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Will the Virus Divide Us? 
When Covid-19 first threatened our nation, there was a spir-

it of unity – a feeling that all of us were working together to 
defeat a common enemy. 
 

Ten weeks later, our nation is divided.  Increasingly, we seem 
to be divided into two groups:  lockdown skeptics and lock-
down loyalists. 
 

Lockdown skeptics claim the virus 
has been exaggerated. They blame 
the media for creating fear and panic. 
They blame government officials for 
overreacting. They question the need 
for face masks or social distancing. 
Their battle cry is, “Freedom first!” 
 

On the other side are lockdown loyal-
ists.  They are staying in quarantine. 
They are worried about a second 
wave. They trust the government.  
They are wearing face masks and 
observing social distancing. Their 
battle cry is, “Safety first!”   
 
On social media, people vent their 
anger back and forth.  Both sides 
claim to be right. Both sides quote 
scientific experts. Both sides seem 
very intolerant.  
 

Which side is right?  I honestly don’t know.  I think a lot of us 
find ourselves somewhere in the middle. We want to restart 
the economy and return to normal life, but we also want to be 
careful.   
 

As followers of Jesus, we can’t let the virus divide us.  As we 
prepare to come back to church and gather for worship, we 
need to treat each other with love, respect and tolerance.  In 
particular, I think five things are needed: 
 

1. Respect - The truth is, we are very different people with 
very different perspectives.  Some of us are risk-takers, 
while others are risk-avoiders. Some of us have elderly par-
ents they are trying to protect, while others do not. Some of 
us have taken a huge financial hit because of this epidemic, 
while others have not. Respect begins with the awareness 
that we are different people with different viewpoints.  

2.  Sacrifice -  You might hate wearing a face mask. You 
might feel it violates your rights and your freedom.  But 
here’s the thing: even if you are right, can you not sacri-
fice your personal freedom out of love for your brother or 
sister who is feeling anxious and frightened?  If we truly 
love each other, we are willing to sacrifice. 
 

3. Humility -  Have you noticed 
how confident so many of us are 
in our opinions right now?  It’s 
like all of us have suddenly 
turned into medical experts.  
The truth is, we don’t have all 
the answers.  We really have no 
idea what will happen in the 
next six months.  What we need 
is an attitude of humility. We 
need to practice the advice in 
James 1:19 to be, “Quick to 
hear, slow to speak and slow to 
anger.” 
 
4. Patience -  After 10 weeks in 
quarantine,  we are growing 
very impatient. It’s like a pres-
sure cooker that’s been building 
up.  We’re ready for Covid-19 to 
be over, right now. 

 
5. Peace -  Jesus calls us to be peacemakers, not trou-
blemakers.  If that is true, we need to be careful what we 
say on social media.  I need to ask myself: “Am I trying to 
pick a fight, or am expressing genuine love and concern 
for this person?” 
 

By practicing these virtues, our church will be a model of 
Christian love in our very divided world.  
 
Your servant in Christ, 
Peter 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 7 
Communion Sunday 

 

Living to Please God 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:1-10  

 
Sunday, June 14 

 

Delighting in  
God’s Word 

Psalm 1 

Sunday, June 21 
Father’s Day 

 

When Will Christ  
Return? 

1 Thessalonians 4:11-18  

 

Sunday, June 28 
 

Children of Light 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-10  
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The Rev. Peter Larson    

 

We are on the web! 

www.lebanonpresbyterian.org 
 

The LPC Book Club  
 

will meet on Thursday, June 11 at 7 p.m.  We will be dis-

cussing “Sold on Monday” by Kristen McMorris.  Two 

Children for Sale. This sign sits on a front porch in 1931, 

but could be found anywhere in an era of bread lines, 

bank runs and broken dreams.  The location of the meet-

ing is still to be determined.  Watch your email for further 

information.  Call Becky Adams for questions  513-932-

3372.   
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Having recently returned from a visit with five of our 

grandchildren, naturally, I pondered the time together 

and decided to use it as the springboard for this reflec-

tion. Surfing the web, I was drawn to Dr. Roger Landry’s 

article entitled The Many Blessings of Being a Grandpar-

ent in which he wrote, “When I became a grandfather 

more than a decade ago, I knew that it would be a won-

derful experience. What 

I didn’t expect was ex-

periencing the pro-

found, mystical circle of 

life. Even more surpris-

es came as my first 

grandchild began to 

notice me, then recog-

nize who I was, then 

communicate, then 

play, and then befriend 

me. It made the re-

wards of career and 

accomplishment pale in 

comparison. It validated 

my very existence, my 

role as a grandfather in this magnificent journey of life 

being lived and realized at its highest potential.” 

 

Since Karen and I only get to see five of our eight grand-

children up close and personal (except for FaceTime) a 

handful of times each year, each visit is both exciting 

and exhausting. “Did you bring me anything? Will you 

play with me? Will you tell me a story? Will you sit with 

me at breakfast, lunch, and dinner?” And the list goes 

on! One of our granddaughters, who has a condition 

called Osteogenesis Imperfecta (brittle bone disease) 

came to us from China last November. She is almost five 

years old and her ability to connect with her new family 

and learn English has been amazing. What’s even more 

amazing is how she has taken to me (like white on rice, 

they say). She has fit right in with the complex regimen 

that includes sharing, learning the language, her ABC’s, 

numbers, names, foods, and of course, about Jesus. 

Nearly two millennia ago, after a lifetime of witness, the 

aged Apostle John wrote “I have no greater joy than to 

hear that my children are walking in the truth.” 3 John 

The Many Blessings of Being a Grandparent  by Rev. Randy Fannin iPray 
Prayer is a heart cry born of helplessness, acknowl-

edging our limitations and dependence on God. 

 - Brad Long, “Growing the Church in the    

   Power of the Holy Spirit” 
 

Please pray for the following needs and concerns of 

the church in the coming month: 
 

 For our Student Ministry Team as they try to 

reconfigure after the cancellation of Camp 

Stronghold and the summer mission trip.  
 

 For our Children’s Ministry Team, that they 

would find creative ways to minister to our kids 

this summer when we are unable to host Vaca-

tion Bible School.  
 

 For the worship and music team as we prepare 

to launch a third worship service on Sunday, 

June 7.   
 

 For Rick McNeely, Joe Ryan and our tech crew 

as they install a permanent live streaming cam-

era system that will be hidden from view. 
 

 For the spiritual renewal of our church, commu-

nity and the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 

that the Holy Spirit would deepen our love for 

Jesus Christ. 

Session 
 
The Session of LPC took the following actions at our 

regular May 18 monthly meeting: 

 Approved a motion to create an overflow seating 

area when the sanctuary reopens for worship on 

Sunday, May 24. 

 Approved a request for transfer of membership 

from Jared and Megan Looper who moved to Vir-

ginia several years ago. 

 

 

LPC Income and Expenses 

1:4. Karen and I feel the same way as we praise God for 

our three children and their spouses, all of whom are disci-

ples of the Lord Jesus. Last week, our seven year old 

granddaughter told her mother she wanted to be baptized 

(historically, they’ve attended a Baptist church). 

 

We’re certainly not alone in this. LPC is indeed an engaging 

generational church. Some 

have been grandparents and 

even great-grandparents for a 

while. Some, like our dear 

friends Rick and Mary Jo Oli-

ver have a bunch of grand-

kids (12). Some are newer at 

it. So, here’s my shout-out to 

Wayne and Kathy Anderson 

on the birth of their first 

granddaughter, Flossie; Brent 

and Teri Abbott on the birth of 

their first grandson, Owen; 

Chad and Jenny Flaig on the 

birth of their second grand-

son, Liam (and great-

grandson of Ernie and Marilyn McCauley); Dave and Shel-

ley Hanley on the birth of their granddaughter, Blair; and 

Charlie and Sandra Dilbeck on the birth of their grand-

daughter, Reece. 

 

Now, back to Landry’s article to close. He asks, “So how 

does being a grandparent reduce our stress? With our 

grandchildren, we can allow for a mix of unbridled optimism 

and experiential skepticism; of boundless energy and grow-

ing fatigue; of curiosity and experience; of innocence and 

wisdom. The result of this recipe is not always predictable, 

but it is healthy, satisfying, and stress reducing (really?), 

because when we are with children and not burdened with 

the duties and responsibilities of parenting, we are less like-

ly to be anywhere else. Not worrying about the world, or our 

aches and pains, or our finances, or our life expectancy. 

We are more likely to be in the moment with grandchildren 

and free from our self-induced stressors.” And then either 

we or they go home. 

 

Financial Giving 
  
As always, we rely on your faithful giving to support the 
mission and ministry of LPC. You can send your pledge 
by mail or you can take advantage of the online        
giving. To begin online giving just go to our church web-
site, lebanonpresbyterian.org then go  to the toolbar and 
click on “Worship” and then “Online Giving.”  

Chris Dorsch and Christina Pierett of the ReachOut Team help stuff 
gift bags for 100 Lebanon High School graduates. The gift bags con-
tained gift cards, homemade cookies, candy, notes of encouragement, 
pocket New Testaments and other items.  



What’s Happening in Worship by Rick McNeely 

Ch-Ch-Ch-Changes! 
 
As David Bowie put it, “Turn to face the strange changes.” These are strange times, no doubt. And for those who have a 

strong need to be in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings, it is going to feel that way for a while. The good news is that the 

level of strange will slowly, I repeat – slowly, reduce over time. We have been sending information on what to expect if 

you are planning to be in worship at the church and I want to give you some insight on where things stand in regards to 

our efforts to continue our live stream efforts on a permanent basis. 

 

First, what to expect. The sanctuary has been divided up into seating that will help ensure safe physical distancing. There 

is roughly one football field’s length of yellow gaffers tape in the sanctuary right now. Disclaimer: this is a professional 

marking tape that will not leave any residue. There is a process for entering and exiting the sanctuary and there will be 

elders and ushers there to help you once you get to the doors, as well as help you to an open seating area. You should 

be prepared to wait outside before entering. How long will be determined by how many people show up. You will be able 

to pick up your worship guide and communion elements as you enter the sanctuary, just prior to being seated. If we reach 

capacity (roughly 80) there will be an overflow area setup in the Ark with a television for viewing the live stream. Check 

your email or visit the church’s Facebook page for a more detailed description of what to expect on Sunday mornings. 

 

Of course, none of this is ideal. Not one of the many options we considered was ideal. We simply ask that everyone show 

an extra measure of the abundant grace God has blessed this fellowship with.  
 

Things will change a good bit on Sunday, June 7 when the Modern service moves back to the Ark and the addition of a  

10 a.m. traditional service begins. Again, check your email or Facebook for more info. 
 

The process of moving the Sanctuary’s live stream equipment to its perma-

nent home (balcony) has begun. Rick Oliver has been instrumental in this ef-

fort by single handedly removing the current equipment and leveling the bal-

cony floor. Thank you Rick! Here are a few pictures for you to get an idea of 

what to expect, as well as the work being done in the balcony.     

Thank You 
Dear Church Family, 

 
Needless to say, I’ve had a couple difficult years - 
both emotionally and physically.  I can’t even begin to 
count now the times I’ve been brought to tears by the 
on-going landslide of support and love given to me 
through cards (oh, my!), calls, prayers, meals, flow-
ers, IM’s, emails, books, hugs (when they were still 
legal), grocery delivery, transport services (or offers 
of), surprises delivered to my door.  As if I’d been cast 
into the sea I’d be lost and adrift if not for all these 
touches of love that have kept me close to shore!  I 
am so grateful to LPC.  Just please know that I appre-

ciate all of you!  God bless you all!  

 

 Love, Cheryl Bogen  

 

Dear Pastor Larson, 

 

It was extremely humbling to receive your note and 
for the church to gift Amy and I with a free week of 
childcare.  It’s a gesture that we do not take lightly 
and we are very thankful for your kindness.  Our four 
children have loved attending LPC! The teachers are 
compassionate and loving and they have gone the 
extra mile to make our kids feel welcomed.  I believe 
this global pandemic has shown the best and worst of 
people and your organization has shined and handled 

themselves very well.   

 

Again your gift was tremendous.  That is a considera-
ble amount of money and for you to give that to us 
during a time when the revenue you have coming in is 
significantly less, made it all the more meaningful to 
us.  I can’t express how appreciative we are by this 

Christ-like gesture. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jake Froehlich  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This month we honor the following men and women for their   
loving service to Jesus Christ and the church. 
 
Rick Oliver for clearing out the balcony to make room for live 
streaming equipment. 
 
Dave and Patty Kuyper for changing out batteries in the emer-
gency lighting and exit signs. 
 
Dave Lupberger for disposing of the unwanted debris. 
 
The Transition Team for thoughtful planning for our reopening. 
 
The Safety Team for continuing to serve each Sunday during  
the Covid-19 shutdown.  
 
Rick Beckwith for removing all of the Bibles, hymnals, envelopes 
and pencils in the Sanctuary in preparation of the reopening.  
  

We are currently collecting bibles and Christian literature 

including Sunday School, CD’s, devotionals, books and  

anything that contains scripture. 
 

These will be shipped to English speaking countries around 

the world. Check out Love Packages headquarters in Butler, 

Ill at www.lovepackages.org.  We know LPC members are 

“cleaning out closets” at this time so we are offering to pick 

up your books (small boxes or bags).  Call Dean Deerhake 

at 513-932-2307 to arrange a pickup.  Thanks for “spreading 

the Word!”  

   Mary and Dean Deerhake 



Keep Calm and Carry Out 
 

During the many long weeks of the Covid-19 epidemic, our LPC 
feeding ministry has continued serving hot meals to hungry peo-
ple in our community. Instead of serving meals inside the church, 
we have provided carry-out orders at the back door to provide for 
social distancing. Many thanks to all of our faithful volunteers 
who have ventured out during lockdown to serve the meals on 
Monday nights, and to Sherry Showalter and Gabrielle Pyles who 
have been serving the pizza for lunch on Wednesdays. 
 

Note: In 2006 our church hosted a visiting pastor from Calcutta, India, the Rev.     

Arabinda Mandal.  Recently, Arabinda sent the following email to ask how we are 

doing during the COVID-19 epidemic. 

 

Dear Rev. Peter, 
 

Greetings from the Diocese of Barrackpore Church of North India in the name 

of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! This is Rev. Arabinda Mandal.  It has 

been since 14 years since we have had any conversation.  I hope you remem-

ber me from the time I spent at your church in 2006 as a visiting pastor. I am 

very much anxious to know about you and all the members of LPC. I am much 

worried about Ruth Miller my host and all others during this Covid-19. I still 

have the LPC Photo Directory from 2006 and I often see your pictures and 

remember you. Since March 22, all of the churches of our diocese have been 

closed.  As a pastor I oversee three churches:  St. Stephen's, Wesley and 

Bethlehem Church.  You can watch us in the YouTube channel named TUNES OF GOSPEL where every Sunday we post 

videos of our worship service.  I am in good health and doing well, along with my wife Mrs. Sewli Mandal and my only 

daughter Mary Prarthona Mandal. My daughter is taking a college entrance exam in a few weeks. The exams have been 

delayed due to Covid-19.  Please convey my regards to all the ministry staff and support staff and all the members of your 

church.  
 

Yours in His service, the Rev. Arabinda Mandal 

A Note from Arabinda Mandal 

Congratulations to Peter Larson for 30 Years as an 

Ordained Pastor 
 

Our Senior Pastor, Peter Larson, recently reached a milestone in his pastoral career by 
achieving 30 years as an ordained pastor.  Of course, we have been blessed to have Peter 
serve as the LPC Senior Pastor for the past 17 years.  Looking back at his career, Peter 
attended Princeton Seminary and graduated in 1988.  He served as interim youth director 
of Bellevue Presbyterian Church in Seattle from 1988-89. He was then ordained and served 
as pastor of Garden Grove Presbyterian Church in California from 1990-95.  He then be-
came the Senior Pastor of Tabernacle Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis from 1995-
2001.  During those years, he started up The Oaks Academy, a classical Christian school in 
a very poor, crime-ridden inner city neighborhood.  The school has since grown to more 
than 650 students and was ranked first in the state of Indiana based on standardized test 

scores.   It is also a model of racial reconciliation.  Peter then attended Trinity Evangelical Divinity from 2001-2003 where 
he worked on his Doctor of Ministry degree. In February, 2003, he was called to LPC. 
 
Peter has been married to Beth for 32 years and they have three children, Abby, John and Chloe.  We also want to recog-
nize and congratulate Beth, Abby, John and Chloe for their support of Peter and for their dedicated work serving the Lord 
over the years.  A reception will be planned celebrating Peter’s 30th anniversary once the social distancing guidelines are 
removed.  Praise God for Peter and his family. 

Summer Interns Excited to Serve 
 

We are extremely blessed to have two college interns who will be serving at LPC this 
summer, Keegan Kempf and Skyler Gerald.  Keegan will be serving as a paid intern 
working with LPC college students who are home for the summer.  He plans to lead a 
weekly Bible study and other events such as canoeing, grilling, game nights, movies, 
baking and nerf/paintball wars.  Keegan also wants to include friends and college-age 
students who don’t attend LPC.  “Many of them are looking for Christian community 
but there isn’t a lot available,”  he said.” Keegan grew up attending LPC. His faith real-
ly took off during his junior year in high school when he experienced a serious health 
crisis and spent many months in and out of the hospital.  “It took everything falling 
apart for me to realize that I couldn’t  hold it together,” Keegan explained. “The sup-
port of friends, family and my church family kept pointing me to God.”  Keegan will be 
a junior this Fall at Ohio State University, 
majoring in operational management.  He 
is active in CRU (Campus Crusade) and 
leads a weekly Bible study on campus.  
Keegan spent last summer in Chicago 
training with CRU and practicing evange-

lism on college campuses and the workplace. If you remember seeing a stu-
dent being crowd-surfed at OSU football games,  it was Keegan.  Currently, he 
serves as an intern with the football team and leads a student section during 
football games. “To get students hyped up, you’ve got to do what it takes,” he 
explains. “I’m not afraid to go outside my comfort zone, or worried about how I 
look.” 
 
Skyler Gerald will be serving as an unpaid intern, earning college credit for a 
class at Moody Bible Institute, where he will be a senior this Fall.  Skyler will 
focus on Pastoral Ministry, with Pastors Peter Larson and Randy Fannin serv-
ing as mentors. “This summer, I’ll be able to learn and serve through preaching 
and shadowing in various roles of counseling, church conflict, leadership, ses-
sion meetings and ministry team meetings,” said Skyler. “I look forward to serv-
ing alongside and learning from LPC again.” 



Holding Pattern 
 

When  I was a kid, my parents had a small Cessna airplane that we would use to go on vacation all over the country.  It 

was very small and as my sister and I grew, our family had to take less and less luggage with us and sometimes especially 

on hot days we even had to take fuel out so that we could stay under the maximum weight restrictions. I have fond memo-

ries of seeing the world from above and exploring airports with my dad. Once, while traveling to a family reunion at Ross’ 

Teal Lake Lodge in Wisconsin, we were attempting to find Sawyer County Airport near Hayward, WI.  The low broken 

clouds made it difficult to find the airport.  We circled and circled looking for the airport because we couldn’t begin our land-

ing approach until we could see the airport.   

LPC Student Ministries by Andrew Johnson 

Over the last few 

months I have felt 

our lives have been 

in a holding pattern 

looking for a place to 

land.  Our summers 

at LPC are usually 

packed with wonder-

ful fellowship, evan-

gelism and mission 

opportunities but of 

course all of are 

plans have been 

disrupted by the 

coronavirus.  Alt-

hough we know that 

we will land and return to a new normal we don’t know when 

or how that will happen exactly.  As things begin to open up 

and activity returns what we will do instead of what we had 

planned will depend on determining good practices that make 

safe and practical sense while also allowing us to do the min-

istry we are called to do.  Life was never safe before this and 

it will never be completely safe again. Our goal is to responsi-

bly care for children and youth while they participate in church 

activities and to give parents the best information we can so 

parents can choose what risk is acceptable for their own    

family.   

As of the writing of 

this article we know 

that VBS, Camp 

Stronghold and the 

mission trip to 

Mountain T.O.P. 

Tennessee planned 

for June have been 

cancelled.   The         

church picnic will 

not happen in June, 

it was rescheduled 

for October 4. That 

being said, we are 

committed to do 

responsible and fun 

things that encourage children, students, and adults to 

know and follow Jesus in place of the cancelled activi-

ties.  If an event is cancelled, we will do our best to re-

place it with something that is God honoring and fun.  We 

are so thankful to have a church that supports the spiritu-

al growth of our children and youth. We ask that you con-

tinue to pray for teenagers in our community and to 

please be patient with us as we discern what the best 

opportunities for our children, students and adults are. 

Celebrating Our 2020 Graduates 
 

The Coronavirus has caused a lot of disruption 
around the church but volunteers set out to make sure 
that our LPC high school graduates know that they 
are loved. Normally we would gather together in     
Fellowship Hall for a brunch for graduates and their 
families. Because we couldn’t gather together we    
decided to take the brunch to the families!  Volunteers 
baked breakfast casseroles, quiches and muffins. 
Then we jumped into our cars and caravanned to    
deliver their breakfast bags, honking our way all 
around town.  We are so proud of our graduates and 
their families and we were glad to help them cele-
brate!  

Pictured Top (left to right ): Lukas Taulbee, Will Terrell and Haley 

Gilmour 

Pictured Middle (left to right): Sarah Roehrs and Zoe Huffman 

Pictured Bottom (left to right ): Alex Carr, Autumn Guttery and 

Alex Pierett. 


