
March 17, 2020 
 
Dear Friends:  
 Grace and peace to you.  I hope all of you are safe and well.  Although we are keeping a social 
distance right now, you are not alone!  More than ever, we need the love and support of our church 
family.  
 In just a few short weeks, the Covid-19 virus has dramatically changed the way we live our 
lives. Schools, colleges, sporting events, restaurants and shops have been closed or cancelled and 
no one knows when they will open again.  In the words of an article in yesterday’s Wall Street 
Journal, “America has begun to shut itself down.” 

One thing is certain: the church of Jesus Christ will not shut down.  To cancel events is not 
enough – we must find alternate ways to minister to our flock and community.  This will require faith 
and creativity.  At our Session meeting last night, the leadership of LPC developed a response plan 
that includes the following: 

 
1. Sunday worship – Our worship services will be broadcast by livestreaming on the LPC 

Facebook page.  Services will include music, prayers and the sermon, as always.  
However, for those who feel a strong need and desire to be here on Sunday morning, the 
church doors will still be open.  Of course, we will take every precaution to make sure 
people keep a safe distance and avoid personal contact.  In addition, we will not pass the 
collection plate or serve communion until this crisis passes.  I assure you that our Session 
is very concerned with the health and safety of our community.  In fact, during our meeting 
we listened to Dr. Mike Bain who worships at LPC.  Mike is the head of the emergency 
room at Bethesda North, and provided us with accurate, real-time data about the Covid-19 
virus. As your church, we want to take every precaution to prevent the spread of the virus.  
Nevertheless, we also want to respect the freedom and spiritual needs of those who want 
to be here in worship on Sunday morning.  This was not an easy or clear-cut decision, and 
many viewpoints were expressed at our meeting.  In the end, we agreed to provide 
livestreaming for the majority of our congregation who will be at home, while still keeping 
the sanctuary open on Sunday morning.  If you are feeling sick or if you are in a high-risk 
category because of your age or medical issues or if you have any concerns at all about 
being in a public gathering, we urge you to please stay home and join us in worship via 
livestreaming.   

 
2. Other Groups and Meetings – Until further notice, we are cancelling all meetings by non-

church groups with the exception of Alcoholics Anonymous, the Blood Drive and The 
Marriage School.  For LPC groups, meetings should only be held for essential business 
that cannot be conducted by email or Skype. 
 

3. Feeding Ministry - Already, many foodbanks and feeding ministries have shut down, 
creating hardship for people in our community who depend on these services. We will 
continue our LPC feeding ministry for the time being. However, instead of gathering for a 
sit-down meal we will provide take-out meals to avoid any spread of the virus. 

 

4. Caring for our Congregation – We are exploring creative new ways to care for our 
congregation during this crisis.  In the next few days, we are planning to create an online 
caregiving network that will connect people with needs (food, toilet paper, transportation, 
child care, etc.) with those who are able to meet these needs. We have a template for 
doing this and will add it soon to  our website: lebanonpresbyterian.org.  In addition, the 
deacons of our church are “adopting” homebound members and will be calling them 
regularly and sending cards.  In addition, we are creating a task force to respond to those in 
need that will involve some of our small groups and students who are home from college. 



 

5. Daily Devotions – Starting today, we will provide daily devotions on our church Facebook 
page.  These are taken from our Lenten devotional, written by members of LPC.  In 
troubling times, let us look to the Word of God for hope and encouragement! 

 

6. Wednesday Nights Together – The Wednesday Night meal has been cancelled, along 
with all activities for students and children.  Bible studies led by Pastor Larson and Nina 
Dorsch will meet for this final week to conclude their study. 

 

7. Deacons Emergency Aid – The deacons of LPC have funds for emergency assistance 
called Helping Hands.   If you are aware of a pressing financial need related to the virus, 
please contact Randy Fannin and the deacons and they will consider your request. 

 

8. Government Guidelines – As Christians, we should respect and obey the laws of our 
nation.  Currently, the President has been issuing guidelines in response to the Covid-19 
virus and these have been changing rapidly.  However, these are guidelines, not laws.  
Also, church organizations are protected by the First Amendment, as our state and federal 
leaders have pointed out.  Religious freedom is one of the bedrock principles protected by 
the U.S. Constitution.  By making these decisions, our church leaders are not breaking the 
law but only exercising our Constitutional rights to assemble for worship. 

 

9. Children and Student Ministries – All activities for children and students have been 
cancelled until further notice.  We encourage families to worship and spend time together in 
God’s Word while they are home together, and we are connecting parents with resources, 
ideas and updates through our Children’s Ministry Facebook page.   

 

10. Prime Timers bingo event this week has been cancelled. 
 

11. The Women’s Retreat has been cancelled. 
 

12. Financial Giving – As always, we rely on your faithful giving to support the mission and 
ministry of LPC. You can send your pledge by mail, or you can take advantage of the online 
giving.  To begin online giving just go to our church website, lebanonpresbyterian.org then 
go to the toolbar and click on “Worship” and then “Online Giving.” 

 

We are living in extraordinary times. However, God is bigger than the coronavirus.  As I 
preached Sunday from Psalm 46:1, “He is our refuge and strength, our ever-present help in 
trouble.”  The Lord will see us through this crisis.  If you have questions or concerns, please 
feel free to call me.  In the meantime, please pray for the staff and leaders of LPC as we 
navigate these new and uncharted waters.  The Session is constantly evaluating the 
situation and will keep you informed with regular updates.  
 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
 
Pastor Peter Larson   


