
WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD

 *Closing Hymn       

  The First Noel  

The fi rst Noel, the angel did say,

was to certain poor shepherds in fi elds as they lay;

in fi elds where they lay keeping their sheep,

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Refrain

 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,

 born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star

shining in the east, beyond them far,

and to the earth it gave great light,

and so it continued both day and night. (Refrain)

This star drew nigh to the northwest,

o’er Bethlehem it took its rest,

and there it did both stop and stay,

right over the place where Jesus lay. (Refrain)

Then let us all with one accord

sing praises to our heavenly Lord,

who hath made heaven and earth of naught,

and with his blood our life hath bought. (Refrain)

 Benediction        The Rev. Peter Larson

 

 Postlude          Kyle Mazur

        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

* Please stand if you are able

Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.

We are live streaming the 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship services 

and there is a chance your image 

will be captured on video.  If this is a concern, please contact a staff member. 
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Sunday, December 20, 2020
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. Worship Service

Fourth Sunday of Advent
WE GATHER

 Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Peter Larson 

 Prelude       Kyle Mazur

    

 *Call to Worship   (Isaiah 11:1-4, 6)   The Rev. Peter Larson 

Leader:   A shoot shall come up from the stump of Jesse; 
 from its roots a branch will bear fruit.
People:   The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him – the Spirit of wisdom 

and understanding.
Leader:    The Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge 

and fear of the Lord – and he will delight in the fear of the 
Lord.

People:    He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
 or decide by what he hears with his ears;
Leader:   But with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
 with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
People:   Righteousness will be his belt, and faithfulness, the sash 

around His waist.
Leader:   The wolf will lie down with the lamb, the leopard will lie down 

with the goat, the calf and the yearling together.
All:          And a little child will lead them.

 *Opening Hymn 

  Angels from the Realms of Glory 
Angels from the realms of glory, 

wing your fl ight o’er all the earth;

ye who sang creation’s story, 

now proclaim Messiah’s birth:

Refrain

 Come and worship, come and worship,

 worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the fi elds abiding,

watching o’er your fl ocks by night,

God with us is now residing, 

yonder shines the infant Light: (Refrain)

Sages, leave your contemplations, 

brighter visions beam afar;

seek the great Desire of Nations, 

ye have seen his natal star: (Refrain)

Saints before the altar bending,

watching long in hope and fear,

suddenly the Lord, descending,

in his temple shall appear. (Refrain)

Though an infant now we view him

he will share his Father’s throne,

gather all the nations to him;

every knee shall then bow down. (Refrain)

 Lighting the Advent Candle   
  Everlasting Father John, Fran, Allison, Jay and Emily Morris 

WE PRAY      

  Prayer of Confession   Andrew Johnson 8:30

Skyler Gerald 10:00

Almighty God, when we were lost in sin and darkness, you took pity 

on us.  In your grace and mercy, you came to save us.

Having all glory you became fl esh and blood;

Having all riches, you were born into poverty;

Having all illumination you entered our darkness;

Having all wisdom, you came in the simplicity of a child;

Having all power, you became weak and helpless;

Having the fullness of God, 

you emptied yourself and became a servant.

Lord, as we worship you this morning, help us to recognize our 

shame, our poverty, our darkness, our foolishness, our weakness 

and our emptiness, that we might realize our need for you. By your 

eternal Spirit, come live and dwell in our hearts.  We pray in the 

name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, AMEN.

Assurance of Pardon

 * Response        O Come, Let Us Adore Him   

   O Come, Let Us Adore Him

   O Come, Let Us Adore Him

   O Come, Let Us Adore Him

   Christ the Lord!

 

Prayers of the People  Rachel Jaynes

WE GIVE BACK TO GOD    

 Prayer of  Dedication     The Rev. John Morris

 Offertory  Rachael Earley, Cello, Kyle Mazur, Piano

  What Child is This    Beek, Schmidt, Nelson                                            

WE HEAR THE WORD

 First Scripture Reading   Shelley Bondurant 8:30

  John 1:1-14 Chris Dorsch 10:00
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 

made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was 

the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from 

God whose name was John.  7 He came as a witness to testify 

concerning that light, so that through him all might believe.  8 He 

himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 

world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made 

through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that 

which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all 

who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural de-

scent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 

The Word became fl esh and made his dwelling among us. We have 

seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 

Father, full of grace and truth.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

 

 *Hymn 

      It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old;

From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold.

Peace on the earth good will to men,

From heaven’s all gracious King!

The world in solemn stillness lay

To hear the angels sing.

Still thro’ the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled;

And still their heavenly music fl oats, O’er all the weary world.

Above its sad and lowly plains,

They bend on hovering wing;

And ever o’er its Babel sounds

The blessed angels sing.

For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophet bards foretold;

When with the ever circling years, comes round the age of gold.

When peace shall over all the earth,

Its ancient splendors fl ing;

And the whole world give back the song

Which now the angels sing

 Second Scripture Reading   

  Philippians 2:5-11                                                                              
5  In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as 

Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equal-

ity with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he 

made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being 

made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on 

a cross!  9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave 

him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 

and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 

of God the Father.

 

 Sermon               The Rev. Peter Larson

  Everlasting Father


