Preaching Schedule
Sunday, Oct. 4

Sunday, Oct. 18

Communion Sunday

The Sound of
Rejoicing

A Nation on Its Knees

Chronicle

Lebanon Presbyterian Church
October 2020

Nehemiah 12:27-47

Nehemiah 9:1-13

Sunday, Oct. 11

Sunday, Oct. 25

I Promise

Always Reforming

Nehemiah 9:38; 10:28-39

Nehemiah 13:6-22; 30-31

Reformation Sunday

Coming Back to Worship
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the
house of the Lord!”
- Psalm 122:1

When will you come back to worship?
Some of you are back already. Some are waiting for a vaccine. Some will not come back unless masks are required.
Some will not come back until Covid-19 has ended completely.
When will you come back
to worship? As your pastor, I can’t make that decision for you. It depends
on your age, health and
personal level of safety
and caution. If you are
live-streaming worship
that is okay – you shouldn’t feel guilty about it.
However, my real concern
is that some people may not come back at all. In general, if
people are out of the church for a long time, they don’t
come back. After six months, the “habit” of worship begins
to fade. People feel disconnected and disengaged. In the
wake of Covid-19, many experts predict a long-term shift in
church attendance.
I am extremely grateful that our church has been able to
live-stream worship. In many ways, it has helped us to stay
connected with the LORD and with each other. I hear this
especially from our homebound members. For all of us, the
live streaming technology has been a lifeline and a blessing.
The danger, however, is that technology will take the place
of live worship. If I can worship in the comfort of my own

home, why bother going to church? If I can get the same
content on my tablet or television, isn’t that more efficient
and convenient? For many people, digital church is no different than working remotely or shopping online.
.
However, the church is the family of God. Worship is more
than just content or a convenience – it is something we do
together. At the heart
of worship is our love
for God and for each
other. There are
many thing we can
do remotely, but love
is not one of them!
Imagine if I said to
my wife, “Beth, instead of going on a
date with you, we will
connect on Zoom!” If
I said that to Beth,
she would begin to
doubt my love for her. Why? Because if you love someone,
you want to see and be with them. A Zoom call doesn’t cut
it.
Right now, we are missing each other, and that is a good
thing. If we stop missing each other, it means our love for
God and for each other is growing cold. If we love each other, we long to be together.
When will you come back to worship? It may be weeks or
months. In the meantime, I pray that technology will not
take the place of relationships or our love for each other.
Your servant in Christ,
Peter
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What’s Happening in Worship
Did You Know?
Did you know that LPC
now has a IT Systems
and Livestream Manager?
We are blessed to have
Kyle Mazur filling this
much needed role. You
may know Kyle from his
work as a choir member,
instrumentalist, and substitute organist and conductor. He is a multitalented man of God and I
am happy for this opportunity to help us all get to
know him a little better.
Thanks, Kyle for taking time to do this little interview. So,
your position here at church is fairly new. When did you
officially start?
KM: Officially around July 1.
RM: So, what all is involved in your work/ministry?
KM: In short, ensuring that all technology in the church is
functioning properly. The longer answer is half my job is
being the IT department for the church while the other half
is overseeing live stream worship. I have the privilege of
working with a crew of incredibly dedicated and talented
people to put together the live stream every Sunday for
our fellow members who are unable to attend church.
RM: This is a new position for the church. What are some
of the challenges you face in doing a job that didn’t exist
before?
KM: The biggest challenge is there is no real handbook to
guide me through what needs to get done. The IT part is
fairly straightforward, but when it comes to the live streaming, the tech crew and I are literally writing the handbook
week to week as things come up. A lot of the live steam
portion is simply figuring out what is needed and finding
ways to make it work. We have to figure out our vision and
work backwards to determine what is needed to make it
happen while also being mindful of our budget. It’s a bit

by Rick McNeely

like playing real life whack-a-mole. We find a problem,
solve it, 2-3 more pop up, start solving those, another one
pops up … and every
week we still have to
put out a successful
service regardless of
whether all of our issues are solved.
There are also a lot of
moving parts. Currently
at the 8:30am service
we have 4 cameras, at
least 7 microphones,
and 2 televisions, all of
which are run by 3 separate people spread out
throughout the balcony.
They all have to be in sync with each other and what is
going on in front of the church, yet we can’t talk to each
other or the people participating in the service. This
makes timing transitions tricky.

iPray
Ask and it will be given to you. Seek and you will find.
Knock and the door will be opened to you.
-Matthew 7:7

LPC Income and Expenses
$900,000

Jan-Aug Income
Jan-Aug Expense

Please pray for the following needs and concerns of the
church in the coming month:

$800,000

 For our new Children’s Ministry Leader, Tracy

$700,000

Untener, as she starts work, that she will be a wonderful coach to our gifted team of volunteer leaders.
 For our Associate Pastor Search Committee, as
they begin sorting and sifting through resumes, for
God to guide and give them wisdom.
 For our Long Range Planning Team as they prepare
recommendations for Session.
 For our Small Group team and leaders as they
recruit new leaders and consider how to grow our
small group ministry.
 For those who grieving the recent loss of family
members, including Jeff Walters, Ferol Tucker, Ted
and Gus Taggart, Marilyn Brown and the family of
Marty Theodore.
 For the spiritual renewal of our church, community
and the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, that the
Holy Spirit would deepen our love for Jesus Christ.

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

2019

Session

RM: On the other side of the coin, what do you find joyful
and rewarding doing this work for the church?

The Session of LPC took the following actions at our special meeting on
Sunday, October 20 and our regular meeting on Monday, September 21:

KM: Being from New York originally and having a lot of
friends who still live there, I’ve heard the stories of how
bad their situation was during the height of their Covid-19
outbreak. People I went to college with who were younger
than I am and in far better shape than I am have passed
away due to Covid-19. Due to that, I’ve been extra cautious. Helping the live stream every week to give other
cautious families the ability to worship in the safety of
their home has been incredibly rewarding for me.



RM: I have so many more questions I’d love to ask, but
let’s close with this… Could you give us one thing for us
to be in prayer for regarding this ministry?
KM: The health of our tech crew. Live streaming could
not happen without them. If you would pray for one more
thing, some additional volunteers that we could train and
assist our crew.
Thanks, Kyle. May God continue to bless you and your
ministry here at LPC.











Approved three new members including Emily Fisher and Jamie and
Matt Strouse.
Received a report on the online General Assembly of the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church, presented by Rita Poff, Chuck Duerré and Elly
Wilson.
Noted for the record that our 2019 Session minutes have been approved
by Presbytery.
Noted for the record that our Financial review for 2019 has been conducted.
Approved the hiring of Tracy Untener as Children’s Ministry Leader.
Approved a request from Buildings and Grounds and Finance to repair
and replace the back parking lot (off Warren Street) at a cost of $36,000.
Approved the use of the church facilities for ALICE training (how to respond to an active shooter situation).
Approved a request from the Safety Ministry Team to prevent an individual from trespassing on church property (this person has a history of
dangerous and disruptive behavior and is already under a restraining
order).
Approved a request from Emmett Bicknell to hold an outdoor rummage
sale on October 24 in the church parking lot as a fundraiser for his Eagle
Scout Project.

2020

Financial Giving
As always, we rely on your faithful giving
to support the mission and ministry of
LPC. You can send your pledge by mail
or you can take advantage of the online
giving. To begin online giving just go to
our church website, lebanonpresbyterian.org then go to the toolbar and click on
“Worship” and then “Online Giving” or for
our newest way of giving scan the QR
code below, by going to your camera and
focusing on the code, then just touch the
website QR code banner that pops up on
your phone. You will be directed to the
Suran website for giving at LPC.

Thank You

Dear LPC family,
Thank you for the many prayers, cards and phone calls during
my recent heart surgery. Your love and care gave me great
comfort. A special thank you to my family – Mike, Kristie, Kim
and Christa.
God bless, Bill Stevens
Precious brothers and sister in Christ,
On behalf of Genesis Presbyterian Church, we want to thank your
beautiful congregation, Session and Pastor Larson for your loving
financial gift of $2,000 during these difficult times. Our community
has suffered historic flooding in recent years, and we have
been hard hit by the Covid-19 virus which makes it impossible to
gather for worship on Sunday mornings. Isn’t it amazing how our
heavenly Father knows what we need even before we ask (Matthew
6:8)! May God continue to bless our congregations. Onward and
forward for His honor and glory.
With love in Christ Jesus,
Rev. Hector Reynoso,
Carmen Reynoso, ruling elder
Dahlia Fernandez, ruling elder
Genesis Evangelical Presbyterian Church
Mercedes, Texas
Dear Friends at LPC,
Thank you for your gift of $650. In the last month alone, ECHO East
Africa has trained 495 students and teachers across 12 secondary
schools. Focusing on perennial vegetables, students learn how to
grow and cook highly nutritious foods like New Zealand Spinach and
Chaya. Students are also being taught how to make their own liquid
fertilizer, and how to create and improve their farming tools. Our
West Africa team met an impressive and very young ECHO trainee. This 10-year-old boy returned home to his village and planted a
tire garden using the new skills he had learned. He excitedly told our
team how he had shared what he learned with ten other families. Thank you for helping us empower young people with the agricultural skills to improve their lives and communities. May God be
glorified and many lives transformed through your partnership to provide lasting hope against hunger.
Gratefully,
Amy Wiggins
Advancement Director, ECHO

LPC Preschool & Daycare
Childcare/Preschool Center
Substitute Staff
Now accepting applications for preschool/
daycare substitutes. We open at 6:45 a.m. and
close at 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Hours
could include either opening or closing times or
in between. Applicants must have a high school
diploma at minimum. Experience in a childcare/
preschool center is preferred but not mandatory.
Any required trainings are provided. A background check and physical would be required at
hire. Applicants must display a Christian attitude
and the desire to nurture young children. Our
children range from age 2 1/2 through 6th grade.
Please apply at LPC Preschool & Daycare in the
Lebanon Presbyterian Church. 123 N. East
Street, Lebanon, Ohio 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. (Our entrance is in the back of the building.) You may
email your resume to LPCpsdc@gmail.com.
or call Cindy Chambers or Krista Huffman at
513-932-0369.

Are you a Nonagenarian?
Are you a nonagenarian (age 90-99) or centenarian (100+ years old)? Over the next couple of
months we would like to meet you and if you’re
willing take your picture. If we are unable to have
a face-to-face due to COVID, we can talk with
you or a family member by phone. We want to
feature you in an upcoming Chronicle feature
story celebrating your phenomenal achievement.
Please contact John Morris at
john@lebanonpresbyterian.org or call Gabrielle
Pyles in the church office 513-932-2751 and
leave your name and number and John will get
back with you.

LPC Family Photo Sessions
October 2 and 3
Time is getting short to schedule an appointment for
the LPC church directory. There are some terrific
advantages to participating in our directory program.
You will receive a complimentary free photo directory
and a complimentary free 8 x 10 photo, sent postage
free to your home. If you don't have your photo in the
directory you will not receive a free copy of the new
directory. No hidden costs, no sales pressure and no
sitting fees, with just one trip to the church. We will
then have a fabulous tool for contacting one another
and recognizing one another. The directory committee is now in the process of calling all church members to schedule appointments. If you have not
received a call, please call the church office at 513932-2751 and schedule an appointment soon.
For Online sign-ups go to: Website: ucdir.com
Church Code: oh2376 Password: photos
In person sign-ups: Sunday after each service in
front of the church on East St.
If you do not feel comfortable signing up online or do
not have a computer, please call Gabrielle Pyles in
the church office, 513-932-2751 or Evelyn Osborne at
513-836-7020. Appointments made using the website
may be made during the week between midnight on
Sunday night and midnight on Friday night. The website is closed over the weekend.

Dear LPC Family,
Thank you for allowing us to host the viewing and reception for
my wife, Bonita Taggart, at the church. All the support and hard
work from everyone involved was greatly appreciated. A special shout out to Brenda, Randy and Deacons who were deeply
involved and very dependable. This has been a difficult time for
us, but we are uplifted by the support of the LPC family.
Thank you, Ted and Gus Taggart
Dear LPC Family,
My family and I were overwhelmed with the love and concern
shown us during the difficult time of losing our husband, father
and grandfather. Thank you and God bless our wonderful
Christian friends of LPC.
Blessings, Marilyn Brown
My LPC Family,
Thank you so much for the prayers and cards. I am starting to
feel better, it’s been a long 3 1/2 weeks. God is wonderful and
so are you!
Carol Hornsby

Thanksgiving Baskets
For more than 33 years, LPC has been making Thanksgiving Baskets for needy families in our community. We
need your help! Starting October 1, nonperishable food
items may be placed in the boxes marked Thanksgiving
Baskets located at the entrance to the Sanctuary and
Ark. During the week, Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
or Friday 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., please bring nonperishable
food items to the church office. If you would like to make
a monetary donation, please mark your check or envelope “Thanksgiving Baskets” and place in the offering
boxes or mail to the church office. There are other important ways you can volunteer: call on families; pack
baskets; front desk helper, deliver baskets or if you
would like to be a leader. If you would like to volunteer go
to SignUp Genius at
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C084BADAA23A7F85-thanksgiving
Questions, email Scott or Geralyn Lucia at lpcthanksgivingbaskets@gmail.com.

Children’s Ministry Make a joyful noise unto the Lord…

Psalms 98:4

Wednesday Nights Together has begun. After dinner, which begins at 5:30 p.m., the children meet in Room 301. We are
excited to have Diane McMurrin joining Beth Larson in leading a music program! She has a curriculum which she has
used in the past and found successful. Along with singing, it will involve rhythm instruments, chimes, and xylophones.
Then, the kids will go to their classes using Group Publishing's "Dig In" program. They will explore Scripture using crafts,
games, and more. We are not currently offering any program for children under 4 years old on Wednesdays, but you may
contact us if there is a need.

Encounter Students Schedule

The family movie nights are again being led by Ned and Rachael Earley. They are in the Ark, with social distancing and
careful distribution of pizza, popcorn, and soda. The cost is $7 per family. On September 11, they watched "Inside Out".
The next one will be on Friday, November 13.

9/30 Wed. 6:30-8 p.m. Encounter. (WNT Dinner 5:30 p.m.)

Sunday School classes are meeting from 9:45-11 a.m. to accommodate the parents who attend the 11 a.m. service. Preschool-kindergarten meet in Room 301, 1st thru 3rd graders in Room 304, and 4th thru 6th graders in Room 305. We are
working on creating a live stream Zoom option. Rachel Adams has been offering a Zoom class, which you can learn about
by contacting her at rachel.adams@schoneman.com.

10/11 Sun. 7 p.m. High School Discipleship

We want to reassure everyone that we follow the policies concerning COVID as set by Session. We strongly encourage
masks and social distancing, but have not made them mandatory. We sanitize the classrooms after each use.
If you have questions or concerns, or want to volunteer, please contact us at childrensministry@lebanonpresbyterian.org.
We would love to hear from you!

HOPE
Is it just a feeling, or a wish, or a nice idea that optimists talk
about? No, Hope is so much more. Hope is a Biblical principle and a strong spiritual force. Be encouraged and enlightened by the power of Hope. Our Hope is loving and active
because of and through Jesus Christ. You, my friends, were
created for a purpose and can live an abundant life starting
today!
This month I stepped into the role of part-time, interim director of Pastoral Care with the retirement of our beloved brother and friend, Rev. Randy Fannin. Being part-time and the
ministry being multi-faceted it will be necessary to lean on
others for support to keep the ministry operating effectively.
Please be aware of a few changes while we continue all of
our programs during the search for our new Associate Pastor.
During the transition, Gabrielle Pyles will be in complete
charge of the weekly publication of Prayers for God's People. To add someone to the LPC Prayer list, please send an
email to prayerlist@lebanonpresbyterian.org (will go directly to the Prayer Warriors) or prayerrequestlebanopresbyterian.org (will go to a staff member who will handle your
request confidentially and will only send out information you

10/4 Sun. 7 p.m. High School Discipleship
10/7 Wed. 6:30-8 p.m. Encounter. (WNT Dinner 5:30 p.m.)
10/14 Wed. 6:30-8 p.m. Encounter. (WNT Dinner 5:30 p.m.)
10/18 Sun. 7 p.m. High School Discipleship
10/21 Wed. 6:30-8 p.m. Encounter. (WNT Dinner 5:30 p.m.)
10/25 Sun. 7 p.m. High School Discipleship
10/28 Wed. 6:30-8 p.m. Encounter. (WNT Dinner 5:30 p.m.)
11/1 Sun. 7 p.m. High School Discipleship
11/4 Wed. 6:30-8 p.m. Encounter. (WNT Dinner 5:30 p.m.)

would like shared with our Prayer Warriors). Of course
you can always call the church office with your prayer
request. Joe McKenzie, Elder, will provide leadership for
our Seek First Prayer meetings and other opportunities
for prayer. During the Wednesday Nights Together the
prayer time will be held 6 -6:30 p.m. in the Atrium. Seek
First will resume in December. George Meloy, will coordinate all of our bi-weekly visits to shut-ins and senior saints.
Please contact him at 513-932-4766 or georgemeloyiii@gmail.com. The Board of Deacons under the
direction of Kathy Ungerman, Mary Jo Oliver and (John
Morris/liaison) will continue to give very capable leadership
to their ministries. An outline of those ministries can be
found in the Church Directory.

Kaleo:

I am here to be of service in a very vital ministry of our
church--Pastoral Care. You can reach me at 513-932-2751
or john@lebanonpresbyterian.org. I will be in attendance
at the Monday morning staff meeting and in the office 11
a.m. -1:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays. Currently we
are unable to visit in hospitals and most nursing homes.
We will do our best to meet your needs and those of your
loved ones as we minister in the name of Jesus.

Encounter The Core

Living in Hope
John Morris

LPC Membership Class for Students
SIGN UP NOW! Kaleo Begins in October

Kaleo begins in October: At LPC children are not automatically members just because their parents are. The goal for the
Kaleo class is that we want our (8th-12th grade) students to
make a personal decision to follow Jesus and join the church.
Students will receive a LPC Elder Mentor who will walk
through the basics of faith with them at a flexible and safe
meeting each month.
Go online for more information and to sign up by 10 p.m.
October 3 at www.lebanonpresbyterian.org/students/kaleo
Email andrew@lebanonpresbyterian.org if you have any
questions.

This year on Wednesday nights (6 - 8:30 p.m.) our student
led small groups at LPC Encounter (7-12th) are digging into
the 8 “Roots of Discipleship: Rescue, Identity, Community,
Apologetics, Kingdom, Outreach, Knowledge, Worship. We
are doing this through what we call “The Core.” Each lesson
builds on the last to grow a deep discipled faith with Jesus
Christ at The Core of each student. Our first Root is
“Rescue:” In this fallen, corrupt, and shattered world, we
need a rescuer—Jesus, our savior and redeemer. We encourage our congregation to pray for the youth of our church
that they would grow deep roots of faith in Jesus.

Can I Ask That
Teenagers are tired of vague, superficial, or nonexistent answers to their tough questions about God, the Bible, and
Christianity. Just when they’re capable of diving into the
deep end of their faith, all too often the church keeps them
splashing around in shallow waters. Research has shown,
it’s not doubt or hard questions that are toxic to faith. It’s silence. On Sunday nights 7-8 p.m. LPC high school students
are gathering for a time of discipleship and together engage
in tough questions of faith. Questions we are tackling are:
Can I trust the Bible? Does the Bible contradict itself? Can I
be a Christian and believe in evolution? Does God discriminate against women? Is Jesus really the only way to God?
What does the Bible say about being gay? Does God endorse violence? How can I follow a God who would let Christians do such bad things? Please pray for our high school
students as they wrestle with God and embrace Jesus and
His Word.

Rev. Randy Fannin
Retires
Dear LPC Family,
Karen and I would like to thank you for your generous expression of love upon my recent retirement.
Your contributions to the LPC "Love Offering" and
your presence at the reception at Armco Park
hosted by our beloved Deacons far exceeded any
expectations we might have had. It has been a joy
serving as one of your pastors.
In the love of God, Rev. Randy Fannin

Recommendations for Church Officers Class of 2023
Your LPC Nominating Committee is seeking those whom God has selected to serve as Elders and Deacons for the class
of 2023. Please prayerfully consider members whom you think would be good officers for LPC. Consider individuals that
you may know from worship, your Sunday School class, small group, or ministry team. Think and pray about where they
may best serve God as an officer in His Church, then ask them if they would be willing to serve.
Once you have confirmed their willingness to serve and have their permission, submit their name by filling out the Recommendation Form online at www.lebanonpresbyterian.org. Paper forms that you received in the mail can be placed in the
collection box, turned into the Church office or returned via the mail. The last day to turn in your Recommendation form
is Sunday, October 11, 2020. If you have any questions regarding the nominating process, or would like more information about the responsibilities of Church Officers, please contact any member of the Nominating Committee: Chris
Dorsch, Elder; Jeff Stacy, Deacon; Bernie Uchtman, Dick Wardrop, Doug Morgan, Sharen Benner, Nina Dorsch and Karen
Kilpatrick.

Search Committee Update on
Associate Pastor Opening

This month we honor the following men and women
for their loving service to Jesus Christ and the
church.
Tony and Mindy Moore of Cardinal Landscaping
for providing lawn care service all summer.
Phil Craig for filling the potholes in the parking lots.
Rick Oliver for replacing some ceiling tiles.
The many volunteers who setup, prepared food,
served food and cleaned up for our first WNT of the
season.

Our new Associate Pastor of Pastoral Care and Family Ministry position was recently posted on the EPC website. We
have already received four applications during the first few
days. Our Search Committee will be thoroughly reviewing all
applications over the next few weeks and determine which
candidates should be interviewed. We are also staying in
contact with the Presbytery Ministerial Committee who will
work with us on assessing candidates qualifications for
pastoral ordination. Feel free to contact any Search Committee member if you have questions. Search Committee members are: Shelley Bondurant, Doug Eickman, Renee Lay,
Peter Larson, Joe McKenzie, Mike Schneider ( Chair), Bernie
Uchtman, Kathy Ungerman and Courtney Williams.

