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The Requiem Mass for 
Vincent Agoe Shamo, priest 

All stand while the Celebrant says the following anthems 

I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord;  
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live;  
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth,  
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth;  
and though this body be destroyed, yet shall I see God;  
whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold,  
and not as a stranger. 

For none of us liveth to himself,  
and no man dieth to himself.  
For if we live, we live unto the Lord;  
and if we die, we die unto the Lord.  
Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s. 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord;  
even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labors. 



The Collect 

The Celebrant says the following Collect, first saying 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf  
of thy servant and priest Vincent, and grant him an entrance into the land  
of light and joy, in the fellowship of thy saints; through Jesus Christ thy Son 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

The people sit. 

The First Reading Isaiah 25:6-9 

Reader A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 
food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-
aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud 
that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will 
swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from 
all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
for the LORD has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so 
that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be 
glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Silence. 
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Psalm 139     Domine, probasti 

Celebrant and People together, in unison 

 1 O LORD, thou hast searched me out, and known me. * 
Thou knowest my down-sitting and mine up-rising;  
thou understandest my thoughts long before. 

 2 Thou art about my path, and about my bed, * 
and art acquainted with all my ways. 

 3 For lo, there is not a word in my tongue, * 
but thou, O LORD, knowest it altogether. 

 4 Thou hast beset me behind and before, * 
and laid thine hand upon me. 

 5 Such knowledge is too wonderful and excellent for me; * 
I cannot attain unto it. 

 6 Whither shall I go then from thy Spirit? * 
or whither shall I go then from thy presence? 

 7 If I climb up into heaven, thou art there; * 
if I go down to hell, thou art there also. 

 8 If I take the wings of the morning, * 
and remain in the uttermost parts of the sea; 

 9 Even there also shall thy hand lead me, * 
and thy right hand shall hold me. 

 10 If I say, Peradventure the darkness shall cover me, * 
then shall my night be turned to day. 

 11 Yea, the darkness is no darkness with thee, 
but the night is as clear as day; * 
 the darkness and light to thee are both alike. 

4



The Second Reading Revelation 7:9-17 

Reader A Reading from the Revelation to John. 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches 
in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to 
our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels 
stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and 
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, 
and where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that 
knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great 
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship 
him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the 
throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the 
sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center 
of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the 
water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Silence. 
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The Gospel John 14:1-6 

All stand. 

Deacon The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 

Deacon The ✠ Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Deacon Jesus said to his disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
 Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there 
are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may 
be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said 
to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

The Homily The Reverend Canon Rosina Ampah, O.S.H. 

The People sit. 

“Through all the changing scenes of life” Wiltshire 
 Music: George T. Smart (1776-1867) 
 Text: Psalm 34, Tate and Brady (1696) 

Through all the changing scenes of life, 
In trouble and in joy, 
The praises of my God shall still 
My heart and tongue employ. 
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O magnify the Lord with me, 
With me exalt his name; 
When in distress to him I called, 
He to my rescue came. 

The hosts of God encamp around 
The dwellings of the just; 
Deliverance he affords to all 
Who on his succour trust. 

O make but trial of his love, 
Experience will decide 
How blest are they, and only they, 
Who in his truth confide. 

Fear him, ye saints, and you will then 
Have nothing else to fear; 
Make you his service your delight, 
Your wants shall be his care. 

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
The God whom we adore, 
Be glory, as it was, is now, 
And shall be evermore. 

 Sung by the Choir of Saint Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh 

Silent Meditation 

Tributes The Family 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

Celebrant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, | Bow 
 born of the Virgin Mary, |        
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead, and buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 ✠ and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

The Deacon says 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

The People respond to every petition with Amen. 

Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and 
fellowship, in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant, we 
beseech thee, to thy whole Church in paradise and on earth, thy light and 
thy peace. Amen. 
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Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection 
may die to sin and rise to newness of life, and that through the grave and 
gate of death we may pass with him to our joyful resurrection. Amen. 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, 
that thy Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days. 
Amen. 

Grant to thy faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed 
from all our sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind. Amen. 

Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in thy fatherly care, that, casting 
all their grief on thee, they may know the consolation of thy love. Amen. 

Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have 
strength to meet the days ahead in the comfort of a reasonable and holy 
hope, in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love. Amen. 

Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe 
and trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the 
resurrection to life everlasting. Amen. 

Grant us grace to entrust Vincent, our brother and priest, to thy never-failing 
love; receive him into the arms of thy mercy, and remember him according to 
the favor which thou bearest unto thy people. Amen. 

Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of thee, he may go from 
strength to strength in the life of perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom. 
Amen. 

The Celebrant concludes 

Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, to have our 
consummation and bliss in thy eternal and everlasting glory, and, with 
blessed Mary and all thy saints, to receive the crown of life which thou dost 
promise to all who share in the victory of thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

 The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 

The Offertory 

The People sit. 

“Rock of ages, cleft for me” Toplady 
 Music: Thomas Hastings (1784-1872) 
 Text: Augustus Montague Toplady (1740-1778) 
Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself in thee; 
let the water and the blood 
from thy riven side which flowed, 
be of sin the double cure, 
save me from its guilt and power. 

Not the labours of my hands 
Can fulfil thy law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears for ever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and thou alone. 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die. 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When mine eyes shall close in death, 
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When I soar through worlds unknown, 
See thee on thy judgement throne; 
Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee. 

 Sung by the Antrim Mennonite Choir 

All stand. 

Celebrant Blessed art thou, O Lord, God of all creation. Through thy 
goodness we have this bread to offer, which earth hath given 
and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread  
of life. 

People Blessed be God for ever. 

Celebrant Blessed art thou, O Lord, God of all creation. Through thy 
goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and  
work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink. 

People Blessed be God for ever. 

Celebrant The holy sacrifice of the Mass is offered to the glory of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for the repose of the soul of 
Vincent Shamo, priest, and of all the faithful departed. 

 Pray, my sisters and brothers, that our sacrifice may be 
acceptable to God, the Almighty Father. 

People May the Lord accept the sacrifice at thy hands, for the praise 
and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his 
Holy Church. 

Celebrant Grant, we pray, Almighty God, 
that through these holy mysteries  
Vincent, thy servant and priest, 
may behold with clarity for ever  
what he faithfully ministered here; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People It is meet and right so to do. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times,  
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, 
everlasting God. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and doth 
comfort us with the blessed hope of everlasting life; for to thy faithful 
people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal body doth 
lie in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens.  

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
  
Celebrant and People  

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:  
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed ✠ is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Then the Celebrant continues 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and 
earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst 
give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer 
death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel 
command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and 
sacrifice, until his coming again. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand 
upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and 
any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, 
eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the 
New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of 
sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and 
make, with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial 
thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed 
passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
and looking for his coming again with power and great glory. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with 
thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, 
that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son 
Jesus Christ. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, 
our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who 
partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious 
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Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy ✠ grace and 
heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be 
made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all 
honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 
AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 
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The Celebrant continues, and the People respond 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
grant them rest. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
grant them rest. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
grant them rest eternal. 

The People join in saying the following prayer 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art 
the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

The Communion 

Facing the people, the Celebrant shows the consecrated Bread and says 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who taketh away the sins of the world. 

People and Celebrant 

Beloved Jesus, we believe that thou art truly present in the Blessed Sacrament 
of the Altar. We love thee above all things, and know that thou art with us. 
Since we cannot all receive thee sacramentally, come spiritually into our 
hearts. Now and always we embrace thee and unite ourselves entirely to 
thee; never permit us to be separated from thee. In thy most holy name. 
Amen. 

The ministers receive the Sacrament, and then immediately deliver it to the people present. 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The people stand. The Celebrant then says the Prayer after Communion. 

Having received the Sacrament of salvation, 
we implore thy kindness, O God, 
for Vincent, thy servant and priest, 
that, as thou madest him a steward of thy mysteries on earth,  
so thou mayest bring him to be nourished  
by their truth and reality as unveiled in heaven; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The people then join in saying 

Almighty God, we thank thee that in thy great love thou hast  
fed us with the spiritual food and drink of the Body and  
Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and hast given unto us a  
foretaste of thy heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament  
may be unto us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our  
inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither  
sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of joy with all thy saints;  
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Commendation 

The Celebrant and Deacon take their places at the Paschal Candle. 

The Celebrant censes and asperses the Paschal Candle. 

The Deacon begins this anthem, and the People respond 

Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more,  
neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
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Thou only art immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are 
mortal, formed of the earth, and unto earth shall we return. For so thou 
didst ordain when thou createdst me, saying, “Dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return.” All we go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we 
make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more,  
neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

The Celebrant, facing the Paschal Candle, says 

Into thy hands, O merciful Savior, we commend thy servant and priest 
Vincent. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech thee, a sheep of thine own  
fold, a lamb of thine own flock, a sinner of thine own redeeming. Receive 
him into the arms of thy mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,  
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 

The Blessing 

The Celebrant blesses the people. 

The Deacon then dimisses the people, saying 

 Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord; 
People And let light perpetual shine upon him. 

Deacon May his ✠ soul, and the souls of all the departed,  
 through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
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“Nearer, my God, to thee” Bethany (aka Excelsior) 
 Music: Lowell Mason (1792-1872) 
 Text: Sarah Flower Adams (1805-1848) 

Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!  
E’en though it be a cross that raiseth me,  
still all my song shall be: 
“Nearer, my God, to thee, 
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!” 

Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down,  
darkness be over me, my rest a stone;  
yet in my dreams I’d be  
nearer, my God, to thee,  
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

There let the way appear, steps unto heaven;  
all that thou sendest me, in mercy given;  
angels to beckon me  
nearer, my God, to thee,  
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

Then, with my waking thoughts bright with thy praise,  
out of my stony griefs Bethel I’ll raise;  
so by my woes to be  
nearer, my God, to thee,  
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

Or if on joyful wing cleaving the sky,  
sun, moon, and stars forgot, upwards I fly,  
still all my song shall be:  
“Nearer, my God, to thee;  
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!” 

 Sung by the Choir of Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 
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