
 
 Sermon               The Rev. Peter Larson
  Without Love

 
WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD
 *Closing Hymn       
  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
into every troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit,
let us find the promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning,
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

Come, almighty to deliver,
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation,
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee:
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.

 Benediction        The Rev. Peter Larson
 
 Postlude          Kyle Mazur
  Miniature Number 7  arr. Peeters       
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* Please stand if you are able

Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.

We are live streaming the 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship services 
and there is a chance your image will be captured on video.  

If this is a concern, please contact a staff member. 



Sunday, January 17, 2021
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. Worship Service

WE GATHER
 Welcome and Announcements The Rev. John Morris

 Prelude       Daniel Sachs
  Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven    arr. Stephen Nielson
    
 *Call to Worship     (Psalm 136) The Rev. John Morris 

Leader:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
People:  His love endures forever!
Leader:  Give thanks to the Lord of lords.
People:  His love endures forever!
Leader:  To him alone who does great wonders.
People:  His love endures forever!
Leader:  Who by his understanding made the heavens,
People:  His love endures forever!
Leader:  Who spread out the earth upon the waters.
People:  His love endures forever!
Leader:  Who made the great lights,
People:  His love endures forever!
Leader:  The sun to govern the day, and the moon by night,
People:  His love endures forever!
Leader:  The moon and the stars to govern the night,
People:  His love endures forever!
Leader:  Give thanks to the God of heaven.
All:         His love endures forever!

 *Opening Hymn 
  Rejoice, the Lord is King 

Rejoice, the Lord is King:
your Lord and King adore!
Rejoice, give thanks and sing,
and triumph evermore:
lift up your heart, lift up your voice.
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

The Lord the Savior reigns,
the God of truth and love;
when he had purged our stains
he took his seat above:
lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

His kingdom cannot fail,
he rules o’er earth and heaven;
the keys of death and hell
to Christ the Lord are given:
lift up your heart, lift up your voice.
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

Rejoice in glorious hope!
Our Lord the Judge, shall come,
and take his servants up
to their eternal home.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

WE PRAY      
  Prayer of Confession   The Rev. Peter Larson

Gracious and almighty God, you command us to love one another, 
as you first loved us.  And yet, we have failed to keep your com-
mand.  Instead of loving each other, we feel hatred and bitterness. 
Instead of showing kindness, we are harsh.  Instead of showing 
grace, we seek revenge. Instead of turning the other cheek, we 
strike back. Instead of forgiving each other, we keep a careful 
record of every insult and injury.  Instead of loving our enemies, 
we treat them with contempt.  Instead of being patient, we rush 
to judgement. Instead of yielding, we demand our own way. Lord, 
forgive us for our hard hearts.  Forgive us for our lack of love, pity 
and compassion.  By your Holy Spirit, draw us nearer to the cross.  
Fill us with your perfect love that bears all things, believes all things 
hopes all things and endures all things.  We pray in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  AMEN.

Assurance of Pardon

 * Response    The Gift of Love  
Though I may speak with bravest fire,
and have the gift to all inspire,
and have not love, my words are vain;
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.

Though I may give all I possess,
and striving so my love profess,
but not be given by love within,
the profit soon turns strangely thin.

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control,
our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
by this we worship, and are freed.

 Prayers of the People    Tari Heath                    

WE GIVE BACK TO GOD    
 Prayer of Dedication      Shelley Bondurant 8:30

Courtney Williams 10:00
 
 Offertory Rachel and Daniel Sachs
  Hymn Medley                                       

WE HEAR THE WORD
 First Scripture Reading   Andrew Johnson 8:30
  1 John 4:7-16 Rick Oliver 10:00

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 

Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his 
one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one 
has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us 
and his love is made complete in us. 13 This is how we know that 

we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And 
we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be 
the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is 
the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we 
know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever 
lives in love lives in God, and God in them.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

 
 *Hymn 
      Not for Tongues of Heaven’s Angels 

Not for tongues of heaven’s angels,
not for wisdom to discern,
not for faith that masters mountains--
for this better gift we yearn:
may love be ours, O Lord.

Love is humble, love is gentle,
love is tender, true and kind:
love is gracious, ever patient,
generous of heart and mind--
may love be ours, O Lord.

Never jealous, never selfish,
love will not rejoice in wrong:
never boastful nor resentful,
love believes and suffers long--
may love be ours, O Lord.

In the day this world is fading
faith and hope will play their part;
but when Christ is seen in glory
love shall reign in every heart:
may love be ours, O Lord.

 
 Second Scripture Reading   
  1 Corinthians 13:1-13                                                                             

1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, 
I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the 
gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over 
my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  8 Love 
never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where 
there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it 
will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 
but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11 When 
I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned 
like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood 
behind me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then 
we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I am fully known. 13 And now these three remain: faith, 
hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.


