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And from Bill. . .                 by Bill Coley

“So many faces
in and out of my
life, some will
last, some will

just be now and
then.”

As a child, I think I viewed people me around as

age-stratified members of the human family. My

grandparents were “old.” My parents were not as

old as the grandparents, but they were old enough.

And my siblings and I were young, and in some

mysterious way genetically aligned to stay that

way. That attitude was part of my passage through

a phase in the maturation process common to most

of us in which I thought I’d never die, never grow

old, and that the people around me would always

be the way they were.

It’s turned out that my youthful

optimism on aging was misguided.

My grandparents died, as did, much

later, my parents. My siblings have

all aged, though much more

gracefully than I have, I fear.

In my professional work, visits to

Henry County, Kentucky, where I

served as pastor during my three

years of seminary in Lexington can

no longer provide the satisfaction

they once did because most of the

people who occupied the pews during

my stay have died; only a handful

remain. Our congregation today doesn’t look

anything like the congregation I met for the first

time in the spring of 1985.

What I believed in my youth would be an ageless,

changeless life in which we all occupied our

designated stations for as long as we desired was,

all along, a tenuous and unpredictable roller

coaster ride the roster of whose occupants could

change at any moment and without warning,

reason, or compassion.

Surely you’ve discovered that to be true, haven’t

you? Life is far more fragile than you once

thought it to be. The people you claim and cling

to, at best serve you as long- but not limitless term

residents of your world, and do for time frames

that need neither your consent nor foreknowledge.

Upon hearing Jesus predict his own death, the

apostle Peter took Jesus aside to chastise him for

his embrace of a future to which Peter objected.

“This will never happen to you!” Peter demanded.

Perhaps it was then that Peter finally confronted

the reality that the fine-tuned and well-ordered

future he envisioned in the early days of his

relationship with Jesus was not going to unfold as

planned. Perhaps it was then that Peter realized the

ride he had boarded when Jesus found him was not

a slow-moving train through pleasing

terrain, but an untamed coaster

whose path he could not predict.

The resurrection of Jesus matters for

many reasons, not the least of which

is as God’s response to the

disappointment inevitable to us who

fancy one path in life only to be met

by one much different. 

If people you cherished died

recently... or at any time in your

life... the resurrection is God’s

assurance that the lives which

mattered to you also mattered to heaven.

If you question your life’s contribution to the

planet so far, regardless of how long you’ve lived

or how much you have accomplished, the

resurrection is God’s assurance that your role has

always been to manage your life’s efforts in the

opening legs of the relay; God’s role has always

been to serve as your anchor.

One of my favorite lines from a Billy Joel song

says “So many faces in and out of my life, some

will last, some will just be now and then. Life is a

series of hellos and goodbyes, I’m afraid it’s time

for goodbye again.” The resurrection is God’s

assurance that though the faces come and go, the

lives last...forever.

N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e

Core and More concludes its epic study
We praise God to be able to report that our Core and More Bible study
group has finished its in-depth exploration of the Bible from Genesis to
Revelation, and now has only two review sessions and a celebratory dinner
remaining in its 4-1/2 year journey.

Through the years, 27 people attended at least one Core and More session,
but at journey’s end, the group consisted of four people whose faithfulness
to the Core’s mission fueled the group’s weekly experiences.

C Maurine Unzel joined the group at the beginning of its New Testament
study in October 2014. 

C Shirley Wisely found the group in March 2014, as it studied the Old
Testament prophets. 

C Suzie Guthrie and Louise
Hellstrom joined Bill Coley on
night one of the Core’s journey,
August 9, 2011. Both ladies
attended more than 150 Core
and More sessions, Suzie
attending an astounding 93% of
the 188 sessions.

We created the Core and More study
in part as a response to the unacceptable level of biblical illiteracy in the
modern church. We give thanks to God for the transformation of
knowledge and confidence in working with the Bible made possible by the
group’s study.

In next month’s newsletter, we’ll announce the next evolution in our battle
against biblical illiteracy: a new approach to learning and understanding the
Bible.

Think you know the New Testament?
While on the subject of biblical illiteracy, you can find a measure of how
well you know the New Testament at our website or at the Mission Central
table, the Core’s New Testament exam. The exam will test your
knowledge of many of the NT’s major characters, themes, actions, and
beliefs. An answer key for the exam will be available on our website and at
Mission Central beginning February 24.

Get introduced to

the Bible in a

Generations Sunday

group study

Using material from a
publisher named

Kerygma, one of our
adult Sunday groups is

getting a good, basic
introduction to the

Bible, its contents and
how they came to be.

The material is an
excellent and accessible

primer for people new
to the Bible, and an

excellent refresher for
people whose Bible

skills have dulled over
time. 

If you’re open to a
casual, low-pressure,

yet effective
introduction to the

Bible, this group is for
you. If you want the

book, the cost is
around $15 with

shipping, but group
sessions will be useful

to you even if you
choose not to purchase. 

The group meets at
9:00 a.m. in fellowship
hall on our building’s

lower level. You are
welcome to join them!



N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e

Another multicultural potluck brings us
together in March
One of the best received We Are Together events of last year was January’s
multi-cultural potluck. Thanks to several creative cooks, potluck
participants enjoyed dishes from several ethnic and cultural backgrounds.
We’ve decided to repeat that potluck on Saturday, March 12, beginning

at 5:00 p.m.

Unlike this month’s chili challenge, the
multi-cultural potluck will not be a
contest, but rather something of a global
tasting party. So pick one or more
cuisines, choose the dishes you’re going
to prepare, then come to enjoy and enjoy
the feast. (NOTE: Our potluck rule is
STILL in effect! If you can’t bring food,

come anyway because God ALWAYS provides!)

For what it’s worth, your editor/pastor has decided this year to honor and
remember his mom by preparing foods from Norway.

New multimedia team members will
welcome your company
On February 18 we held the first of two training sessions for people new to
our multimedia team, the group of people who run our audio-visual system
during Sunday worship. There is still time for
you to join the team and connect to the
training. We’ll hold the second session on
Thursday, March 3, beginning at 6:00 p.m.
Multimedia team members have an important
Sunday morning ministry for which this
training and some on the job experience will
equip you.

From the Psalms

    1 God is our

refuge and strength,  
always ready to help
in times of trouble. 

    2 So we will not
fear when

earthquakes come      
and the mountains

crumble into the sea. 

    3 Let the oceans
roar and foam.     Let
the mountains tremble
as the waters surge! 

    4 A river brings
joy to the city of our

God, the sacred home
of the Most High. 

    5 God dwells in
that city; it cannot be
destroyed.  From the

very break of day,
God will protect it. 

    6 The nations are
in chaos, and their

kingdoms crumble!   
God’s voice thunders,
and the earth melts! 

    7 The LORD of
Heaven’s Armies is
here among us;  the

God of Israel* is our
fortress.

Psalm 46.1-7
(NLT)
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Help make this month’s another great
Helmets of Hope fundraiser 
We’re excited about this month’s Helmets of Hope fundraiser in association
with the Quad City Mallards hockey team. On Friday, February 26, our
Helmets team will staff a table at which we will raffle off some great prizes
(including a 50" smart television!) distribute flyers, and otherwise tell
people about our ministry that provides
cleaning supplies to QC-area veterans
who have recently moved from
homelessness into housing of their own.
Perhaps as importantly, we will
continue to grow public awareness of
our church and our passion for serving
veterans.
You can buy ticket vouchers from us
for $15 that you can turn in to the
iWireless Center box office for a $20
seat at the game on the 26th or any
other Mallards home game this season.
Helmets of Hope will receive $5 from each ticket voucher purchased.

For most of the raffle prizes, you will need to be present at the game to
win, BUT YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN THE
TELEVISION! We’re selling tickets - on Sunday morning, but also from
the church office - for $5 each or 5 for $20. If you don’t plan on attending
the game, you will have to write your name and phone number on the back
of the ticket(s) halves you submit for the drawing.

Helmets of Hope is our congregation’s signature ministry. We’ve now
placed a large order of refill supplies which will reduce the ministry’s
operating fund, so your support of this fundraiser will help us continue to
serve QC-area vets.

From the Psalms

    1 Have mercy on

me, O God, because of

your unfailing love.

Because of your great

compassion, blot out

the stain of my sins.

    2 Wash me clean

from my guilt. Purify

me from my sin.

    3 For I recognize

my rebellion; it haunts

me day and

night.

    4 Against

you, and you

alone, have I

sinned; I have

done what is evil

in your sight.

You will be

proved right in

what you say,

and your

judgment against me is

just.

    5 For I was born a

sinner— yes, from the

moment my mother

conceived me.

    6 But you desire

honesty from the

womb, teaching me

wisdom even there. 

    7 Purify me from

my sins, and I will be

clean; wash me, and I

will be whiter than

snow.

Psalm 51.1-7 (NLT)



Recent Concerns
Bob Hellstrom - a patient at the University of
Iowa Hospitals and Clinics following surgery
to remove a tumor on his optic nerves
Walt Clark - recovering at home following
hospitalization for a ruptured appendix

Homebound
Ethel Dawson - 2638 5th St. Ct. East Moline
Fran Littlewood - Rosewood Care Ctr - rm 219, Moline
Ann White - Illini Restorative Care - rm. 26, Silvis

U p d a t e s
Participation report
Here we report weekly participation numbers for worship and our Sunday groups. We
look forward to the increases of these numbers as the transformation of our church
continues.

Date

Sunday

Worship

Sunday

Groups

January 17 27 7

January 24 35 10

January 31 27 11

February 7 32 9

February 14 11 6

Finances January 2016
Income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,609.20

Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,588.44

Were income on pace w/2016 budget.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,767.30

Financial Situation

These are challenging
times for our church,
both when it comes to
finances and mission.

The financial difficulty
is obvious from the

numbers. The mission
challenge is also
obvious from the

numbers - the
attendance numbers,

which report the
challenges we face in

recruiting people to
create the worship we

want as well as the
various ministries to

which we believe God
is calling us.

Pray for our church
and for its leaders that

they may receive the
wisdom needed to find

the path God has
assigned to us. But also

pray for yourself, that
God will show you and

you will act upon the
call God has upon your

life as part of our
congregation.

Serving in March. . .

Welcome Team:   Multimedia Desk
Marsha Jones Dawn Dumoulin

Communion Prayers: LifeSOUNDS:
Jackie Hume Jackie Hume

Preparing Communion:  Serving Communion:
Marsha Jones Noelle Ledbetter, Nicole Sullivan 

Providing Childcare: Noelle Ledbetter, Maurine Unzel, Andrew Sullivan, Dawn Dumoulin

March Birthdays

Maurine Unzel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Betty Keener. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Paula Clark. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

REMINDER: We can't tell people about your
birthday or anniversary unless you tell us.
Contact the church office with your information.

Celebrating               
Inez Jacobsen
Even across a crowded room it was usually
easy to spot Inez Jacobson because she wore
both colorful hats and evocative smiles.
Before the last years of her life in which
dementia isolated her more and more from the
people she loved,
Inez spoke with
pride about her
roots in South
Carolina, with love
for her kids and her
beloved husband, Paul, and confidence and
hope about her ultimate destiny in Christ. 

When Inez died on February 3, she left behind
a collection of people touched by her
welcoming elegance and motherly wisdom.
Our love and prayers to her children Paula
and Mike as we give thanks for her life.



N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e
 

Plan your visit to Moe’s
In each of the last two years we held a summertime fundraiser at the
Davenport Pizza Ranch restaurant. Circumstances did not allow us to
secure a Pizza Ranch date this year, but we’ve discovered a great second
option. 

Pizza Ranch now owns a
restaurant in Bettendorf
called “Moe’s,” at which it
holds Tuesday night non-
profit  group fundraisers.
Akin to what happens at
Pizza Ranch events, group
representatives bus tables
and welcome guests in
exchange for a percentage of the receipts and all the tips received during
their shift. Our church will work at Moe’s on Tuesday, June 28.

We need 5-6 people for this fundraiser. Because we already have about ten
people who used their ministry claim forms to express their willingness to
help at a Pizza Ranch event, we’re going to draw names at random to
create our team. If you want your name included in that drawing, you
must submit a ministry claim form (available at Mission Central or from
our website) on which you mark the Pizza Ranch fundraiser line in
addition to whatever interests you wish to mark. We will draw six names
from those who express their interest by Sunday, June 19.

Make an offering to get into the weeds
The current warm-up in our weather is a reminder that spring is coming
soon. With spring will come spring weeds.

One of our annual traditions is to contract with a commercial lawn care
company, a firm whose product application makes a significant difference
to the appearance and health of the church’s lawn. Because professional
lawn services do not come free and weed control is not a budgeted item,
we ask for your support to help pay what we expect will about a $200
charge. If you want to help underwrite this service, mark clearly your
check or other donation so that we know what it’s for (“weed control”
will work), then drop it in an offering tray or mail it to the church.

From the Psalms

    1 Have mercy on me,

O God, have mercy! I
look to you for

protection. I will hide
beneath the shadow of
your wings    until the

danger passes by. 
    2 I cry out to God

Most High, to God who
will fulfill his purpose for

me. 
    3 He will send help
from heaven to rescue

me, disgracing those who
hound me. My God will
send forth his unfailing
love and faithfulness. 

    4 I am surrounded by
fierce lions who greedily

devour human
prey—whose teeth pierce
like spears and arrows,
and whose tongues cut

like swords. 
   5 Be exalted, O God,

above the highest
heavens! May your glory
shine over all the earth. 
   6 My enemies have set

a trap for me.  I am
weary from distress. They
have dug a deep pit in my
path, but they themselves

have fallen into it. 
 7 My heart is confident

in you, O God; my heart
is confident. No wonder I

can sing your praises! 

Psalm 57.1-7

(NLT)

 

A journey to confession of faith in Jesus
and baptism
Baptism is an outward sign of a person’s personal commitment to Jesus
Christ. In our tradition, it follows the confession of faith in Christ that
comes from a person who is old enough
to know the meaning of - but obviously
not everything about - the commitment
they’re making. That’s why we have the
practice of opening classes that lead to
baptism to anyone age 10 and older,
including adults.

If you or someone in your household has
never been baptized and are at a point in
your life that you want to pursue a
commitment to Jesus that would be
expressed through your baptism on
Easter Sunday, sign the sheets at Mission
Central or send the church an email
(office@fccem.org) Beginning March 5, Bill Coley will hold two or three
Saturday sessions with those interested (other scheduling options are
possible, if necessary).

Week of Compassion offering makes a
difference around the globe
Week of Compassion is the fund our denomination uses to address human
needs around the world. Whether natural disasters, the impacts of war and
unrest, or other major challenges, Week of Compassion intercedes on our
behalf and in the name of Jesus. 

The emphasis of this year’s Week of Compassion offering is the refugee
crisis that has been so prominent in the news of late. The best known case
has been Syrian refugees, but there are other areas of conflict and distress
in the world (the Central African Republic, for example) to which Week
of Compassion seeks to respond.

Look for information and offering envelopes at Mission Central over the
next two Sundays, and make your donation by March 6.

From the Psalms

    1 Shout joyful
praises to God, all

the earth! 

      2 Sing about the
glory of his name! 

      Tell the world
how glorious he is.

3 Say to God, “How
awesome are your

deeds!  Your enemies
cringe before your

mighty power. 

    4 Everything on
earth will worship
you; they will sing

your praises,

      shouting your
name in glorious

songs.”

           5 Come and
see what our God has
done, what awesome
miracles he performs

for people!

Psalm 66.1-5

(NLT)

mailto:office@fccem.org


Easter Season Ministry 2016

As part of our annual Easter celebration, we purchase
two lilies for display on the worship center platform.
Donations in excess of the cost of the lilies support the
general ministries of our church.

Please consider this form to be your invitation to
contribute to contribute to our church as you honor the
people of your life. We will publish a list of donors and
those honored/remembered in Sunday worship flyers,
in the April newsletter, and on the screen before and
after worship.

Please complete and return this form with your
donation by Wednesday, March 23.

(Detach at the dotted line and place in an offering tray, or leave it in the church office.
Please include cash or a check made out to First Christian Church, using the memo line
to identify it as an Easter season gift. Thank you.)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Complete, Detach, and Return by Wednesday, March 23, 2015

I wish to contribute $            toward this year’s Easter season ministry (Please include this
form with your donation; donations of any amount are welcome and appreciated. Checks
should be made out to First Christian Church.)

This donation is from: _________________________________________________

It honors/remembers:

_________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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