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O, Little Town of Bethlehem

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

How silently, how silently, the wondrous Gift is given;

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven.

No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in.

O, holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

* “Silent Night, Holy Night”

Please stand for our closing carol 

Silent night holy night, all is calm, all is bright

Round yon virgin mother and child; 

holy infant so tender and mild

Sleep in heavenly peace; sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight

Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia

Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth; Jesus,  Lord, at Thy birth

                                (Please raise your candles)

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light

With the angels, let us sing, alleluia to our King

Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born.

* Benediction

  Postlude      Kyle Mazur

 Festive Joy   arr. Kyle Mazur  

(Please extinguish your candle and place in the box provided

at the entrance to the Sanctuary as you leave.)

* Please stand if you are able

Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.



Lebanon Presbyterian Church
4:30, 6:30, 8 and 9:30 p.m. Candlelight and Communion Service

Welcome    The Rev. Peter Larson

Prelude       Samuel Sachs, Piano (4:30 & 6:30)  

Samuel and Rachel Sachs, Kyle Mazur (8 & 9:30)

 God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
     
* Call to Worship   Kai and Rory Earley (4:30)

Jocelyn Williams (6:30) 

The Rev. Peter Larson (8 & 9:30)

    Leader:  He was born of a woman

  People:  So we could be born of God. 

  Leader:   He came down to earth

  People:  To lift us up to heaven.

  Leader:  He became poor

  People:  So we might inherit his riches.

  Leader:  He suffered rejection

  People:  So that we might be his friends.

  Leader:  He died on a cross

  People:  So we might have eternal life.

  Leader:  He was buried in darkness

  People:  To bring us light. 

  Leader:   He took the sins of the world upon himself

  People:  So we might be forgiven. 

  Leader:  Joy to the world!

  All:   The LORD is come!

*Hymn   “Joy to the World! the Lord Is Come”

Joy to the world the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing
And heav’n and nature sing
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing

Joy to the earth the Savior reigns
Let all their songs employ
While fi elds and fl oods
Rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat repeat the sounding joy

No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground
He comes to make His blessings fl ow
Far as the curse is found
Far as the curse is found
Far as far as the curse is found

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders wonders of His love

Lighting the Advent Candle 

      Prince of Peace    The Earley Family

      

Prayer of Praise The Rev. John Morris

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for sending your one and 

only Son to save us.  We thank you that you entered our world as no 

one expected: as a little child. We praise you, that you came as no 

one imagined: in a lowly stable.  With the shepherds,  we bow at the 

mystery of your birth.  With the wise men, we follow the light of Your 

star.  But Lord Jesus, that you were born in Bethlehem long ago  is 

not enough.  You must be born, also, in our hearts.  Give us, we pray, 

the gift of faith.  Save us, we pray, from sin and death. Fill us, we 

pray, with your peace.  Purify our hearts, that they may be worthy to 

become your dwelling place.  In our busy and distracted lives, may we 

never fail to make room for you.  By your Holy Spirit, help us to love 

and serve you always. King of Kings and Lord of Lords, come reign 

and rule in our hearts.  Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us we 

pray!  In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

First Scripture Reading

 Luke 2:1-20     LPC Children

  

Prayer of Dedication   The Rev. Peter Larson  

Offertory

 O Holy Night        LPC Men’s Quartet 

Second Scripture Reading   

 John 14:25-31
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 

things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I 

leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  28 

“You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ 

If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for 

the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, 

so that when it does happen you will believe. 30 I will not say much 

more to you, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold 

over me, 31 but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the 

Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me. “Come 

now; let us leave.

Sermon    The Rev. Peter Larson  

 Prince of Peace

*Hymn       Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;

With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ the everlasting Lord;

Late in time, behold Him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb.

Veiled in fl esh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity,

Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail the heaven born Prince of Peace! hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings, risen with healing in His wings.

Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die.

Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

*The Apostles’ Creed   The Rev. John Morris

       I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead and buried;

   the third day he rose from the dead;

   he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God 

    the Father Almighty;

    from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be seated)

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

  

Carol Medley (Candles will be lit during the fi rst verse)

     

Away In a Manger

Away in a manger no crib for a bed;

The little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head.

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay;

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing the poor baby wakes;

But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes.

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky;

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay;

Close by me forever and love me I pray.

Bless all The dear children in Thy tender care;

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.


