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Gd News of Great Joy 
  
 

Advent is a season of preparation and we do spend a fair amount of Ad-

vent getting ready for Christmas. We sing carols that remind us of Jesus’ 

birth, and we spend time reading and listening to familiar scriptures 

about Jesus. But, are we really preparing to celebrate the arrival of Je-

sus? Or, are we just preparing to remember the arrival of Jesus?     

 

Remembering things is great. But it isn’t the same as celebrating. We 

remember all kinds of things, both big and small. But celebrating is 

something we reserve for the most special moments in life. And if ever 

there was something for us to celebrate, it is Jesus’ birth.  

 

This year, we want to help you prepare for a true celebration of Jesus. 

We want you to experience good news of great joy just like those who 

were present at his birth. To do that, we offer this series of devotions 

based on Gospel scriptures telling of his birth alongside four prophecies 

from the prophet Isaiah foretelling what he will be like. Together, they 

declare that the birth of our Messiah is truly worth celebrating.   

 

As you read through this devotional, do more than remember the familiar 

words. Use your imagination. Relive the excitement of each passage. 

Celebrate the great gift God has given to you. Get ready. He’s coming! 

 

Ann van der Merwe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, December 25 

Christmas Day 

Isaiah 60:1 
 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.” 

- Isaiah 60:1 

 
It is hard to imagine that there could be any news more joyful than know-
ing that the Messiah has finally come.  Today is Christmas Day, and with 
the birth of Jesus, Isaiah’s prophecy is made complete today.  But Isaiah 
did not simply say that the Messiah would be born.  He referred to the 
Messiah as our light has come. Until the first Christmas, the day that 
Jesus was born, there had never been anyone on earth who could fix 
the brokenness that separates us from God, leaving humanity in dark-
ness.  People knew the pain of living apart from God, and had spent 
centuries trying to get close to God, but were unable to repair the rela-
tionship themselves.  Finally, with the birth of Jesus Christ, darkness 
was illuminated and even defeated!  And Isaiah assures us that the light 
is for us.  Those who believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and 
that He died for our sins can live in His light forever.   
 
Isaiah also tells us that the glory of the Lord will be visible to others in us, 
and we are not to simply sit basking in the light, but are called to arise 
and shine so that others might come to faith in Jesus Christ as well.  As 
we shine with the light of Jesus, others will be attracted to the source of 
our light.           
 

Prayer 
Dear God, thank you for sending the light, our Messiah, down to 
earth to fix our brokenness. We thank you that the child you sent on 
Christmas would go on to die for our sins, and we pray that you 
would give us the ability to shine that light onto others that they may 
come to faith in you. In Jesus’s name, Amen. 
 
       Micah and Rachael Earley 

  



Tuesday, December 24 

Christmas Eve 

Ma�hew 2:9-11 
 

“ After they had heard the king, they went on their way,          

and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until 

it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the 

star, they were overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they saw the 

child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 

him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 

gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.” 

- Mahew 2:9-11 

 
Stars:  they are so fascinating and wonderful.  Billions of them light up 
the night sky from far away in the universe and captivate people’s atten-
tion every night.  We could never count them all.  Yet, one star out of 
billions led the wise men to the true King.  One baby out of thousands 
was the long-awaited Light of the World.  God used the wonder in an 
everyday sight, a star, to change the wise men’s world.  God used the 
wonder of a small, helpless baby to save the entire world. 
 
Let us remember the wonder of God’s creation and his love for us every 
time we look at the stars or marvel at a baby.  Sometimes, the best gifts 
are those found in wonder. 
 
Prayer 

Dear God, thank you for reminding us that You use even the seem-
ingly small and insignificant to achieve marvelous things.  There is 
wonder to be found in everything.  You are the one true King.  Amen. 
  
      The Martinson Family 

  

First Week of Advent 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;  

on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.  

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government  

will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

                - Isaiah 9:2,6 



First Sunday, December 1 

John 1:1-2  
 
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.”  

- John 1:1-2  
 
What shall we say to the child who asks, What was God doing the day 
before he made the world? 
 
We have no idea.  There was no "day" until the Word spoke it into being: 
no world, no time, no space, no matter, no thing.  Just God and God the 
Word. 
 
But there was Purpose. There would be Elements, metals and non-
metals; Suns, billions upon billions of them, and Galaxies, and Space 
that only the mind of the Word could encompass; Life, and on Earth, life 
modeled on the Life of the Word Himself. 
 
There would be Time, with beginnings and endings, sunrises and sun-
sets, and Light.  Into that Time a baby would be born:  Emmanuel, God-
With-Us.  He would re-make that sin-darkened world.  There would be a 
Cross and a Resurrection - and a You and a Me whom He would love, 
and call to be His Children! 
 
Wow!  Astounding! 
 
All waited, awe-full, for the Word to speak. 
 

Prayer  
God, Infinite and Eternal, remind us that our dear Lord Jesus is the 
Word of Power who spoke Creation into being; and that His love for 
us is fierce and jealous and irresistible, and tender as Mary cradling 
her baby.  Amen. 
 

     Rev. Bill Philips 

Monday, December 23 
Ma�hew 2:1-2 

    

“ After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 

“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?              
We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

- Mahew 2:1-2 
 
It is a wonderful thing to be outside on a clear night, away from the city 
lights, where the beauty of the God’s creation twinkles above us.  For 
myself, it is a reminder of just how awesome and great our God is and 
always brings a praise prayer to the Lord. 
 
In the same manner, a chord is struck in my soul when scripture refers 
to Light.  This is a reminder that we, as Christians, need to show others 
that Jesus can be their light and save them from the hopelessness of 
sin.  An oft said prayer of mine is to ask God to show me how to be His 
Light in the world so that I might be a sign of His love. 
 
The Magi were foreigners from afar who saw God’s special star and 
knew it was a sign about the “king of the Jews”.  They were not the chief 
priests or scribes based in Jerusalem.   How great that these Magi jour-
neyed many days and brought valuable gifts; to worship a little child that 
they knew was the Messiah. 
  
Let us be like the Magi; true Jesus seekers.  We can read the Word, glo-
ry in his creation and share His light that shines from our hearts.  
 
May we do this all year round so that “In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 
 
Prayer 

Dear Lord Jesus, we seek you today because we want to worship 
you and crown you as our King. We are thankful for the Bible which 
we have been given to lead us to you. Amen. 
 
     Janis DeBord 

  



Fourth Sunday, December 22 

Ma�hew 1:21-23 
    

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 

Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet:  “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,  

and they will call him Immanuel (which means “God with us”).” 

- Mahew 1:21-23 
 
When it is time to decide a baby’s name, how much thought or time is 
involved? Do we honor a family member or think how others might inter-
pret it?  Matthew’s gospel provides an example that reminds us of the 
importance of prayer and thought in choosing a name. 
 
God the Father chose Jesus as the name for His son, because it meant 
that he would be our savior.  He is our savior because he is Immanuel, 
“God with us”—telling us that Jesus’s birth truly was an act of God. 
 
Prayer 

Jesus, name above all names 
Beautiful Savior, Glorious Lord 
Emmanuel, God is with us 
Blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 
Amen. 
  

     Gloria Hendrickson 

Monday, December  2 

John 1:3-5  
 

“Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made.  In him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it.” 
- John 1:3-5  

 
Jesus, the light of the world, is a theme that carries through the entire 
bible from Genesis to Revelation. In today’s scripture, John is taking us 
back to the very beginning of time, to the creation, in order to tie Jesus to 
the light and to demonstrate Jesus was set apart from creation and was 
good. For God said, “Let there be light.” And there was light. God saw 
that the light was good. He separated the light from the darkness.  
 
Throughout the Old Testament, we get hints of the light’s real purpose.  
In his messianic message, Isaiah prophesies Christ’s purpose as savior 
of the world by being a light for the Gentiles. Isaiah says, “I will also 
make you a light for the Gentiles.  Then you will make it possible for the 
whole world to be saved.”  
 
Then finally, in the book of Revelation John describes his vision of the 
Apocalypse and second coming of Christ.  Verse 5 in chapter 22        
reminds me of the old Hank Williams tune: 
 

I saw the light, I saw the light 
No more darkness, no more night 
Now I'm so happy no sorrow in sight 
Praise the Lord I saw the light 
 
As we celebrate the light for all people, the Christ child, coming to dwell 
among us let us pray.  
 
Prayer 

Jesus, thank you for being our light. For illuminating the paths of 
righteousness in which we must tread. For keeping the darkness at 
bay and keeping us safe. Jesus shine your light on us this Christmas 
season. Amen. 
  

     Tom Way 



Tuesday, December 3 
John 1:6-9  

 
“There was a man sent from God whose name was John.  He came 
as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him 
all might believe.  He himself was not the light; he came only as a 
witness to the light.  The true light that gives light to everyone 

was coming into the world.” 
- John 1:6-9  

 
In these last few verses we’ve gotten quite ethereal yet intense descrip-
tions of Christ. Here in verse six we learn of John the Baptist (though 
here it may be better to see him as John the Witness). He is described 
as being someone sent from God to bear witness about the Light that we 
learned of in verse four. An important distinction is made that John was 
not himself the Light but that the true Light was coming into the world.  
 
This Light is a beautiful fulfillment of Isaiah 9:2 and 42:6-7 where God 
promises that a great Light will be seen. That is, the pinnacle of God’s 
self-revelation; the incarnate Jesus Christ. Really take that in! God, in his 
infinite love, has perfectly revealed himself to us. While we were still sin-
ners, this pre-eternal God came down to dwell among us. 
 
Prayer 

Lord, thank you that you have made yourself known. You do not hide 
your face from me but you’ve revealed yourself in Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
  

     Skyler Gerald 
 

Fourth Week of Advent 

See, a king will reign in righteousness and  

rulers will rule with justice. 

Each one will be like a shelter from the wind  

and a refuge from the storm, like streams of water  

in the desert and the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land.                                                              

                                                                         - Isaiah 32:1-2 



Saturday, December 21 

Ma�hew 1:19-20  
    

“Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law,  

and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 

mind to divorce her quietly.  But after he had considered this,    

an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 

because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.” 

- Mahew 1:19-20  
 
Proverbs 16:9 tells us that "in their hearts, humans plan their course, but 
the Lord plans their steps." 
 
That was true for Joseph as well.  He had one thing in mind, but God 
had a different plan for him.  
 
How often in our life do we have one thing in mind and find out God has 
something else in mind for us? 
 
For me, that is quite often. It doesn't matter what I think or what I want.  It 
always turns out to be God's will.  And it always turns out to be okay.  
After all of the thinking, worrying and anxiousness, God's plan works for 
me and I realize I wasted my time worrying about it.  
 

Prayer 
Dear God, please make believers out of all of us. We know you   
have a plan for us, yet we want it to happen our way.  Please give us 
the strength and comfort to know that your hand is upon us and that 
everything will be okay. Amen. 
  

     Bernie Uchtman  
 

Wednesday, December 4 

John 1:10-13 
    

“He was in the world, and though the world was made through 

him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was 

his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who did    

receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 

to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, 

nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” 

- John 1:10-13 

 

One of the major themes of the Bible is that darkness hates the light   
because light chases away darkness! In times of darkness, whether 
physical or spiritual, we cannot see. The only cure is light. Great news- 
Jesus is the light and in Him there is no darkness! This is the message of 
Isaiah 9:2 -that to the people of this lost world He is the light that saves 
and drives away the darkness. John 1:12 tells us that by receiving Him 
you become a born again child of God and have therefore passed from 
death unto life. The great gift of God is that if you turn to Jesus in repent-
ance and receive Him, you are now His child for forever. You can now 
see spiritual things clearly and have a Godly view of this fallen world. 
You can now say along with John Newton “I once was lost but now am 
found, I was blind but now I see!” 
 

Prayer 

Help us Lord to truly appreciate the coming of Jesus, the saving light 
of the world!  Amen. 

      
     Ron Warncke 



Thursday, December 5 

John 1:14 

 
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son,  

who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

- John 1:14 

 
I have three young kids. Sometimes out of laziness, sometimes out of 
need, I will ask one of them to tell the others to do something.  Usually it 
is something like “put your shoes on” or “brush your teeth.” But when I 
make my way downstairs, I find that no one has been listening to me. 
They haven’t done anything I asked. I’ll say, “Didn’t I tell you to put on 
your shoes and brush your teeth?”  Or I ask: “Did you tell your brother 
what I wanted him to do?” My words are somehow different when I am 
there to speak them myself.  Something gets lost in translation and 
transmission.  Jesus came “down the stairs” so that we would know the 
Word of God from the Word of God Himself.  God has made His dwelling 
with humans in Jesus Christ so that we can know Him and trust His 
word…and I pray live according to His Word. 
 
Prayer 

Lord Jesus, thank you for moving into our neighborhood. Jesus, 
come into my life and bring your Word so that I may know it and do 
it. Amen.     
 

     Andrew Johnson 
 

Friday, December 20 

Ma�hew 1:18 

 
“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about:  

His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph,  

but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant  

through the Holy Spirit.”  

- Mahew 1:18  

 
700 years before Christ was born, Isaiah prophesied the Christmas Story 
and more. Isaiah 7:14 tells us “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son”. Isaiah 40:3 prophesies “A voice of one calling: prepare the way for 
the Lord”. And Isaiah 40:10 prophesies “his recompense accompanies 
him”.  
 
Mary’s cousin Elizabeth will give birth to John the Baptist, who will be the 
voice of one preparing the way. The Virgin Mary will give birth to Jesus.  
Finally, Jesus will pay for our sins on a cross and defeat death with his 
resurrection. Lowly at birth, not born a king; a child, a carpenter, a teach-
er and ultimately our Savior who now sits at God’s right hand! 
 
Our Christmas gift is our Salvation through Jesus’s Conception, Birth, 
Life, Death and Resurrection. The miracle of the Christmas Story starts 
with “she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit”. Let us fully 
understand the true meaning of the Christmas Story. 
 
Prayer 

Holy Father, thank you for your gift to us at Christmas. Please help 
us truly understand that we were given the gift of Eternal Life starting 
with the Christmas Story. Thank You Father for your awesome gift! 
In Your Son’s name we pray, Amen. 

 
     Larry Oury  
  



Thursday, December 19 

Luke 2:16-20 
    

“So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 

who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they 

spread the word concerning what had been told them about this 

child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and         

pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 

which were just as they had been told.” 

- Luke 2:16-20 
 
Imagine the surprise, awe, and fear on seeing such a sight in the night 
sky as the shepherds tended their flocks.  Surely, the Holy Spirit gave 
them the faith to search for the babe that the angels described, and what 
joy they experienced as they told the story of the birth of Christ. 
 
Prayer 

Our Heavenly Father, please help us to not forget the wonderful 
promise of that night in Bethlehem.  Let us, like Mary, always ponder 
and remember the majesty of God's gift of salvation, and help us 
always to witness to others. Amen. 
 

     Dick and Jeanette Wardrop  
 

    
 

Friday, December 6 
Luke 1:26-28  

 
“In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be 

married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The     
virgin’s name was Mary.  The angel went to her and said, 

“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
 - Luke 1:26-28  

 
As I child I remember the lovely carol “Gabriel’s Message.” And I was 
perplexed, because it sings Luke’s Scripture as follows: 

The angel Gabriel from Heaven came 
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
"All hail," said he, "Thou lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favoured lady, Glo-o-o-ria.” 

 
Now, I had an Aunt Gloria. And Gloria was salty and sassy and clearly 
boss-of-the-playground at my enormous Italian family functions. While 
my favorite aunt, Mary, was tender and warm and everything yummy… 
as all favorite aunts should be.  So why were we singing about Mary and 
Gloria at the same time?  
 
So now I am grown. And this scripture and carol are particular favorites. I 
have discerned my Marys from my Glorias. And I have a whole new ap-
preciation for the absolute wonder that was that snarky old aunt, who just 
recently passed away.  But I am still perplexed because of the choices 
God made on that first Christmas. Why depend on gentle Mary as ves-
sel? I mean, if Gabriel was singing Gloria, why not enlist the Glorias of 
the world to join him?  
 
Hmmm… 
 
Maybe... Maybe that Mary was tender and warm and everything yummy, 
as my Mary is. Maybe the gentle Marys are everyone’s favorite? Even 
God’s?  And you know, here we are, a few thousand years later, singing 
from the rooftops. Glo-o-o-ria! 
  
Prayer 

Lord, help me to be your vessel, to do your bidding, to sing your 
Good News of Great Joy with the tenderness of Mary and the won-
der of Gloria. Today and all days. Amen. 
 
     Christina French  
  



Saturday, December 7 

Luke 1:29-30 
    

“Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 

kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her,  

“Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.” 

- Luke 1:29-30 

 
I can only imagine how confused and scared Mary was. She was barely 
more than a girl and was being addressed with an unusual level of re-
spect. She was called by name; an ordinary woman made extraordinary 
in the blink of an eye.  As reasonable as it may have been to be fearful, 
Gabriel told her, unequivocally, that she didn’t need to be afraid, and that 
God found her worthy. He then told her that her son was going to be The 
Son. The sheer weight and enormity of that could have been crippling, 
but instead, she embraced this truth….she had a level of willingness and 
fearlessness that is hard to comprehend.  It shouldn’t be hard to grasp 
this, though I forget it repeatedly: God has told us, His chosen ones, time 
and time again that we need not fear. He tells us that He knows the 
plans He has for us, and they aren’t to harm us but to give us Hope. We 
are called, perhaps in much less obvious ways, to live out our faith with 
Mary’s level of willingness. How can we be any less willing, and any less 
assured by the hope God gave us, carried by Mary? Gabriel was speak-
ing to Mary, but the message was for me, and you too. We are chosen, 
and we need not fear. 
 
Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank you for your blessings and assurances. Help 
us to be as fearless and quick to obey your call as Mary was. Your 
will be done, Amen. 
 

     Heather Forster 
 

  

  

 

Wednesday, December 18 

Luke 2:13-15 
 

“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 

the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the        

shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

- Luke 2:13-15 

 

Can you imagine the conversation (in modern English) that one of the 
shepherds had when he got home? 
 
“Honey, I’m home!”            
                                                                                                                      
”Why are you home now?  It’s still the middle of the night! You should 
be out watching the sheep!”   
 
“I know; I know!  We were watching the sheep—all was calm; all was 
bright—when all of a sudden, an angel—I mean a real angel!--appeared 
and told us the most remarkable news! THE SAVIOR HAS COME!!! 
YES,  I know shepherds should never leave their sheep unattended, but 
we just had to go check it out! And I just had to come home to share the 
news with you!” 
 
When the news is important, we can’t wait to discover for ourselves all 
the details—and tell others.  During this Advent season, we hear again 
the best, the most important, news ever.  Let’s not wait until Christmas 
Day;  let’s  rediscover for ourselves NOW the wondrous news! 
 
Prayer 

Lord God, we thank You for the good news of the Gospel.  May we 
always be eager to read, hear, learn, and share Your plan for our 
salvation. Amen.  
 

     Nina Dorsch 



Tuesday, December 17 

Luke 2:10-12 
    

“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 

news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the 

town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, 

the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

- Luke 2:10-12 
 
On a quiet night while the shepherds were watching over their sheep, 
they were startled by an angel that brought them the most amazing 
news ever!  What a joy it must have been to know that a Savior was 
born!  A Savior for ALL people.  The shepherds must have been over-
come with joy to know that God had given the world the greatest gift of 
all, Christ the Lord. 
 
What better gift could we receive than a gift from God?  He gave us His 
Son, OUR Savior.  When Christ lives in us, our hearts overflow with joy, 
love and peace.     
 
Prayer 

Dear Father, thank you for loving us so much and giving us the most 
precious gift of all. Open our hearts and minds to look and listen for 
your signs to where you are always leading us, to Your Son, Jesus. 
Let us have the same joy that the shepherds had when they heard 
the news of the birth of Your Son, Our Savior.  Amen.    

 
     The Olding Family 
 

Second Week of Advent 
 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;  from his roots a Branch 

will bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of 

wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord and he will delight in 

the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 

                                             - Isaiah 11:1-3 



Second Sunday, December 8 

Luke 1:31-34 
        

“You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him    

Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.   

The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will 

reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

- Luke 1:31-34 
  
Get personal with Mary on this revelation and imagine what she was 
probably thinking . . . First she’s greeted by an angel (startling!) and is 
confused when he tells her that she’s favored.  (Who, me?!)  And 
(shockingly) she’s told that she’s going to bear a son, whom she shall 
call Jesus, and (incredibly) He will be a Most Special baby with quite the 
future.  Anyone else listening in would hear the words of the angel and 
truly believe it’s GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY!  Finally the Savior is 
coming! 
 
But practical Mary is thinking about the fact that she is yet a virgin - be-
trothed to marry Joseph.  Ruination for all!  Good news?  Great 
joy?  Yes, Mary!  Yes!  For with God nothing will be impossible and be-
cause of the FAITH of this maiden believer it did become GOOD NEWS 
AND GREAT JOY! 
 
Prayer 

Dear Heavenly Father, please give us the faith to do your will - no 
matter how impossible it may seem - to spread the good news of 
your son, Jesus, to all the world.  In His precious name we pray, 
Amen. 
                                            
     Cheryl Bogen 

  

Monday, December 16 

Luke 2:8-9  

 
“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby,      

keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord   
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified.” 
- Luke 2:8-9 

 
The Son is the radiance of God’s Glory and the exact representation of 
His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word.  - Hebrews 1:3 
 
Let us approach the throne of grace with confidence so that we may  
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. - Hebrews 
4:16 
 
You never know when or how the Lord will show up. These shepherds 
were going about their normal routine, when God’s Glory and His angel 
appeared and changed the whole trajectory of their lives. Though they 
were terrified, they still sought out the Christ Child and had the rare privi-
lege of seeing Him as a newborn. Christ’s coming was to show us the 
exact representation of the Father, and by His atoning sacrifice, give us 
the confidence to approach the Throne of Grace to receive mercy and to 
spend quality time with God. In this season, may you see the Lord’s Glo-
ry all around you, and take time to just bask in His glory and presence. 
 
Prayer 

Dear Heavenly Father, open my eyes to see your glory still shining 
today. Thank you for being present in my life, and making all the dif-
ference in me. For Jesus’ Glory, Amen. 
 

     Brad Bondurant 
  



Third Sunday, December 15 

Luke 2:5-7 
    

“He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 

married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, 

the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 

manger, because there was no guest room available for them.” 

- Luke 2:5-7 
 
There was no room. 
 
From the very beginning of his earthly life, there was no room for Jesus. 
People had come to Bethlehem for the census and they filled the inns. 
There was no room left.  
 
Do we have room in our hearts for Jesus? Or are we too busy loving 
other things? 
 
Do we have room in our lives for Jesus? Or are we too busy doing other 
things?    
 
Let’s make room for Jesus every day – not just during Advent but every 
day of our lives. Let’s make him part of everything we do. Let’s make him 
part of every conversation and let him be our ultimate friend. 
 
Prayer 

Dear Jesus,  You are Immanuel, God with us. Help us see that you 
are with us every day and help us make a special place for you.      
In your name we pray, Amen.   

 
     Liezel and Ann van der Merwe 
 

 

 

 

Monday, December 9 

Luke 1:35-37 
    

“The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to 

be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative 

is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be 

unable to conceive is in her sixth month.   

For no word from God will ever fail.” 

- Luke 1:35-37 
 

It was understandable that Mary was confused and a bit scared when 
she asked the Angel, "As a virgin how can I conceive a child?"  
    
The Angel tells her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you."  Mary was fa-
miliar with the scriptures and answered she would be the Lord's servant. 
 
To explain further that with God nothing is impossible, the Angel confid-
ed in Mary that her cousin, Elizabeth, in her old age, was soon to have a 
baby - she who was called barren.  Because this beautiful story told in 
Luke came true we now have the Lord Jesus to depend on and to show 
us the way to salvation.  The Good News for us is knowing God will fulfill 
his promises. 
 
Prayer  

Thank you, God, for sending your Son to be with us here on 
earth.  Help us to be like Mary and be obedient to you.  Amen. 

 
     Marilyn Brown 



Tuesday, December 10 

Luke 1:38 
 

“ “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to 

me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.” 

- Luke 1:38 
 
Mary trusted God would do as the angel said and bring forth the Messiah 
through her. The Messiah would be a branch from the Root of Jesse, as 
Isaiah 11 foretold. 
 
Trusting God through her pregnancy was probably difficult and contrary 
to the advice and comments from relatives and acquaintances. Similarly, 
our friends advised us it was too soon for us to get married one year af-
ter Fran (Dick’s first wife) died from cancer. God led us to marry in 2003 
instead of waiting. We are glad we relied on God and Reverend Pe-
tersen’s suggestions instead of friends’ advice. Sometimes you have to 
step out in faith like Mary. Even when the circumstances would make 
you think otherwise. Sixteen years later we are so thankful God has 
brought us together!! A marriage where God is the head is heaven on 
earth. 
 
Prayer 

Dear Lord, help us to know your will and trust you, following your 
will, even when difficult.  Amen. 
 

     Dick and Donna Kaufman 

Third Week of Advent 

He tends his flock like a shepherd:   

He gathers the lambs in his arms 

and carries them close to his heart;  

he gently leads those that have young.                                                                                       

                                       - Isaiah 40:11 



Saturday, December 14 

Luke 2:1-4 
 

“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 

should be taken of the entire Roman world.  This was the first 

census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

And everyone went to their own town to register.  So Joseph also 

went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,  

to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged  

to the house and line of David.” 

- Luke 2:1-4 

 

Long before Jesus’s time, the Old Testament foretold of the coming of 
the Messiah.  It all becomes clear, with the timing of the first census be-
ing taken in the same town where David was born, and our Lord Jesus.  
 
In modern times, we see a census being taken every several years and 
have gotten accustomed to it. In Jesus time, the idea was newer, and it 
is fitting that the census was taken at this specific time and location. 
 
Prayer 

Lord Jesus, it had long been foretold that you were coming.  We are 
blessed that you came to the world, in the way you did, to save us all 
from sin.  Amen. 
  

     Chris Dorsch 
  

Wednesday, December 11 
Luke 1:39-45 

 
“At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill 

country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped 

in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.        
In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the child you will bear!  But why am I so favored, 

that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon              
as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my 

womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed                 
that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 

- Luke 1:39-45 

 
Who was the baby in Elizabeth’s womb?  John the Baptist, as he would 
later be called, recognized the voice of his Savior’s mother.  Why joy? 
God had promised hundreds of years before by the prophet Isaiah that 
He would send “a branch from the root of Jesse” who would be filled with 
the Spirit of the Lord and righteousness, who would be the salvation of 
Israel – the coming Messiah (Isaiah 11:1-3). And God gave many other 
prophecies of His Messiah (anointed one).  And now at last, it was hap-
pening!  He was bringing forth His salvation - Jesus (Yeshua, which 
means Salvation)!  
 
Even the angels have longed to look into this (see 1 Peter 1:12).  And 
soon, the angels would be announcing “good news of great joy for all 
people”, at the birth of this Jesus! 
 
Prayer 

Father, as we prepare to celebrate once again the birth of your Son, 
Jesus, let us be filled with joy because you have given us your prom-
ised Messiah to save us from our sins. Salvation is found in no one 
else and there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we can be saved. Praise and thanksgiving to You because of 
Your great mercy to us! Amen. 

   
     Karen Kilpatrick  
 



Thursday, December 12 

Luke 1:67-69 
 

“His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit  

and prophesied:  “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 

    because he has come to his people and redeemed them. 

He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

    in the house of his servant David.” 

- Luke 1:67-69 

 
Wow. After months of silence, one of the first things Zechariah does is to 
choose to praise God and prophesy the coming of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  Zechariah refers to the “horn of salvation,” which symbolizes 
strength.  The “horn of salvation” is also mentioned in Psalm 18, referring 
to God’s strength and protection of us.  In Luke, our “horn of salvation” is 
referring to Jesus.   
 
I love it when God weaves together his plan by including the desires of 
our hearts just because he can.  The idea of God using a couple who 
were childless and older in years to fulfill His purpose while providing 
them a child, and furthermore using that same person, who was initially 
skeptical of God’s plan, to be one of the first to proclaim God’s plan be-
ing set into motion, is so amazing.  I am continually thrilled and amazed 
at how God works in us and through us, and how he ultimately knows 
what is best for us. 
 
Prayer 

Dear Lord and Heavenly Father, your will and your timing, are abso-
lute perfection.  Thank you for your strength and forgive us for trying 
to adjust your will and your timing to fit our own selfish desires.  
Please help us to look to you for guidance and to trust you.  Amen. 
 

     Shelley Bondurant 

Friday, December 13 
Luke 1:76-79 

 
“And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 

to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the          
forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, 
    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine 

on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 

- Luke 1:76-79 
 
My son and I went to a tall mountain after dark.  When we were getting 
out of our van we looked up to the skies and there seemed like a trillion 
stars.  Not long afterwards the moon came around the mountain with a 
great light that washed away all the brilliant stars and broke the dark-
ness.  
 
Before a king traveled somewhere, he would send a messenger ahead 
to prepare for that visit. 
 
Zechariah was saying that his son, John the Baptist, was sent by God to 
prepare the way for Jesus. 
 
That Jesus would bring light in our darkest hours, and that we should 
repent and be prepared to receive our Savior. 
 
Prayer 

Holy God, it is the gift of the newborn infant who is also the Father of 
ALL eternity.  You are our wise counselor and mighty King.  Let Him 
be God with us. Amen. 
 

 
     Ginny Kuntz 
  


