
Ezra the teacher to give attention to the words of the Law. 14 They 

found written in the Law, which the Lord had commanded through 

Moses, that the Israelites were to live in temporary shelters during 

the festival of the seventh month 15 and that they should proclaim 

this word and spread it throughout their towns and in Jerusalem: 

“Go out into the hill country and bring back branches from olive 

and wild olive trees, and from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to 

make temporary shelters”—as it is written.  16 So the people went 

out and brought back branches and built themselves temporary 

shelters on their own roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the 

house of God and in the square by the Water Gate and the one by 

the Gate of Ephraim. 17 The whole company that had returned from 

exile built temporary shelters and lived in them. From the days of 

Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not celebrated 

it like this. And their joy was very great. 18 Day after day, from the 

fi rst day to the last, Ezra read from the Book of the Law of God. 

They celebrated the festival for seven days, and on the eighth day, 

in accordance with the regulation, there was an assembly. 

 Sermon     The Rev. Peter Larson

  True Worship 

 

WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD

 *Closing Hymn       

  How Great Thou Art

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder

consider all the worlds thy hands have made,

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,

thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Refrain

 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:

 how great thou art, how great thou art!

 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:

 how great thou art, how great thou art!

When through the woods and forest glades I wander

and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,

and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze. (Refrain)

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,

sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,

that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,

he bled and died to take away my sin. (Refrain)

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation

and take me home, what joy shall fi ll my heart!

Then I shall bow in humble admiration,

and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art.” (Refrain)

                                                    

 Benediction        The Rev. Peter Larson

 

 Postlude          Julie Shelton

  Basse et Dessus de Trompette     Louis-Nicolas Clerambault            
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* Please stand if you are able

Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.

We are live streaming the 8:30 a.m. worship service and there is a chance your image 

will be captured on video.  If this is a concern, please contact a staff member. 



Sunday, September 27, 2020
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. Worship Service

WE GATHER
 Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Peter Larson

 

 Ministry Minute     

  Nominating Committee       Karen Kilpatrick 8:30 

Doug Morgan 10:00

  

 Prelude         Daniel Sachs

  Sing to the Lord      Robert Sterling/Mark Hayes     
       
 *Call to Worship  (Psalm 95)            The Rev. Peter Larson

Leader:   Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;

People:   Let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.

Leader:   Let us come before him with thanksgiving, and extol him 

with music and song.

People:   For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all 

gods.

Leader:   In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain 

peaks belong to him.

People:   The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the 

dry land.

Leader:   Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before 

the Lord our Maker.

All:          For he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, 

the fl ock under his care.

 *Hymns 
  When Morning Gilds the Skies 

When morning gilds the skies,

my heart awaking cries,

may Jesus Christ be praised!

Alike at work and prayer

to Jesus I repair,

may Jesus Christ be praised!

Does sadness fi ll my mind?

A solace here I fi nd,

may Jesus Christ be praised!

Or fades my earthly bliss?

My comfort still is this,

may Jesus Christ be praised!

The night becomes as day,

when from the heart we say,

may Jesus Christ be praised!

The powers of darkness fear

when this sweet chant they hear,

may Jesus Christ be praised!

Be this, while life is mine,

my canticle divine,

may Jesus Christ be praised!

Be this th’eternal song

through all the ages long,

may Jesus Christ be praised!

WE PRAY      

  Prayer of Confession   Rachel Jaynes 8:30

Chris Dorsch 10:00

Lord Jesus, You are the vine and we are just the branches. If we 
remain in you, we will bear good fruit.  Apart from you, we can do 
nothing.  Without you, we wither and die. And yet, so often, we 
forget this simple truth. In our pride, we think we can live without 
you. In our sin and disobedience, we turn away from you.  In our 
blindness, we do not understand that a godless nation cannot thrive 
or fl ourish,  but will only decay and perish. Forgive us, Lord, for try-
ing to live our lives without you.  Forgive us, for imagining that we 
can fl ourish without you.  By your Spirit, keep us close to you.  By 
your grace, draw near to us in worship.  Help us to abide in you and 
receive the life you offer, we pray in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, AMEN.

 

Assurance of Pardon

 * Response     His Name is Wonderful 
His Name is Wonderful, His Name is Wonderful, 
His Name is Wonderful, Jesus my Lord. 
He is the mighty King, Master of everything, 
His Name is Wonderful, Jesus my Lord. 
He’s the Great Shepherd, The Rock of all Ages, 
Almighty God is He,                                             
Bow down before Him, Love and adore Him,                          
His Name is Wonderful, Jesus my Lord.

                                                                                            

Prayers of the People   The Rev. John Morris

     

WE GIVE BACK TO GOD    

 Prayer of  Dedication     Andrew Johnson 8:30

 Skyler Gerald 10:00

 Offertory   Julie Shelton 

  God the Father, Be Our Stay   Paul Manz                                                 

WE HEAR THE WORD
 First Scripture Reading   Mike Schneider 8:30

  Matthew 17:1-9 Tom Way 10:00
1 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the 

brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by them-

selves. 2 There he was transfi gured before them. His face shone 

like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just 

then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with 

Jesus. 4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If 

you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses 

and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud 

covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, 

whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” 6 When 

the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, ter-

rifi ed. 7 But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. 

“Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no one except 

Jesus. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instruct-

ed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of 

Man has been raised from the dead.”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

 *Hymn 
  Let Us, With A Gladsome Mind 

Let us, with a gladsome mind,
praise the Lord, for he is kind:
For his mercies shall endure,
ever faithful, ever sure.

Let us sound his name abroad,
for of gods he is the God:
For his mercies shall endure,
ever faithful, ever sure.

He with all-commanding might
fi lled the new-made world with light:
For his mercies shall endure,
ever faithful, ever sure.

All things living he doth feed;
his full hand supplies their need:
For his mercies shall endure,
ever faithful, ever sure.

Let us then, with gladsome mind,
praise the Lord for he is kind:
For his mercies shall endure,
ever faithful, ever sure.

 Second Scripture Reading   
  Nehemiah 8:1-3; 5-18                                                                                            

1 all the people came together as one in the square before the Water 

Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out the Book 

of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded for Israel.
2 So on the fi rst day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought 

the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and 

women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read it aloud from 

daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in 

the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. 

And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law. 5 Ezra 

opened the book. All the people could see him because he was 

standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood 

up. 6 Ezra praised the Lord, the great God; and all the people lifted 

their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down 

and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.  7 The Lev-

ites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, 

Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed 

the people in the Law while the people were standing there. 8 They 

read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving 

the meaning so that the people understood what was being read.
9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the 

Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to them 

all, “This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” 

For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words 

of the Law. 10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet 

drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This 

day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your 

strength.” 11 The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for 

this is a holy day. Do not grieve.” 12 Then all the people went away 

to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with great 

joy, because they now understood the words that had been made 

known to them. 13 On the second day of the month, the heads of all 

the families, along with the priests and the Levites, gathered around 


