
At Christmas we celebrate the mystery of the incarnation -  

how the creator of heaven and earth entered our world as a 

little child. 

 

In his book, Reaching for the Invisible God, author Philip 

Yancey writes these words: “In Jesus, something new hap-

pened: God became one of 

the planet’s creatures, an 

event unparalleled, unheard-

of, unique in the fullest sense 

of the word.  The God who 

fills the universe imploded to 

become a peasant baby 

who, like every infant who 

has ever lived, had to learn 

to walk and talk and dress 

himself.  

 

“In the incarnation, God’s 

Son “handicapped” himself, 

exchanging omnipotence for 

a  human body and omnisci-

ence for a human brain that had to learn Aramaic.  Instead of 

overseeing a hundred billion galaxies at once, he looked out 

on a narrow alley in Nazareth, a pile of rocks in the Judean 

desert, or a crowded street in Jerusalem.” 

 

The incarnation is a mystery.  How could an eternal God enter 

time?  How could an infinite God be confined in a virgin’s 

womb?  How could an almighty God die on a cross?  

 

And yet, there is a greater mystery – the mystery of WHY.  

Why would Jesus give up his heavenly glory to enter our dark 

and sinful world?  Why would Jesus give up his heavenly maj-

esty to be despised and rejected?  Why would Jesus give us 

his heavenly throne in exchange for a crown of thorns? 
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Sunday, Dec. 1 
Communion Sunday 

 

Speechless  
Luke 1:11-20  

 

Sunday, Dec. 8 
 

Three Dreams  
Matthew 1:18-24  

 

Sunday, Dec. 15 
 

Wait for It  
Luke 2:21-38 

 

Sunday, Dec. 22 
 

When God Breaks In  
Luke 1:26-38 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 24 
Christmas Eve 

 

A Change of Heart  
John 1:1-14 

 

Sunday, Dec. 29 
 

When The Party Is Over  
Matthew 2:9-18  

 

Very simply, the answer is LOVE. In his great love for us, 
Jesus gave up all the glory of heaven.  In the words of 
the Apostle Paul, “For you know the grace of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor, so that through his poverty you might 
become rich.” (2 Cor. 8:9). 
 

For God to deliver his 
people out of Egypt 
was not enough.  For 
God to speak to Moses 
out of the burning bush 
was not enough.  For 
God to give us the law 
and the Temple was 
not enough. For God to 
speak through angels 
and prophets was not 
enough.  
 
For God to reveal his 
love for us, he had to 
come close.  So close 
that he became one of 
us.  So close that he 

shared our joy and suffering. So close that we could 
drive nails into his hands and feet.   
 

There is a wonderful Christmas hymn written by Christi-
na Rossetti.  It goes like this:   
 Love came down at Christmas, 
 Love all lovely, love divine; 
 Love was born at Christmas – 
 Star and angels gave the sign. 
 
Love came down at Christmas – born in a stable and a 
manger. In the life of Jesus, we see the depth of God’s 
love for us. 
  

Your servant in Christ,    

 Peter 

Love Came Down 
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Seek First  
EVERY Sunday at  

6 p.m. in the Sanctuary  



In our living room hangs a sign that reads, “All Because 

Two People Fell In Love.” In the last month the Fannins 

have welcomed two more little girls into our family – now the 

score is even (four boys and four girls). Lots of love AND 

lots of responsibility! Most parents are quick to point out the 

unique characteristics of each child – in other words, how 

each child is different and the varying levels of challenge 

they present to parenting. It doesn’t take long before the 

masked innocence of infancy screams its way into full-

fledged sinner-hood. God knows this.  

 

Even for Mary and Joseph, parenting Jesus presented un-

expected twists as they encountered people (like Simeon, 

Anna, and the Magi – not to mention the Angelic Chorus) 

who could sense that this Child was indeed special. Mary’s 

response: “Hmmmmm.” The Scriptures put it this way: “She 

treasured these things in her heart.” Luke 2:51 

 

Each Christmas we are invited to share in the 

treasury of God. If the emotion of the experience 

were to last throughout the year, we would be 

exhausted and would likely grow dull to it. How-

ever, like the Child Jesus “who grew in and be-

came strong in spirit,” (Luke 2:52) our experi-

ence on the walk of faith will provide us opportu-

nities to grow, reproduce, nurture, and eventual-

ly go home to be with the Lord. In the meantime, 

it is my hope that your experience with God will 

leave you speechless at times as you ponder 

and treasure His immeasurable gift in your 

heart. 

iPray�
If I had to answer the question, “Why pray?” in 
one sentence, it would be, “Because Jesus 
prayed.” 
    - Philip Yancey 
 
Please pray for the following needs and con-
cerns of the church in the coming month: 
 
� For our Live Nativity and Christmas Open 

House on Saturday, Dec. 7, that our guests 
would experience the love of Christ. 

 
� For our Christmas concert on December 

18, that God would inspire our choir and 
instrumentalists as they share the message 
of Christ’s birth.  

 
� For our Sunday night prayer meetings, that 

God would give us a passion for prayer.. 
 
� For the persecuted Christians in Algeria 

who have been locked out of their church-
es. 

 
� For homeless families who will be staying 

with us the week of January 19. 
 
� For Christmas Eve, that we would invite our 

friends and neighbors to come and worship 
with us. 

The Session of LPC took the following actions at our 
Nov. 18 monthly meeting: 
 

� Approved Dick and Willie Schorr for membership 
by letter of transfer from Crestview Presbyterian 
Church. 

 
� Removed inactive members from the church 

rolls.  
 
� Approved a congregational meeting to be held 

Sunday, Dec. 1 for the purpose of electing 
church officers, approving the terms of call for 
Pastor Peter Larson and receiving the 2020 op-
erating budget. 

 
� Approved a congregational meeting to be held 

Sunday, January 26 for the purpose of accepting 
nominations for the nominating committee and 
receiving the 2019 annual report. 

For Unto Us A Child Is Born by Rev. Randy Fannin                                                                                                

 

Speaking of gifts, I’d like to close out this year’s reflec-

tions with an expression of gratitude to our LPC Dea-

cons who answered the Holy Spirit’s call to feed thou-

sands, befriend hundreds, and comfort scores. They 

faithfully managed benevolence, hosted blood drives, 

checked on our church family through phone calls, sent 

caring cards and gifts, delivered flowers, and ensured 

that God’s people had help of varying kinds as needed. 

What a joy it has been to serve alongside Deacon Chair 

Sharen Benner, Deacon Co-Chair Kathy Ungerman, 

and Deacons Connie Tunison, Karen Fannin, Nancy 

Haire, Tom Haire, Jeff Stacy, Colleen Ensing, Amy 

Schneider, Debbie Scarborough, Tom Way, Mary Jo 

Oliver, Julie Crago, George Meloy, Dave Corfman, Ra-

chel Jaynes, Janie Bicknell, and Jim Baumann. All of us 

appreciate all of you who have joined us in every effort 

to encourage and build each other up in our most holy 

faith. 

 

Mark Your Calendar Now! 
 

Our Winter 2020 Wednesday Nights Together meals 

and programs will begin on January 8 – not long after 

we’ve digested the Christmas feast.  Our Winter bro-

chure with class schedule will be available late Decem-

ber.  

$90,000

$190,000

$290,000
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$990,000
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Jan - Oct Inc
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� Approved the 2020 Operating Budget of $1,210,830 
which represents a 2.2 percent increase from last 
year. 

 
� Approved a recommendation from the Children’s 

Ministry Team to receive donations for IHN at the 
Share the Love event on Feb. 14. 

 
� Approved a recommendation from the Worship and 

Music Team that we go back to using real candles 
for the candle-lighting on Christmas Eve. We will be 
using a new kind of candle with a flame-proof plastic 
globe to contain the flame, in addition to other safety 
measures. 

 
� Approved communion dates for 2020. 
 
� Approved a motion to amend Article V in our by-

laws to increase the number of deacons from 18 to 
21, due to the expanding ministry of our LPC Dea-
cons. 

Session Report 

Not Just Surviving the Holidays program on Wednesday, November 13. 



This month we honor the following men and women for 

their loving service to Jesus Christ and the church. 

 

Rick Oliver for hanging pictures & bulletin boards 

throughout the church. 

 

Nancy Haire for updating the drink stand. 

 

Phil Craig, Dave Kuyper, Dave Lupberger, Rick Oli-

ver, Rita Poth, Roger Sims, and Mike Vezmar for tack-

ling the many jobs both inside and out during the Building 

and Grounds workday.  

 

Roger McMurrin for conducting the Choir in this year’s 

Christmas presentation. 

 

Molly Lucas for her Worship Guide cover art and for 

running slides in second service. 

 

The Sanctuary choir for all their hard work preparing for 

the Christmas Concert. 

 

Kelsey Hoeffel for helping to lead worship with her 

beautiful piano arrangement of I Surrender All. 

 

Jack Williams for designing the manger and preparing 

all the materials for our Build a Manger event. 

 

Lee Bollow, Rita Poth, Mike and Donna Schneider, 

and Tom Way for mentoring kids at Engage After School 

this fall.  

 

We would like to thank the many people who helped 

make our Fall Wednesday Nights Together program  

happen: All those who helped set up, prepare the meals, 

and clean up. 

Lebanon Presbyterian Church  
Community Blood Drive 2019 
 
Our Church has been in a joint endeavor for many years 
with the Community Blood Center to sponsor Community 
Blood Drives. This last year we sponsored 6 Blood Drives, 
had over 325 donors of whole blood donations and platelet 
units that were collected, saving up to 850 lives. Our first 
Blood Drive in 2020 is Saturday, January 11 from 7:30 a.m. 
until 1:30 p.m. If you want to sign up online, go to 
www.donortime.com. 
 
We appreciate the many donors here at our church and in 
the community, the Community Blood Center Staff, Sandy 
Baur our coordinator with the CBC, Randy Fannin and Bren-
da Bingham with our church staff and Karen Fannin who 
have promoted the Blood Drives and all the LPC Deacons 
and LPC members who have donated their time and food 
donations to host the donors. 
 
Many of the donors come for the sausage gravy and bis-
cuits, so we give a big thank you to Terry Browning for the 
recipe and legacy. Now we have some new additions to that 
list of refreshments. 
 

Thank you and many blessings, 
Connie Tunison,  
LPC Blood Drive Chairperson,  
LPC Deacon 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you for hosting a fantastic blood drive on Saturday, 
November 16.  It was an excellent turnout and there were 
three first-time donors! The overall results are listed below: 
 

58 people registered to give blood! 
54 were successful! (42 was the goal) 
129% percent of goal! 
Over 162 lives will be positively impacted as a result of total 
donations! 
 

We are excited about partnering with you again on Saturday, 
January 11, 2020.   Thank you for everything you are doing 
to make blood donation possible in the Lebanon area. 
 

Sandy Baur 
Account Representative 
Community Blood Center 
 

Praying Together – Our Privilege 

Dear Beloved Church Family-in-Christ, 
 
We recently concluded an inspiring Wednesday evening 
class and fellowship on prayer. We are greatly thankful to 
our Lord for directing us to Megan Hill's book “Praying To-
gether”, which we used as an outline and which we hearti-
ly recommend. This study on the gift of prayer stirred us to 
consider more corporate praying --- more praying togeth-
er. 
  
With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, our Seek First Sun-
day which had been monthly prayer will now be a weekly 
prayer gathering at LPC. As Rev. Samuel Chadwick’s 
commentary informs us: "The one concern of the devil is 
to keep Christians from praying. He fears nothing from 
prayer-less studies, prayer-less work, and prayer-less reli-
gion. He laughs at our toil, mocks at our wisdom, but trem-
bles when we pray." In prayer together we put on the ar-
mor of God against Satan. 
 
In our busy lives it's easy to neglect this critical God-
granted grace. We all pray privately, but in our culture our 
meeting together to "encouraged prayer" seems adrift. 
Encouraged prayer is part of corporate prayer. Many 
things happen when we meet together for prayer. We ex-
perience joy and love in the fellowship of the Lord and 
each other. 
 
Like wounded warriors, "We hobble to prayer meetings on 
crutches. We come painfully aware that our faith and our 
obedience and our prayers aren’t what they should be. But 
as we come slowly down the hallway, we see from every 
corridor the procession of the wounded, also coming to 
pray. We join their company, not because we are healthy 
but because we are sick, not because we are rich but be-
cause we are poor, not because we are powerful but be-
cause we know the One who is. We together stumble into 
the prayer meeting and find—joy of all joys!—that Christ 
himself is waiting for us there.” “For where two or three 
gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew 18:20. 
 
God has put on our hearts the desire to meet each Sun-
day evening from 6-7 p.m. for one sweet hour of praying 
together. Jesus at Gethsemane posed a penetrating ques-
tion: "And he came to the disciples and found them sleep-
ing. And he said to Peter, "So, could you not watch with 
me one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak." Matthew 26:40-41.  We ask for those who are 
moved by God's Spirit and by Jesus's words, come and 
pray for one hour. 
 
Blessings all ours in Christ! 
Tuesday Morning and  
Wednesday Evening Study Groups 

LPC Marian Haven Playschool 
 
The Playschool is off to a great start with wonderful chil-
dren and their families! 
 
Playschool is our mission outreach preschool program at 
Lebanon Presbyterian Church. The program is sponsored 
and budgeted by our church through the Mission Commit-
tee and is in our 52nd year of ministry. The Lord blesses 
us with 12 children each year and the current teachers are 
Julie Crago and Connie Tunison. The program is tuition 
free to the families and the only cost for them is a weekly 
snack fee. Each day we pick up most of the children with 
the LPC Church Bus. We meet Monday through Friday,    
9 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.  
 
We are thankful to have a Volunteer each day! Our current 
volunteers are Joyce Palmer, Nancy Lupberger, Jeanette 
Wardrop, Debbie Roemisch, Ellen McIntosh, Mary Deer-
hake, Samantha Crago, Cathy Chasteen, Donna Hancock 
and Marsha Wagner. If you are interested in volunteering 
to help children learn contact Connie Tunison at 513-509-
9573 or by email at connietunison@gmail.com or come 
visit with us in our classroom (K-1) on the first level of the 
church below the Ark.  
 
We are having our Family Christmas Program, Thursday, 
December 12 at 7 p.m. in Room 102. The children present 
the Nativity Story in their most adorable way and sing 
songs to their families.  
 
If you want to help this ministry here is a list: 

Elmer’s glue sticks Hand Wipes 
Crayola washable markers A bag of cotton balls 
6-8” snack plates  Napkins 
Goldfish crackers Cheese-It Crackers 
Jars of Apple Sauce Cheerios  
Apple or Grape Juice 
White paper, paper plates (no Styrofoam) 
Money donations marked for LPC Playschool 
 

Please mark any items for Playschool and bring to the 
Church Office or give directly to Connie or Julie. 
 
Thank you to the members of our church, to the Mission 
Committee, the LPC Staff, the LPC Preschool and Day-
care Staff and to all our past and present staff and volun-
teers!  
 
We are Blessed beyond measure! 
Connie Tunison and Julie Crago 



Children’s Ministry News  
                           by Ann van der Merwe 
Reaching Out Through Relationship 
 
When I was in college, I remember regularly passing a middle-aged man who spent time on campus each week shouting 
about God to any students who happened to be passing by. I was a practicing Christian at the time, but I didn’t listen. Why 
would I trust someone randomly standing on the street corner to be sharing deep spiritual truth? 
 
The reality is that most people need to know someone at least a little bit before they are willing to engage in meaningful 
conversations about faith and God. We need to show people what it looks like to follow Jesus before we can tell them 
about it. And we need to listen as much as we need to talk.  
 
Our church sits in the middle of a town full of families with children and parents who need to know Jesus, and chances are, 
they are not going to build a relationship with him without first building one with you. Maybe that sounds like a lot to ask, 
but allow me to share two true stories from the past few months in Children’s Ministry of what reaching out through rela-
tionship looks like…  
 
It looks like a man who, on his morning walk, makes a point of getting to know a family in his neighborhood…who becomes 
friends with every member of that family…and then invites them to come to church. It looks like women who see this same 
family almost as often…who take a professional connection to the family and make it personal…who also invite them to 
church. And because of these relationships, this family is experiencing some much-needed Christian community in their 
lives.  
 
It also looks like volunteers who talk with kids who come to LPC after school on Wednesdays and discover they share in-
terests and hobbies…who use those common ties to build trust…and who then extend the conversation to Jesus. It looks 
like kids who ask questions of these mentors, who seek them out, and who want to learn from them.  
 
Christianity is a faith of relationship – our relationship with God and with others. Every day I have the privilege of growing 
relationships with children and their families, and the spiritual growth that comes out of these relationships – for them and 
for me – is nothing short of amazing. I hope that each of you will take this reality to heart this season and into the new 
year…to reach out through relationship and bring more children and families into the kingdom of God and into our church 
family here at LPC. 

LPC Students December 2019 
 

Sunday, December 1: Encounter at LPC 7-8:30 p.m. 
Monday, December 2: Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 4: Evolve 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
Sunday, December 8: Encounter at LPC 7-8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 11: Evolve Christmas Party 6:30 - 8 p.m.  
Friday, December 13: Caroling at Otterbein 5 p.m. 
Sunday, December 15: Encounter Christmas Party 
Wednesday, December 18: LPC A Christmas Festival 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, December 22: Alumni Gathering 7 p.m.  
Sunday, December 22: Movie Lock-in at Colony 7 (Star Wars 9, Frozen 2, Jumanji 2) 10 p.m.-9 a.m.  

Show the Best, Hide the Rest 
 

With the advancement of the internet and social networking the temptation to cultivate a public persona is not 
only more intense — the behavior is normalized now in our culture. Humans have always been fake to some 
degree, hiding behind masks and fig leaves to cover-up what they don’t want other people to see.  Today, 
photo filters and profile pages allow us to cultivate an online personality.  Early in the years of the internet real 
life extended into cyberspace but now cyberspace extends into real life. The results of this inversion are al-
ready beginning to show in the teens of the emerging generation.  The rise in serious anxiety and depression 
in American teens over the last 11 years can be directly linked to the rise in social networking and the ability to 
carry it around in your hand twenty-four hours a day.   

 

Our real lives can’t live up to the polished public lives we’ve created online.  It used to be that teens compared themselves 
to airbrushed models. Now they compare themselves to their photo filtered friends on their beach vacations. Blaming tech-
nology only gets us so far. Technology magnifies sin but it’s not the origin of it.  What our teens need is an identity firmly 
rooted in Christ who forgives their imperfections and restores their brokenness. In Christ, we don’t just pose for our good 
side —Jesus sees us for who we really are. 
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Build a Manger at LPC 

Saturday, December 7 

2 to 4 p.m.  
After the afternoon Carriage Parade, come to LPC and 
build a small wooden manger with your kids or grandkids 
that they can take home and use throughout the Christ-
mas season. We will have all the supplies you need as 
well as volunteers on hand to help. And don’t forget to 
invite your friends and neighbors! 

Sunday, December 22 10 p.m.-9 a.m. Movie Lock-in at Colony 7 (Star Wars 9, Frozen 2, Jumanji 2) Colony Square Cinemas $25 per person      
7th-12th Graders More Info on Facebook: @LebanonBlueFoamBash. 



This year the Missions Committee 
will again be having the Giving 
Tree that supports the Elizabeth 
New Life Center for infants whose 
mothers have unexpected or crisis 
pregnancies.  You can choose a 
tag from the Giving Tree that has 
an item you would like to purchase 
and return it, unwrapped with the 
tag to the church by Decem-
ber  20.  For more information stop 
by the tree in the Narthex or out-
side the Ark.  If you would like to 
volunteer for this ministry please 
contact Debbie Snider at 513-932-
2789. 

Bring an unwrapped toy to church on Sunday, December 
8 and place under the Christmas tree located in the Atri-
um or to the church office by December 23. There will be 
a collection barrel located in the church office where you 
can drop off your toys during the week. No toy guns or 
weapon-type toys please! We try to keep our gifts of 
equal value ($15-20) each. Children’s coloring books, 
reading books, hats and mittens will also be given. Mon-
etary donations accepted and used to purchase toys.  
Please write checks payable to Lebanon’s Christmas for 
Tots! Questions? Call Mary Deerhake, 513-932-2307. 

Angel Tree Christmas seeks to bring the love of Jesus to pris-
oners and their children. Gifts purchased by our congregation 
are delivered to the children in their parents’ name. In this way 
we reach out to the families of prisoners with gifts of love and 
a message of hope. Watch for the Angel Tree Christmas dis-
play Sunday, November 24.  Angel Tree Christmas gifts may 
be brought to church on Sunday, December 15. If you would 
like more information about  Angel Tree or would like to volun-
teer for this ministry, please contact Julie Crago at 513-646-
8797.  

Young Life  
Ministry 
Reaches Area  
Students 
 

One of the local ministries 
funded by LPC is Young 
Life of Mid-Miami Valley, an 
outreach to junior and sen-
ior high students in South-
west Ohio.  The mission of 
Young Life is to share the 
Gospel with kids who don’t 
go to church. Currently, Young Life reaches more than 1,700 students in Leba-
non, Edgewood, Madison, Middletown and Monroe.  
 
In addition to two paid staff, Young Life has 36 volunteer leaders, most of whom 
are college students.  More than 590 students attend the weekly club meetings 
that feature skits, singing and a Bible-based message. In addition, 100 students 
show up each week for Campaigners for Bible study and discipleship. During the 
past summer, Young Life took 164 area students to summer camp where they 
experienced extreme fun and also had an opportunity to respond to the Gospel. 
“I can’t thank you enough for supporting the mission of Young Life,”  said Bran-
don Neike,  area director. “Thank you for being a beacon of light in this communi-
ty, and for working alongside us to reach adolescents in need of a relationship 
with our heavenly Father! You are making it possible for us to reach the next lost 
kid.” 

Prime Timers Dinner Before  
December 18 Christmas Concert 
 
Prime Timers, dawn your favorite holiday socks and join us Dec. 
18 before the LPC Holiday Concert for dinner at 6 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  We will be having a yummy dinner with Ham, 
veggies, potatoes, relish tray and dessert. After dinner, we will 
head up to the Sanctuary for the 7:30 p.m. concert. Cost for 
dinner is $7 per person to be paid at the dinner. Reservations 
should be made by 4 p.m. Friday, December 13. Signup board 
available in Welcome Center or contact Terri Catanzaro at terri-
catanzaro@gmail.com or at  513-288-2313. 

Bible Readers 
 

As you have been successful in reading the entire 
Bible in 2019, please let us know. What an encour-
agement to others! 
 
In 2020, we again invite everyone to commit to 
reading the whole Bible in a year. During Decem-
ber visit our commitment table where we will have 
available the entire Bible on CDs as well as vari-
ous Bible reading plans to help you be successful 
in meeting your goal. 
 

The Bible Pushers, John and Fran Morris 
 

Open House for the Holidays 
  
John and Fran Morris invite you to their Christmas 
Open House on December 14 and 15, from           
2 - 4:30 p.m., 317 Overlook Trail, Lebanon. 

The LPC Book Club will be discussing the book "The Giver of 
Stars" by JoJo Moyes at the Thursday, January 16 meeting at 7 
p.m. in Room 311.  Please join us as we discuss this novel 
based on the true story of the Kentucky pack horse librarians of 
the Depression. Any questions, please call Joan Cummins at 
513-932-3742. 
 

Congregational Meetings 
 
December 1: 
 
There will be a congregational meeting on Sun-
day, December 1 at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary for 
the purpose of electing new elders and deacons 
and approving the terms of call for our pastor. We 
will also be receiving the 2020 LPC Operating 
Budget. Copies are currently available at the 
Welcome Center. 
 
January 26: 
 
There will be a congregational meeting Sunday, 
January 26 at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary for the 
purpose of receiving the annual report, and elect-
ing at-large members to the nominating 
team.  Please join us for this important meeting. 

Staff Love Offering 
 
If you would like to express your appreciation to our staff and wish them well for the Christmas holidays, 
a love offering will be received December 1, 8 and  15. Checks can be made payable to LPC marked 
“Love Offering.”  If you prefer to make a donation to a particular individual, please make the check paya-
ble to that person.  Please note, only checks made payable to LPC are tax deductible. 
 

Eliza French shares a cardboard testimony at the recent 
Young Life banquet. 



What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship by Rick McNeely    
Merry Christmas!  
 

There are so many great opportunities for us to worship, remember, and celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ during Advent. 
This year brings a few changes that we want to make sure everyone is aware of.  
 

Children Lead Worship 
 

Instead of the children presenting a Christmas musical, they will be helping lead worship throughout Advent. They will be 
singing, and presenting dramas, as well as starting us on our Advent Candle journey. 
 

Christmas Eve Worship at 4:30, 6:30 and 8 p.m. 
 

This year, our Christmas Eve worship schedule will be a little different. All services will be held in the Sanctuary and 
the worship times will be 4:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m., and 8 p.m. The 4:30 p.m. service is a family service and will include the 
children presenting the Nativity Story as well as some special music. The 6:30 and 8 p.m. services will be candlelight ser-
vices with Communion being served at the 8 p.m. service.  

Chrimas at LPC 
December is filled with opportunities to celebrate the coming of the Christ Child and this year brings a few changes that are im-
portant for you to know about. 
 

December 1 First Sunday of Advent  
We begin our journey examining what it meant for Zechariah to be left “Speechless”  

and what it means for us to include more stillness and silence in this season. 
 

Saturday, December 7 Living Nativity and Open House 
Open House 1-9 p.m. activities for all ages 
Children’s Live outdoor Nativity 12-1 p.m. 

Build a Manger 2 to 4 p.m. 
Adult Living Nativity 6 - 8:30 p.m. 

 

 December 8 Second Sunday of Advent  
We Angels spoke to Zechariah, Mary, and the shepherds but God spoke to Joseph in his dreams.  

Peter will share with us the “Three Dreams” God used to speak to Joseph and how God speaks to us today. 
Also, the children will join the choir in a special offertory “Jesus Joy of the Highest Heaven” 

 

Saturday, December 14   Living Nativity 6 - 8:30 p.m.  
 

December 15 Third Sunday in Advent 
“Wait for It” is the title of this week’s message as Simeon and Anna teach us  
to live in hope and expectation, waiting patiently for God to fulfill his purpose.  

The children will present a short drama “Fly by Moonlight.” 
 

Wednesday, December 18 - A Carol Festival 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
Under the direction of LPC’s own Roger McMurrin, we will present an evening of wonderful music  

celebrating the joy of Christmas! Brass, Strings, Bells, Oboe, Piano, Organ, Voices, 
and YOU will join together in a night of glorious worship.  

 

Saturday, December 21   Living Nativity 6 - 8:30 p.m. 
 

December 22 Fourth Sunday in Advent 
What happens “When God Breaks In” will be our focus this day.  

You won’t want to miss this look at what it means to be drawn into the divine story of salvation!  
Also, the children will present another short drama “Right Where We Belong.” 

 

Sunday, December  22   Living Nativity 6 - 8:30 p.m. 
  

December 24 Christmas Eve Services 
Bring your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers to a worship filled  
with your favorite carols and a message titled “A Change of Heart”  

 

IMPORTANT: This year our Christmas Eve worship times are changing as follows: 
 

4:30 p.m. Family Service 
6:30 p.m. Candlelight Service 

8 p.m. Candlelight Service with Communion  
 

(all services are in the Sanctuary) 
 

Wednesday, December 18 at  

7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

Our congregation is blessed to have so many extremely 

talented artists covering a variety of disciplines in our 

midst!  One such artist is Roger McMurrin. Roger and 

his wife Diane, were the catalyst in the creation of the 

Kiev Symphony Orchestra and Roger was their conduc-

tor for many years.  This year, Roger will be conducting 

the Sanctuary Choir and Chamber Orchestra in A Carol 

Festival on Wednesday, December 18 at 7:30 p.m. in 

the Sanctuary. Joining the choir and orchestra will be 

the Handbell Choir and a number of soloists presenting an evening of music guaranteed to warm the heart, inspire the 

soul, and draw all of us into a night of joyful worship. The concert is free and tickets are available for you to share with your 

co-workers, neighbors, friends. We expect to be at capacity for this event so we ask that everyone only take the number of 

tickets they will use.  

Real Candles on Christmas Eve 
 

This year we will return to using real candles for our two candle-
light services. We have done a good deal of research and have 
found what we believe is a much safer candle to use which will 
also minimize the need for cleanup afterwards. It will be very  
important for all of us to follow the instructions for lighting and 
holding the candles. We will be sharing safety instructions in the 
weeks to come as well as at the beginning of the candlelight    
services. 


