




Sing Noel 
  
 

“I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I 

live.  May my meditation be pleasing to him, as I rejoice in the Lord.” 

Psalm 104: 33-34 

 

Important events require preparation and the annual celebration of Je-

sus’ birth and its significance in our lives is one of them.  The Church 

year begins with the season of Advent (this year on Sunday, November 

29) to give us time to prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord. It is 

a season when we especially remember His coming to live as one of us, 

to live in us through the Holy Spirit, and to anticipate His coming again in 

glory.  

 

One way to prepare for Christmas during Advent is to study the hymns 

and carols of the season. Music is one of God’s greatest gifts to His chil-

dren.  Song is a way of learning and sharing God’s Word.  Long before 

children are able to read, they learn “Away in a Manger.” The songs of 

Advent and Christmas tell of God’s Promise through Prophecy, remind 

us to Prepare our hearts for His coming, to show His Glory in the Good 

News, and instructs us to share our Hope with the world. 

 

This year, as you read the devotionals inspired by Christmas carols and 

hymns and the scriptures upon which they are based, SING TO THE 

LORD! SING NOEL!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



First Week of Advent 

Songs of God’s 
Promise Through 

Prophecy  



First Sunday, November 29 

John 1:1  
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  
and the Word was God.”  

 - John 1:1 
 

 Of the Father’s Love Begotten  
Of the Father’s love begotten,    
 Ere the worlds began to be,  
He is Alpha and Omega,  
He the source, the ending he;  
Of the things that are, that have been,  
And that future worlds shall see,  
Evermore and evermore. 

 
In John’s gospel, he starts right from the first line to make sure that we 
understand some basic things about Jesus: 1. He is divine (“the Word 
was God”), 2. He is eternal (“In the beginning was the Word”), 3. He is 
the Creator of all things (vs.3), 4. He is the Source of all life (vs. 4). Jesus 
didn’t begin life when He was born in Bethlehem, He has always existed. 
He was part of God and He became the expression of God to us when 
He “became flesh and made His dwelling among us.” (vs.14) 
 
John didn’t invent the use of “the Word” either. Psalm 33:6 says, “By the 
word of the Lord the heavens were made.” Psalm 107:20 says, “He sent 
out his word and healed them.” … and many more. 
 
We can’t read each other’s minds. In the same way, we can’t possibly 
know what God is like unless He tells us. Jesus is that visible expression 
of who God is and what God is like. “The Son is the image of the invisible 
God.” (Col 1:15) 
  
Prayer  

Father, I do not have the words to express the awesomeness of your 
plan, sending Jesus to be with us. Thank you that, because of that 
plan, I know that one day I will see Him face-to-face. What a glorious 
day! Hallelujah! Amen. 
 

     Karen Kilpatrick  



Monday, November 30 

Isaiah 7:14  
 

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign:  
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,  

and will call him Immanuel.” 
 - Isaiah 7:14  

 
 O Come, O Come Emmanuel  

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here     
 Until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 

 
Emmanuel. God with us. How precious is the thought contained in this 
beautiful Christmas song! What a wonderful sense of immediacy. We 
know that Mary already gave birth just as the prophecy foretold. We 
know that, by His death on the cross, Jesus already paid the ransom for 
the sins that held us captive. We know that, if we have asked the Holy 
Spirit to come dwell in our hearts, He is already doing exactly that. 
 
And yet, the hymn says “come” – present tense! What a sweet reminder 
that we need to call upon Him daily. He is with us always, but we tend to 
wander. We have a Savior who wants to be with us in all things, so we 
can confidently invite Him into all parts of our lives. When we ask Him to 
come to us, He does. He fills us with a fresh sense of His immediate 
Presence. He is God with us now. 
 
Prayer 

Come, Emmanuel. Be with me today. Sit with me as I read your 
Word. Walk with me through the events of my day. Stand with me 
when I face the cares and trials of this world. Make my heart sensi-
tive to your abiding Presence. How my soul rejoices when You re-
mind me of the wondrous truth that You, my God, are with me! 
Amen. 
  

     Linda Hentschel  



Tuesday, December 1 

Haggai 2:7  
 

“I will shake all nations, and what is desired by all nations will 
come, and I will fill this house with glory,’  

says the Lord Almighty.“  
- Haggai 2:7  

 

 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  
Come, Thou long expected Jesus 
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, 
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart.  

 

In the chapter leading up to today's scripture, the prophet Haggai shares 
a message from the Lord.  Haggai begins his message by observing that 
because the people (under King Darius' rule) have focused their atten-
tion on themselves and their things and have left the house of the Lord in 
ruins, they've been discouraged and have experienced famine as well as 
futility in all their activities.  He goes on to offer words of encouragement 
from the Lord: Be strong, Give careful thought to your ways, The 
Lord is with you, Do not fear. The people obeyed the word of the Lord 
and Haggai's message.  They were commanded to work to build up the 
house of the Lord and the Lord's spirit remained with them.   
 
Our scripture is a wakeup call.  When God wants to make His presence 
known to all the world, He shakes the heavens and the earth.  Clearly 
the desire of all nations is Jesus the Messiah.  God continues to shake 
the world today through the power of the resurrection. The glory and joy 
we experience with God at the center of our lives does not compare to 
anything we have felt before.  Are you ready?  Is Jesus alive in your 
heart today? 
 

Prayer 
Dear Lord, you were born to reign in us and we await your coming in 
glory.  No matter what our earthly life brings, You alone are the only 
one who can satisfy every soul.  Come thou long expected Je-
sus!  Amen. 
  

     The Olding Family  



Wednesday, December 2 

Luke 19:10 
    

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”  

- Luke 19:10 
 

 O How Shall I Receive Thee  
Love caused Thy incarnation,      
Love brought thee down to me;       
Thy thirst for my salvation      
Procured my liberty.            
O love beyond all telling,                    
That led Thee to embrace,          
In love all love excelling,                  
 Our lost and fallen race!  

 
Jesus said, “the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Why? 
Because the Triune “God so loved the world” (mankind). He communed 
with Adam in the garden. But Adam rejected that love as we all do. But 
ever since, God has offered His love as a free gift. We cannot buy it, we 
cannot earn it, we do not deserve it. How shall we receive a free gift? 
With an open hand. In this case, with an open heart. But love is not an 
object. It is a relationship. God’s love is poured out on us every day giv-
ing us hope, peace, joy, and ultimately eternal life with Him. Our part of 
the relationship is to love God and to, just like Him, love all that He loves. 
This is an overwhelming truth: the God who created everything that ex-
ists, focused on humans and loved them enough to suffer the punish-
ment they deserved. 
 

Prayer 
Our Father, the thought that the Creator of the Universe loves us is 
overwhelming. The fact that we forget and ignore you is maddening, 
but we do. Forgive us, help us to be constantly aware of your grace 
and to love you as you deserve. In the name of Jesus who earned 
our salvation we pray.  Amen.     

      
     Joe McKenzie  



Thursday, December 3 

Psalm 24:10 

 
“Who is he, this King of glory?  

The Lord Almighty— he is the King of glory.”  

- Psalm 24:10 
 

 The King of Glory Comes  
The King of Glory comes,                 
the nation rejoices,      
Open the gates before him,               
lift up your voices.       
Who is the King of Glory?              
How shall we call him?         
He is Immanuel,                               
the promised of ages. 

 
Open wide the gates of your heart to welcome the King of Glory into your 
life this Advent season.  Even though our church family is separated as 
we prepare for Christmas this year, we are joined by our love of God and 
our love for one another.  We are blessed to be able to worship together 
by live streaming or in person each Sunday. The King of Glory is Jesus; 
the Son of God, the Son of Man, the Lion of Judah, the Lamb of God, our 
Redeemer, our Savior - Immanuel - God with us. Through the presence 
of the Holy Spirit, we are never separated from God. The Holy Spirit is 
our Helper, Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor, Counselor, and Strength-
ener. Let us dedicate ourselves to being a praying church during this 
Advent season.  May we hold our family of faith close in our hearts, as 
so many silently struggle with isolation and loneliness. Open wide the 
gates of your heart and sing with joy this Advent season to welcome the 
King of Glory.   
 
Prayer 

Heavenly Father, as we wait in humble gratitude for the birth of your 
Son Jesus, we give you thanks for the many blessings that you bring 
into our lives each day.  We offer ourselves in a gift of service to oth-
ers this Advent season. Amen.            
 

     Sharen Benner  



Friday, December 4 
Luke 4:18  

 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free,”  
 - Luke 4:18  

 
 Hail to the Lord's Anointed  

Hail to the Lord’s anointed 
great David's greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, 
his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
to set the captive free; 
to take away transgression, 
and rule in equity.  

 
In ancient Christian writings, three words are always found together:  
Jesus. Christ. LORD.  In fact, these three words form the earliest confes-
sion of the Christian church – our core beliefs. The word Christ comes 
from a Greek word, christos, which means “the anointed one,” or 
“chosen one.”  The word “LORD,” comes from the Greek word “Kurios” 
which means God, King, absolute ruler. 
 
When we declare that Jesus is the Christ, we are expressing our belief 
that he is unique in human history. Jesus is the chosen one, sent by God 
and anointed by the Spirit, to save the human race from sin and death. 
When Jesus recited these words from the Prophet Isaiah, people in his 
hometown praised him. But when Jesus dared to proclaim that he was 
the Christ, people were furious.  They even tried to kill him! The did not 
believe that Jesus, the carpenter’s Son, was Messiah and Savior. You 
see, Jesus is not just another teacher, philosopher or religious guru.  He 
is the Christ, the one anointed by God to save the world. 
  
Prayer 

Lord Jesus, I believe that You are the Christ – the one and only Son 
of God. Thank you for giving up the glory of heaven to save 
me!  AMEN. 
 
     Pastor Peter Larson  
  



Saturday, December 5 

Ma.hew 24: 42, 44  
    

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day 

your Lord will come.  So you also must be ready, because the Son 

of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 

- Ma�hew 24: 42, 44  

 
 Watchman, Tell Us of the Night  

Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 
Traveler, o’er yon mountain’s height, 
See that glory-beaming star! 
Watchman, doth its beauteous ray 
Aught of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes, it brings the day, 
Promised day of Israel.   

 
This beautiful hymn began as a poem which paints the picture of God’s 
answered promise to Israel to bring a Redeemer to save His people for 
all time. As the land of Israel, and the whole world, was covered by the 
darkness of sin, the Light of peace and truth comes to fill the earth. And 
with the coming of Jesus into the world, all our hearts have been given a 
new light which spreads every day we greet someone who doesn’t know 
Him. Please take the time to listen to the entire hymn and read Matthew 
24. Be prepared! 
 
 
Prayer 

Lord Jesus, thank you for the gifts you have given us, and especially 
the gift of your life and teachings, so we can bless others with pre-
sents so valuable and imperishable as eternal life with you. Amen. 
 

     Larry Bracey  
 

  



Second Week of Advent 
 

Songs of  
Preparation  



Second Sunday, December 6 

Psalm 24:7  
        

“Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, 

    that the King of glory may come in.”  

- Psalm 24:7  
  
 Lift Up Your Heads Ye Mighty Gates 

Fling wide the portals of your heart;                                                                                        
Make it a temple, set apart                                                                                                  
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ,                                                                                        
Adorned with prayer and love and joy.  
 

One image of Jesus stands out in my childhood memories: Jesus knock-
ing at a door, a picture I saw each time I visited my grandparents’ home. 
As I consider that image, I think about what knocking and opening 
means. Knocking: seeking entry. Opening: a response to the person who 
is knocking.  
 
Sometimes, when someone knocks at the door, we are so occupied that 
we do not hear the knock. Sometimes, if we are able to see who’s knock-
ing without their knowing, we ignore the knocking to avoid an encounter.  
Sometimes, we don’t recognize the person knocking, so we open the 
door just a crack to find out what the person wants.  Sometimes, when 
we recognize the person knocking, we open the door enough to talk. And 
sometimes, when we know who’s knocking, we race to the door excited-
ly, fling it open, and warmly welcome that person into our home.  
 
This Advent season, Jesus is knocking at the doors of our hearts.  How 
will we respond? 
 
Prayer 

Jesus, let us hear you knocking at the doors of our hearts.  Redeem-
er, come, with us abide; our hearts to Thee we open wide; let us Thy 
inner presence feel; Thy grace and love in us reveal. Amen.  
                                            
     Nina Dorsch  

  



Monday, December 7 

Habakkuk 2:20 
    

“The Lord is in his holy temple; 

    let all the earth be silent before him.”  

- Habakkuk 2:20 
 

 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence,  
And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
For with blessing in his hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand.  
 

What other gift have we ever been given, so holy, so priceless, so eter-
nal? We are unworthy, and yet, we are given Jesus, who came to earth 
as a human, who bears our sin and guilt, and who died for us that we 
might live with Him. 
 
We are called to forget about earthly things, to honor and revere our 
Savior, and to be silent in the presence of the only One who matters, the 
only One worthy of our praise, the one true God.  
 
Prayer  

Dear heavenly father, we are so grateful for your gift of Jesus. We 
wait in anticipation of his birth and praise and honor you in worship, 
trembling in awe of what this gift means for us eternally. May we be 
silent and listen for you to speak to us this Advent season. Amen. 
 

 
     Patty Corfman  



Tuesday, December 8 

Ma.hew 25:6  
 

“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom!  
Come out to meet him!’”  

- Ma�hew 25:6  
 

 Rejoice, Rejoice Believers 
Rejoice, rejoice, believers! 
And let your lights appear; 
The evening is advancing, 
And darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising, 
And soon he will draw nigh; 
Up! pray, and watch, and wrestle! 
At midnight comes the cry.  
 

Many years ago, when I was a Girl Scout, we used kerosene lanterns at 
camp. Each morning those lanterns had to be cleaned. It was a messy 
and tedious, yet necessary, job for young girls.  
 
Today’s carol was inspired by Jesus’ parable of the 10 maidens and their 
lamps. Five wise maidens kept their lamps ready, with extra oil, waiting 
for the bridegroom, while five foolish maidens did not. When the bride-
groom arrived, the foolish maidens were searching for oil and missed the 
chance to go into the wedding feast. Of course, the bridegroom is Jesus, 
and the maidens, are those of us waiting for his return.  
      
It is unusual for a Christmas carol to speak of Jesus’ second coming, but 
perhaps more appropriate. We look back fondly at his birth, but his return 
stretches out before us, the exact time unknown. We are waiting and 
“wrestling” - with the world around us, and its uncertainty, struggles, and 
sins. Are we keeping our lamps ready and filled with prayer, devotions, 
acts of kindness? Jesus knew his people would struggle in the waiting. 
But he also gave us his promise that he would abide in us, ‘even unto 
the end of the age.’ 
 
Prayer 

Lord Jesus, abide in us and guide our lives as we wrestle with the 
world waiting for your return. Help us remember that after the waiting 
comes the wedding feast. Amen. 
 

     Inga Kimple 



Wednesday, December 9 
Song of Songs 2:1 

 
“I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.”  

- Song of Songs 2:1  

 
 Lo, How a Rose ‘Ere Blooming  

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse's lineage coming 
As saints of old have sung. 
It came, a floweret bright, 
Amid the cold of winter 
When half spent was the night. 

 
Have you heard of a plant with a bright floweret that blooms at night 
amid the cold?  
 
Continue reading in Song of Songs 2: “a lily among thorns, I delight to sit 
in his shade, and his fruit is sweet to my taste. Let him lead me….” 
 
I love metaphors in Bible verses or hymn lyrics that represent Jesus. 
Sometimes the metaphor is hidden but Jesus is there if you dig deep. 
And he may be hidden in the verse or lyric, but he is not hidden from 
those who seek & look for him. He can always be found in the Spirit.  
 
Jesus is our Rose; from the lineage of Jesse, a floweret bright, a rose of 
the Valley of Sharon, blooming amid the cold when half the night was 
spent. Let us remember this Rose in Springtime when roses are in 
bloom. Let us also remember this Rose every day of our lives! 
 
Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of your Rose at Christmas. A 
Rose always blooming, that we seek to lead us. Let us always re-
member this Rose not only when we see it in bloom in the spring, 
but also during the depths of cold, cold winter. In Jesus’s name we 
pray, Amen. 
   

     Larry Oury  
 



Thursday, December 10 

Isaiah 11:10 
 

“In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner  
for the peoples; the nations will rally to him,  

and his resting place will be glorious.”  
- Isaiah 11:10 

 
 Behold a Branch is Growing  

Behold a Branch is growing         
Of loveliest form and grace;        
As prophets sung, foreknowing,           
It springs from Jesse’s race,      
And bears one little flower          
In midst of coldest winter,         
At deepest midnight hour.  
 

Gardening, I have learned, is not for the impatient among us (of which I 
am one). You have to plant the right seeds, in the right place, and with 
the right combination of soil and water and sunlight before it finally grows 
into something beautiful. 
 
God knows this. He knew that he would send His Son to save us at the 
very beginning of time - but the conditions had to be just right before that 
could happen. God is always working; we just can’t see the roots while 
they’re underground.  
 
Jesus entered the world when the night was darkest, in a place where he 
was not expected. Maybe that’s because the light shines the brightest in 
the darkness. Beloved, take heart – in the deepest midnight hour, your 
King is never far away. He knows what you need before you even ask. 
Let’s never stop celebrating that! 
 
Prayer 

Lord, thank You for the beautiful gift of Jesus through whom we are 
saved. Thank You for Your perfect timing and sovereign will in our 
lives. Please make us instruments of Your light and peace, that oth-
ers may come to know You through us, and that Your name will be 
glorified to the ends of the earth. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 

     Rachel Jaynes  



Friday, December 11 
Psalm 98:4 

 
“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, 
    burst into jubilant song with music;“ 

- Psalm 98:4 
 
 Joy to the World  

Joy to the world, the Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And Heaven and nature sing 
 

Last December, we participated in LPC’s Live Nativity for the first time.  It 
was a crisp, beautiful night with Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds watch-
ing over baby Jesus. 
 
We had heard that volunteering for this ministry was incredible. We were 
always reluctant to volunteer because who really wants to be in the cold. 
As we heard conversations between parents and their children, it 
brought joy and warmth to our hearts. 
 
In a very busy season, Jesus can get lost in the holiday merriment. For 
us, participating in the Live Nativity gave us time to pray for our church 
family, community, nation, and world. Jesus was front and center with us 
in the manger. The children and adults loved the animals. So many  fam-
ilies thanked us for having the Live Nativity. At one point, a large group 
of carolers came by. Along with singing carols to us, they left us a tin of 
cookies. We were all dumbfounded. We were supposed to be sharing 
the love of Christ with the community and we were being ministered to 
by the carolers. 
 
You’re probably thinking, did they sing “Joy to the World”? Absolutely. 
 
Prayer 

Jesus, especially during this Advent season, may we turn our focus 
to you and sing your praises and glory to all. Amen. 

 
     Jack and Terri Catanzaro 
 



Saturday, December 12 

Luke 2:15 
 

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shep-

herds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  

- Luke 2:15 
 

 O Come All Ye Faithful  
Oh, come, all ye faithful,                 
Joyful and triumphant!       
Oh, come ye, oh come ye to Bethlehem.                
Come and behold him,      
Born the King of angels;       
Oh, come, let us adore him,         
Christ, the Lord.  
 

The shepherds were prepared for the Lord’s revelation and answered, 
“Let us go…and see.” The Lord revealed His birth to the shepherds and 
revealed His Lordship to our hearts and history's timeline. He is worthy of 
our worship, humility, and awe.  
 
“O Come All Ye Faithful” gives an invitation that goes straight to the 
heart and stirs wonderment and joy: Come, adore, worship Christ the 
Lord. Worshipping God is a privilege bought with the precious blood of 
Christ. And now, the Father seeks those who will worship Him in Spirit 
and truth (John 4:23).  
 
This hymn is several hundred years old, but its message is simple with a 
timeless and resounding passionate call: “O come let us adore, Him.” 
The Lord compassionately reveals that He satisfies: “Come, everyone 
who thirsts come to the waters” (Isaiah 55:1). Let us reply, "Let us go."  
 
Prayer 

My Lord, when I don’t hear the call to worship, open my ears.  When 
I don’t see the need for worship, open my eyes.  When I don’t bow to 
Your Lordship, change my heart that I might worship You in Spirit 
and truth. Amen. 
  

     Tari Heath  



Third Week of Advent 

Songs of  
Good News  



Third Sunday, December 13 

Isaiah 7:14 
    

“ Therefore the Lord himself will give a sign:  

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,   

and will call him Immanuel.” 

- Isaiah 7:14 
 

 Silent Night  
Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm; all is bright                
Round yon virgin mother and child  
Holy infant so tender and mild       
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
When reading this verse I am often overcome by the very last word; 
“Immanuel” God with us. God incarnate. The immortal, eternal God was 
to be born into our world as a tiny baby and He would save His people 
from sin. 
 
But why does this matter? In what sense is “God with us”? God is with 
us in that He sent His Son to live and die and rise again for us. God is 
with us so that we may be forgiven for our sin, accepted as sons and 
daughters of God, reconciled, and loved by the Father. While we were 
dead in our sin, God came to us in infancy. 
 
Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for sending your Son to be born of a 
virgin and become the full and final atonement for our sin. We thank 
you that while we were still powerless, Christ came. Amen.   

 
     Morgan Reece  
 

 
 
 



Monday, December 14 

Isaiah 9:6  
 

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby,      
keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord   

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified.” 

- Isaiah 9:6 
 

 O Holy Night  
O holy night the stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth  
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new glorious morn 
Fall on your knees; O hear the angels' voices 
O night divine; O night when Christ was born 
O night divine, O night, O night divine.  

 

One of the most biblical Christmas songs ever written depicts the birth of 
Jesus on the holiest of all nights; a night set apart forever. When Jesus 
was born, the world was cursed by sin with little hope. When God sent 
his only son, He showed us that He loved us so much that even though 
Jesus was the long awaited Messiah, God would sacrifice Christ as a 
testament to our worth. (Isaiah 9:6)  
 

We sing of rejoicing in the hope of being set free from sin; the knowledge 
we are saved when we turn to God. The thrill of hope when on that glori-
ous morn we all see God face to face. When I sing the chorus, “Fall on 
your knees…” I am so caught up in my own visual sight of Christ being 
born and how glorious God’s love for us really is. The fact that this beau-
tiful baby will have the world against him and still want to save me a sin-
ner; I am so moved. I am standing by His cradle while singing the lyrics; I 
know God knows my every need and is always present. Loving me while 
giving me Peace. I am so humbled by this good news! Let us all sing 
praises to His name! 
 

Prayer 
Father God, you gave us your son knowing what was in his future. 
What love you have shown me! Thank you. I am so unworthy. I ask 
you to help me this day show others your love and share the good 
news. In your son’s name I pray and believe. Amen. 
Amen. 
 

     Jan Watsell  



Tuesday, December 15 

Philippians 2:5-7 
    

“In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset 
as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, 

    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his 
own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness.” 

- Philippians 2:5-7 

 
 He is Born, the Divine Christ Child  

He is born, the divine Christ Child,  
Play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!  
He is born, the holy Child,               
Sing we all of the Savior mild.      
Jesus, Lord of all the world,        
coming as a child among us,       
Jesus, Lord of all the world,          
grant to us thy heavenly peace.  

 
At the incarnation, heaven kissed earth. Jesus Christ, the eternal second 
person of the Trinity, took upon himself a human nature and in one man 
exists full deity and full humanity. This is a wondrous truth that has led 
Christians to their knees in awe since the beginning. And yet, coinciding 
with this, is yet another marvelous truth; the humility of Christ. Our text 
says of Christ, “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality 
with God something to be used to his own advantage”. In fact, Christ 
came to us not in blazing glory though he had every divine right to; he 
came to us in humility as a rather impoverished baby. Even more, our 
Lord Jesus Christ humbled himself, even to the point of death on the 
cross, that he would be a ransom for many. Such is a humility unfathom-
able.  
 
Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your son Jesus in humility 
that we might have communion with you. Would you help us to be 
imitators of Christ and form us into more humble brothers and sisters 
in Jesus Christ.  Amen.    

 

     Skyler Gerald 
 



Wednesday, December 16 

Luke 2:7 
 

“and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest 

room available for them.” 
- Luke 2:7 

 
 Away in a Manger  

Away in a manger 
No crib for His bed 
The little Lord Jesus 
Lay down His sweet head               
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,                                   
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.  

 
This summer at VBS, we got to see the manger in Pastor Peter’s barn.  It 
was dirty, stinky, and animals eat out of it!  At first, it’s shocking to think 
that Jesus, the King of Kings, the Savior of the world, was born in a sta-
ble and slept in a place where animals eat.  But, when you think about it, 
it makes sense.  The Bible is full of stories about how God wants us to 
be humble, to think of others and serve others.  It’s not about us.  Je-
sus’s birth shows us how God wants us to live.  Mary, too, humbled her-
self.  She knew she was giving birth to the Son of God.  But, she didn’t 
say, “Look at me!  I’m the mother of the Savior!”  Rather, she gave birth 
away from home, among animals, and graciously stepped into mother-
hood – one of the hardest and most humbling jobs on the planet.   
 

“Be near me Lord Jesus I ask you to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
And fit us for heaven, to live with you there.” 

 
Prayer 

Lord, may we always remember your gift of ultimate sacrifice 
through Jesus. Continue to remind us to focus less on ourselves and 
more on You and serving Your kingdom. As Jesus arrived in lowly 
conditions, and Mary stepped into motherhood in those same condi-
tions, may we step into humble service of others to honor You.  
Amen. 
 

     The Martinson Family  



Thursday, December 17 

Luke 2:8-9 
    

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby,  
keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified.”  

- Luke 2:8-9 
 
 The First Noel  

The first Noel the angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay: 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel!  

 
When I was a little girl, I enjoyed arranging the Nativity scene at Christ-
mas time.  At school, we learned about Jesus as the Good Shepherd.  
Still today I love the Nativity scene; I have a collection that I enjoy ar-
ranging each year.  Over the years, I read more about shepherds; how 
sheep know their shepherd’s voice and will come when he calls. Shep-
herds watch over their sheep, even throughout the coldest night.  The 
good shepherds love their sheep so much that they will leave the flock to 
rescue one lost sheep. 
 
Several years ago, I went on a retreat and spent time contemplating a 
beautiful stained-glass window. The window was a scene of Jesus hold-
ing a sheep in His arms with several other sheep around. Some of the 
sheep clustered at Jesus feet; one looked off into the distance. I won-
dered, which one of the sheep was me?  Was I the sheep looking away 
from Jesus?  Or maybe one of ones crowding around His feet?   Finally, 
I realized I was a rescued sheep, like the one Jesus held close in His 
arms.  Take a moment; which one of the sheep are you? 
 
Prayer 

Thank You Lord, for teaching us through the actions of lowly shep-
herds, that You love us enough to seek us out when we are lost.  
And that once we are rescued, we will be held in Your arms, forever-
more.  Amen.  
 

     Mary Jo Oliver  



Friday, December 18 

Luke 2:10 
 

“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you  

good news that will cause great joy for all the people.“ 

- Luke 2:10  
 
 While Shepherds Watched their Flocks 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, 
And glory shone around. 
 

“Fear not!” said he, for mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled mind; 
“Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind.  

 
I love reading and singing about the miraculous birth of Jesus. God 
blended simple with spectacular to announce the event. The angel’s 
message from God spoke words of love and hope to shepherds and all 
people. The simple words “good news” and “great joy” would become the 
spectacular plan of God to be with us and redeem us.  In these times of 
uncertainty, fear, and bad news, we have God’s Spirit in us to dispel fear 
and fill us with “great joy” when we accept the “good news” of Christ’s 
sacrificial love. 
 
While we “watch” over our “flocks” of families, friends and daily responsi-
bilities, God wants us to know He is with Us.  His Spirit will enable us to 
show great joy to all people because of the good news that Jesus, our 
Savior, has been born in our hearts. That is reason to sing hymns and 
carols with Great Joy and share the Good News! 
 
Prayer 

Holy Father, thank you for your gift to us at Christmas. Please help 
us truly understand that we were given the gift of Eternal Life starting 
with the Christmas Story. Thank You Father for your awesome gift! 
In Your Son’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

     Joyce Palmer 



Saturday, December 19 

Luke 2:13-14 
    

“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying,   

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

- Luke 2:13-14 
 
 Angels We Have Heard On High 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains         
Gloria, in excelsis Deo 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo 

 
Lyrics in songs have always resonated with me to better understand a 
feeling – joyful, sentimental, happy, sad, angry, you name it, and there is 
likely a song that conveys that feeling.  There are lots of songs that, when 
played, bring back distant memories where I can remember what I was 
feeling, but the “feeling” is more dulled over the years.  I have been sing-
ing “Angels We Have Heard on High” my whole life, and yet when I read it 
now in context with the verses from Luke, I feel more connected to the 
song than ever before.  What an amazing experience for those shepherds 
described in Luke and the song’s lyric - “. . . sweetly singing o’er the 
plains, and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains . . . . ” and 
powerful melody really captures for us that phenomenal event.  I am not 
sure I will ever sing that familiar verse again without specifically tying in 
the verses in Luke.   
 

Prayer 
Dear Lord, thank you so much for the gift of music and for the gift of 
remembering and most of all, thank you for the gift of Jesus.  We love 
you.  Amen. 
  

     Shelley Bondurant  



Fourth Week of Advent 

Songs of  
Faith and Hope 



Fourth Sunday, December 20 

Micah 5:2 

    

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small  

among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me  

one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins  

are from of old, from ancient times.”  

- Micah 5:2 

 

 Oh Little Town of Bethlehem 

How silently, how silently 

the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of His heaven. 

No ear may hear His coming, 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive Him still 

the dear Christ enters in.      

 

From a little town comes the savior of the world, and from this day let 

him rule in your heart.  From the smallest packages come the greatest 

gifts. This gift has been freely given, allow the Christ child to enter in. 

 

Prayer 

Gracious Jesus, enter us and rule our hearts, our minds, our souls. 

We surrender to you. Allow your peace to rule this world for now and 

forever.  Amen. 

  

     Tom Way  



Monday, December 21 

Isaiah 40:9  
    

“You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. 
You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with    
a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, 

    Here is your God!”  
- Isaiah 40:9 

 
 Go Tell It on the Mountain  

Go, tell it on the mountain,  
over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain  
that Jesus Christ is born.  

 
To reach the highest elevation in Ohio at 1,550 feet we would need to 
check out Campbell Hill in Bellefontaine. Instead, get a ladder and head 
for your roof top. We’re planning on doing some serious, very loud 
shouting/singing!  Concentrate your thoughts on Isaiah 40:9, this verse 
echoes a slightly different one in the Bible, where Jesus exhorts his dis-
ciples to spread the word of God; “Therefore whatsoever ye have spo-
ken in darkness shall be heard in the light; and that which ye have spo-
ken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops” (Luke 
12:3).  We have added the italicized words, to this original hymn by John 
Wesley Work, Jr.* 
 

Go, tell it on the mountain, Glory to God! Glory to God! 
Over the hills and every-where, Glory to God! Glory to God! 
Go, tell it on the mountain, Glory to God! Glory to God! 
That Jesus Christ is born.  
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest! 

 

On your high mountain, Behold your God! We’re just praising the Lord. 
We’re so glad He came. 
 
Prayer 

Jesus, we thank you for being born, and God we thank you for send-
ing us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. Amen. 
 
     John and Fran Morris  

  
 

*John Wesley Work, Jr. became the first African-American collector of African-American spiritu-
als. Most of the songs were not written down but passed down verbally. In the second addition of 
New Jubilee Songs he included Go, Tell It On the Mountain. We thank him for keeping it in exist-
ence. 



Tuesday, December 22 

Ma.hew 2:1-2 
 

“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 

his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  
- Ma�hew 2:1-2 

 
 We Three Kings 

Glorious now behold him arise;  
King and God and sacrifice:  
Alleluia, Alleluia,  
sounds through the earth and skies.  
O star of wonder, star of light,  
star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still proceeding,  
guide us to thy perfect light.   

 
Perhaps because my primary love language is gifts, I have always been 
drawn to the gold, frankincense and myrrh part of the Magi’s story. I can’t 
help but notice when there is biblical evidence that seems to indicate that 
gift-giving is an appropriate and worthy expression of love and rever-
ence.  But if I do not look beyond verse four of this beloved carol, I miss 
a much bigger takeaway. The precious gifts the Magi brought to Jesus 
were merely tangible demonstrations of something far more profound: a 
deep need to worship the Lord.  When the Magi learned of the birth of 
the Savior, nothing short of travelling hundreds of miles to be in the pres-
ence of Jesus would have satisfied their desire to worship.  And verse 
five is a reminder that they were not alone.  Christ’s birth brought about 
praises and alleluias across the heavens and earth. And so it seems that 
proclaiming adoration for His majesty, awe of His deity and unending 
gratitude for His sacrificial love was then, and remains today a beautiful 
gift. 
 
Prayer 

Dear Lord, please give us the clarity to focus on and the conviction 
to act upon our desire to worship you, at Christmastime and all year 
long.  Amen. 
  
      Rachael Earley  



Wednesday, December 23 

Ma.hew 2:10-11 
 

“When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  On coming to the 

house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 

down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 

presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.” 

- Ma�hew 2:10-11 
 
 As with Gladness Men of Old  

As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold 
As with joy they hailed its light 
Leading onward, beaming bright 
So, most gracious God, may we 
Evermore be led to Thee.  

 
When the Magi began their journey from wherever in the East they were 
from, they didn’t know exactly what the star meant.  They knew that it 
meant something special but they didn’t know where to find “the one who 
has been born king of the Jews?” (Mt. 2:2).  They met with Herod and 
when they read the scriptures they learned where they could find the 
baby born king of the Jews: In Bethlehem!  When the star stopped over 
the place where Jesus was, they were excited because they had found 
what they were looking for…Jesus!  They had been guided by the star to 
their destination and were overjoyed with gladness. The Magi were ex-
perts in studying the stars searching for the fate and future of the world 
but they needed to consult God’s Word to find Jesus. If we desire to ex-
perience the gladness as Magi of old this Christmas, we need to go to 
God’s word to find Jesus. No amount of stargazing or navel-gazing will 
lead us to the one born the King of Kings. I pray that you will be drawn to 
read your Bible this Christmas just as the Magi did. 
 
Prayer 

Dear God, we seek you as the Magi did so long ago. We notice that 
the world around us has changed and are drawn to you. Call us to 
you through Your Word. May we seek You in scripture and find You. 
May we be drawn to read Your Word this Christmas.  Amen. 
  
      Andrew Johnson 



Thursday, December 24 

Christmas Eve 

John 14:3-4 
 

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 

you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the 

way to the place where I am going.”  

- John 14:3-4 
 
 Once in Royal David’s City 

And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
Through His own redeeming love; 
For that child so dear and gentle, 
Is our Lord in heaven above, 
And He leads His children on, 
To the place where He is gone.  
 

This hymn tells the story of Jesus Christ coming down from Heaven to a 
humble stable. It was here in this common place that He, the Un-
Common, the Holy, chose to be born. We are like that stable - lowly, sin-
ful, waiting for his cleansing which He accomplished on the Cross, 
through His shed blood for us that we might become His children. 
 
As His children, we hear His voice from His Word, and He leads us 
through this life like the Good Shepherd that He is: guiding, protecting, 
teaching, with the purpose of bringing us to Heaven where at last we will 
see Him  "as He is”.  What a glorious day that will be!  To fully know His 
presence! 
 
The joy of Christmas is the arrival of the Savior into our world, a joy that 
becomes deeper as we follow Him. 
 
Prayer 

Lord, may we keep our eyes on You as we journey through this life, 
with the expectant joy of someday enjoying life in eternity with You.  
Amen.  
  
      Diane McMurrin  

  



Friday, December 25 

Christmas Day 

Philippians 4:4 
 

“ Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!“ 

- Philippians 4:4 
 
 Good Christian Friends Rejoice 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave:   
Jesus Christ was born to save;       
Calls you one and calls you all             
to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save!                 
Christ was born to save!  

 
Today our Savior, our Strength, our Light was born. Take delight in this 
my special friends, for there is no need to worry about things that are out 
of your control. Rather, give your troubles to our loving God and let His 
everlasting love wash over your heart with ease. We are safe in His 
hands now and forever more. May His abundant grace give you the 
strength to guide you into peace and love within yourself and with others 
around you. 
       
Prayer 

Lord, I pray, asking you to give me the strength to spread your good-
ness to all whom I meet. You bring peace in my heart and mind. I 
pray that you keep all who are dear to me safe in your caring arms, 
for I trust you, God. You are my Strength and my Shield away from 
evil. With you, nothing is impossible. Thank you God. Thank you 
Jesus Christ. Thank you Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
       Jaclyne Andrews  
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