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Overflowing Love 

On our farm there is a hidden spring.  Day after day, it 

flows from deep under-
ground.  It never runs 
dry.  Once,  after a wind-
storm knocked out our 
electrical power, the 
spring supplied water for 
our cows and horses.  

 

In 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 
the Apostle Paul writes 
these words:  “May the 
LORD make your love 
increase and overflow for 
each other…”.  I was 
struck by those words. 
What would it look like 
for a church to overflow 
with love for each other?  
Actually, I think we see 
that all the time at LPC. 

 

In January, Walt and Lisa Wymer discovered that their 
pickup truck was broken. It needed major repairs, and they 
lacked the money to fix it. Somehow, their Sunday school 
class found out about the broken truck.  In response, they 
raised $6,400 and purchased a new, used truck for the 
Wymer family.  When the family  went to pick it up at the 
used car lot, they wept for joy. What a wonderful example of 
overflowing love.  

 

In recent months, we have had several deaths in our 
church.  In response, the deacons of LPC hosted receptions 
for the grieving families.  By cooking, serving and doing all 
the cleanup,  they expressed the love and caring of Jesus 
Christ in a quiet but powerful way. 

In February, we hosted a meeting of Midwest Presbytery. 
It was a huge job, involving scores of volunteers to help 

with cooking, greet-
ing, serving com-
munion, singing in 
the choir, playing in 
the praise band and 
providing transporta-
tion for the guest 
speaker.  In addi-
tion, some of you 
opened your homes 
to provide visiting 
elders with a place 
to stay.  It was an-
other example of 
overflowing love! 
  
Recently, Beth’s 
mother suffered a 
serious heart prob-
lem. For 10 days, 

Beth was in Pennsylvania until her mother was able to 
leave the hospital.  While Beth was gone, some of you 
figured out that I was all alone.  One friend baked me a 
batch of macaroon cookies. Another friend gave me a 
honey-baked ham. Another friend delivered a complete 
dinner! 
 

Love is not a church program.  In fact, it doesn’t come 
from us at all but flows from a relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  If our faith is rooted and grounded in him, then 
our love for each other will overflow. Like the hidden 
spring on our farm, it will never run dry. I thank God for 
all of you, and for overflowing love of Jesus Christ that I 
see in this church.  
 

Your servant in Christ, 

Peter 

Sunday, March 1 
Communion Sunday 

 

A Place at the Table  
Luke 7:36-50 

 
Sunday, March 8 

 

Planting Seeds  
Matthew 13:1-23  

 

Sunday, March 15 
 

Jesus Prays for  
Himself 
John 17:1-5  

Sunday, March 22 
 

Jesus Prays for his 
Disciples  

John 17:6-19  
 

Sunday, March 29 
 

Jesus Prays for his 
Church  

John 17:20-26  
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Worship Services & Sunday School 

 8:45 a.m.   Traditional Worship  

10 a.m.   Christian Education 

11:15 a.m.  Modern Worship 
 

Wednesday Nights Together  

 5:30 p.m.   Dinner in the Ark  

 6:15 p.m.   Classes and activities 

 

Senior Pastor            

The Rev. Peter Larson    Dick and Elly Wilson, Walt Wymer and Dan Wolfer with the truck donated to 



Back in December, I took my old guitar to the Fellowship 

Hall one Monday evening to sing Christmas Carols during 

our weekly feeding ministry. Gladly, it turned into a chorus 

of our neighbors chiming in everything from “The First 

Noel” to “Feliz Navidad!” 

 

I tried it again in February.  This time I took an old Country 

and Western Hymnal (that had been my mother-in-law’s) 

since I was familiar with many of the tunes. Wow, once 

again, what otherwise would have been another yummy 

meal accompanied by chatter turned into a Gospel-fest 

with requests. Just so you know, not everyone in the room 

of 30 or so guests were singing, but many did, and it was 

clear that Jesus and songs that give witness to the hope 

we have in Him was the prevailing “noise.” 

 

Not only were there songs, but there were “hymn histo-

ries” and personal testimonies that went right along with 

several of the songs.  i.e. “Count Your Blessings.” One 

elderly sister mentioned that both she and her husband 

had been pilots for more than sixty years. When we start-

ed singing “I’ll Fly Away,” she could hardly wait until the 

song was over to share that they had sung that very song 

at her late husband’s funeral. Before the dinner was over, 

I sat at the piano and played another old Gospel song. 

When I got up, the unexpected happened: one of our 

neighbors went over to the piano and started playing 

(most beautifully, I might add), “Nearer, my God to Thee.” 

Making a Joyful Noise      by Rev. Randy Fannin 

iPray 
Please pray for the following needs and concerns of 
the church during the coming month: 
 
� For our Long Range Planning Team, as they 

prepare to present recommendations to Ses-
sion, that God would guide and give them vision 
and discernment.  

 
� For the “Prayer Vision 2020” event the weekend 

of March 28-29 with speaker Jerry Coleman, 
that it would help ignite a movement of prayer in 
our church. 

 
� For our ministry staff and worship and music 

team as they plan Holy Week and Easter     
Sunday worship. 

 
� For Solomon Gacece, our mission partner in 

Kenya, East Africa, who will be visiting LPC in 
early March. 

 
� For the spiritual renewal of our church, that the 

Holy Spirit would deepen our love for Christ and 
for each other. 

Session 
 
The Session of LPC took the following actions at our February 
10 monthly meeting: 
 
� Approved four members of the student Kaleo class for mem-

bership in the church, including Andrew Bicknell, Margaret 
Bondurant, Theresa Olding and Piper Williams. We spent 
time hearing their faith statements and comments from their 
elder/mentors. 

 
� Received a report from Karen Kilpatrick on three new small 

groups that were launched in October, now totaling 35 
members. 

 
� Approved sales of Andrew Brunson’s book, “God’s Hos-

tage,” during the Feb. 21-22 meeting of Midwest Presbytery. 
 
� Received a report from Personnel Ministry Team that two 

new at-large members have joined the team, including Doug 
Eickman and Fred Ungerman, and a new Deacon’s repre-
sentative, Cindy Jaynes.  

 

LPC Income and Expenses 
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One never knows how people will respond to the gospel, but 

on this night as people slowly filed out, there were spontane-

ous expressions – not only of sincere gratitude for the won-

derfully delicious dinner prepared and served by Doug and 

Paulette Rhinehart and Gwen Bens – but also for the joyful 

noise we all made that adorned the evening meal. 

A Time to Grieve 
 

This Spring our LPC Bereavement Ministry Team will once 

again be offering “A Time to Grieve,” our five week support 

group for friends and family among us who have experienced 

the loss of a loved one. Wednesdays, April 1-29 from 6:30 to 

8 p.m. in Room 305.Then, on Tuesday, May 5, we will be 

hosting our Annual Memorial Service at 7 p.m. in the Sanctu-

ary to honor the lives of loved ones who passed from this life 

to the next in the last year. For more information or to regis-

ter, contact Randy Fannin at (513) 932-2751 or 

The LPC Book Club  
 
will meet on Thursday, March 12, at 7 p.m. in 
Room 311 to discuss “What Once Was True" by 
Irish writer, Jean Grainger. This historical saga 
tells the story of two Irish families at the begin-
ning of World War II. One family owns the grand 
house and the other family are the servants that 
work there. As war looms, both families are 
drawn into the conflict. Come join us for a lively 
discussion. For further information call Sue Waits 
at 513-374-4496. 



This month we honor the following men 
and women for their loving service to Je-
sus Christ and the church. 
 
Phil Craig for filling in the potholes. 
 
Scott Hobbs for fixing the roof leaks. 
 
Roger Sims for fixing the window grids. 
 
Lelia Brandt for teaching Communion 
class. 
 

What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship by Rick McNeely 

A Celebration of Sacred Music Friday, March 6              
  
The musicians of LPC are preparing A Celebration of Sacred Music on 
Friday, March 6, at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The event is intended to 
provide opportunity to worship together, share some beautiful music, 
give thanks for the abundance of talent God has blessed this congrega-
tion with, and to honor the many people who have supported the music 
ministry over the years, like David Palmer and Gary Cunningham. These 
two, along with many others have always been tremendous patrons of 
the LPC music program, and were instrumental in the 2013 restoration 
of the magnificent Bunn Minnick pipe organ in our sanctuary. 
 
This celebration will feature classical and sacred  works on the organ by 
our organist, Julie Shelton.  In addition to organ solo music, you will also 
be treated to musical collaborations with Patty Corfman, oboist; Daniel 

Sachs, pianist; Rachel Sachs, soprano; and our Handbell Choir, led by Rachael Earley.  
 
Come be a part of this musical celebration, giving God all the glory for the great things He has done! There will be a cele-
bratory reception immediately following.  Invite your friends to attend what is sure to be an entertaining and uplifting hour 
of music. 
 

Holy Week April 5-12 
 
Our Holy Week celebration will include the rich traditions we enjoy each year: 
� The pomp of Palm Sunday with palms, procession, and something 
 special from the children. Traditional worship at 8:45 a.m. in the 
 Sanctuary and Modern worship at 11:15 a.m. in the Ark.  
 

� A dinner and remembrance of the Last Supper on Maundy  
 Thursday which begins with dinner at 6:30 p.m. in the Ark  
 followed by worship, with communion, led by Rev. Randy Fannin. 
 

� A Good Friday worship service filled with special music and a        
 message from Peter focusing on the two thieves who were crucified 
 on either side of Jesus. Service begins at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 

� A joyful celebration of the truth that binds us all together…  
 Christ is alive! We will celebrate with bells, brass, strings, choir, 
 piano, and organ for our first two services, and our dynamic 
 praise band leading us in worship for our third Easter morning 
 service. Easter morning services are 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. in the 
 Sanctuary and 11:15 a.m.in the Ark. 
 

 

Also, we will again have a Holy Week Art Gallery, located in the Sanctuary. 
The gallery will feature works of art by artists in our congregation and promis-
es to be a powerful presentation. The gallery will open Sunday, March 15 
with the theme of “The Prayers of Jesus.” The Gallery will remain open 
through the end of April. 
 

Make plans now to attend all these special moments as well as to spend time in the art gallery.  

We’ve come a long way from the line taken from the title of a 1960’s TV 
police comedy series. Safety and security is no joke. In the last two and a 
half years your LPC Safety Ministry has been hard at work creating a safer 
and more secure place to worship, gather, and learn. Volunteering our time 
to ensure LPC is a safe place is our mission and we have a great time train-
ing and working together.  
 

In January 2020, we lost four team members either to retirement or reloca-
tion, which leaves us stretching our resources. Men AND Women, think 
about it: this ministry just might be up your alley! Here’s your invitation.  
Before making a decision, here's what is involved:   

 

�  Monitoring the CCTV cameras during worship times and significant events at the  Church 
�  Checking to make sure that assigned doors are locked 
�  Assisting as additional greeters and way finders 
�  Keeping eyes and ears open for out of place persons or things  

 

The time commitment is minimal and there is no requirement to carry a firearm.  
The Safety Ministry meets once a month to discuss any incidents or concerns that may have arisen, as well as any upcom-
ing events that may require our presence. We also meet periodically to train on such topics as First Aid, CPR/AED, fire 
extinguishers, etc.   Please prayerfully consider joining the LPC Safety Ministry Team. For more information, please      
contact Garry Benner at 937-798-1429 or ghbenner@yahoo.com. 
 

Thank You 
Dear LPC Family, 
Thank you from the bottom of my now fixed heart for all the phone calls, 
emails, prayers, and cards during my recent heart catherizations.  I am be-
yond blessed to be a part of such a loving church family and am happy to 
say I'm back where I belong - in the choir singing praises to the Lord! 
Many thanks.   
   Blessings, Nancy Haire 
 
Dear Church Family, 
We are so blessed to be members of this congregation!  The past year has 
been one of the most challenging in our lives, but throughout it all, we have 
felt God’s love and support through your many cards, calls, prayers, hugs 
and meals.  We praise God every day for LPC, where the Holy Spirit is so 
evident and where God’s people are listening and caring! 
 

                             With love and gratitude, Amy and Mike Schneider 
 
Dear Pastor Peter, Randy, Deacons and Elders, 
Thank you so much for your extreme generosity in our time of need. I have 
been meaning to write this for a long time. There was a point when I was not 
well enough physically to pick up a pen.  The prayers are definitely working. 
Cleveland Clinic’s treatment plan with the help from God has resulted in me 
feeling like a different person. I suspect the immune deficiency among the 
other diagnosis was holding me down long before we knew it.  Please con-
tinue to pray for us, as we are still struggling, but your support, generosity, 
financial help, prayers and cards have been very much appreciated.  I re-
member a year ago having a conversation with Pastor Larson about church 
membership.  I said that I had my reservations and was not sure that it was 
something I personally wanted.  Today I can say this is a church I want to be 
a member of and am proud to be a part of.  
   Thanks again, LeeAnn Stacy Safety Ministry  

Needs Volunteers 



Kairos Ministry Reaches Prisoners 
at L.C.I. 
 
Dear Rev. Larson, 
 

Let me begin by thanking you and your wonderful congregation for 
once again hosting our ministry as we prepare for our March 12-15 
Kairos Weekend at Lebanon Correctional Institution.  This will be 
the 60th Kairos weekend we have hosted at LCI. 
 

Many congregations support us in a variety of ways, but you have 
truly gone above and beyond the call of duty in so many ways.  We 
could not have done the work we do inside the walls of LCI without 
your stalwart support. 
 

Two of your church members, Mike McIntosh and Ron Warncke, will be serving as members of our team this weekend. 
They will be helping share the transforming love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ to impact the hearts and lives of these 
incarcerated men both now and in eternity.  We will be working with a group of 42 inmates selected by the prison chaplain. 
 

Thank you for your prayer support of Mike and Ron, our whole team and the 42 LCI prisoners who will be attending this 
retreat. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Jeff Murphy 
Chairman of LCI Advisory Council 
   

 

Are you 50+? Then you are a Prime Timer?  

Prime Timers are folks 50+ who want to have fun and social-

ize. Prime Timers meet for a monthly activity March through 

December.  

 

Hope you can join us for one or all of our March, April and May, 2020 events. 2020 Prime Timers Leadership Team:  Terri 

& Jack Catanzaro, terricatanzaro@gmail.com, 513-288-2313, Phyllis Nischwitz 513-331-9161 gdnpjn68@yahoo.com  

Friday, March 20 from 5:30-8 p.m. Prime Timers potluck in Fellowship Hall followed by Bingo. Bring a generous dish to 

share (last name begins with A-L entrée/casserole, M-P side dish, Q-Z dessert). Also bring at least one wrapped bingo 

prize (white elephant, re-gift or new) per person. Beverages and paper products provided. No sign-up necessary. Greeters 

will be at keypad doors for entry. 

Saturday, April 4 from 10-12 p.m. at the LPC Eggstravaganza. Bring your grandkids to a morning of meaningful Easter 

fun at LPC.  If your grandchildren are 12-16+, sign up in advance to be a greeter, work a station together or serve break-

fast. Or to enjoy seeing Easter through the eyes of a child, use this link to assist. https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/4090D48A4AA2BAAF94-lpceaster. Questions about the Eggstravaganza, call or email Ann van der Merwe, 

ann@lebanonpresbyterian.org or 513-932-2751. 

Friday, May 15 at 8 p.m. attend the play “Assassins” at Lebanon Theater Company.  In this darkly humorous musical re-

view, Stephen Sondheim (music & lyrics) and John Weidman (book) depict nine misfit men and women who attempted 

(four of them successfully) to assassinate American Presidents. Ticket price $20. We have reserved 25 tickets.  Sign-up 

board available in the Welcome Center starting April 5.  

LPC Women’s Ret�eatLPC Women’s Ret�eatLPC Women’s Ret�eatLPC Women’s Ret�eat 

We’re excited and hope you will be too!   The 2020 LPC Women's Re-

treat is scheduled for April 17-19. Come for the day or come for the 

weekend!  Brochures to sign up are located in the Welcome Center or 

online. Deadline to sign up is Sunday March 29, we hope to see all the 

ladies of LPC there.  Consider bringing a friend or family member to 

share this spirit filled weekend.  This year’s theme is "Let Go and Let 

God." The retreat will be held at the beautiful and serene Procter Cen-

ter (proctercenter.org) located in London, Ohio and is just 45 minutes 

from LPC.  The Center has overnight accommodations, meals, and 

conference rooms all in one building.  If you have any questions, con-

tact a committee member: Terri Catanzaro, Debbie Snider, Connie 

Tunison, Renee Lay or Debbie Kouns. 

LPC Feeding Ministry 

Once a month, LPC students serve a delicious lasagna dinner 

at our Monday night feeding ministry. Pictured here from left to 

right are:  Sammy Sachs, Nicholas Ryan, Andrew Bicknell and 

Jack Sheanshang.  On average, the feeding ministry serves 

about 40 people per night. Meals are offered to anyone who is 

hungry and needing a hot meal. Many thanks to Joe and Leslie 

Ryan and all the parents who assist the students in serving this 

meal!   



Children’s Ministry News  
                           by Ann van der Merwe 

        As we move into the season of Lent, allow me to share some thoughts from children that seem      

        especially important this time of year… 

 

Shepherding children on their journey of faith can bring remarkable clari-

ty to our own relationship with God. Does the cross help me focus on 

God…or am I too busy to reflect on its meaning? Am I able to just enjoy 

being loved by Jesus…or am I thinking mostly about what I want from 

Him…or what I should be doing for Him…or how I struggle to understand 

His words? 

 

Let us all remember the simplicity of the Gospel this Lenten season. Let 

the image of the cross be enough to help us focus on God – who He is 

and what He has done for us. Let the depth of His love wash over us and 

drench our souls – rinsing away everything that makes us question its 

power.  
 

 

Lenten Prayers: An Art Workshop for Kids 
Saturday, March 7 

2:30-5 p.m. 
 
All school-age children (1-6) are invited to attend this special workshop with four gifted LPC artists: Heather Forster,    
Jennifer Garter, Beth Gully, and Molly Lucas. Children will be encouraged to use their God-given creativity to make 
themed art that will be on display in the Narthex throughout the Lenten season. They will have a variety of media to 
choose from for their expressions of faith. To register, contact Ann van der Merwe, ann@lebanonpresbyterian.org, no later 
than March 1.  
 

   Easter Eggstravaganza 
         Saturday, April 4 
        10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
  
Journey as a family through Holy Week… 
Sing Hosanna, serve one another, pray in color, and celebrate new 
life! 
  
Enjoy togetherness… 
Share a continental breakfast, make some crafts, meet live animals, 
and jump for joy in a bounce house!  
  

          Let us know you’re coming… 
          https://vbspro.events/p/events/easterlpc 
  

KALEO “The Call” 
 

On February 10, at LPC’s monthly Session meeting, LPC Elders met with students interested in becoming members 
through the Kaleo Class. In the Kaleo confirmation process, teens are individually paired with an Elder mentor and journey 
through the basics of faith and what it means to decide to be a disciple of Jesus. At the meeting, students shared their per-
sonal statements of faith, Elder mentors testified to the evidence of the student’s faith and character and Session approved 
them for membership. But what happened at the meeting was actually much more than these procedural actions. At this 
meeting, we saw the faith of our youth on display and we saw an intergenerational church supporting and caring for 
them—it was clear that our students are known and loved.  In a time where generational distrust and animosity is on the 
rise and a whole generation seems to be walking away from the Lord, our LPC faith family is exactly what today’s children 
and young adults need.  
 
What happens in Kaleo is not a novel thing, in fact, it is what God does for us.  God wasn’t content with people being far 
from him — so he came to them. He sought us out. He came down to our level to be with and to speak our language.  
What if God had just said “those people keep walking away and keep getting lost…OH WELL!?” Such a response from us 
to these young and wayward generations would be equally as silly.  God had to seek us out and we must seek after these 
generations for the Lord.  Do you know a teen in our church?  Have you ever talked to a child?  Some of you are so great 
at this. You know our kids names and you ask them questions. (Even if they don’t answer or shake your hand.) We must 
pursue our children for the Lord. What are you willing to do to bring our children to Jesus? 
 
The next time you see a stressed out parent with a little kid, get to know them for the wayward child they are and model 
Jesus in our community for them.  The next time you see a loner teenager, stop and talk to them and get to know their 
name.  It might be awkward for you but it is what they need from you.  There are many active ways to share the love of 
God with children and teens at LPC. You could make food for the Kaleo Brunch on March 15 for Kaleo students, families 
and Elder mentors.  You could invite a family with crazy kids or teens over to your house for dinner.  What if at LPC each 
and every child and teen knew that they were known and loved by people at their church?  Do you think that could change 
a generation? 

Evolve (grades 7th and 8th) 
Wed., Mar. 4: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m. 
Wed., Mar. 11: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m. 
Wed., Mar. 18: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m. 
Wed., Mar. 25: No Evolve Spring Break 
 

LPC Student Ministries by Andrew Johnson 
Encounter (grades 9th and 12th) 
Sun., Mar. 1: Encounter Wendy’s 7-8 p.m. 
Sun., Mar. 8: Encounter 7-8:30 p.m. 
Sun., Mar. 15: Encounter 7-8:30 p.m. 
Sun., Mar. 22: No Encounter 
Sun., Mar. 29: Encounter Wendy’s 7-8 p.m. or Event 

LPC offers college scholarships that can be found on our website.  

All scholarship applica,ons are due March 15. 


