
 Second Scripture Reading   
  Nehemiah 5:1-13                                                                                             

1 Now the men and their wives raised a great outcry against their fel-

low Jews. 2 Some were saying, “We and our sons and daughters are 

numerous; in order for us to eat and stay alive, we must get grain.” 
3 Others were saying, “We are mortgaging our fi elds, our vineyards 

and our homes to get grain during the famine.” 4 Still others were 

saying, “We have had to borrow money to pay the king’s tax on our 

fi elds and vineyards. 5 Although we are of the same fl esh and blood 

as our fellow Jews and though our children are as good as theirs, 

yet we have to subject our sons and daughters to slavery. Some of 

our daughters have already been enslaved, but we are powerless, 

because our fi elds and our vineyards belong to others.” 6 When I 

heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry. 7 I pondered 

them in my mind and then accused the nobles and offi cials. I told 

them, “You are charging your own people interest!” So I called 

together a large meeting to deal with them 8 and said: “As far as 

possible, we have bought back our fellow Jews who were sold to the 

Gentiles. Now you are selling your own people, only for them to be 

sold back to us!” They kept quiet, because they could fi nd nothing 

to say. 9 So I continued, “What you are doing is not right. Shouldn’t 

you walk in the fear of our God to avoid the reproach of our Gentile 

enemies? 10 I and my brothers and my men are also lending the 

people money and grain. But let us stop charging interest! 11 Give 

back to them immediately their fi elds, vineyards, olive groves and 

houses, and also the interest you are charging them—one percent 

of the money, grain, new wine and olive oil.” 12 “We will give it back,” 

they said. “And we will not demand anything more from them. We 

will do as you say.” Then I summoned the priests and made the 

nobles and offi cials take an oath to do what they had promised. 
13 I also shook out the folds of my robe and said, “In this way may 

God shake out of their house and possessions anyone who does 

not keep this promise. So may such a person be shaken out and 

emptied!” At this the whole assembly said, “Amen,” and praised the 

Lord. And the people did as they had promised.

 

 Sermon     The Rev. Peter Larson

  When Charity Isn’t Enough

 *The Apostles’ Creed     Jeff Stacy 8:30

Chris Dorsch 10:00

  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead and buried;

   the third day he rose from the dead;

   he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God 

    the Father Almighty;

    from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen.

 Sacrament of Holy Communion
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WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD

 *Closing Hymn       

  Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 

Where cross the crowded ways of life,

where sound the cries of race and clan,

above the noise of selfi sh strife

we hear your voice, O Son of Man!

In haunts of wretchedness and need,

on shadowed thresholds fraught with fears,

from paths where hide the lures of greed

we catch the vision of Thy tears.

The cup of water given for you

still holds the freshness of your grace;

yet long these multitudes to view

the strong compassion of your face.

O Master, from the mountainside,

make haste to heal these hearts of pain;

among these restless throngs abide,

O tread the city’s streets again;

Till all the world shall learn your love

and follow where your feet have trod:

till glorious from your heaven above

shall come the city of our God.  

                                                    

 Benediction        The Rev. Peter Larson

 

 Postlude          Julie Shelton

  Toccata on “Old Hundredth”     Gordon Young           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

* Please stand if you are able

Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.

We are live streaming the 8:30 a.m. worship service and there is a chance your image 

will be captured on video.  If this is a concern, please contact a staff member. 



Sunday, September 6, 2020
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. Worship Service

WE GATHER
 Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Peter Larson

 

 Ministry Minute     

  LPC Pictorial Directory       Sharen Benner

 

 Prelude         Daniel Sachs and Julie Shelton

  It is Well With My Soul    Mark Hayes and Marvin Gaspard   
       
 *Call to Worship  (Psalm 113) The Rev. Peter Larson

Leader:  Praise the Lord, you his servants!

People:  Praise the name of the Lord!

Leader:  Let the name of the Lord be praised, both now and 

forevermore.

People:  From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the 

name of the Lord be praised!

Leader:  The Lord is exalted over all the nations, his glory above 

the heavens.

People:  Who is like the Lord our God, the One who sits enthroned 

on high, who stoops down to look on the heavens and 

the earth?

Leader:  He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from 

the ash heap;

People:  He seats them with princes, with the princes of his 

people.

Leader:  He settles the childless woman in her home as a happy 

mother to children.

All:         Praise the Lord!

 *Hymns 
  All Creatures of Our God and King 

All creatures of our God and King,

lift up your voice and with us sing:

Alleluia, Alleluia!

Thou burning sun with golden beam,

thou silver moon with softer gleam,

O praise him, O praise him,

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,

ye clouds that sail in heaven along,

O praise him, Alleluia!

Thou rising morn in praise rejoice,

ye lights of evening, fi nd a voice:

O praise him, O praise him,

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Thou fl owing water, pure and clear,

make music for thy Lord to hear,

Alleluia, Alleluia!

Thou fi re so masterful and bright

that givest us both warmth and light,

O praise him, O praise him,

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

All ye who are of tender heart,

forgiving others, take your part,

sing his praises, Alleluia!

Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,

praise God and on him cast your care,

O praise him, O praise him,

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Let all things their Creator bless,

and worship him in humbleness,

O praise him, Allleuia!

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son

and praise the Spirit, Three in One,

O praise him, O praise him,

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

WE PRAY      
  Prayer of Confession   Andrew Johnson 8:30

Skyler Gerald 10:00

Almighty and everlasting God, you have blessed us beyond mea-

sure. We live in an age of unrivaled prosperity such as the world 

has never seen. We live in a land of freedom, wealth and opportuni-

ty.  While millions in our world go hungry, we possess iPhones, cars 

and refrigerators stuffed with food.  Lord, we are grateful for these 

blessings. And yet, we pray they would not become trap or a snare.  

May our wealth not make us heartless.  May our riches not make us 

greedy.  May our success not make us arrogant, or cause us to feel 

entitled.  In our prosperity, may we not despise the poor, or forget 

those who have nothing. By your Spirit, remind us again that we are 

our brother’s keeper, responsible for the welfare of others. By your 

grace, fi ll us with concern and compassion for the poor and needy.  

We pray in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, AMEN.

 

Personal Prayers of Confession

Assurance of Pardon

 * Response        Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart  

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One

Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ His Son

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One

Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ His Son

And now let the weak say I am strong, let the poor say I am rich

Because of what the Lord has done for us

And now let the weak say I am strong, let the poor say I am rich

Because of what the Lord has done for us

Give thanks

                                                                                            

     

WE GIVE BACK TO GOD    

 Prayer of  Dedication     Joe McKenzie 8:30

Rachel Jaynes 10:00

 

 Offertory   Julie Shelton

  Verset    Louis Lefebure-Wely                                                 

WE HEAR THE WORD
 First Scripture Reading   Mike Schneider 8:30

  Isaiah 58:1-10 Kathy Ungerman 10:00
1 “Shout it aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like a trum-

pet. Declare to my people their rebellion and to the descendants 

of Jacob their sins. 2 For day after day they seek me out; they 

seem eager to know my ways, as if they were a nation that does 

what is right and has not forsaken the commands of its God.

They ask me for just decisions and seem eager for God to come 

near them. 3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you have not 

seen it? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you have not 

noticed?’ “Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please 

and exploit all your workers. 4 Your fasting ends in quarreling and 

strife, and in striking each other with wicked fi sts. You cannot 

fast as you do today and expect your voice to be heard on high. 
5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for people to 

humble themselves? Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed

and for lying in sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a fast,

a day acceptable to the Lord? 6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I 

have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords 

of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 7 

Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the 

poor wanderer with shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe 

them, and not to turn away from your own fl esh and blood?  8 

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing 

will quickly appear; then your righteousness[a] will go before you, 

and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. 9 Then you will 

call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will 

say: Here am I. “If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with 

the pointing fi nger and malicious talk,10 and if you spend your-

selves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the op-

pressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night 

will become like the noonday.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

 *Hymn 
  For the Fruit of All Creation  

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.

For the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God.

For the plowing, sowing, reaping,

silent growth while we are sleeping,

future needs in earth’s safekeeping,

thanks be to God.

In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done.

In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done.

In our worldwide task of caring

for the hungry and despairing,

in the harvests we are sharing,

God’s will is done.

For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.

For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.

For the wonders that astound us,

for the truths that still confound us,

most of all that love has found us,

thanks be to God.


