ORIGINS
In 2014 and 2015, our church conducted
in-house collections of personal hygiene
products for homeless veterans toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, etc which we boxed and delivered to what
was then called the VA’s Homeless
Veteran Outreach Center, in Rock
Island.
After the second collection, we asked
the VA how we could expand our eﬀorts, our idea being a
community-wide collection of such items. To our surprise, the VA
showed us several storeroom shelves ﬁlled with donated, but as
yet undistributed, hygiene products, including the ones we had
given! But they also told us of an unmet need for basic household
supplies for veterans who moved oﬀ the streets and into housing
of their own with the help of VA housing subsidies. Our
congregation’s response to that need was the ministry we call
“Helmets of Hope.”
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Preparations for the ministry’s launch included two major
fundraisers, the production of a one minute promotional video,
and consultations with area agencies serving the veterans for
whom we expected to provide supplies. With their input, we
created a 20-item base collection of items we called an “initial
allotment,” which through our partner agencies we would provide
to vets as they moved into their housing. We decided that in
addition to initial allotments, we would provide free reﬁlls of any of
the items we supplied, again through our partner agencies.
(NOTE: Conﬁdentiality concerns mean we don't work directly with
the veterans we serve. We deliver supplies to three partner
agencies, whose case- and social workers make the distributions.)
We made our ﬁrst supply deliveries in December 2015, the ﬁrst of
more than 40 such oﬀerings through which, as of mid-2017, we
have provided more than 7,300 essential household supply items
for veterans moving into their own housing.

PARTNERS
We work with three partner agencies to serve veterans in both
Illinois and Iowa:
Ÿ The VA’s Community Resource and Referral Center (CRRC)
in Davenport, Iowa
Ÿ The Veterans Accessing Long-Term Opportunities &
Resources (VALOR) program administered by the Humility of
Mary Shelter in Davenport
Ÿ The Supportive Services for Veterans Families (SSVF)
programs administered by the Salvation Army in Galesburg and
Peoria
NOTE: CRRC and VALOR serve vets on both sides of the
Mississippi River, while the SSVF programs reach primarily
veterans living in Illinois.

GROWTH
1) The total number of supply items delivered to our partner
agencies in the ﬁrst six months of 2017 was 240% higher than the
number of supplies delivered in the ﬁrst half of 2016.
2) The number of initial allotments delivered in the ﬁrst half of this
year was 86% higher than in the same period last year.
3) In June 2017, we expanded the geographical reach of our
ministry by making our ﬁrst delivery of supplies for distribution to
veterans in a four county area in and around Peoria, Illinois.
4) Also in June 2017, Outreach Magazine, a highly-respected and
nationally-distributed Christian journal whose passions are
evangelism, discipleship, and service, conducted an interview with
our pastor in preparation for its proﬁle of our church and Helmets
ministry that will serve as the "Small Church America" page in the
magazine's September/October issue.

RESULTS
The growth of our Helmets of Hope ministry over its ﬁrst eighteen
months is evident in the following data, which report quarterly
Helmets activity since the initial deliveries of December 2015:
Q1-2016
Q2-2016
Deliveries Made:
1
Deliveries Made:
7
Items Provided:
36
Items Provided:
669
Q3-2016
Q4-2016
Deliveries Made:
6
Deliveries Made:
10
Items Provided: 1,231
Items Provided: 1,001
Q1-2017
Q2-2017
Deliveries Made:
7
Deliveries Made:
8
Items Provided: 1,009
Items Provided: 1,387
Over its ﬁrst year-and-a-half, Helmets of Hope has provided more
than 7,300 essential household supply items to more than 200
Illinois and Iowa veterans - an average of nearly 300 items per
month since the ﬁrst deliveries at the end of 2015, and 400 items
per month during the ﬁrst six months of 2017.

FINAL WORD
When we made our ﬁrst supply deliveries, none of us envisioned
that Helmets of Hope would expand so quickly in both size and
geographic reach. Nor did we imagine that our ministry would
capture national attention in the form of the forthcoming Outreach
Magazine proﬁle. But God had other plans! So our plan now is to
accept the challenge of God's call to provide essential household
supplies to veterans moving oﬀ the streets, and as God opens
new doors, to expand the reach of the ministry into other areas
since we know of no other group or agency in the state of Illinois
that meets the need Helmets meets.
By God’s grace and design, we believe Helmets of Hope is
making a diﬀerence in the lives of veterans, and we hope you will
support its work in the ways to which God calls you, whether
through ﬁnancial gifts, participation in our fundraisers, and/or as
part of the Helmets of Hope ministry team. And of course we hope
you will pray for God’s continued blessing of our work.
For more information, please contact us by email
(helmetsofhope@fccem.org) or by phone (309.755.6552). Visit us
on the Web at http://www.fccem.org/helmets-of-hope.

