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The Next Generation 
I have no greater joy than to hear my children are walking in 
the truth. 
                                       - 3 John 1:4  
        

D id you ever teach your kids to ride a bike? 
 
You start out with training wheels to keep them from falling.  
Next, you run alongside the bike to teach them how to bal-
ance. Finally, you let go of the bicycle and pray they don’t 
crash! 
Faith is like that.  As Christian parents, we want our kids to 
know Jesus.  We teach and train 
them. We take them to worship, 
Sunday School, youth group and 
on mission trips.  Finally, the day 
comes when we let go.  Our kids 
grow up and leave home. Spiritual-
ly, we are no longer there to guide 
and support them.  What happens 
then? 
 
Keegan Kempf  is a junior at Ohio 
State University. He grew up in 
LPC and leads a Bible study on his 
college campus. Currently, he is 
serving as our summer intern for young adult ministry. Re-
cently, Keegan conducted a survey of young adults who grew 
up at LPC and graduated from high school between 2007 and 
2020.  Forty-eight young adults completed the survey which 
asked questions about their faith, church involvement and 
religious beliefs. 
 
Of those who completed the survey, 83 percent identified 
themselves as Christians (in national surveys, only 64 percent 
of Millennials identify themselves as Christians).  Sixty-three 
percent said they were involved in a church and 73 percent 
said the church was important or very important to them.   
 
Of those who identified themselves as Christians, 100 percent 
said they believe that “Jesus Christ was crucified and raised 
from the dead to conquer sin and death.”  Of those who iden-
tified themselves as Christians, more than 97 percent said 
they believed that “God created humans in his image, with the 
desire and potential for goodness, truth and beauty.” 

 
When asked about their experience of growing up at LPC,  
almost 90 percent said the Children’s Ministry was good or 
great.  When asked about their experience in junior and 
senior high ministry at LPC,  91percent said it was good or 
great.  When asked if the LPC student ministry provided a 
welcoming place, almost 94 percent answered “yes.” 
 
Of those who completed the survey, 90 percent had gone 
on a mission trip or retreat during high school or junior high.  
Seventy-two percent rated that experience as “great” and 
26 percent rated it as “good.” 

 
When asked, “What are the 
main deciding factors in find-
ing a church?” the most fre-
quent  responses were: 1) 
Community; 2) Preaching 
style; 3) Worship; 4) Authen-
ticity; 5) Personal relation-
ships;  6) Theology and 7)
Service and  Missions. 
 
When asked, “What is miss-
ing from your community of 

worship?”, the most frequent answers were: 1) My friends 
attending; 2) Social gatherings; 3) Meeting with a mentor or 
elder; 4) Opportunities to fight injustice. Many young adults 
made individual comments. “I always felt so much love 
when I attended the children’s ministry,” said one female 
who does not attend church.  “Too many students aren’t 
interested in churches that do not have a live pastor or 
messages that include scripture,” said another female stu-
dent who attends church.  
 
Another female Christian who attends church said, “I really 
believe that kids today have so few consistent face-to-face 
interactions that the idea of a youth group or community is 
totally foreign. Until they experience the joy of genuine com-
munity, it is hard to get them to stick around for something 
that isn’t flashy or “Instagramable.”  

Preaching Schedule 
Sunday, Aug. 2 
Communion Sunday 

 

The Way Home 
Nehemiah 1:4-12  

 

Sunday, Aug. 9 
 

 

Before the Throne  
Nehemiah 2:1-11  

 

Sunday, Aug. 16 
 

A Holy Discontent  
Nehemiah 2:11-20  

 Sunday, Aug. 23 
 

Up from the Ashes  
Nehemiah 3:1-32   

 

Sunday, Aug. 30 
 

Standing in the Gap  
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Worship Times 

 8:30 a.m.   Traditional Worship  

10 a.m.  Traditional Worship  

11 a.m.  Modern Worship  
 

Senior Pastor            

The Rev. Peter Larson    

 

We are on the web! 

www.lebanonpresbyterian.org 

Exciting News! 
 

LPC has selected Universal Church Directories to pub-
lish our new church directory. Universal is widely known 
for top quality directories and photography.  Their pho-
tographer will take pictures and you will view your proofs 
electronically immediately following your photo session.  
Universal is committed to the health and safety of our 
church families and their employees.  They will take all 
necessary precautions to keep everyone safe:  1. 6ft 
Social distancing 2. Germ guard Plexiglas 3. Disinfecting 
between photo sittings 4. Utilizing hand sanitizer.  For 
information contact Sharen Benner at 513-409-5278. 

Continued on the next page 
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By this . . . . by Rev. Randy Fannin 

iPray 
Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 
knocked and the door will be opened to you.  For eve-
ryone who asks receives….” 
   - Matthew 7:7 
 
Please pray for the following needs of the church in the 
coming month: 
 
� For the Associate Pastor search committee as 

they begin seeking an Associate Pastor for Pasto-
ral Care and Family Ministry,  that they will be giv-
en wisdom and discernment. 

� For the Children’s Ministry search committee, as 
they begin seeking a new leader for the children’s 
ministry. 

� For the Rev. Brian Evans of 5point7 Community 
Church in Detroit, who will preach for us on Sun-
day, August 2,  as we seek ways to partner with 
Brian and his church. 

� For our worship and tech crew as they complete 
the installation of new livestreaming technology 
that will be permanent and hidden from view. That 
it will be a smooth transition. 

� For all of our students and teachers as they face 
the challenge of going back to school during  
Covid-19.  That God would encourage, strengthen 
and fill them with hope. 

� For the spiritual renewal of our church, community 
and the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, that the 
Holy Spirit would deepen our love for Jesus Christ. 

 

Session 
 

The Session of LPC took the following actions at our July 20 month-
ly meeting: 

� Reviewed our current health and safety guidelines for the Covid
-19 virus.  We agreed that our current policies are adequate, but 
we will continue to monitor if changes are needed in the future. 

� Agreed to hold an outdoor meeting to approve a class of new 
members. 

� Received a report from Keegan Kempf who conducted a survey 
of young adults who were raised at LPC during the past 13 
years. Keegan is our summer intern for young adult ministry. 

� Viewed a video created by Skyler Gerald that will run as an ad-
vertisement on Facebook.  Skyler is a volunteer intern this sum-
mer who is studying to become a pastor.  

� Received a report from Pastor Larson about plans to hold a Va-
cation Bible School July 29-30 at the Larson farm.  Registration 
was limited to 50 children and every child will be accompanied 
by at least one parent to ensure social distancing. 

 

Financial Giving 
  
As always, we rely on your faithful giving to support 
the mission and ministry of LPC. You can send your 
pledge by mail or you can take advantage of the 
online giving. To begin online giving just go to our 
church website, lebanonpresbyterian.org then go to 
the toolbar and click on “Worship” and then “Online 
Giving” or for our newest way of giving scan the QR 
code below, by going to your camera and focusing on 
the code, then just touch the website QR code ban-
ner that pops up on your phone.  You will be directed 
to the Suran website for giving at LPC.  
  

LPC Income and Expenses 

I’m writing this 
article on my 
62nd birthday. 
Karen recently 
mentioned that 
it seems that life 
is coming “full 
circle” for me. I 
had to think 
about it for a bit 
to really take it 
in. As a child I 
was fairly close 

to my siblings, but during the bulk of our adult lives we were 
much more about our own new families. Dare I say that 
there were even times of estrangement among some, even 
though I always tried to be the “touch point” among all of us. 
 
As a teen, I was really into motorcycle riding and playing in 
a rock band. Before I married, the bike was gone and soon 
the musical instruments followed. As a married college stu-
dent and seminarian, I dreamed of serving the Lord and His 
people in a small local church somewhere, anywhere, real-
ly. The one thing I swore I would never do is go back in the 
military as a chaplain. So much for that. Everything I just 
wrote and will write are like two thin slices of bread that only 
appear to hold the sandwich together. The real substance is 
what’s inside.  
 
As the old Gospel song says, “What a wonderful change in 
my life [had] been wrought since Jesus came into my 
heart!” In 1979, I met the love of my life and we’ve been 
married now for forty years. We have three very loving chil-

dren, three wonderful children-in-law, and a whole bunch of 
grandchildren. I spent twenty-five very meaningful years serv-
ing the Lord at Bethesda North Hospital as a chaplain with 
administrative oversight of more than a thousand volunteers. 
I’ve served in a couple of small churches AND retired from 
the US Army Reserve as a Chaplain (Colonel). Who would 
have thought?  All I wanted to do is give back the love of God 
that had been shared with me as a young Service Member. 
These last five years at LPC have been like icing on the 
cake. Karen and I have commented repeatedly that this is the 
finest church we’ve ever joined. Why? Because of the love of 
Jesus found in this place. 
 
In just a few weeks, I’ll be retiring from full-time ministry. Our 
entire family believes it’s time. All of you have been very 
complimentary and supportive. Thank you.  
 
Full circle. That’s what Karen said when she mentioned that 
God had allowed me to finish my working years in the church. 
Yet, even more than that, I could not be closer to my two re-
maining siblings. I’ve also purchased the updated version of 
all of the musical instruments I had as a teen and for my 
62nd birthday, Karen let me get another motorcycle . . . sort 

of . . . the three-wheeled version ☺. 
 

 So what appears to be the substance is really only what one 
sees on the outside. It’s still about what’s on the inside – Je-
sus in my heart!  

Thank You 
Dear LPC Family, 
Thank you for the get well cards, phone calls, good 
thoughts and prayers. I appreciate your kindness. 
  

Sincerely, Dan Slorp 
 
Dear LPC family and friends, 
We have had our ups and downs for the past three years, 
we have hit many speed bumps along the way and yet we 
have survived due in part to LPC being such a loving and 
caring church and your care for both of us has been a true 
blessing.  We can’t thank you enough for your prayers, 
calls, emails and cards of encouragement.  We would not 
have made it through the past seven weeks without you 
holding us up and walking by our side.   What an amazing 
church family we have taking care of us. 
           

In His Grace, Bruce and Brenda Bingham 

Several young adults commented that the church today 
seems to lack diversity and is out of step with what they 
believe about abortion, homosexuality and other issues. 
Others claimed the church is more driven by a political 
agenda than by the teachings of Jesus.   
 
I am grateful for Keegan Kempf for conducting this sur-
vey, and for the young adults who took the time to re-
spond. Overall, I believe it confirms that LPC is doing a 
good job passing on our faith to the next generation. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
 
Peter 



What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship by Rick McNeely Students This Summer by Andrew Johnson 
 
Our mission trip and camp were canceled this summer so we decided to do daytime local service projects the days of June 
22-25.  Two of the days we did service projects at LPC weeding and cleaning out the church garage. One day we served 
our community by cleaning up the creek bed at Harmon Park. On the final day we tubed down the Little Miami   River.  
God blessed us with great weather and great fellowship.  Covid has been a huge obstacle but it is not an excuse to stop 
doing what God has called us to. We have been gathering online for Bible Study and having fun outdoor fellowship out-
ings.  Because of the circumstances, our ministry may look different but we are still called to minister.  We can’t give up.  
We are called to reach out in evangelism, build up and equip in discipleship and send out in service.  We cannot avoid the 
call of our Savior to be in the world working for Him.  Our back-to-school and fall events and program continue to be sub-
ject to the unfolding epidemic but our commitment to our calling  remains.  We will continue to be creative and intentional 
through our programming choices this fall. 

We’re Getting Closer! 
 
The work of creating a completely new ministry of the church, learning technology, creating and installing new systems for 
livestreaming has occupied me for months now. It continues to be a challenge. Let me break that down.  It is very chal-
lenging, for sure. At the same time, it has been great!  
 
 Great in the sense of being a part of this congregation’s response to the pandemic.  
  
 Great in seeing people step up to the plate in so many different ways. Never complaining. Never flinching. Never  
 missing a beat.  
  
 Great in realizing the all the effort going into this new livestream ministry is having a very real impact on the lives 
 of this church. I hear it every week. People, who cannot be here, saying how meaningful it is to still able to join 
 together in worship.  
 
 Great in how supportive everyone has been as we grow in the understanding and use of this new technology. 
 
There is no escaping that truth that life is hard right now. There is also no denying that creating a livestream system, team, 
and ministry has been filled with moments of great joy. Thanks be to God! 
 
So here’s an update on where things stand. First, all the equipment is finally here! We have begun installing gear in the 
sanctuary. The next steps are to set up and connect everything in the balcony, then mount new cameras and monitors, 
make sure everything is working properly, and clear out all the equipment in the front of the sanctuary. Then we move on 
to the Ark and repeat the process there. Our goal is to have the sanctuary complete this month. Our hope is to have both 
spaces done by the end of August. 
 
There are a number of people who have gone above and beyond to make all this happen. I want to highlight a few of them 
here and encourage you to say “thanks” when you see these folks. Rick Oliver, who has already worked many hours in 
the design and installation of the balcony workstations. The entire Media Crew, particularly Anna Bracey, Rachel 
Jaynes, Sarah Jaynes, Andrew Klenk, for serving behind the cameras and the computers all these weeks. The Praise 
Band who never flinched and have been providing music for worship throughout the pandemic. Please join me in praising 
God for these incredible servants. 



New in the Church Library 
Heroes of the Faith “DVDs” 
 
Getting tired of Netflix, Hulu, etc.? Looking 
for something worthwhile to watch?  Check 
out one of three new DVDs in the Atrium 
Church Library: 

Luther: The film 
starring Joseph 
Fiennes as Luther 
in the story of his 
challenge to the 
Church of his day.  
Rated PG-13. 

Amazing Grace: 
The story of Wil-
liam Wilberforce’s 
(Loan Gruffudd) 
quest to end the 
British slave trade 
with the support of 
his pastor John 
Newton (Albert 
Finney) who wrote 
the beloved hymn 
“Amazing Grace.”  

Bonhoeffer: A 
documentary of 
the life of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, a the-
ologian, author 
(Cost of Disciple-
ship, Ethics, Life 
Together, Letters 
and Papers from 
Prison), Nazi    re-
sistor, and martyr 
who died in a Nazi  
concentration 
camp.  Parental 
Guidance urged. 

Note: The following letter is from Project Mercy, a Christian mission 
group in Ethiopia that is supported by our church) 
 
Dear LPC Friends,  
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your generous gift of 
$1,200 to Project Mercy during these unprecedented and very chal-
lenging times.  Just like you, our ministry is changing, too. The 
Health Science college, once filled with students, now houses those 
being quarantined for COVID-19.  Our first cohort is about to leave 
and the second will arrive soon.  Thank you so much for your sup-
port as we minister in an entirely different way to house and feed 
those who have shown symptoms of the virus. Please pray that God 
will use this for His glory. I pray that He will bring you peace that 
passes understanding to you and your congregation as we continue 
to serve Him.  
 
In Him,   
Khrista Boster, Project Mercy 
 
Dear Friends, 
It was with great joy that we received your financial gift of 
$1,200.  Although we are experiencing trials in our land, we are 
praying for God’s Kingdom to come and his will to be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  As we set Great Commission goals, please pray 
that the Holy Spirit will empower us to achieve them.  Thank you 
again for your partnership in our ministry of prayer EPC missionaries 
all over the globe.     
 
Phil Thrash, EPC World Outreach 

This month we honor the following men and 
women for their   loving service to Jesus Christ 
and the church. 
 
Rick Oliver for fixing the backdoor on Blair 
House. 
 
Dave and Patty Kuyper for replacing exit sign 
and breaker switches.   
 
Scott Hobbs for working on the Blair House.  

W N T         ednesday      ights     ogether  
 

September 16 – November 18 

Just as schools have announced plans for reopening for “in-
person” learning this month, ministry teams at LPC are planning 
for Wednesday Nights Together to “reopen” in September!  Like 
the reopening of in-person worship, initially our WNT numbers 
may be low, but we are hopeful that attendance will grow over 
time.  Healthy practices will mark WNT’s transition to a “new nor-
mal.”  We hope you will read the information below and prayerfully 
consider joining us in fellowship when and as you feel comfortable 
doing so.  Watch for email announcements about how to serve 
as a volunteer and how to sign up to participate! 
 
Dining Together 5:30 p.m. Dinner will be free! 
 

Your Deacons are working on changes to the way the meals are 
prepared and served to keep you safe. These measures include 
tables set at safe distances with only four individuals or one 
family at each large table and safe distancing for serving lines. 
Fewer hands involved in preparing and serving the meal, indi-
vidually bottled drinks and condiments and upright sneeze 
guards around the serving table will also be used.  Volunteers 
will have their temperatures checked each week and will be 
masked and gloved to prepare and serve the meal and food 
preparation and serving areas will be thoroughly sanitized. 
Watch for future announcements regarding menus, opportuni-
ties to volunteer and other news. 

 
Praying Together 6 p.m. 
   

Between dinner and our other evening activities each week, we 
would like to encourage everyone to join us in the Narthex / Atri-
um for 30 minutes of prayer as we lift up in the needs of our 
world, our country, our state, our city, our church, our friends 
and our families, claiming the promises from God found in Scrip-
tures like Matthew 18:19-20 and James 5:14-15.  

 
Learning Together 6:30-8 p.m. 
 

Adult Classes 
“In the beginning God…”  A Study of Genesis 1-11; led by Steve 
Newby.  
 
“Calvin and God.” We will explore the life, legacy and theology 
of John Calvin and how he shaped the Reformation and influ-
enced our modern world; led by Pastor Peter Larson. 
 
Youth 
7th-12th grade students in Evolve and Encounter will gather for 
their weekly meeting. 
 
Children 
Children will engage in preparation for the Christmas Program 
followed by a short class/activity.  

A Summer of Learning 

I have found myself here at LPC yet again for another summer. What started out as one 
summer turned into two and then three for this year. In approaching my first summer 
here at LPC I remember having the thought of, “it will be nice to get to serve at the 
church I was raised in.” That excitement continues with me even now in my third year 
here. 
 
With my first two years, I was focused primarily on the ministry toward the young adults. 
However, this year is my formal Moody Bible Institute internship and so, for my program, 
it is focused on pastoral ministry. I have had the opportunity to preach God’s word to the 
people of LPC, join on visitations, and tele care conversations. This summer has begun 
to excite me even more to enter the pastorate myself down the road. 
 
And so, yet again I am finding myself thankful to God for the people of LPC. It truly is no 
small gift to be able to learn what it means to be a pastor in the very place that through 
which I came to know the sweetness of the Gospel. Christ’s church truly is a gift to each 
and every one of us. 
    In Christ, Skyler Gerald 

 



The summer Young Adult ministry has been in full swing with a variety of different outreaches and activities. Due to Covid-
19 there has been limits to what we are able to do and stay socially distanced and following local and CDC guidelines. We 
started out the summer with a cookout, grilling burgers and playing yard games to just allow people to get together and 
build community. The Lord has blessed us with good weather this summer, so we are able to hang out together and have 
fun outside, as well as meet outside for our weekly Bible studies. As a group, we have gone kayaking on the Little Miami 
River, boating on Caesar’s creek, and played flag football and spikeball. I have also been lucky to be able to celebrate our 
recently graduated high school seniors at their graduation parties. 
 
At our Bible study for young adults this summer we started talking about God’s view of oppression and injustice and his 
plans for the future. We felt that this was a relevant topic and an important one for US to acknowledge and discuss both in 
how we have seen it in our lives and God’s view on the situation. We serve a loving God who is relatable and relevant, His 
word can give us guidance and direction for anything we may experience or witness. After finishing up the study on injus-
tice, we started a study on the book of James. This book is good for people already walking in their faith to learn about 
what it looks like to actively live out the Christian life. James talks about the importance of trials and temptations and what 
it looks like walking in faith during those trials. He also reminds us that our faith should produce actions and works if it is 
true and genuine. James continues with talking about the taming of the tongue, submitting yourself to God and patience 
and prayer. James is a good book to remind ourselves what it looks like to actively walk with God and the effects and 
fruits that will produce. 
 
One on one ministry is especially important and allows for more in depth and personal conversations. I have been blessed 
with the many different young adults I have been able to meet with and the good conversations that come from those 
meetings. Our God is a personal and loving God, and being able to see his presence in other’s lives and how he is using 
them has been an awesome thing to witness. 

Summer Young Adult Ministry by Keegan Kempf 

Pictured on the le", Doug and Paule%e Rhinehart serve at 
the Monday evening Feeding Ministry. 
 
Top and middle picture on the right is of the Sanctuary being 
sani0zed on a Sunday morning by Cindy, Dave and Rachel 
Jaynes. 
 
Bo%om right picture is Rick McNeely and Rick Oliver working 
on Media equipment for the balcony to live stream worship. 


