can make a difference to our ministry in two ways:

1) You can visit www.gofundme.com/helmets-of-hope to experience the
fund-raising campaign page we've created and, if you so choose, make a
donation to our cause.

2) Whether you donate or not, you can share word about our GoFundMe
campaign via word of mouth, email, or your social media contacts. A
share option is available on the campaign's page. The more we spread the
word about our campaign, the more people will visit the site and possibly
donate to Helmets.

    I love you, LORD; 

      you are my
strength.

    2 The LORD is my
rock, my fortress, and
my savior; my God is

my rock, in whom I
find protection. He is
my shield, the power

that saves me, 

      and my place of
safety. 

    3 I called on the
LORD, who is worthy

of praise, and he saved
me from my enemies.

    4 The ropes of
death entangled me;

      floods of
destruction swept over

me.

    5 The grave
wrapped its ropes

around me;

      death laid a trap
in my path.

    6 But in my distress
I cried out to the

LORD; yes, I prayed
to my God for help.

He heard me from his
sanctuary; my cry to

him reached his ears.

Psalm 18.1-6   (NLT)

http://www.gofundme.com/helmets-of-hope

