
Kids’ Corner by Ann van der Merwe

My God is So Big

My God is so big, so strong and so mighty 
there’s nothing my God cannot do.
My God is so big, so strong and so mighty 
there’s nothing my God cannot do.
The mountains are his, the rivers are his, 
the stars are his handiwork, too.
My God is so big, so strong and so mighty 
there’s nothing my God cannot do.

I’m sure you know this song. It probably helps you remember that God has 
created a beautiful world and that he is ruling over it with power and might. 

But it should also remind you that God can help you handle whatever prob-
lems you face. He is bigger than whatever you feel…whatever you worry 
about…whatever makes you want to cry.

Weekly Prayer List
Lois Hollon, Bob Loreaux, Bob Morrison, LeeAnn Stacy,  

Martha Martin, and Marty Walters  

Flowers This Morning are Given by

Carol and Richard Carraway in loving memory of their parents.
The Craig family to the glory of God and in memory of loved ones.

The Roses on the Communion Table are in Celebration of
Elaine Klann, mother of Ken Klann, who passed away Nov. 8.

Lydia Violet Fannin, granddaughter of 

Randy and Karen Fannin, who was born on Nov. 10.

  Anna Yin Fannin, born on July 1, 2015 and adopted on Nov. 12, 2019, 

granddaughter of Randy and Karen Fannin.

Tom Martin, son of Martha Martin, who passed away Nov. 13.

Lebanon Presbyterian Church

 An Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC)

123 N. East St., Lebanon, Ohio  45036 • 513-932-2751 • Fax 513-934-0339
Offi ce Hours - Mon-Thurs 8 to 4 p.m.; Friday 8 to 3 p.m.

lebanonpresbyterian.org

The Facility schedule is available on our video displays 
and online at www.lebanonpresbyterian.org

Thank you for taking the time to complete the Guest Information on our 
attendance registration pad.  We value your visit with us and this is a simple 
way of letting us know how we may better meet your needs.  Thanks for 
visiting!  We’re glad you’re here.

For Our Guests

Rest Rooms are located in the hallway by the Welcome Center, on the 
lower level of the ARK and in the classroom offi ce/wing.

Sunday School--Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. Everyone Welcome

 Adult classes located in the Classroom/Offi ce Wing:
   Faith Weavers- Jim VanDeGrift in Room 102
   Faith Explorers - Gary Ensing in Room 313
   Bible in Life - Jim Garrett in Room 306
      S.A.L.T. class - in Room 309
   Raising Godly Kids - Mandy and Mike Martinson in Room 311
   Vintage - Teens and parents of youth grade 7-12 in LPC Youth Center

 Children’s classes located on third fl oor of the Classroom/Offi ce Wing:
   Embrace - Ages birth to 2 years old in the Nursery (main fl oor)
   Explore - Preschool to Kindergarten in Room 301
   Excite - 1st through 4th Grade in Room 302 and 304
   Engage - 5th and 6th Grade in Room 305
 
Nursery/Family Room
  We have a staffed nursery located between the Ark and the Welcome   
  Center.  We also have a Family Room with worship audio located next to our  
  Welcome Center.

 Traditional Worship Sunday at 8:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary
 Christian Education at 10 a.m.
 Modern Worship Sunday at 11:15 a.m. in the Ark

Prayer teams available following worship
for those who desire prayer.

Worship at LPC

Lee Bollow
Chuck Duerré
Ned Earley
Joe McKenzie
Mike Schneider

Garry Benner
Cheryl Bogen
Dave Hanley
Larry Oury
Bernie Uchtman

Session - (Session minutes are available in the church offi ce)
Shelley Bondurant
Chris Dorsch
Rita Poth
Robert Terrell
Elly Wilson

Carolyn Lucke - Clerk of Session

Encounter  (9th-12th Grade)

Friday-Sunday, Nov. 22-24 LPC Students Retreat

Sun., Dec. 1: Encounter at LPC 7-8:30 p.m. 

Mon., Dec. 2: Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m. 

Sat., Dec. 7: LPC Open House 11-8 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 8: Encounter at LPC 7-8:30 p.m.

Fri., Dec. 13: Caroling at Otterbein 5 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 15: Encounter Christmas Party

Attendance  -  Sunday, November 17, 2019 

8:45 a.m. - 294      11:15 a.m. - 104    Total - 398
Sunday School - 136
Sunday Offering - $9,035.10

Giving Through October 2019

Operating Fund Income thru October 2019 - $880,030.07
Operating Fund Expense thru October 2019 - $960,604.68

As of Nov. 19, 2019 budget giving is at $943,382.57 – 83% of our annual goal.

Evolve (7th-8th Grade)

Friday-Sunday, Nov. 22-24 LPC Students Retreat

Mon., Dec. 2: Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m. 

Wed., Dec. 4: Evolve 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Sat., Dec. 7: LPC Open House 11-8 p.m.

Wed, Dec. 11: Evolve Christmas Party 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Fri., Dec. 13: Caroling at Otterbein 5 p.m.



Soul Food: A Word from Peter

Giving Thanks                                                                                                                                           
            

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to 

him and praise his name. For the LORD is good…

       - Psalm 100:4-5   
  
Why should we thank God?  Many people don’t.  Instead of praising God, 
they blame God for all the pain, sickness and sorrow in the world.

Etty Hillesum was a young Jewish girl who kept a journal while at Auschwitz.  
Even in that place of death and horror, her heart overfl owed with prayers of 
praise. In her journal, she wrote:  “Sometimes when I stand in some corner 
of the camp, my feet planted on Your earth, my eyes raised toward Your 
Heaven, tears sometimes run down my face, tears of deep emotion and 
gratitude.

“And I want to be right there in the thick of what people call horror and still 
be able to say: life is beautiful. Yes, I lie here in a corner, parched and dizzy 
and feverish and unable to do a thing. Yet I am also with the jasmine and the 
piece of sky beyond my window.”

No matter what is happening in our lives, there is always a reason to thank 
God. For the gift of life.  For the beauty of his creation. For eyes to see and 
ears to hear.  For the gift of salvation and the hope of heaven.  

Sermon Notes:     The Glad Game
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Congregational Meeting 
There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, December 1 at 10 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary for the purpose of electing new elders and deacons and approving the 

terms of call for our pastor. We will also be receiving the 2020 LPC Operating 

Budget. Copies are currently available at the Welcome Center.

Prepare Tonight at 5 p.m. in the Ark

All ages are invited to join us for Prepare! – an intergenerational event de-
signed to help us prepare for the season of Advent together. We will enjoy a 
simple meal, we will study four key scriptures from Isaiah that tell about the 
arrival of our Savior and Messiah, and we will create handmade ornaments 
based on each of these scriptures. The ornaments will be used to decorate 
the live trees at LPC during the Advent and Christmas season. Families and 
individuals can also make extra ornaments to take home and use on their own 

trees. Hope to see you there!

Project Angel Tree
Angel Tree Christmas seeks to bring the love of Jesus to prisoners and their 

children. Gifts purchased by our congregation are delivered to the children in 

their parents’ name. In this way we reach out to the families of prisoners with 

gifts of love and a message of hope. Watch for the Angel Tree Christmas dis-

play TODAY.  Angel Tree Christmas gifts may be brought to church on Sunday, 

December 15. If you would like more information about  Angel Tree or would 

like to volunteer for this ministry, please contact Julie Crago at 513-646-8797. 

LPC Live Nativity and Open House
It is almost time for LPC to commemorate Jesus’ birth with our annual Outdoor 

Living Nativity.  It will be on December 7, 14, 21 and 22.  We are coordinat-

ing a group of strong people to put together the stable on Sunday afternoon, 

December 1 after second service.   We need volunteers to be characters 

from the Biblical manger scene.  Also, December 7 will be our annual all-

day Open House from 1- 9 p.m. This year we will be giving out cookies and 

hot chocolate to folks who stop by the day of Lebanon’s Christmas Carriage 

Parade. If you are interested in participating as a Biblical character, 

door greeter, cookie server and/or donating 2-4 dozen cookies for 

Saturday, December 7, look for sign up sheets after either service at 

the Welcome Center or call Debbie Snider at 513-932-2789.  Help us to 

help others to remember the One who is at the center of this special season.   

Christmas for Tots
Bring an unwrapped toy to church on Sunday, December 8 and place under 

the Christmas tree located in the Atrium or to the church offi ce by December 

23. There will be a collection barrel located in the church offi ce where you can 

drop off your toys during the week. No toy guns or weapon-type toys please! 

We try to keep our gifts of equal value ($15-20) each. Children’s coloring 

books, reading books, hats and mittens will also be given. Monetary dona-

tions accepted and used to purchase toys.  Please write checks payable to 

Lebanon’s Christmas for Tots! Questions? Call Mary Deerhake, 513-932-2307.

Evenings of Prayer and Intercession

Seek First
Now EVERY Sunday at 6 p.m.

 In the Sanctuary 

The Giving Tree
This year the Missions Committee will again be having the Giving Tree that 

supports the Elizabeth New Life Center for infants whose mothers have un-

expected or crisis pregnancies.  You can choose a tag from the Giving Tree 

that has an item you would like to purchase and return it, unwrapped with the 

tag to the church by December  20th.  For more information stop by the tree in 

the Narthex or outside the Ark.  If you would like to volunteer for this ministry, 

please contact Debbie Snider at 513-932-2789.

It’s Almost Time to Decorate!
Decorating the church for Advent this year will take place Monday, November 25 

through Wednesday, November 27.  Last year’s Christmas trees were wonderfully 

decorated by various groups within LPC. Again this year we are inviting a Family, 

Sunday School class, Ministry Group, Life Group, Youth group, Study Group or even 

a Group of Friends to choose a tree to decorate and participate in the lighting of the 

advent candle. Each tree and its corresponding Advent candle reading are connected 

to a theme from the Prophecies of Isaiah. These themes are also part of this year’s 

Advent Devotional.  There are four trees:

The Light         The Branch              The Shepherd      The King 

We will be using the ornaments created at the Prepare Event on Sunday, November 

24.  We also need assistance hanging wreaths through out the church, as well as 

decorating the Ark.  If you or your group would like to decorate a tree or can help with 

decorating the rest of the church, please contact Jan Watsell at 513-934-2061.

Build a Manger at LPC

Saturday, December 7

2 to 4 p.m.

After the afternoon Carriage Pa-

rade, come to LPC and build a 

small wooden manger with your 

kids or grandkids that they can 

take home and use throughout the 

Christmas season. We will have 

all the supplies you need as well 

as volunteers on hand to help. 

And don’t forget to invite your 

friends and neighbors!



Sunday, November 24, 2019
8:45 a.m. Worship Service

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY

WE GATHER
 Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Peter Larson

 Ministry Minute 
  Christmas Concert        Rick McNeely

 
 Chiming of the Hour (Let us prepare our hearts to worship God)

 

 Prelude           Sanctuary Choir

  Now Thank We All Our God 

      
 *Call to Worship  (Psalm 100) The Rev. Peter Larson

Leader:   Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.

People:   Worship the LORD with gladness; 

 come before him with joyful songs.

Leader:   Know that the LORD is God. 

People:   It is he who made us, and we are his; 

 we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

Leader:   Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

 and his courts with praise;

People:   Give thanks to him and praise his name!

Leader:   For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;

All:          His faithfulness continues through all generations. 

 *Hymn 
  We Gather Together Hymn 376

  

WE PRAY
 Prayer of Confession Ann van der Merwe

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for all the bright things of life.  

Help us to see them.  Help us to count them. Help us to remember 

them, that our lives may fl ow in ceaseless praise.  Forgive us, we pray, 

for being ungrateful.  Forgive us, when our lips are fi lled with com-

plaints instead of praise.  Forgive us, when our hearts are consumed 

with worry instead of thanksgiving. Forgive us for our envy – for being 

jealous of our friends and neighbors.  Forgive us for our discontent – 

never satisfi ed with what we have and always wanting more. Forgive 

us for our fear and selfi shness, which prevents us from giving gener-

ously.  By your Spirit, may we enter your gates with thanksgiving and 

your courts with praise.  We pray in the name of the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, AMEN.

 Assurance of Pardon

 * Response          Doxology  
  Praise God from whom all blessings fl ow

  Praise him all creatures here below

  Praise him above, Ye heavenly host

  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

 Prayers of the People  The Rev. Randy Fannin 
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WE GIVE BACK TO GOD 
 Prayer of Dedication          Rick McNeely

 

 Offertory    
  Thanksgiving Slide Show

WE HEAR THE WORD   
 First Scripture Reading    Debbie Kouns

  2 Corinthians 9:6-15 Pew Bible, pages 820-821     

   Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

   People: Thanks be to God.

 Children’s Sermon    Courtney Williams

 
 Children’s Church
  Preschool - 2nd grade go to Children’s Church-Room 301

 *Hymn 
  Let All Things Now Living  Hymn 53

 
 A Conversation with Joe McKenzie

  
 Scripture Reading   
  Psalm 95    Pew Bible, page 426   

    
 Sermon     The Rev. Peter Larson

  The Glad Game

  
WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD
 *Closing Hymn       
  Come, Ye Thankful People, Come   Hymn 381

(You are invited to bring forward your pledge cards during 

the closing hymn and place them in the basket

in front of the Communion table)

 Benediction        The Rev. Peter Larson 

 Postlude             Julie Shelton

  Toccata on “Old Hundredth”    Gordon Young       

* Please stand if you are able

Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.

Assisted hearing devices are available--please see an usher. 
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Sunday, November 24, 2019
11:15 a.m. Worship Service

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY

Welcome and Announcements

Ministry Minute Rick McNeely 

 Christmas Concert     
 
Call to Worship  
  

Song of Praise             
 Come Christians Join to Sing
                                                                                          
Prayer of Confession 

Assurance of Pardon               

Song of Response            
 Thank You For Hearing Me
 
Prayers of the People    The Rev. Randy Fannin

Prayer of Dedication          

Offertory       
 Thanksgiving Slideshow
 
A Conversation with Joe McKenzie

Scripture Reading    
 Psalm 95 
         
Message     The Rev. Peter Larson

 The Glad Game

Sending Song     
 Doxology/You Never Let Go

(You are invited to bring forward your pledge cards during 

the sending song and place them in the basket

in front of the Communion table)

Benediction The Rev. Peter Larson

                         

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.

Live streaming during worship available in the Narthex.
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