
Ezekiel 1:4-10, 22-28a 

As I looked, a stormy wind came out of the north: a great cloud with brightness around it and fire 
flashing forth con<nually, and in the middle of the fire, something like gleaming amber. 5 In the middle of 
it was something like four living creatures. This was their appearance: they were of human form. 6 Each 
had four faces, and each of them had four wings. 7 Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet 
were like the sole of a calf’s foot; and they sparkled like burnished bronze. 8 Under their wings on their 
four sides they had human hands. And the four had their faces and their wings thus: 9 their wings 
touched one another; each of them moved straight ahead, without turning as they moved. 10 As for the 
appearance of their faces: the four had the face of a human being, the face of a lion on the right side, 
the face of an ox on the leN side, and the face of an eagle. 

Over the heads of the living creatures there was something like a dome, shining like crystal, spread out 
above their heads. 23 Under the dome their wings were stretched out straight, one toward another; and 
each of the creatures had two wings covering its body. 24 When they moved, I heard the sound of their 
wings like the sound of mighty waters, like the thunder of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound 
of an army; when they stopped, they let down their wings. 25 And there came a voice from above the 
dome over their heads; when they stopped, they let down their wings. 

26 And above the dome over their heads there was something like a throne, in appearance like sapphire; 
and seated above the likeness of a throne was something that seemed like a human form. 27 Upward 
from what appeared like the loins I saw something like gleaming amber, something that looked like fire 
enclosed all around; and downward from what looked like the loins I saw something that looked like fire, 
and there was a splendor all around. 28 Like the bow in a cloud on a rainy day, such was the appearance 
of the splendor all around. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. 

Mark 1:1-13 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is wriYen in the prophet Isaiah, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
    who will prepare your way; 
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight,’” 

4 John the bap<zer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a bap<sm of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were bap<zed by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming aNer 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and un<e the thong of his sandals. 8 I have bap<zed you 
with water; but he will bap<ze you with the Holy Spirit.” 

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was bap<zed by John in the Jordan. 
10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.” 




