
Good Christian friends, rejoice

with heart and soul and voice;

now ye hear of endless bliss;

Jesus Christ was born for this;

he has opened heaven’s door,

and we are blest forevermore.

Christ was born for this!

Christ was born for this!

Good Christian friends, rejoice

with heart and soul and voice;

now ye need not fear the grave;

Jesus Christ was born to save;

calls you one and calls you all

to gain his everlasting hall.

Christ was born to save!

Christ was born to save!           

 Benediction        Skyler Gerald

 

 Postlude          Kyle Mazur

        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

* Please stand if you are able

Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.

We are live streaming the 8:30 a.m. worship service and there is a chance your image 

will be captured on video.  If this is a concern, please contact a staff member. 
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Sunday, December 13, 2020
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. Worship Service

Third Sunday of Advent

WE GATHER

 Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Peter Larson

 Prelude       Kyle Mazur

    

 *Call to Worship   (Psalm 63:1-5)   The Rev. Peter Larson

Leader:  You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you.

People:  I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, in a dry and 

parched land where there is no water.

Leader:  I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power 

and your glory.

People:  Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify 

you.

Leader:  I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will 

lift up my hands.

All:  I will be fully satisfi ed as with the richest of foods; with 

singing lips my mouth will praise you.

 *Opening Hymn 

  O Come All Ye Faithful    

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!

Come and behold him, born the King of angels;

Refrain

 O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,

 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

True God of true God, Light from Light eternal,

lo, he shuns not the virgin’s womb;

Son of the Father, begotten, not created; (Refrain)

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation!

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:

“Glory to God, all glory in the highest”; (Refrain)

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,

Jesus, to thee be all glory given;

Word of the Father, now in fl esh appearing; (Refrain)

 

 Lighting the Advent Candle   

  Mighty God  Morgan Reece and Skyler Gerald 

WE PRAY      

  Prayer of Confession   The Rev. John Morris

Heavenly Father, we hear many untrue things about your Son 

Jesus. We hear that he was just a man. We hear that he is not 

able to save. We hear that trusting in him is a pointless effort. We 

know your Son Jesus is God our savior. And yet, too often we fi nd 

ourselves drawn to these untrue things. We know that Christ alone 

is trustworthy. And yet, too often we place our trust in other things. 

Lord forgive us. In your great mercy, would you guide us to prize 

Jesus above all? Would you lead us to trust him and him alone? 

Lead us to ponder, O Lord, the incarnation, death, resurrection, and 

ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. By your Holy Spirit, fi ll us with 

awe and wonder at the thought of your great love for us this advent 

season and beyond. We pray in the name of the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

 * Response    Emmanuel, Emmanuel    
Emmanuel, Emmanuel,

His name is called Emmanuel

God with us, revealed in us,

His name is called Emmanuel.

 

WE GIVE BACK TO GOD    

 Prayer of  Dedication     The Rev. Peter Larson

 Offertory  Rick McNeely and Kyle Mazur 8:30

  See Amid the Winter’s Snow      Kyle Mazur 10:00

                                                     

WE HEAR THE WORD

 First Scripture Reading    Rachel Jaynes 8:30

  John 8:48-58 The Rev. Randy Fannin 10:00
48 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you 

are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?” 49 “I am not possessed 

by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and you dis-

honor me. 50 I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one 

who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Very truly I tell you, whoever 

obeys my word will never see death.” 52 At this they exclaimed, 

“Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died 

and so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your 

word will never taste death. 53 Are you greater than our father 

Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think 

you are?” 54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means 

nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who 

glorifi es me. 55 Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said 

I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey 

his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing 

my day; he saw it and was glad.” 57 “You are not yet fi fty years 

old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 58 “Very 

truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I 

am!”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

*Hymn 

      Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence   
Let all mortal fl esh keep silence,

and with fear and trembling stand;

ponder nothing earthly minded,

for with blessing in his hand

Christ our God to earth descendeth,

our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary,

as of old on earth he stood,

Lord of lords, in human vesture,

in the body and the blood,

he will give to all the faithful

his own self for heavenly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven

spreads its vanguard on the way,

as the Light of Light descendeth

from the realms of endless day,

that the powers of hell may vanish

as the darkness clears away.

At his feet the six-winged seraph,

cherubim, with sleepless eye,

veil their faces to the Presence,

as with ceaseless voice they cry,

“Alleluia, Alleluia,

Alleluia, Lord Most High!

 Second Scripture Reading   

  Colossians 1:15-20                                                        
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the fi rstborn over all 

creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and 

on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers 

or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 
17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And 

he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 

fi rstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have 

the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell 

in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his 

blood, shed on the cross.

 

 Sermon               Skyler Gerald

  Mighty God

       

WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD

 *Closing Hymn       

  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice      

Good Christian friends, rejoice

with heart and soul and voice;

give ye heed to what we say:

Jesus Christ is born today;

ox and ass before him bow,

and he is in the manger now.

Christ is born today!

Christ is born today!


