Preaching Schedule
Sunday, Dec. 6

Thursday, Dec. 24

Communion Sunday

Christmas Eve

Wonderful Counselor
1 John 1:1-4

On Sundays, bring an unwrapped toy to church now
through December 13. Place on the carts at the entrance to the Sanctuary and the Ark or drop off gifts
to the church office during the week, Monday Thursday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. or Friday 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
by December 21. No toy guns or weapon-type toys
please! We try to keep our gifts of equal value ($1520) each for infants to 14 year olds. Crayons, children’s reading books, hats and mittens will also be
collected. Monetary donations are accepted and
used to purchase toys. Please write checks payable
to Lebanon’s Christmas for Tots! Questions? Call
Mary Deerhake, 513-932-2307.

Mighty God

Sunday, Dec. 27

1 Colossians 1:15-20
John 1:1-14
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Prince of Peace
John 14:25-31
Ephesians

Sunday, Dec. 13

Chronicle

Got Light?
John 3:16-21
Luke 2:1-20

Sunday, Dec. 20

Waiting for Christmas
When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.
-Luke 21:28

Everlasting Father

I remember when I was a child waiting for Christmas.

John 14:1-11
(see also John 10:30)
Revelation 7:9-17

Impatiently, I would count the days. The waiting seemed
endless.
I wish I could say that my desire was deeply spiritual, but it
wasn’t. All I really wanted was to
open my Christmas presents. My
longing was motivated by greed
and selfishness – it had little to do
with the birth of Jesus.
Advent is a season of waiting. We
remember how Jesus came into
our world, and we watch and wait
for his return! We wait for deliverance. We wait for our salvation.
We wait for that day when we are
united with Jesus, when sin and
death and sorrow are no more –
not even a memory.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a Christian pastor and theologian
who spoke out against Adolph Hitler. Imprisoned by the
Nazis, he hoped and longed for freedom. Instead, he was
executed. In one of his Christmas sermons, Bonhoeffer
describes the blessedness of waiting:

want quick answers to the deepest questions of life, and miss
the value of those times of anxious waiting, seeking with patient uncertainties until the answers come. They lose the moment when the answers are revealed in dazzling clarity.”
“The greatest, the deepest, the most tender experiences in all
the world demand patient waiting. Waiting is not in emotional
turmoil, but gently growing, like the emergence of spring, like
God’s laws, like the germinating of a seed.”
“Not all can wait – certainly
not those who are satisfied,
contented, and feel they live
in the best of all possible
worlds! Those who learn to
wait are uneasy about their
way of life, but yet have seen
a vision of greatness in the
world of the future and are
patiently expecting fulfillment.”
“The celebration of Advent is
possible only to those who are troubled in soul, who know
themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who look forward to
something greater to come. For these, it is enough to wait in
humble fear until the Holy One himself comes down to us, God
in the child in the manger. God comes. The LORD Jesus
comes. Christmas comes. Shall we not cry, as the first believers did, “Maranatha!” Come quickly, LORD!”

“Celebrating Advent means learning how to wait. Waiting
is an art which our impatient age has forgotten. We want to
pluck the fruit before it has had time to ripen. Greedy eyes
are soon disappointed when what they saw as luscious fruit
is sour to the taste.”

Waiting is very hard for us. We are restless and impatient.
Nevertheless, we must not lose hope. Jesus is coming soon,
and we must watch and wait.

“The blessedness of waiting is lost on those who cannot
wait, and the fulfillment of promise is never theirs. They

Peter

Your servant in Christ,
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Righteousness

iPray

by John Morris, Interim Director of Pastoral Care

I remember what a shock it was to me to realize the word righteousness in scripture does not mean the keeping of an abstract law. Instead, righteousness means being in relationships that are right and true and clean. We are to be in right relationship with God and with other people. That is the meaning of righteousness.
God’s nature is the basis of our treatment of other people, and his nature is unfailing truthfulness, unending lovingkindness, and unchanging righteousness. Because God is true, loving, and right, we are to treat other people with truthfulness, loving kindness, and righteousness. Each individual person is made in God’s image, and therefore we are designed
to honor other people as being made in His image.
God’s presence is the standard of right and wrong. Our ethical foundation is neither a set of rigid, old-fashioned regulations, nor a spectrum of ever-changing rules that we can manipulate to suit our needs. The triune God should be the basis
of all human treatment of other persons and of the world in which we live. Are we living in right relationships, the way we
were designed to live? Are we treating other people as persons made in the image of the One who is all truth, love and
righteousness? Isaiah 42:6.
As we embark on our journey through the Holy season of Advent I’m praying for Peace on Earth. My hope is that it will
begin with you.
John Morris, Pastoral Care

Read The Bible in 2021

John and Fran Morris will again provide invaluable help and guidance for
adopting a personal program for reading the Bible in 2021. You will find a
menu of themes that you can complete in two weeks. What is important is
that you develop a relationship with God’s Holy Word. The Read the Bible
booklet will be available beginning December 13. Those wanting a booklet
delivered or mailed should call the church office at 513-932-2751 by December 28.

Seek First Prayer Meeting

Joe McKenzie will provide leadership for our prayer warriors to resume meeting on the first Sunday of each month
at 6 p.m. Chairs will be arranged in a circle six feet apart
in the Narthex and masks are recommended. Please use
doors on East Street that open directly into the Narthex.
We hope to see you Sunday, December 6 at 6 p.m. In
2021 our Seek First prayer meeting will be January 3.

A Comforting Light
Many in the LPC family knew Mary Jo Cropper, for her kindness and for her
quiet help in meeting needs. Many more know her as the crusader and benefactor who led the creation of the Mary Jo Cropper Family Center for Breast
Care at Bethesda North. Hers is a story of a woman who described her diagnosis of breast cancer as a “gift,” one that enabled her to touch other people’s
lives and be a light of encouragement. Her life story is a comforting light that
will change the way you face life’s challenges. Get your copy of Mary Jo’s book
in the church office. Cost is $15, all proceeds go to the Mary Jo Cropper Family
Center for Breast Care.

God does nothing but by prayer and everything with it.
- John Wesley
Please pray for the following needs of the church during
the coming month:
 For our search committee as they seek a new Associate Pastor of Pastoral Care and Family Ministry.
 For our staff and Session as they deal with the pressures and demands of Covid-19, that the Lord
would give them grace, wisdom and unity in their
decisions.
 For our Advent and Christmas Eve worship, that we
would carry the light and hope of Christ to people
who need it.
 For Doug Pollock as he prepares to preach and
teach for us in January on “God Space,” and how to
share your faith in conversations.
 For John Morris, the Deacons and our lay pastoral
care teams as they visit the sick and homebound
and meet the many needs of our flock.
 For the renewal of our church, community and the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, that the Holy Spirit would deepen our love for Jesus Christ.

LPC Income and Expenses
$1,100,000
$1,000,000

Jan-Oct Income
Jan-Oct Expenses

$900,000
$800,000
$700,000

$600,000
$500,000
$400,000

$300,000

Session

$200,000

The Session of LPC took the following actions at our November 16 monthly meeting:
$100,000
 Approved a 2021 budget of $1,273,629, reflecting an
2019
2020
increase of $62,000 or about 5 percent. A large part
of the increase is to cover the cost of hiring an Associate
Pastor, as well as a new phone system and additional
funds for long-term maintenance.
Financial Giving
 Approved three new members including Paul and Kathy
Chapman and Linda Fulmer.
As always, we rely on your
 Approved a request from Geo and Ann van der Merwe to
faithful giving to support the
suspend their church membership.
 Approved a motion to suspend several inactive members
mission and ministry of
from the church rolls, including: Kim Mitchell, Steve &
LPC. You can send your
Trish Stewart, Michelle Braceros, Julie Craig, Velma
pledge by mail or you can
Garrison, Arden Kingsland and Josh McLagan.
take advantage of the online
 Approved a congregational meeting for Sunday, Dec. 6 to
giving. To begin online giving just go to our church
elect church officers, receive the church budget and
vote on the terms of call for Pastor Peter Larson. Meetwebsite, lebanonpresbyterian.org then go to the toolbar
ing to be held at 9:30 a.m. in the Ark.
and click on “Online Giving” or text “give” to 513-443 Approved congregational meeting on Sunday, January
5522, or scan the QR code below, by going to your
24 to receive nominations for the nominating committee
camera and focusing on the code, then just touch the
and receive the annual report.
 Approved a Christmas love offering for the LPC staff.
website QR code banner that pops up on your phone.
 Approved a recommendation from Music and Worship to
You will be directed to the Suran website for giving at
schedule four candlelight services on Christmas Eve at
LPC.
4:30, 6:30, 8 and 9:30 p.m. Face masks will be required
at 4:30 and 6:30. Communion will be served at all four
services.

What’s Happening in Worship

by Rick McNeely

Live Stream of the 11 a.m. Starts November 29
After much effort, the Ark live stream system is up and running and will begin on November 29! We thank Kyle Mazur,
Dana Bicknell, Rick Oliver, Anna Bracey, Rachel Jaynes and everyone who helped in making this happen! Links to both
weekly live streams can be found on the church website, weekly emails, and on Facebook.

For Unto us a Child is Born!
Unto us a Son is Given!
Advent begins on Sunday, November 29 and we want to let you know what
is in store for this season. The pandemic is still having an impact on everything we do. Even so, I am excited for the opportunities the season brings to
safely, cautiously, do what we can to bring a bit of normalcy and celebration
to the close of this chaotic year. Peter will be leading us through a deep
dive into the familiar prophesy found in Isaiah 9:6 and I’m happy to announce that we are planning to have a special event to help us celebrate
the wonder of Advent.
Advent begins on Sunday, November 29 with the message - A Son is Given. We continue our journey through the prophecy on December 6 with the message - Wonderful Counselor. On December 13, our focus will be on our Mighty God. December 13, Peter will lead us in a look at God as our Everlasting Father.
On Friday, December 18 at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary, we will present - O Holy Night: A Christmas Celebration featuring music from Rachel and Daniel Sachs, Patty Corfman, Rachael Earley, and others. This special event will be filled with music,
scripture, poetry and prayer as we celebrate the season. We will be following all safety protocols and the evening will be
live streamed so you can join us from home.

Day Care News
As the Holidays are approaching, we reflect on the year 2020 and
look to 2021 with the greatest of hopes. So many changes have
been required as the result of COVID-19 and we feel blessed by all
the support we have received.
COVID-19…Probably the biggest challenge we have ever faced.
With the support of the Church, our amazing staff, wonderful childcare families, the PPP funding, and another smaller grant, WE
MADE IT. Without all this support, we may have failed as a childcare center like so many have this year. When we were ordered to
either close our doors or operate as a Pandemic Childcare Center
on March 26th, we had just enough staff and just enough “essential
workers” to fill our low ratio requirement of 1 teacher to 6 children.
Of course, we were hit hard financially because of the small ratios
and would not be here without the support of the Church and funding.
In August, when we could return to normal ratios, we were again
blessed when all of our staff came back. We are able to increase staffing for cleaning and sanitizing. Current enrollment is
stable, and we only have a few openings in preschool classes. Some families are being cautious and have chosen to not
enroll their children in preschool at this time. Our staff and students have been blessed with good health and our center
has avoided any incidents of this virus. We feel that our struggles have been so worth the effort we have put forth in order
to continue serving our families, and confident that our successes will continue.

We continue our journey into Isaiah 9:6 on December 20, focusing on God as our Everlasting Father.
Our journey then brings us to Bethlehem on Christmas Eve as we find the Prince of Peace laying in a manger. Due to the
pandemic and the desire to safely provide as much space as possible for people to attend, there will be four candlelight
Christmas services this year. The schedule will be 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. (masks required); 8 and 9:30 p.m. (masks recommended). We will be asking you to sign up in advance so we have an idea how many are attending each service and do
not exceed our safe capacity. Overflow seating will also be available in the Ark.

Living Nativity
The Reach Out committee is happy to announce we are planning to have
our annual Outdoor Living Nativity on Saturday, December 5 from 4 to 8
p.m. Cookies and hot chocolate will be given out during the Nativity. We will
be coordinating a group of strong people to put together the stable on Sunday afternoon, November 29 at 12:30 p.m. We also need volunteers to be
characters from the Biblical manger scene. If you are interested in participating as a character, building the stable, working the cookie station or donating 2-4 dozen cookies for Saturday, December 5. Volunteer through
SignUp Genius at www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E45AFA82FA02-live.
For more information contact Chris Dorsch at 513-824-1370 or email chrisdorsch@hotmail.com or Debbie Snider at 513-932-2789. Please consider
helping us to help others remember Christ, the One who is at the center of
this special season.

Update on Interfaith Hospitality
at LPC
Thank you to all who cooked, prepared side dishes, provided
food supplies and gift cards for the six IHN families we hosted
November 15-21.
Our next rotation is coming up at the beginning of the year, January 16-23. We will again need cooks, prepared side dishes, food
supplies and gift cards so we can provide breakfast, lunch and
dinner for our IHN families. At the beginning of January, watch
for the announcement about online sign-ups using SignUpGenius.
Your LPC IHN Leadership Team: Chris Brown, Kira Eickman, Terri Catanzaro, Rob McLagan, Jenna Terrell, Margaret and
Ally Bondurant.

Ideas for A Jesus-Centered
Family Christmas by Tracy Untener
Here are just a few fun and meaningful ideas to help your family focus on the reason for the
season of Christmas.
1. For the season of Advent, set aside 10-20 minutes a day to come together as a family and
follow an Advent daily devotional. Let your children help to read, light the candles, or
otherwise participate in this time of worship.
2. If you have a nativity, wait to put baby Jesus in the manger until He is born on Christmas
Day. You could also use the nativity to re-enact the Christmas story.
3. As Advent begins, discuss giving gifts to Jesus for His birthday. What kinds of things can
you each do, or do together as a family, as a present for Jesus? You could choose something
as simple as Random Acts of Christmas Kindness, or do something a little bit bigger. The church offers many ways
to reach out and serve others, especially at Christmas time. What could your family do? Take this idea a little further...As you complete your gifts of service for Jesus, write about them, and put them in a box or tie them up with
ribbon, then lay them under the tree or next to His empty manger, as you await His birth.
4. On Christmas Eve, place candles in all the rooms of the house and turn off all the lights for a minute. Start telling
the Christmas story or singing a Christmas carol and begin walking through the house. As you travel to each
room, light that room’s candle. When you are done, all the house will be lit up as a symbol of Jesus being the Light
of the World.
5. Christmas Day is Jesus’ birthday. Take a part of Christmas Day to have a birthday party for Jesus, complete with
cake, candles, and presents. You could even play traditional birthday party games.
6. On Christmas day, make sure to take a minute to talk about the blessings you’ve enjoyed during the year, giving
thanks to God. Then open the present(s) you’ve set aside for Jesus in number three above, and discuss what
you’ve done for Him during Advent.
7. Before you open your family’s presents to each other, read the Christmas story, Luke 2:1-20. Say a prayer of
thanksgiving for the most precious gift of all, which God gave to us in Jesus.

Giving Tree
The Missions Committee will again be sponsoring the Giving Tree that supports the Elizabeth New Life Center for infants whose mothers have unexpected or crisis pregnancies. This year you have three options for participating:
You may choose a tag (ornament) from the Giving Tree located in the
Narthex that has an item you would like to purchase and return it, unwrapped with the tag to the church by December 16th.


You may call or email me (info below) and I will grab a tag for you and
my “Reverse Sleigh” will pick up your donation the week of Dec.14 to deliver to church for pick up by the center.


You may make an online donation, directly at elizabethnewlife.org, or,
this year, you can shop online at their baby registry at Walmart.com or Amazon.com by entering first name ENLC, last
name Boutique and city Dayton or Ohio depending on website!


For more information stop by the tree outside the entrance to the Sanctuary or outside the Ark or call/text Melody Bain at 513260-6041 or email mel.bain2013@gmail.com.

Ministry to Teenage Girls
Teenage girls today face realities and struggles that are different than any generation has faced before. Teenage girls
have born the biggest brunt of the damage from the rise of smart phones and social media. This has led to increasing
rates of anxiety and depression in both male and female adolescents. The number of teenagers who recently experienced
depression increased 59% between 2007 and 2017. The rate of growth was faster for teen girls (66%) than for boys
(44%). Girls at a younger and
younger age are dealing with
more suicide, cyber-bullying and
bullying at school, drug abuse,
eating disorders, anxiety,
shame, depression and a lack of
hope. Our teens live in an antiChristian culture, where temptations abound, and for most,
there is an absence of a spiritual
leader in their life.
Our job at Encounter Student
Ministries at LPC is to come
alongside students, as Christian
leaders, and walk with them as
they navigate life. We aim to
walk with them as though we are Encounter Female Leadership: Jenna Terrell, Morgan Reece, Canilee McNeely, and Autumn Guttery.
like Christ to them. We believe
that relationships are at the heart of true conversion. In order to bring teens to a relationship with Christ, we must be willing
to engage in relationship with them ourselves. Spiritual mentors can speak God’s Truth directly into the lives of students
and challenge the lies and idols of this world that are at the root of rampant anxiety and depression. The mission of Encounter is to lead teens closer to Christ. We cannot do this unless we are willing to meet the teens where they are, develop healthy relationships, and walk with them to bring them closer to Christ. It is possibly the most important, and most difficult, aspect of youth ministry and especially difficult during COVID.
Our female leaders (pictured above) are working hard to earnestly seek the Lord in their own lives as they seek to walk
with our female students. Canilee McNeely serves as the Student Ministry Assistant for Female Student Care and takes
the lead as the primary pastoral caregiver for our female students. Autumn Guttery (an alumni of our Encounter group)
and Morgan Reece are serving with us in Lebanon while their college classes are online. Jenna Terrell is a junior at Lebanon High School and is in her first year in her leadership role at Encounter. We are so blessed to have such active and
caring young women to shepherd our female students. In addition to seeking and connecting with female students outside
of church activities, these women lead underclassmen and their peers in Bible study discussion on Wednesday nights.
At the end of the day, what we do is not about a program or event. Those things are great but they are meaningless if
teens are not engaged in relationships that ultimately lead them to a relationship with Christ. Please pray for the young
women in our community and the Encounter Student Ministries leaders who serve them.

This month we honor the following men and
women for their loving service to Jesus Christ
and the church.
Roger Sims for trimming bushes and sprucing
up flowerbeds.
Dean Deerhake for cleaning grill and small
repairs.
Tony and Mindy Moore (Cardinal Landscaping) for a season of lawn care.

Thank You
Dear Staff of LPC, Debbie Snider and Larry Bracey
Thank you all so much for allowing us to have our wedding at
LPC and for making it such an amazing day of love and
Christ-centeredness. The ceremony was perfect, everything
ran so smoothly, and you kept us calm before the ceremony.
Thank you for everything!
Love, Hannah and Andrew Ritchie
LPC Deacons,
Thank you for your continued support of blood donation in
Lebanon. Congratulations on earning the 2019 Platinum
Level Life Saving Ambassadors Club Award. You have truly
made a difference in our community.
Sincerely, Sandy Baur, Community Blood Center
Dear LPC,
Thank you for all you do to keep LPC running. We are so
thankful for the live streaming services. Next best thing to
being there. God bless.
Dick and Donna Kaufman
Dear LPC Family,
Thanks so much for your prayers, notes and cards after my
recent knee surgery. I am well on the way to a complete recovery. This getting old stuff is really for the birds!
Love, Beth Larson

Hayride at
The Larson Farm
Children and families were invited
to enjoy a Fall hayride, bonfire
and S’mores at the Larson farm
on Sunday, November 1.
The LPC deacons (lower left)
serving a delicious dinner at
Wednesday Nights Together.

