
 Sacrament of Holy Communion

WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD

 *Closing Hymn       

  What a Friend We Have in Jesus    

What a friend we have in Jesus,

all our sins and griefs to bear!

What a privilege to carry

everything to God in prayer!

O what peace we often forfeit,

O what needless pain we bear,

all because we do not carry

everything to God in prayer!

Have we trials and temptations?

Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged;

take it to the Lord in prayer!

Can we fi nd a friend so faithful

who will all our sorrows share?

Jesus knows our every weakness;

take it to the Lord in prayer!

Are we weak and heavy laden,

cumbered with a load of care?

Precious Savior, still our refuge–

take it to the Lord in prayer!

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?

Take it to the Lord in prayer!

In his arms he’ll take and shield thee;

thou wilt fi nd a solace there.             

 Benediction        The Rev. Peter Larson

 

 Postlude          Kyle Mazur

        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

* Please stand if you are able

Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.

We are live streaming the 8:30 a.m. worship service and there is a chance your image 

will be captured on video.  If this is a concern, please contact a staff member. 
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Sunday, December 6, 2020
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. Worship Service

Second Sunday of Advent
WE GATHER

 Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Peter Larson

 Prelude       Daniel Sachs

  The Wexford Carol    arr. Mark Hayes 

    

 *Call to Worship   (Isaiah 49:8-13)   The Rev. Peter Larson

Leader:   This is what the Lord says: In the time of my favor I will 
answer you, and in the day of salvation I will help you.

People:   I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant 
people, to restore the land;

Leader:   To say to the captives, “Come out,” and to those in 
darkness, “Be free!”

People:   They will feed beside the roads and fi nd pasture on every 
barren hill.

Leader:   They will neither hunger nor thirst, nor will the desert heat 
or the sun beat down on them.

People:   He who has compassion on them will guide them and 
lead them beside springs of water.

Leader:   Shout for joy, you heavens: rejoice you earth; burst into 
song, you mountains!

All:          For the Lord comforts his people and will have 
compassion on his affl icted ones.

 *Opening Hymn 

  Once in Royal David’s City 
Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall:
with the poor and meek and lowly
lived on earth our Savior holy.

For he is our childhood’s pattern,
day by day like us he grew,
he was little, weak, and helpless,
tears and smiles like us he knew:
and he feels for all our sadness,
and he shares in all our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love;
for that child, so dear and gentle,
is our Lord in heaven above,
and he leads his children on

to the place where he has gone.

 Lighting the Advent Candle   
  Wonderful Counselor   The Lucas Family

WE PRAY      

  Prayer of Confession   Andrew Johnson 8:30

The Rev. John Morris 10:00

Gracious Lord Jesus, as Christmas approaches, we confess our 

disappointment. Parties have been cancelled.  Plans have been 

put on hold.  Instead of gathering with family and friends, we feel 

isolated.  Instead of cheer and joy, we feel drained and exhausted.  

Instead of calm, our nerves are on edge.  Instead of hope, we are 

worried about the future.  After nine months of the pandemic, we 

feel the weight of strain and fatigue. Lord, forgive us. Lord, have 

mercy on us.  In our darkness, may we seek your light.  In our 

despair, may we seek your comfort.  In our disappointment, may 

we be driven into your arms.  May we hear your words of invitation: 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and you will 

fi nd rest for your souls.”   By your Holy Spirit, fi ll us with your joy, 

hope and peace.  We pray in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

 * Response    Emmanuel, Emmanuel    
Emmanuel, Emmanuel,

His name is called Emmanuel

God with us, revealed in us,

His name is called Emmanuel.

 

WE GIVE BACK TO GOD    

 Prayer of  Dedication     Rachel Jaynes

 Offertory  Douglas Frank, Baritone; Rachel Sachs, Soprano;

     Patty Corfman, Oboe; Daniel Sachs, Piano

         O Savior of Our Fallen Race   Getty                                            

WE HEAR THE WORD
 First Scripture Reading    Cindy Jaynes 8:30

  John 15:9-17 Chris Dorsch 10:00
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain 

in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my 

love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in 

his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 

that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each 

other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: 

to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if 

you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because 

a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have 

called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 

have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose 

you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit 

that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the     

Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

 *Hymn 
      As With Gladness Men of Old 

As with gladness men of old

did the guiding star behold;

as with joy they hailed its light,

leading onward, beaming bright,

so, most gracious Lord, may we

evermore be led to thee.

As with joyful steps they sped

to that lowly manger bed,

there to bend the knee before

him whom heaven and earth adore,

so, may we with willing feet

ever seek the mercy seat.

As they offered gifts most rare

at that manger rude and bare,

so may we with holy joy,

pure and free from sin’s alloy,

all our costliest treasures bring,

Christ, to thee, our heavenly King.

Holy Jesus, every day

keep us in the narrow way;

and when earthly things are past,

bring our ransomed souls at last

where they need no star to guide,

where no clouds thy glory hide.

 Second Scripture Reading   
  1 John 1:1-4                                                                               

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 

we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands 

have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The 

life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to 

you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared 

to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that 

you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with 

the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make 

our joy complete.

 

 Sermon               The Rev. Peter Larson

  Wonderful Counselor

 *The Apostles’ Creed    Shelley Bondurant 8:30 

Tom Way 10:00

  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead and buried;

   the third day he rose from the dead;

   he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God 

    the Father Almighty;

    from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen.


