
Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit 
of doing, but let us encourage one another… 
    -Hebrews 10:25 
 

In the church today there 

is a disturbing trend.  In-
stead of coming to wor-
ship weekly, many Chris-
tians are attending wor-
ship every three or four 
weeks. 
 
This trend is not unique to 
LPC -  it is happening 
everywhere.  Nearly all of 
the pastors I know report 
that this is “the new nor-
mal.”  In many cases, core members are now missing regular-
ly from worship. 
 
Why is this happening?  Clearly, it’s because we are doing 
other things.  For many people, Sunday is now a “family day” 
to sleep in and relax or to watch their children playing sports. 
In other words,  worship has become optional.  
 
Another reason is technology.  Instead of physically going to 
worship, many people are live-streaming on digital devices. In 
other words, virtual church has taken the place of actual wor-
ship. Meanwhile, church attendance continues to decline, and 
we wonder why.  
 
Of course, we can worship God anywhere, right?  At least 
that’s what we tell ourselves.  However, we seem to be over-
looking one thing:  Sunday is not our day, it is the LORD’s 
day. 
 
In the Ten Commandments given to Moses, the fourth com-
mandment tells us: “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it 
Holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the 
seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord, your God.” 
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Sunday, Feb. 2 
Communion Sunday 

 

A Life-Changing  
Conversation 

 

John 4:1-26 

 
Sunday, Feb. 9 

 

Telling Your Story  
John 9:1-41  

Sunday, Feb. 16 
 

Love Where You Are  
Philippians 1:12-21  

 
Sunday, Feb. 23 

 

A Great Chasm  
Luke 16:19-29  

 

For thousands of years, Jews and Christians have 
obeyed this commandment.  They have honored the 
Sabbath by setting aside this one day and gathering to 

worship God together. In 
fact, this is one of the main 
things that marks us as be-
lievers and sets us apart 
from the world.  
 
The Westminster  Confes-
sion offers this guidance: 
“The Sabbath is to be kept 
holy unto the Lord when 
men prepare their hearts for 
it; arrange for their daily af-
fairs to be taken care of be-
forehand; rest the whole day 

from their own works and words, and from the thoughts 
about their worldly activities and recreations; and take up 
the whole time in public and private worship.” 
 
Of course, many people claim that this is legalism – that 
we are free from the law and its requirements.  However, 
keeping the Sabbath is not a matter of law, but of love. 
If I truly love God and love my fellow Christians, then I 
will come to worship on Sunday. 
 
I had a dear friend, Cindy Stegman, who died of cancer 
many years ago.  I remember Cindy telling me once, 
“Peter, the highlight of my whole week is the hour I 
spend in worship, singing in the choir!”   For Cindy, the 
idea of not coming to worship on Sunday was unthinka-
ble! 
 
The church has survived 2,000 years of persecution.  
But I wonder: can the church survive apathy and indiffer-
ence?  Out of love for God and gratitude to our Creator 
and Savior, we need to gather once a week for worship.  
After all, it is the LORD’s day, not ours. 
   
Your servant in Christ,    
 Peter 
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As some of you know, I have quite a few stringed instru-

ments. They range from beginner to professional grade. I 

have a tuner for nearly all of them. These days there is 

no excuse for playing “out of tune.”  

 

One Sunday morning, many years ago, Karen and I at-

tended the community church with my [now deceased], 

saintly grandmother who lived in the hills of eastern Ken-

tucky. At one point the pastor said, “I’d like to ask Brother 

and Sister [so and so] to come up and sing a song of 

praise for us.” The couple got up and came forward. The 

dear sister sat at the piano and standing beside her, the 

husband smiled and said to the congregation, “Praise the 

Lord! You all pray for now, we ain’t practiced.” I just 

laughed and shook my head. Honestly, I’m sure they had 

been through this before because they actually sounded 

pretty good (from what I can remember).  

 

I am constantly challenged by the belief that we should 

always reflect on our efforts and check to see if what we 

offer to God and others can be done better – not perfec-

tion, but excellence. That takes time, attention to detail, 

preparation, practice, and fine-tuning.  

 

All writers know that the best writing is “re-writing.” Or-

chestras don’t practice, they rehearse. The practice is 

done on your own time. Excellence is an attitude, an ap-

proach to our work and witness, the fruit of which often 

looks and sounds effortless or second-nature.  

 

 

iPray�

The LPC Book Club will be discussing Before We 

Were Yours by Lisa Wingate at the Thursday, Febru-

ary 13 meeting at 7 p.m. in Room 311.  It is a histori-

cal fiction novel about the Tennessee Children's 

Home Society Orphanage which kidnapped hundreds 

of children from poor families and adopted them to 

wealthy families for profit in the early 

1900s. Questions call Linda Hilgeman at 513-228-

2132. 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every-
thing, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. 
   - Philippians 4:6 
 
� For the Feb. 21-22 meeting of Midwest Pres-

bytery of the EPC that is being hosted by 
LPC, that we would experience joy, unity and 
the presence of God as we gather. 

� For our weekly prayer meetings every Sun-
day at 6 p.m., that the LORD would give us a 
heart and passion to pray together. 

� For our long range planning team as they 
prepare to make recommendations to Ses-
sion. 

� For our newly-elected Elders and Deacons, 
that they would be wise and compassionate 
shepherds for our flock. 

� For the Christian churches in Algeria and our 
mission partners there as they face increas-
ing persecution from the government and the 
closing of churches. 

� For the spiritual renewal or our church, com-
munity and the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church, that the Holy Spirit would deepen our 
love for Jesus. 

 by Rev. Randy Fannin                                                                                                

The last few years the work of Pastoral Care and Deacon 

Ministries here at LPC has increasingly been fine-tuned. Eve-

rything from leadership and teamwork to the many creative 

expressions of love from the hands of dedicated sisters and 

brothers who have adorned the overall experience of Chris-

tian caring for members, attenders, and visitors to LPC. Each 

year we plan, prepare, serve, and then fine-tune. 

That said, I still find myself hitting a wrong note or stumbling 

through some reading or prayer on occasion. Don’t we all? It 

happens, but it’s usually not because my instrument is out-of-

tune. I tend to check that first. My flubs are because I’m hu-

man. Yet, I don’t let it stop me – and you shouldn’t either. 

Mistakes happen. God is gracious and forgiving. And as His 

children, we should be gracious and forgiving as well. Re-

member, I am not talking about perfection – I’m talking about 

the best we have to offer – perhaps like The Little Drummer 

Boy  

Mary nodded pa rum pum, pum, pum. 

The ox and lamb kept time pa rum pum, pum, pum. 

I played my drum for Him pa rum pum, pum, pum. 

I played my best for Him pa rum pum, pum, pum; 

rum pum, pum, pum; rum pum, pum, pum. 

Then He smiled at me pa rum pum, pum, pum. 

Me and my drum. 

Session Report 
 
The Session of LPC took the following actions at our Jan-
uary monthly meeting: 

� Approved a motion to elect Chuck Duerre, Rita Poth, 
Terri Catanzaro, Brandon Taulbee and Jan Watsell 
as Elder Commissioners at the Feb. 21-22 meeting of 
Midwest Presbytery to be hosted by LPC. 

� Agreed on ministry team assignments for 2020. 

� Received a report from the Finance Committee that 
we ended 2019 with a balanced budget of 
$1,139,500, with income exactly matching our ex-
penses. 

� Approved a motion to vote on changing our By-Laws 
at the Jan. 28 congregational meeting to expand our 
board of deacons from 18 to 21. 

� Approved a motion to allow Daniel and Rachel Sachs 
to hold a spring fundraising concert to benefit The 
Marriage School. 
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The LPC Staff extends a huge thank you to everyone for their 
tremendous generosity for the LPC Staff Love Offering. 



What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship by Rick McNeely    

MAKING ROOM FOR VISITORS 

 
You may have noticed that our 8:45 a.m. worship service is getting kind of crowded lately.  Sometimes, it’s hard to find a 

seat.  

Of course, this is a good problem to have.  However, imagine that you are a first-time visitor.  You walk into the sanctuary 

with your family and you can’t find a place to sit.  You climb the stairs to the balcony only to find there are no seats there, 

either.  So you head back to the ground floor, where one of the ushers searches for a place for you to sit.  Unfortunately, 

the only space left is in front.  Feeling awkward and embarrassed, you walk down the center aisle with your children and 

find yourself sitting in the very first row – not the place you want to be! 

Currently, our long-range planning team is addressing this issue. In the meantime, there are three ways that you can help:   

 1.  If you would please sit toward the front of the sanctuary, that would leave room in back for latecomers  

 and visitors.  

 2.  If you could please sit near the center of the pews, that would leave room on the aisles for others.   

 3.  If you are physically able, please park your car as far away from the church as possible to leave parking spaces 

 available for visitors.  

If we do these three things, it will create a welcoming environment for visitors. It’s a way of putting others before ourselves.  

Or you could join the choir – there is plenty of room in the choir loft! 

 

Memorial Concert for David Palmer—March 6 
 

The musicians of LPC are honoring the memory of David Palmer with a special concert on Friday, March 6, at 7:30 p.m. 

David and Joyce Palmer have always been tremendous patrons of the LPC music program and were instrumental in the 

2013 restoration of the magnificent Bunn Minnick pipe organ in our sanctuary. 

 

This tribute concert will feature classical and sacred works on the organ by our organist, Julie Shelton.  In addition to organ 

solo music, you will also be treated to musical collaborations with Patty Corfman, oboist; Daniel Sachs, pianist; Rachel 

Sachs, soprano; and our Handbell Choir, led by Rachael Earley.   The concert will be followed by a reception.   

 

 

 

Thank You 
Dear LPC Friends, 

 

Thank you for  your financial support last year to Project 

Mercy which totaled $3,700.  You are such a gift to us 

and all of those who have the privilege to serve in rural 

Ethiopia.  Because of your amazing generosity, the chil-

dren in Yetebon and ChaCha have a school where they 

can learn and a healthy meal each day.  They get to see 

Christ’s love every day.  Those who are sick are able to 

see a doctor and are introduced to the Great Physician. 

 

Thank you so much! 

Khrista Boster, Communications Manager, Project Mercy 

 

Dear LPC Preschool, 

 

Thank you to our LPC Preschool children, Connie Tu-

nison and Preschool staff members for the beautiful 

home made Christmas Cards. They were delivered to 

over thirty LPC members on our Pastoral care list along 

with Poinsettias in December.  Your cards brought joyful 

smiles and a very special blessing to all who received 

them.  Thank you again and may God Bless. 

 

LPC Deacons and the Visitation Ministry Team  

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

I want to express my sincere appreciation of the love and 

sympathy out poured by all at LPC for my mother Elaine 

who was victorious in the Lord.  The magnitude of pray-

ers, cards, and comfort I gained in my time of quiet re-

flection has left me speechless.  The work of the Holy 

Spirit enabling Christ's gifts to be manifest is truly pre-

sent and felt here.  We are in the presence of God. 

Please accept my sincerest heart filled thanks. 

 

Ken Klann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear LPC and Congregation, 

 

I thank everyone who visited and made me feel like home 

when I was ill.  We have a wonderful church extended family 

who are so caring and thoughtful.  It makes a person feel at 

home and is helpful in healing.   

 

 

Dear LPC, 

 

Thank you so much for the “Live Nativity” displayed for us all!  

What a touching reminder of so long ago.  This always is 

such a blessing! 

 

Jack & Sharon Senters 

 

 

Dear LPC, 

 

Thank you for the wonderful dinner for Thanksgiving.  I really 

appreciate all of your time and kindness. 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

Dear Members of Lebanon Presbyterian Church, 

 

Many, many thanks for your out pouring of generosity in this 

season of harvest.  Our family is very grateful for your kind-

ness.  Have a blessed Thanksgiving! 

 

Grateful Sisters 

 

 

To My Friends and Neighbors, 

 

No better time to say “thank you” than at Thanksgiving.  I 

truly want to thank “all” for the wonderful food basket.  And 

especially a great big thank you for the young couple who 

made the delivery.  Their smiles and their hugs will be with 

me long after the food is gone!  I pray I will get to meet them 

again.  The meal was wonderful.  I was able to share it with 

my granddaughter and her three teenage children.  I was 

able to prepare my first thanksgiving in many years.   

 

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you today 

and everyday.    

Roger McMurrin conducting the 
Carol Festival held December 
18.  More than 300 people en-
joyed this marvelous evening of 
Christmas music, which included 
a string, brass and percussion 
ensemble and our LPC bell choir.  



LPC Student Ministries by Andrew Johnson 
Summer Trips! 
 

This summer LPC Student Ministries is getting students away from home to grow in faith and serve the Lord.  Our 6th-8th 
graders and their friends are invited to sign-up for Camp Stronghold (June 7-12) for a week of supreme fun and a clear 
invitation to follow Jesus.  Our 8th-12th graders are invited to serve God to the Appalachian people in the Cumberland 
mountains of Tennessee.  Grundy County is the poorest county in Tennessee and home to the Mountain Tennessee Out-
reach Project (Mountain T.O.P.).  We will be helping homeowners stay in their houses by fixing roofs, building wheelchair 
ramps and other projects.  Consider signing up your student or grand-student up for our June 28 - July 4 mission trip. Both 
summer trip sign-ups can be found online at lebanonpresbyterian.org/students/summer. 

Children’s Ministry News  
                           by Ann van der Merwe 

Share the Love 
February 14 
6:30 p.m. 

The ARK at LPC 
 
When we think of Valentine’s Day, we think of hearts and cards, chocolates and flowers. But the history of Valentine’s Day 
reveals a much deeper meaning and purpose. Valentine’s Day is named for a man who loved sharing the Gospel. He un-
derstood that Jesus calls us to share HIS love with the world around us. 
 
As we focus on sharing our faith in this new year, we invite you to join Children’s Ministry as we host a special event to 
celebrate the evangelistic history of Valentine’s Day. We invite you to help us share the love of Christ in three ways… 
 
Invite families you know to hear about the love of Christ through the talents of ventriloquist Gene Cordova.  Participate in 
donating to IHN as part of the event and share the love with families in need. Pray that we would share the love of Christ 
with those present and those who benefit from the donations.  Help us Share the Love this February!! 
 
And Save the Dates now for these future events… 

 

Easter Eggstravaganza April 4 

10 a.m. to Noon 
 
Bring your favorite kids and invite your friends and neighbors to a celebration of Jesus! We will have live animals from Car-
roll Creek Farms to remind children of how Jesus brings us new life and a variety of other activities designed to help kids 
understand the story of Easter.  

  

VBS Nineveh June 1-5 

9 to 11:30 a.m. 
 
This summer we will travel to Nineveh with Jonah and see how his 
story points us to Jesus. On Friday, we will welcome parents and 
grandparents to join us for a special VBS Morning Celebration fol-
lowed by lunch and Kona Ice!   
 

 

 

Engage Summer Camp June 22-26 

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 

Rising 5th and 6th graders can look forward to a week of 
discipleship designed specifically for their preteen souls. 
Inspired by the life of Jesus as a preteen, kids will see how 
they must “be about their Father’s business.”  
 

Nerf Night 
2020 

 

Check out 
the worship 

guide for 
Student 
Ministry  

Calendar 



Lebanon Food Pantry 

 
On behalf  of our local Food Pantry, I wish to express a 

thank you to everyone who donates and supports this 

worthwhile cause. Through your support, the less fortu-

nate within the Lebanon School District receive a distri-

bution of food and personal hygiene items monthly. 

 

Our volunteers are Gwen Bens, Doe Davis, Marilyn 

Kern, Paula Miller, Don Mowry, Gayle Newby, Scott 

Rasey, Roger and Ginny Sims, and Steve Newby 

(Trustee). Additionally, thanks to our Missions Team for 

their continuing support. Questions or concerns, please 

contact Tom Davidson at 513-228-1774. 

Feeding the Flock 
 
When Jesus told Simon Peter to, “Feed my sheep,” He was referring to Peter’s role as a spiritual leader of the newborn 
Church. But, as any shepherd knows, flocks need physical food as well as spiritual nourishment. Here at LPC, every 
Monday evening, we have the opportunity to provide a free hot meal to hungry people. Anyone in the community who is in 
need of a meal is welcome to come and eat. At the present time, we feed about 30 of God’s precious “sheep” every week. 
 
This food is prepared by various teams of LPC volunteers. We work in teams so that no one needs to work more than 
once a month, or once every other month. Teams can be made up of families or groups of friends. There is even a team 
made up of the wonderful and amazing youth of our church, who have been serving this ministry faithfully under Andrew’s 
guidance. 
 
Right now, the feeding ministry is in need of several more volunteers — enough to make at least two more teams. If you 
and your family or group of friends would like to volunteer as a team — great! If you don’t have a team but would love to 
volunteer as an individual — no problem. We will assemble a team with you and other individuals (who will soon become 
your friends and feel like family). 
 
Not a gourmet cook? No worries! The meals are wholesome and nourishing, but also simple and easy to prepare. Anyone 
can do this — all you need is a shepherd’s heart and a few hours of time on a Monday evening. 
 
Cooking together can be a lot of fun (seriously!) and this is such a good way to minister God’s love to people. People 
come to us for food. We provide them with food — and also fellowship, encouragement, prayers, hope, grace, and kind 
words — all given in Jesus’ name. 
 
Will you prayerfully consider joining us in this ministry? Might this be something your family or missional small group 
would like to do together? Would you like to feed some of God’s sheep?   “The King will reply, ‘Truly, I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” - Matt 23:40 
 
Contact Jerry Hentschel at 513-850-9417 for questions or to sign up.   

Dear Pastor Larson, 
 

We were overjoyed to receive such a wonderful collection of items from your 
church for our Baby Boutique at the Elizabeth New Life Center.  Please      
extend our gratitude to your Missions Ministry Team and your congregation. 
The initial tally shows that the value of the items you donated was in excess  
of $2,000.  The baby items you donated will go a long way toward helping 
young women with crisis pregnancies in our community. 
 

With gratitude, 
Renee Wisser, Director, Elizabeth New Life Center 

Dear LPC Friends, 
 

I want to thank you for supporting Lebanon Christmas for Tots again this year. Toys were distributed on  December 14 

and parents were able to select several gifts for each child in their family. We were able to provide toys for 725 children 

this year.  It was truly heartwarming to be able to extend our help and a caring attitude toward these hurting families.   

Our group is always open to new members.  If you would like to get involved, please call Jenny at 513-331-0045.  

Thank you for your interest and support. 
 

Jenny Flaig 

President, Lebanon’s Christmas for Tots. 

This month we honor the follow-

ing men and women for their 

loving service to Jesus Christ 

and the church. 

 
 
 
 

Tony & Mindy Moore (Cardinal Landscaping) for transplanting a 
tree. 
 
Garry Benner, Nina Dorsch, and Chuck Duerre for completing 
and submitting a Grant to benefit LPC. 
  
Jan and Mike Watsell for making LPC so festive for the Advent 
Season. 
 
The Sanctuary Choir, Handbell Choir, Instrumentalists, Vocal 
Soloists, for all their hard work in preparing for the Christmas 
concert. 
 
Roger McMurrin for conducting the Christmas concert. 

 
Molly Lucas for her graphic design work on our  
worship guide covers. 
 
Larry Oury for joining the first service media crew. 
 
The Boy Scouts for helping put the Christmas deco-
rations away. 
 
Everyone involved in decorating and de-decorating 
the church for Advent. 
 
Elle Koch and Chloe Larson for singing on Christ-
mas Eve.  
 
Helen Vickers for facilitating the Children’s nativity   
story on Christmas Eve. 
 
Beth Larson, Julie Fennessey, Cindy Jaynes, Ra-
chel Jaynes, Sarah Jaynes, Sheryl Ridgely, Claire 
Ridgely, Becky Creech and Kathy Ungerman for 
cleaning the Ark kitchen and the Fellowship Hall 
kitchen. 

For 22 years, Julie Crago has been heading up the Angel Tree 
ministry at LPC.  This year, LPC members donated Christmas gifts 
for 77 children in our area who have one or both parents in prison. 
Thank you, Julie, for loving “the least of these.”    

Baby Items donated to Elizabeth New Life Center 



Are you 50+? Then you are a Prime Timer? Prime Timers are folks 50+ who want 

to have fun and socialize. Prime Timers meet for a monthly activity March 

through December. Welcome to our newest member, Gaby Pyles, who went from 

a sub-primer to a Prime Timer, when she attended her first event in December 

2019 (see photo below).  Happenings for 2019: 

Thank you to John and Fran Morris along with Terri and Jack Catanzaro for providing leadership to bring these events to 
life in 2019. Also, thank you to event leaders Myron & Judy McClure, Jim and Sue Baumann, Peter & Beth Larson and our 
LPC staff: Rick McNeely, Julie Shelton, Kyle Mazur, Daniel Sachs, the Fannins, the Larsons, and Ann van der Merwe. In 
2020, Terri and Jack Catanzaro along with Phyllis Nischwitz will provide leadership. 
 

Events for March, April and May, 2020 
Friday, March 20 from 5:30-8 p.m. will be a Prime Timers potluck in Fellowship Hall followed by bingo. Bring a generous 
dish to share(last name begins with A-L entrée/casserole, M-P side dish, Q-Z dessert). Also bring at least one wrapped 
bingo prize (white elephant, re-gift or new) per person. Beverages and paper products provided. No sign-up necessary. 
Greeters will be at keypad doors for entry. 
 
Saturday, April 4 from 10-12 at LPC Eggstravaganza, bring your grandkids to a morning of meaningful Easter fun at LPC.  
If your grandchildren are 12-16+, sign up in advance to be a greeter, work a station together or serve breakfast. Or to enjoy 
seeing Easter through the eyes of a child, use this link to assist. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D48A4AA2BAAF94
-lpceaster. Questions about Eggstravaganza, call or email Ann van Der Merwe at ann@lebanonpresbyterian.org or 513-
932-2751. 
 
Friday, May 15 at 8pm, we will be attending the play, “Assassins” at Lebanon Theater Company.  In this darkly humor-
ous musical review, Stephen Sondheim (music & lyrics) and John Weidman (book) depict nine misfit men and women who 
attempted (four of them successfully) to assassinate American Presidents. Ticket price $20. We have reserved 25 tickets.  
Sign-up board available in the Welcome Center starting April 5.  
 
Are you 50+? We would be overjoyed to have you join us for a Prime Timers event in 2020. Contact us with event ideas or 
to lead a monthly event (2 months open).  2020 Prime Timers Leadership Team: Terri and Jack Catanzaro (513-288-2313 /
terricatanzaro@gmail.com) and Phyllis Nischwitz (513-331-9161 / gdnpjn68@yahoo.com). 

March-Potluck/bingo at LPC August-Dinner/recital & hymn sing 

April-Eggstravaganza at LPC September-Picnic at the Larson’s 

May-Charlie Chaplain Silent Movie-Music Hall October-Ark Encounter & dinner 

June-Picnic at McClure Farm November-play at Loveland Theater Co. 

July-Dessert at the Baumann’s December-dinner before LPC Carol Festival Lebanon youth groups joined together in a Movie Lock-in with over 140 students participating! 

 LPC Alumni Party 2019 

Encounter Christmas Party 2019 

Evolve Christmas Party 2019 

LPC children serving at the Live Nativity. 

LPC children building a manger at the Christmas Open House. 

Children sharing a Christmas drama in worship. 


