
The Lord has promised good to me,

his word my hope secures;

he will my shield and portion be

as long as life endures.

Through many dangers, toils and snares

I have already come;

‘tis grace that brought me safe thus far,

and grace will lead me home.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,

bright shining as the sun,

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise

than when we’d fi rst begun.         

 Benediction        The Rev. Peter Larson

 Postlude             Julie Shelton

  Great Day    David Schelat            

* Please stand if you are able

Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.

Assisted hearing devices are available--please see an usher. 
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Sunday, May 24, 2020
8:45 a.m. Worship Service

WE GATHER

 Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Peter Larson
 

 Prelude         Julie Shelton

  Amazing Grace      George Shearing

       

 *Call to Worship  (Psalm 100)  The Rev. Randy Fannin

Leader:   Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.

People:   Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him       

with joyful songs.

Leader:   Know that the Lord is God. It is He who made us and we 

are his.

People.   We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

Leader:   Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with 

praise; 

People:   Give thanks to him and praise his name.

All:          For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his 

faithfulness continues through all generations.

 *Hymn 

  God of Grace and God of Glory  
God of grace and God of glory,

on your people pour your power;

crown your ancient Church’s story,

bring its bud to glorious fl ower.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage

for the facing of this hour,

for the facing of this hour.

Lo! the hosts of evil round us

scorn your Christ, assail his ways!

Fears and doubts too long have bound us–

free our hearts to work and praise.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage

for the living of these days,

for the living of these days.

Heal your children’s warring madness,

bend our pride to your control;

shame our wanton, selfi sh gladness,

rich in things and poor in soul.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage

lest we miss your kingdom’s goal,

lest we miss your kingdom’s goal.

Save us from weak resignation

to the evils we deplore;

let the gift of your salvation

be our glory evermore.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,

serving you whom we adore,

serving you whom we adore. 

WE PRAY

 Prayer of Confession   Rita Poth  

Gracious God, we wish for a life of comfort and ease, with no pain or 

problems. We wish for a life with no hurt or hardship.  We wish for a 

life that is safe, with no risk of harm or illness.  But Lord, you never 

promised us a life like that.  What you promised, instead, is a life of 

diffi culty and danger.  If we follow in your footsteps,  we will face trials, 

trouble, hardship, confl ict and persecution.  If we follow in your way,  

it will lead us surely to the cross. And yet, we follow, because it is the 

way of life, peace and salvation.  Lord, forgive us for expecting a safe 

and easy life.  Help us to understand,  that our trials are really for our 

benefi t and blessing.  Help us to realize, that our pain and suffering 

produce hope, patience and endurance.  In whatever challenges we 

face this day,  may we display grace under pressure.  We pray in the 

name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen.

 Prayers of the People   The Rev. Peter Larson

WE GIVE BACK TO GOD   

 Prayer of Dedication     Shelley Bondurant

 Offertory   Rachel and Daniel Sachs

  How I trust Him, ‘Tis so Sweet and He Hideth My Soul   Mark Hayes

WE HEAR THE WORD      

 First Scripture Reading    Skyler Gerald

  2 Corinthians  4:7-18
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-

surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard 

pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 

despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not 

destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of 

Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 
11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for 

Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal 

body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.
13 It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.”  Since we 

have that same spirit of[b] faith, we also believe and therefore 

speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord 

Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us 

with you to himself. 15 All this is for your benefi t, so that the grace 

that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving 

to overfl ow to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. 

Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are be-

ing renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles 

are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 
18 So we fi x our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, 

since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

 *Hymn 

  God Will Take Care of You   
Be not dismayed whate’er betide, God will take care of you;

beneath his wings of love abide, God will take care of you.

Refrain

 God will take care of you, through every day, o’er all the way;

 he will take care of you,God will take care of you.

Through days of toil when heart doth fail, God will take care of you;

when dangers fi erce your path assail, God will take care of you. 

Refrain

All you may need he will provide, God will take care of you;

nothing you ask will be denied, God will take care of you. 

Refrain

No matter what may be the test, God will take care of you;

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, God will take care of you. 

Refrain 

 Second Scripture Reading   

  1 Thessalonians 3:1-5

So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left 

by ourselves in Athens. 2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother 

and co-worker in God’s service in spreading the gospel of Christ, 

to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, 3 so that no one 

would be unsettled by these trials. For you know quite well that 

we are destined for them. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we 

kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned out 

that way, as you well know. 5 For this reason, when I could stand 

it no longer, I sent to fi nd out about your faith. I was afraid that in 

some way the tempter had tempted you and that our labors might 

have been in vain.  

     

 Sermon     The Rev. Peter Larson

  Grace Under Pressure

 

WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD

 *Closing Hymn       

  Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound

that saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,

was blind but now I see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,

and grace my fears relieved;

how precious did that grace appear

the hour I fi rst believed!



And Lord haste the day, when my faith shall be sight

The clouds be rolled back as a scroll

The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend

Even so it is well with my soul

 

Second Scripture Reading    

 1 Thessalonians 3:1-5

So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left 

by ourselves in Athens. 2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother 

and co-worker in God’s service in spreading the gospel of Christ, 

to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, 3 so that no one 

would be unsettled by these trials. For you know quite well that 

we are destined for them. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we 

kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned out 

that way, as you well know. 5 For this reason, when I could stand 

it no longer, I sent to fi nd out about your faith. I was afraid that in 

some way the tempter had tempted you and that our labors might 

have been in vain.  

Message     The  Rev. Peter Larson

 Grace Under Pressure

                          

Sending Song     

 Amazing Grace  (My Chains Are Gone)
  Amazing grace how sweet the sound

That saved a wretch like me

I once was lost but now I’m found

Was blind but now I see

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear

And grace my fears relieved

How precious did that grace appear

The hour I fi rst believed

Chorus

 My chains are gone I’ve been set free

 My God my Savior has ransomed me

 And like a fl ood His mercy rains

 Unending love amazing grace

The Lord has promised good to me

His word my hope secures

He will my shield and portion be

As long as life endures

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow

The sun forbear to shine

But God who called me here below

Will be forever mine

Will be forever mine

You are forever mine  

Benediction     The Rev. Peter Larson
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Sunday, May 24, 2020
11:15 a.m. Worship Service

Welcome      The  Rev.  Peter Larson

Call to Worship     The Rev. Randy Fannin

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with     

gladness; come before him with joyful songs.  Know that the Lord 

is God. It is He who made us and we are his.  We are his people, 

the sheep of his pasture.  Enter his gates with thanksgiving and 

his courts with praise; Give thanks to him and praise his name.  

For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness          

continues through all generations.

Song of Praise             
 Grace Alone

I was an orphan lost at the fall

Running away when I’d hear you call

But Father you worked your will

I had no righteousness of my own

I had no right to draw near your throne

But Father you loved me still

Chorus 1

 And in love before you laid the world’s foundation

 You predestined to adopt me as your own

 You have raised me up so high above my station

 I’m a child of God by grace and grace alone

You left your home to seek out the lost

You knew the great and terrible cost

But Jesus your face was set

I worked my fi ngers down to the bone

But nothing I did could ever atone

But Jesus you paid my debt

Chorus 2

 By Your blood I have redemption and salvation

 Lord you died that I might reap what you have sown

 And you rose that I might be a new creation

 I am born again by grace and grace alone

I was in darkness all of my life

I never knew the day from the night

But Spirit you made me see

I swore I knew the way on my own

Head full of rocks a heart made of stone

But Spirit you moved in me

Chorus 3

 And at your touch my sleeping spirit was awakened

 On my darkened heart the light of Christ has shone

 Called into a kingdom that cannot be shaken

 Heaven’s citizen by grace and grace alone

So I’ll stand in faith by grace and grace alone

I will run the race by grace and grace alone

I will slay my sin by grace and grace alone

I will reach the end by grace and grace alone

Prayer of Confession     Chris Dorsch 

Gracious God, we wish for a life of comfort and ease, with no pain 

or problems. We wish for a life with no hurt or hardship.  We wish 

for a life that is safe, with no risk of harm or illness.  But Lord, you 

never promised us a life like that.  What you promised, instead, is 

a life of diffi culty and danger.  If we follow in your footsteps,  we will 

face trials, trouble, hardship, confl ict and persecution.  If we follow 

in your way,  it will lead us surely to the cross. And yet, we follow, 

because it is the way of life, peace and salvation.  Lord, forgive us 

for expecting a safe and easy life.  Help us to understand,  that our 

trials are really for our benefi t and blessing.  Help us to realize, that 

our pain and suffering produce hope, patience and endurance.  In 

whatever challenges we face this day,  may we display grace under 

pressure.  We pray in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Song of Response

 Your Grace is Enough

Great is Your faithfulness O God

You wrestle with the sinner’s restless heart

You lead us by still waters into mercy

And nothing can keep us apart

Pre-Chorus

 So remember Your people

 Remember Your children

 Remember Your promise O God

Chorus 1

 Your grace is enough

 Your grace is enough

 Your grace is enough for me

Great is Your love and justice God of Jacob

You use the weak to lead the strong

You lead us in the song of Your salvation

And all Your people sing along

Chorus 2

 Yeah Your grace is enough

 Heaven reaching down to us

 Your grace is enough for me

 God I see Your grace is enough

 I’m covered in Your love

 Your grace is enough for me for me

First Scripture Reading    Skyler Gerald

 2 Corinthians  4:7-18
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-sur-

passing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed 

on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 

persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 

We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the 

life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are 

alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that 

his life may also be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death 

is at work in us, but life is at work in you.  13 It is written: “I believed; 

therefore I have spoken.”  Since we have that same spirit of faith, 

we also believe and therefore speak, 14 because we know that the 

one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us 

with Jesus and present us with you to himself. 15 All this is for your 

benefi t, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people 

may cause thanksgiving to overfl ow to the glory of God. 16 There-

fore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, 

yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and 

momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all. 18 So we fi x our eyes not on what is seen, but 

on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is 

unseen is eternal. 

Prayers of the People    The Rev. Peter Larson

Prayer of Dedication     Shelley Bondurant

  

Offertory       

 It Is Well

When peace like a river attendeth my way

When sorrows like sea billows roll

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say

It is well, It is well with my soul

Chorus

 It is well with my soul

 It is well, it is well with my soul

Tho’ Satan should buffet, tho’ trials should come

Let this blest assurance control

That Christ hath regarded, my helpless estate

And hath shed His own blood, for my soul

My sin O the bliss of this glorious tho’t

My sin not in part but the whole

Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord O my soul


