


Sunday, May 17, 2020
8:45 a.m. Worship Service

Graduation Sunday

WE GATHER

 Welcome  The Rev. Peter Larson

 

 Prelude         Julie Shelton

      Fairest Lord Jesus        Albin C. Whitworth  

 

 Call to Worship  (Isaiah 40:28-31)  The Rev. Peter Larson

Leader:   Do you not know?  Have you not heard?   The Lord is the everlasting God, 

 the Creator of the ends of the earth.

People:  He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.

Leader:   He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.

People    Even youths grow weary, and young men stumble and fall.  

Leader:   But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.

All:          They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.

 

 Hymn 

  When Morning Gilds the Skies 

When morning gilds the skies, my heart awakening cries, may Jesus Christ be praised, 

Alike at work and prayer to Jesus I repair, may Jesus Christ be praised

Does sadness fi ll my mind, a solace here I fi nd, may Jesus Christ be praised, 

Or fades my earthly bliss? My comfort still is this, may Jesus Christ be praised

The night becomes as day, when from the heart we say, may Jesus Christ be praised, 

The powers of darkness fear when this sweet chant they hear, may Jesus Christ be praised

Be this while life is mine, my canticle divine, may Jesus Christ be praised, 

Be this the eternal song, through all the ages long, may Jesus Christ be praised

 

WE PRAY/WE GIVE 
 Prayer for Graduates    Marge Cunningham

Gracious God, We praise you for our graduates.  We praise you for their parents, teachers and mentors who 

helped them. We praise you because; You are the One who gave them life; You are the One who gave them 

strength; You are the One who gave them intellect; You are the One who gave them creativity; You are the One 

who gave them imagination; You are the One who gave them gifts and talents; And you are the One who gave 

your Son to save them. Lord, bless these graduates as they enter the next chapter of their lives. Give them      

wisdom and discernment. Give them courage to stand up for what is right. Give them boldness, to speak your 

truth in love. Give them faith and humility to follow you always. We pray in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit,  AMEN.

 Celebration and Thanksgiving for our Graduates    Andrew Johnson

 Prayer of Dedication      

 

 Offertory       

  Graduate Slide Show



WE HEAR THE WORD             

 Hymn 

  Fairest Lord Jesus 

Fairest Lord Jesus Ruler of all nature, O Thou of God and man the Son

Thee will I cherish Thee will I honor, Thou my soul’s glory joy and crown

Fair are the meadows fairer still the woodlands, robed in the blooming garb of spring

Jesus is fairer Jesus is purer, who makes the woeful heart to sing

Fair is the sunshine fairer still the moonlight and all the twinkling starry host

Jesus shines brighter Jesus shines purer, than all the angels heav’n can boast

Beautiful Saviour Lord of all the nations, Son of God and Son of Man

Glory and honor praise adoration, now and forevermore be Thine

 Scripture Reading   

  Jeremiah 29:4-14
4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 
5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; 

fi nd wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. 

Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have car-

ried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 8 Yes, this is what the Lord 

Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to 

the dreams you encourage them to have. 9 They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,” 

declares the Lord. 10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to 

you and fulfi ll my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 

the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on 

me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and fi nd me when you seek me with all 

your heart. 14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity.[a] I will gather you 

from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the 

place from which I carried you into exile.”

 

 Sermon   The  Rev. Peter Larson

  The New Normal

WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD

 *Closing Hymn       

  Be Thou My Vision

Be Thou my Vision O Lord of my heart, naught be all else to me save that Thou art

Thou my best thought by day or by night, waking or sleeping Thy presence my light

Be Thou my Wisdom and Thou my true Word, I ever with Thee and Thou with me Lord

Thou my great Father I Thy true son, thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one

High King of heaven my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys bright heaven’s Sun

Heart of my own heart whatever befall, still be my Vision O Ruler of all 

 Benediction        The Rev. Peter Larson

 Postlude         Julie Shelton

      Toccata in F    Dieterich Buxtehude  



Sunday, May 17, 2020
11:15 a.m. Worship Service

Graduation Sunday

Welcome       The  Rev.  Peter Larson

Call to Worship        Chris Dorsch

Do you not know?  Have you not heard?   The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.  He gives strength to the weary and 

increases the power of the weak.  Even youths grow weary, and young men stumble and fall.  But those who hope 

in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will 

walk and not be faint.

Song of Praise             
 Hosanna (Praise Is Rising)

Praise is rising, eyes are turning to You, we turn to You

Hope is stirring, hearts are yearning for You, we long for You

Pre-Chorus

 ‘Cause when we see You, we fi nd strength to face the day

 In Your presence, all our fears are washed away, 

 Washed away

Chorus

 Hosanna hosanna

 You are the God who saves us, worthy of all our praises

 Hosanna hosanna

 Come have Your way among us, we welcome You here Lord Jesus

Hear the sound of hearts returning to You, we turn to You

In Your Kingdom, broken lives are made new, You make us new

Prayer for Graduates       Terri Catanzaro

Gracious God, We praise you for our graduates.  We praise you for their parents, teachers and mentors who 

helped them. We praise you because; You are the One who gave them life; You are the One who gave them 

strength; You are the One who gave them intellect; You are the One who gave them creativity; You are the One 

who gave them imagination; You are the One who gave them gifts and talents; And you are the One who gave 

your Son to save them. Lord, bless these graduates as they enter the next chapter of their lives. Give them wis-

dom and discernment. Give them courage to stand up for what is right. Give them boldness, to speak your truth 

in love. Give them faith and humility to follow you always. We pray in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

AMEN.

Celebration and Thanksgiving for our Graduates    Andrew Johnson

Prayer of Dedication      

 

Offertory       

  Graduate Slide Show



Song of Praise           
 Great Are You Lord

You give life You are love, You bring light to the darkness

You give hope You restore ev’ry heart that is broken

And great are You Lord

Chorus

 It’s Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise

 It’s Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise to You only

Bridge

 And all the earth will shout Your praise our hearts will cry these bones will sing

 Great are You Lord

Scripture Reading    

 Jeremiah 29:4-14
4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 
5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; 

fi nd wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. 

Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have car-

ried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 8 Yes, this is what the Lord 

Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to 

the dreams you encourage them to have. 9 They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,” 

declares the Lord. 10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to 

you and fulfi ll my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 

the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on 

me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and fi nd me when you seek me with all 

your heart. 14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity.[a] I will gather you 

from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the 

place from which I carried you into exile.”

Message     The  Rev. Peter Larson

 The New Normal

                          

Sending Song     

 Timeless Living Water
This is my God

He is my father

The timeless living water

He holds us all alive

Emmanuel You are Holy

Emmanuel You are Holy

You’ve painted the skies with a blink of your eye

You brought me to life a majestic sacrifi ce

You are my God

You are my father

The timeless living water

You hold us all alive

Emmanuel You are Holy

Emmanuel You are Holy

Hour by hour I will place all my days

In the depths of your hands safe I will stay

 Holy, Holy, You are Holy   

Benediction       The Rev. Peter Larson


