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Shaking the Cage  
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “In a little while I will 
once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the 
dry land.  I will shake the nations… 
    - Haggai 2:6-7 
      

When I was a boy we had a pet parakeet named Jerry.  My 

father taught him to say, “I’m a Presbyterian,” and “Give me a 
kiss, baby.”   
 
All day long, Jerry would sit on his swing, chirping contented-
ly.  Even when you opened the 
door of the cage, he didn’t 
budge.  The only way you could 
get him to fly out the door was 
by rattling his cage. 
 
Many times we are like that par-
akeet.  What we want is a safe 
place to perch.  What we want 
is a predictable life.  What we 
do not want is change, disorder 
and disruption.   
 
Sometimes, God has to shake 
our cage.  Suddenly, there is 
chaos and crisis.  Suddenly, 
there is change and upheaval.  
Suddenly, life is very uncertain and unpredictable. In anger 
and frustration, we wonder why is God allowing this to hap-
pen? 
 
The Apostle Paul was sailing to Rome when suddenly his ship 
was blown off course.  For two weeks he was caught in a ter-
rible typhoon, then shipwrecked on the island of Malta.  And 
yet, because of the shipwreck, Paul was able to preach the 
Gospel on Malta and lead many to faith in Jesus Christ! 
  
Jonah was a fugitive, fleeing from God.  He was sailing to 
Tarshish when the LORD sent a violent storm to bring him 
back again.  Jonah was thrown overboard into the raging sea, 
then swallowed by a big fish. What a disaster!  And yet, it was 
all part of God’s plan to force Jonah to go to Nineveh. 

In the storms of life, God is working out his eternal purpose.  
In the crisis and chaos, God is shaking our cage. In the dis-
aster and disorder, God is forcing us to leave our comforta-
ble perch and discover his will for our lives.   
 
Lately, God has been shaking my cage. In recent weeks, 
we have experienced some staff changes.  Of course, that 
is always painful.  And yet, it has forced us to reflect deeply 
on our staffing needs.  Also, it has forced us to rely more on 
volunteers to do the work of ministry. 

 
The killing of George 
Floyd has caused tre-
mendous trauma in our 
nation. And yet, it moti-
vated me to reach out to 
a black pastor in Detroit 
who leads an EPC 
church in a poor black 
neighborhood.  Recently 
a group of us drove to 
Detroit and spent the 
day with him, learning 
about his church and 
ways we might partner 
with them. 
 

During the Covid-19 virus, we were unable to gather for 
worship. However, it forced us to begin live-streaming.  Re-
cently, I spoke with a woman with no church background at 
all. She has been watching our live streaming.  Now, she 
wants to join the church and have her teenage daughter 
baptized. Also, I received a text message from an American 
friend who lives in France.  She told me she had been live 
streaming our worship service with her French friends.  
How amazing! 
 
Is God shaking your cage?  Instead of getting angry or frus-
trated, we need to spread our wings and fly – to follow the 
call of Christ where he is leading. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
 
Peter 

Preaching Schedule 
Sunday, July 5 

Communion Sunday 
 

Children of Light  
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-10 

 
Sunday, July 12 

 

Body Building  
1 Thessalonians 5:11-18  

Sunday, July 19 
 

Covered by Grace  
1 Thessalonians 5:19-29  

 

Sunday, July 26 
 

A Message from Home 
Nehemiah 1:1-4  
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Worship Times 

 8:30 a.m.   Traditional Worship  

10 a.m.  Traditional Worship  

11 a.m.  Modern Worship  
 

Senior Pastor            

The Rev. Peter Larson    

 

We are on the web! 

www.lebanonpresbyterian.org 

Smile and Say Cheese! 
 

The LPC family of faith has been separated for so long 
that we may have forgotten what one another looks like, 
particularly when we are wearing our face masks. Since 
it has been five years since our last pictorial directory 
was    published, this would be a good time to get reac-
quainted with an updated directory.  The photo sessions 
for the directory will be scheduled in early fall and there 
will be a special session specifically for families with col-
lege students on August 5. Additional information will be 
coming soon. If you need more info at this time, contact 
Sharen Benner at 513-409-5278. 
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Session 
 

The Session of LPC took the following actions at our June 15 
monthly meeting: 

 Approved a transfer of membership for Keith and Joyce 
Pursell, removing them from the membership rolls. 

 Approved a request from the Personnel Team to create a 
new part-time staff position to manage live streaming and 
information technology. 

 Approved a request from the Personnel Team to hire Kee-
gan Kempf as summer intern for Young Adult Ministry. 

 Approved a job description to begin the search for a part-
time Children’s Ministry Leader. 

 Discussed transition plans to cover the duties of Randy 
Fannin when he retires August 30 as Director of Pastoral 
Care. 

 Approved a job description to begin the search for an As-
sociate Pastor of Pastoral Care and Family Ministry. 

 Scheduled a congregational meeting for Sunday, July 19 
between first and second service to approve the Associate 
Pastor job description and creation of a search committee. 

 Approved a change in our seating policy, with one section 
reserved for open seating and another section marked with 
tape to preserve social distancing.  Those who sit in the 
opening seating section will be responsible for their own 
social distancing.  

Thank You 
Dear LPC, 
Some things have changed since Gary's passing but 
not my nor Gary's family's appreciation for the body of 
Christ at LPC.  So I will not omit someone - to every-
one who had a part in his Celebration of Life service & 
luncheon; thank you so much! It was perfect!!  Our 
grandson reminded me last week that the fried chick-
en was probably the best he had ever had. To those 
who shared lunches, were a part of our Sunday 
School, small group & his Bible study, your im-
portance in his spiritual life cannot be measured. The 
cards, calls, visits, offers to help in anyway that I re-
ceived provided the caring support needed at just the 
right time.  Blessing to all for everything you have 
done. 
 Claudia and the Cunningham Clan 
 
Dear LPC, 
Thank you so very much for the cards, calls and pray-
ers concerning the death of my brother-in-law Ed from 
Covid-19.  God has so blessed me with a loving and 
caring church family. 
 Joanie Rollins 
 
Dear LPC Family, 
I want to thank you for all the kind things you have 
done to make my stay here more pleasant.  I enjoyed 
the cards, visits, calls and all of your thoughtfulness.  
Hope to be out of here soon and attend church again.  
God bless you.  
 Marge Brinkman 
 
 
(Note:  During the Covid-19 crisis our LPC Preschool was 
opened for children of essential and emergency work-
ers.  In May, our church provided them with one free week 
of childcare as a way of thanking them for providing health 
care and other essential services.) 
 

Dear LPC Friends, 
Thank you so much for providing my family with a 
week of childcare at LPC.  It was a nice surprise that 
the church covered the cost for us.  We love  sending 
our children to LPC.  They are simply the best child-
care and  preschool. 
 Sincerely,  Mark and Sarah Lindeen  
 
 

Interfaith Hospitality at LPC 
  
Many families in Warren County find themselves home-
less due to a loss of job or a break in the family unit. In-
terfaith Hospitality Network Warren County is there to 
help. IHNWC Vision Statement is "A county where every 
family has a home, a livelihood and a future full of prom-
ise".  IHNWC staff work with homeless families to 
achieve their goals of housing and self-sufficiency.  
  
There are 13 host churches in Warren County who pro-
vide their facilities four weeks each year to serve as 
hosts for the Interfaith Hospitality Network Warren Coun-
ty families (IHNWC).  LPC volunteers assist with setup/
take down of rooms, prepare meals, host the families in 
the evening with playtime/activities, and stay overnight 
with the families. 
  
LPC provided meals for seven IHNWC families in May. 
Due to the pandemic, the families were housed in local 
hotels instead of at the church. 
  
Two weeks remain in 2020 for LPC to host IHNWC  fami-
lies. August 16-22 we will host families for meals only. 
Look for Signup Genius invites with ways you can 
help with the August rotation. November 15-21 we 
will host as well.  
  
A big thank you to Rob McLagan, the primary coordinator 
for LPC. He has served in this role since 2018. The LPC 
Mission Team is seeking new leadership for Interfaith 
LPC for 2021.  If you are interested in serving with others 
in a leadership role, contact Rob McLagan at rmclag-
an@arcadia.edu by July 19. Additionally, any youth 7th 
grade and older who would like to be involved in Interfaith 
LPC, please let Rob know. 

A Call To Fulfill Our Promise 
 

“Do you, the members of this congregation, and in the 
name of the visible Church of our Lord Jesus Christ, take 
responsibility for the continued Christian nurture of (insert 
child’s name), promising to set a godly example by your 
own life, and to pray for (insert child’s name) in this new life 
of faith?”  How easy it can be to respond to this question 
with a resounding “I do!”, caught up in the momentary joy of 
witnessing a baptism.  But often we return to the normal   
routine of our lives in the months and years following, with 
little thought about the promise we make at each and every 
baptism.   
 
Children’s Ministry is a vital part of every church.  It plants 
mustard seeds in children that can lead to their saving faith 
in Jesus Christ, and their lifelong involvement in a church 
community. It fosters intergenerational relationships that 
benefit and bless Christians of all ages. It creates a wel-
come sense of belonging for young families seeking a 
church home, which can in turn contribute to the vibrancy 
and longevity of a congregation.  Children’s Ministry relates 
to everyone in the church. It impacts everyone. It needs 
everyone. It is the responsibility of everyone. 
 
Children’s Ministry at LPC is currently in need of volunteers 
in all areas of our ministry.  These areas include Children’s 
Church, Children’s Sermons, Sunday School, Nursery 
Care, Wednesday Night’s Together volunteers, and more.  
Most of these positions can be filled by multiple people on a 
rotating schedule, either monthly or by semester.  You can 
still be involved in other areas of our church and volunteer 
for Children’s Ministry.  The reality is that if everyone is will-
ing to give a little of their time, no one person would have to 
give all of their time for this ministry to thrive.    
 
The Children’s Ministry Team desires to welcome whoever 
God calls to fill the Children’s  Ministry Leader role at LPC 
with a robust list of people willing and eager to come along-
side our ministry team, ready to act upon their promise to 
take responsibility for the continued Christian nurture of the 
next generation. If you are willing to be on this list, or have 
questions about how you can serve, please email chil-
drensministry@lebanonpresybeterian.org. We will answer 
any questions you have and be in touch with details about 
volunteering. The members of the Children’s Ministry Team 
are committed to working hard to equip and support our 
volunteers so that our programming runs smoothly and ef-
fectively.       
 
The Children’s Ministry Team 
 

LPC Income and Expenses 



Floods Devastate Yucatan Peninsula 
      
After two major back-to-back tropical storms, Amanda and Cristobal, the Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico was devastated 
with flooding not seen in our lifetime. LPC has been working in the area since 1943 and sending short term mission teams 
on a regular basis since 1999. (We estimate over 300 adults and teens have been part of these teams.) The flooding 
caused extensive damage to homes, crops and beehives, creating extreme hardship for many of our friends in the Yuca-
tan. 
      
The flooding comes on top of the Corona Virus outbreak that has completely shut down the tourist industry, which is the 
sole source of income for many living in this area of Chichen Itza and other Maya ruins. Several members of the Mexico 
Mission Team had been privately sending money for food for two months prior to the flooding.  The Mission Ministry Team 
of LPC has designated $21,000 for disaster relief to help the flood victims, including private donations and a generous gift 
from the LPC Deacons. When the Covid-19 quarantine is finally lifted we hope to send a mission team to assist with the 
rebuilding.       
 
We have been assisted by trusted friends in Mexico to distribute food and cleaning supplies. Pastors and churches that we 
work with have assisted greatly also. For example, the old Bible School in Xocenpich was opened as a shelter during the 
flooding, as was the church we helped to construct in Piste, Mahanaim, meaning “God’s Camp.” 
      
Even when times are good, many of the Maya live far below the poverty line, especially older people with no means of 
support. If you would like to donate to this cause, such a meaningful part of LPC’s world mission, please mark your check 
to LPC as “Xocenpich fund” or “Mexico Flooding”.  And thank you to everyone who has already contributed! 

For most of us, recent months have felt like an “exile” in an unfamiliar land.  Our return to some semblance of the life that 
we knew just months ago seems painstakingly slow. Yet however gradual our return, that God’s grace has brought us safe 
thus far is cause for celebration.  In that spirit, with all the safety practices we have learned to observe, the Adult Education 
Ministry Team invites YOU to join summer “soul-ebrations”  Wednesday evenings in July, 6:30-8 p.m.  Look for more infor-
mation about each week’s events in LPC Weekly Update emails. 
 
July 1: Celebrate God in America 
We invite the LPC family to join us for a multi-generational kick-off event to be held in a reserved section of the side parking 
lot. We will create signs and banners to display outside the church over the 4th of July weekend. We will add messages on 
rocks that will be available for church goers on Sunday, July 5. We will end with a balloon toss followed by PRAYER for our 
NATION, all in a social distancing manner. While we will have some supplies on hand, you can also bring permanent mark-
ers, art supplies, signage supplies, stakes, your own chairs, beverages, etc. You will receive a wrapped treat at the end of 
the event. Questions or offers to help, contact John and Fran Morris at 513-932-0360 or johnandfranm@aol.com. 
 
July 8: Celebrate Seeing God in Creation (Room 102) 
We will learn about and celebrate the abundant, scientific, evidence of God in creation.   
 
July 15: Celebrate the Call to Christian Living in Challenging Times (Room 102) 
The Rev. Ken Manuel and members of Peace Baptist Church in Cincinnati will join us for a discussion 
of race in America and how we can promote healing and reconciliation.  
 
July 22: Celebrate Walking Where Jesus Walked (Room 102) 
Come see pictures of Nazareth, Galilee, Capernaum, the Jordan River, Jerusalem and more as Pastor Peter Larson shares 
scenes from LPC members’ trip to Israel last October. 
 
July 29: Celebrate with Music and Fellowship 
We will meet in the sanctuary using Sunday morning health guidelines to enjoy a music recital and get ourselves into a little 
SOUL-ebration. This event will also be live streamed. If you would like to volunteer your vocal or instrumental talent, please 
contact John and Fran Morris at 513-932-0360 or johnandfranm@aol.com by July 24. The concert will be followed by a 
safe/sanitary ice cream social with red, white and blue sundaes served in the hallway near the doors in front of the Ark. You 
can enjoy socializing responsibly in the hall or outside.  

Preschool  
Drive Thru 
Graduation 

Playschool 
Drive Thru 
Graduation 


