
What did Jesus say about money? 

 
Actually, quite a lot.  If you study the Gospels, you will discov-
er that Jesus talked more about wealth and money than any 
other topic except the Kingdom of God.   
 
To the poor widow who put her 
last small coins in the collec-
tion box, Jesus spoke words of 
praise and honor. (Mark 12:43) 
 

To the rich young ruler, Jesus 
said, “Sell everything you have 
and give it to the poor.” (Luke 
18:22) 

 
To his disciples, Jesus said, 
“What does it profit a man to 
gain the whole world and lose 
his soul?” (Matthew 16:36) 

 
To the crowd who heard him preach the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus said, “Give and it will be given to you.” (Luke 6:38) 
To that same crowd, Jesus said: “You cannot serve God and 
money.” (Matthew 6:24) 

 
To the farmer who was hoarding his wealth for a comfortable 
retirement, Jesus said, “You fool!  Tonight, your very soul is 
required!” 
 
To a man who was angry because he didn’t get his rightful 
share of an inheritance, Jesus said: “Watch out! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist 
in the abundance of his possessions.”  

 

Why did Jesus speak so often about money?  Because money 
is a spiritual force.  How we spend our money is the best 
measure of our faith and spiritual health.  If I really trust in God 
to provide for my needs, I will give generously.  If I am grateful 

Preaching Schedule 
Sunday, Nov. 3 
Communion Sunday 

 

A Life of Giving 
Luke 9:18-27  

 

Sunday, Nov. 10 
 

Why Tithe? 
Malachi 3:6-12 

 

Sunday, Nov. 17 
 

Hidden Treasure  
Matthew 13:44-46 
Colossians 2:1-5 

 

Sunday, Nov. 24 
 

The Glad Game  
Psalm 95  

 
for the gift of my salvation, I will give generously.  If I am 
committed to the mission of Jesus, I will give generously. 
If I care for the poor and needy, I will give generously.  
 
On the other hand, if I hoard my wealth, it reveals a lack 

of faith. If I spend my 
money selfishly, it re-
veals my spiritual imma-
turity.  If I spend more on 
my vacations than I give 
to the LORD,  it reveals 
my true priorities in life.  
As Jesus said, “For 
where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be 
also.” (Luke 12:34). 
 

When you look at every-
thing Jesus said about 
money, it boils down to 
three points: 

1. How did you get it? Did it involve injustice, cheat-
ing or oppression of the poor? 
 

2. What are you going to do with it? Are you hoard-
ing it? Withholding it? Spending it selfishly on need-
less luxuries? 
 
3. What is it doing to you now?  Is it making you 
more joyful and generous, or more worried and 
greedy? 

 
The real danger with money is that it can become an idol 
that we worship.  It can dominate our lives, diverting our 
attention away from God. Jesus wants us to set us free 
from money’s power.  When we give generously, it sets 
us free from fear, greed and selfishness. 
   
Your servant in Christ,    

  Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage Paid 
Permit No. 94 

Lebanon, Ohio  45036 

Lebanon Presbyterian Church 
                    November 2019  

God and Money 

Chroniclehroniclehroniclehronicle 
 

123 N. East St.  513-932-2751 
Lebanon, OH  45036  513-934-0339 fax 
 
Worship Services & Sunday School 
 8:45 a.m.   Traditional Worship  
10 a.m.   Christian Education 
11:15 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
 

Wednesday Nights Together 
5:30 p.m. Dinner    6:15 p.m. Classes and activities 
 
Senior Pastor            
The Rev. Peter Larson 
 

We are on the web! 

www.lebanonpresbyterian.org 
 

Like us on facebook! 

Lebanon Presbyterian Church 

Evenings of Prayer and Intercession 

Seek First  
Now EVERY Sunday at 6 p.m. in the Sanctuary.   

 
This Sunday, November 3 is International Day of Prayer 
for the Persecuted Church.   
 



iPray�
The reason why you do not have is because you 
do not ask God. 
     - James 4:3 
 
Please pray for the following joys and concerns 
of the church in the coming month: 
 
� For our Christian brothers and sisters in Al-

geria, that God would give them faith and 
courage to stand in the face of increasing 
persecution. 

 
� For the Long Range Planning team as they 

prepare to make recommendations to Ses-
sion. 

 
� For our monthly prayer meeting on Sunday, 

November 3, that God would give us a hun-
ger and passion for prayer. 

 
� For families who receive Thanksgiving bas-

kets from LPC, that our gifts would express 
the love of Jesus Christ to them. 

 
� For the spiritual renewal of our church, com-

munity, world and the Evangelical Presbyter-
ian Church, that the Holy Spirit would deep-
en our love for Jesus.  

Session 
 
The Session of LPC took the following actions at our October 
21 monthly meeting: 
 
� Approved a Christmas love offering for the staff of LPC. 
 
� Approved the hiring of Tyler Duning as custodian. 
 
� Approved a free-will offering at the January 10 Family  
       Movie Night to support the ministry of Revelation Media. 
 
� Approved a recommendation from the Mission Ministry 

Team for people to donate baby items during Advent to 
support the ministry of Elizabeth New Life Center. 

 
 
 
 

I’ve been a fast walker for much of my adult life. With the many 
responsibilities of family and ministry, I’ve had a tendency to give 
my attention to someone or something and then “move out smart-
ly.” As an outlet, I took up power walking, then race walking. In my 
forties, I was one of the fastest local race walkers in my age group. 
I say this not to boast, but to make a point. Racing is not just about 
physical pace. It’s also a way of thinking. On the positive side, it’s 
about challenging one’s self to get and stay ahead of the person in 
front of you and to finish well. Relationally, however, this means 
one may not be tracking with a person who wants or needs your 
attention.  
 
This continues to be a challenge for me. Walking at the pace of 
the average person is tolerable. Walking at the pace of a slow per-
son can be frustrating. Sometimes I have to tell myself to “slow 
down,” even at church. I know that not everyone walks, talks, eats, 
thinks, works, etc. at the same pace, but it’s important that I adjust 
mine to theirs, at least initially.  
 
When I was a chaplain at Bethesda North Hospital, I even applied 
this principle to matching my breathing to that of the person I was 
visiting. If he or she was anxious, I would match their breathing 
and then begin to slow mine down, which often had the effect of 
the other person calming down to pace with me. The point is to 
relate to people where they are, rather than were we think they 
should be (at least right now). The best example of this is the Lord 
Jesus, who left the splendors of heaven to dwell, to walk, to talk, to 
eat, to relate to people so that they could experience His presence 
in their lives . . . And we know what a difference that makes! 
 
Your friend in ministry together,                                                                                                                           
Rev. Randy Fannin,  
Pastoral Care and Deacon Ministries 
 

The LPC Book Club will meet Thursday, November 14 

at 7 p.m. in Room 311 to discuss The Pioneers by Da-

vid McCullough. This story focuses on the personal 

struggles of the first settlers of the region along the 

Ohio River following the Revolutionary War.   All are 

welcome. For further information call Ann Fickus at  

513-228-2959. 

The holidays are often a time fraught with difficult 
emotions for those who are grieving. Rita Poth, 
Ph.D., retired psychologist and long-time member of 
LPC became a widow during the holidays more than 
twenty years ago. She has a deep sensitivity and 
understanding for those who find it difficult to cele-
brate at this time of year. Rita has agreed to facilitate 
this free-to-the-public, community-wide gathering to 
encourage and support our grieving friends who 
struggle with the late year holidays and holy days. 
Her insights and your own experiences promise to 
make this a very meaningful time together. Whether 
your loss was recent or some time ago, please con-
sider joining us for our final Wednesday Nights To-
gether Meal on November 13 at 5:30 p.m. in the Ark, 
followed by our program from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall Room 101. For information, contact 
Rev. Randy Fannin at 513-932-2751 or 
randy@lebanonpresbyterian.org.  
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Kathy Ungerman, Beth Larson and Paulette Rhinehart 
making grilled cheese sandwiches for Wednesday Nights 
Together. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This month we honor the following men and women for their  
loving service to Jesus Christ and the church. 
 
Geo van der Merwe for his faithful and continuous IT work. 
 
Dave Lupberger and Roger Sims for painting Room 311. 
 
Tony and Mindy Moore (Cardinal Landscaping) for a full sea-
son of mowing. 
 
Dave Lupberger for trimming trees. 
 
Ginny Kuntz, Marilyn Brown, Mary Deerhake and Rita Poth 
for deep cleaning Fellowship kitchen.   
 
A big THANK YOU to our LPC Deacon Team and all helpers for 
your hard work in the set-up, food preparation, service, and 
cleanup associated with our Fall 2019 Wednesday Nights To-
gether meals and the recent Memorial Receptions in the Ark. 
 
Gowan Lucas for brilliantly playing the Cajon with the praise 
band. 
 
Justin Lucas for joining the praise band as our newest bass 
player. 
 
Molly Lucas for serving on The Crew, and for lending her 
graphic design talents to enhance our Sunday morning worship 
experience. 
 
All the singers and instrumentalists who pitched in to make our 
recent Bluegrass Gospel Sunday in second service so wonder-
ful. 
 
Zeke Forster, Joyce Heckart, Debbie Scarborough, Louise 
Wolfer, for becoming part of the Sanctuary Choir.  
 
All the students who are serving with Children’s Ministry this fall: 
Emmett Bicknell, Margaret Bondurant, Lexi Fornshell,     
Theresa Olding, Jenna Terrell, and Piper Williams. 
 
Lee Bollow, Rita Poth, Mike and Donna Schneider, and Tom 
Way for making friends with kids at Engage After School. 
 
 
 

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You 
 
Dear friends, 
 

The family of Janice Corwin deeply appreciates your 
kind expression of sympathy in our time of great sor-
row.  The cards sent, meals prepared, and prayers 
lifted have given our family a great source of comfort 
and are a loving reminder of the impact that Janice had 
on this earth.  A special thank you to Randy Fannin, for 
being there when needed and to the deacons for a 
lovely lunch. We know that you will continue to keep 
her in your heart just as we will. Please accept our sin-
cerest thanks. 
             John Corwin and family 

What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship by Rick McNeely    
November is an Exciting Month 
 

We are filled with anticipation of Thanksgiving and the ad-
vent season as it quickly approaches. To say I am thankful 
for being part of this fellowship would be an understate-
ment. I am forever grateful to consider you all family and 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Thanks be to God! 
 
November this year, brings a new look at how we will pre-
pare for Advent. Because we know that Jesus has already 
come into the world, it is easy for us to forget the anticipa-
tion experienced by those who waited for His first arrival. It 
is easy for us to miss the details of the prophecies about 
our Savior and simply rejoice that he has come and will 
come again. But the details of those prophecies did more 
than tell people that Jesus would come. They told people 
who Jesus is. 
  
Our themes for this year’s Advent season will focus on the 
prophesies of Isaiah, and will be reflected in our Advent 
devotional, candle lighting ceremonies, as well as our dec-
orating. We will hear that Jesus is the light of the world 
(Isaiah 9:2,6), that he is a branch of the family tree of Jes-
se and David (Isaiah, 11:1-3), that he will care for us like a 
shepherd cares for his sheep (Isaiah 40:11), and that he 
will be a wonderful king who will rule his kingdom with jus-
tice and mercy (Isaiah 32:1-2). 
 

To start us on this journey, we will share in a new event we are calling “Prepare” which will be 
held at 5 p.m. in the Ark on Sunday, November 24. 
 
We will gather as an intergenerational community, enjoy a simple meal, hear and talk about these scriptures, and then 
make ornaments that represent each prophesy about Jesus. Most of the ornaments will then be used to decorate trees on 
display at the church throughout the season, reminding all of us of who we will meet when we complete our journey to the 
manger. Individuals, couples, and families can also make additional ornaments to take home and decorate their own trees 
with the same symbolism so that they can be reminded of Jesus wherever they go. 
 
We hope you will join us for Prepare! You can sign-up by calling the church office at 513-932-2751, using online signup at 
www.lebanonpresbyterian.org, or by filling out the tear-out in the worship guide! 
 
 

Decorating for the Holidays 
 
We will be putting up trees and decorations Tuesday, November 26 at 7:30 p.m. through Saturday, November 30 or until 
everything is completed. There will be a volunteer schedule and sign-up in the Narthex beginning Sunday, November 10. If 
you would like more information on volunteering, please contact Rick McNeely in the church office at 513-932-2751 or via 
email at rick@lebanonpresbyterian.org.  

Recognizing LPC Anniversaries 
 

This month we are recognizing two very special peo-
ple: Brenda Bingham has been our church secretary 
for 30 years and Terry Browning has been our custodi-
an for 10 years.  They are an important part of our LPC 
family.   
 
Brenda has seen a lot of changes and growth through-
out her many years here at LPC and is a wealth of his-
torical details and information. She is always ready to 
help with any project or request and brings an overa-
bundance of knowledge to her job. Brenda is also very 
generous – she donates her time, talents and gifts to 
many events here at LPC.   
  
Terry is an essential part of LPC and is consistently 
willing to go over and above what is requested.  In ad-
dition to his custodial duties, you will find Terry volun-
teering to usher on Sunday mornings, help with WNT 
cleanup, man the grill when needed, and complete a 
project on a Saturday morning.    



Children’s Ministry News  
                           by Ann van der Merwe 

God at Work 
 
On Saturday, October 12, Andrew Johnson and I 
took nine kids to an event called Junior Jam at     
Cedarville University. I watched as six kids I know 
very well welcome three new faces to our group – as 
well as a fourth who joined us on campus. It remind-
ed me once again that God not only works in children 
but through children. 
 
Remember when Jesus fed 5000 people? He bor-
rowed the beginnings of that lunch from a young boy 
willing to sacrifice all he had. Remember Naaman, 
the general who was healed of leprosy? He was 
healed because a little girl shared the truth of what 
God could do for Naaman even though he had killed 
her family and enslaved her.    
 
God clearly sees children as full participants in the kingdom of God. He gives them the ability to sacrifice and forgive just 
like anyone else – sometimes with a capacity that amazes. Yes, all children need to grow. But their relative immaturity is 
balanced by the powerful faith God has given them.   
 
I saw that faith come alive at Junior Jam this year. I saw God at work both in and through these kids. And I was blessed by 
it.     
 

And a Little Child Shall Lead Them… 
 
This year, the children of LPC will be sharing their gifts of music, drama, and scripture reading with the congregation 
throughout the Advent season instead of on a single Sunday. Our goal in making this change, like any other, is to help 
everything we do align more closely with our ministry goals: to be Christ-centered, to disciple our children through each 
stage of development, to be intentionally missional, and to be as inclusive as possible.  
 
Eliminating regular rehearsals on Wednesdays this fall is enabling us to focus on discipleship and significant spiritual expe-
riences our children need. And, it makes our time together more inclusive; the activities are designed for everyone, includ-
ing friends who might be coming for the first time. Offering weekly options will also allow individual children to share ac-
cording to their interests, gifts, and availability. Children can choose what they feel comfortable doing, and parents can 
make sure the choice fits the family schedule. Volunteers will benefit as well, as they will have the pleasure of working with 
kids who want to do what they have chosen.  
 
Some children will be singing “Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heaven” by Keith and Kristyn Getty with the Sanctuary Choir. Oth-
ers will be sharing the Christmas story through dramas drawn from the Friends With God Storybook Bible. Some children 
will be reading scripture and lighting candles; others will be playing instruments. As different children share their gifts each 
week, you will be reminded that Jesus began his life on earth like everyone else – as a child.  
 

For more on Advent at LPC this year, check out our  

Prepare event on the Worship and Music page. 
 

Encounter Fall 2019 Schedule 
 

November 
Sunday, November 3 Encounter at LPC 7-8:30p 
Sunday, November 3 Seek First Prayer 6-7p 
Monday, November 4 Feeding Ministry 4-7p 
Sunday, November 10 Encounter at Wendy’s 7-8p 
Sunday, November 17 Encounter at LPC 7-8:30p 
Friday-Sunday, November 22-24 LPC Students Retreat 

Evolve Fall 2019 Schedule 
 

November 
Monday, November 4 Feeding Ministry 4-7p 
Wednesday, November 6: Evolve 6:30 - 8p 
Wednesday, November 13: Evolve 6:30 - 8p 
Wednesday, November 20: Evolve 6:30 - 8p 
Friday-Sunday, November 22-24 LPC Students Retreat 
Wednesday, November 27: No Evolve Thanksgiving 

Your Kids’ Apps:  
What is TIKTOK 
   By Andrew Johnson 
 

 

TikTok is a social 
media app that 
allows people to 
create and share 
content with per-
sonal friends and 
the TikTok Com-

munity. Originally started 
as the lip sync or karaoke 
app: “Musical.ly” it is now 
owned by a china-based company and was renamed 
“TikTok.”  TikTok is one of the most loved apps by tweens 
and teens. We'd like to help parents keep their kids safe 
and realize they can use TikTok to connect with their kids. 
Music is still the base of what and how users share things. 
They lip-sync songs in serious or humorous ways. Howev-
er, talking and sharing are also increasingly available. Stu-
dents enjoy this app because they find new music, watch 
friends, share their talents, laugh at funny content, or 
watch strangers do all sorts of things. 
 
Social media is a unique way for students to connect with 
friends, share experiences, and be creative. However, 
these sites can usher in other unwelcome things, such as 
anxiety, depression, and a dependence on the connection 
they receive from their screen. Because of TikTok's em-
phasis on popular music, many videos include swearing 
and sexual lyrics, so it may not be age-appropriate for kids 
to use on their own. It's also easy to find people wearing 
revealing clothing and dancing suggestively, although Tik-
Tok won't let you search for objectionable content such as 
"sex" or "porn." The developers have created a separate 
section of the app for kids, called Restricted Mode, that 
only allows them to access curated, clean videos: They 
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can't comment, search, or post their own videos. However, 
bypassing that section only requires entering a false birthdate. 
 
Other than Restricted Mode, there's no way to filter out con-
tent on TikTok, so parents are encouraged to share an ac-
count with kids under the age of 13. This will let you keep an 
eye on what your kid is viewing and posting. Parents of older 
kids who are more resistant to monitoring can ask about their 
favorite video creators and get to know their videos (with or 
without your kid). Also, take the time to regularly look at the 
most popular songs, videos, and challenges.   
 

 

You ARE an Evangelist! 
 
LPC Student Ministries would like your help by inviting 7-
12th graders that you know to come to our Fall Retreat. 
Please invite you neighbors and encourage your grandkids! 
It’s going to be a great weekend of outdoor games, crazy 
fun, worship, messages and lots of laughs. The LPC Stu-
dents fall Retreat is scheduled for November 22, 23, 24       
7 p.m. Friday - Noon Sunday. The cost is $100 (Deposit of 
$50 Due Nov. 3).  We will be heading down the road to 
Woodland Lakes Camp in Amelia, OH. Go to lebanonpres-
byterian.org/students/retreat to sign-up and for more infor-
mation including a bring list. Questions? Email: an-
drew@lebanonpresbyterian.org. 



Golfers Raise $6,000 to Support School in Africa 
 

The third annual LPC golf tournament held October 19 at Majestic Springs Golf Course raised more than $6,000 for the 
school we built in Kenya, East Africa.  Twenty-seven golfers participated in the tournament.  All of the funds will go for 
scholarships and teacher’s salaries for the school in the village of Ilmamen in southern Kenya.   Many thanks to all who 
gave so generously!  Our sponsors are listed below: 

Wolfer Enterprises 
Gene & Marilyn Slorp 
Morgan Medsource 
Beth Larson 
Rita Poth 
Lebanon Electric Supply 
Aberlin Springs Agri-Community 
F & R Miller Farms 
Dick Wardrop 
Electrical Diagnostic Services Ltd. 
Jack & Terri Catanzaro 
Ernst & Associates 

Jared Lee Studio 
The Terrell Family 
Dick & Marilyn Brown 
Reever Transport 
Belle Starr/Philip Starr Thomas 
Grandma's Gardens 
Cunningham Institute  For Growth 
Jack Victory 
Bill & Lois Philips 
Family Dentistry 
Tom Way 
Elegant Car Wash 

Dinner Before December 18 Christmas Concert  
 
 

Prime Timers, dawn your favorite holiday socks and join us before the LPC Holiday Concert for dinner at 6 p.m. 

in Fellowship Hall Room 101.  We will be having a yummy dinner with ham, veggies, potatoes, relish tray and 

dessert. After dinner, we will head up to the Sanctuary for the 7:30 p.m. concert. Cost  for dinner is $7 per per-

son. Signups coming in December. Contact Terri Catanzaro 513-288-2313 or terricatanzaro@gmail.com.  

Mission NewsMission NewsMission NewsMission News    

Dear Friends,  

I am writing to express my appreciation for the gift sent to Sa-
maritan’s Purse from Lebanon Presbyterian Church for hurricane 
relief. Your partnership in this ministry means so much. 
 
Recently, I was in the Bahamas where we have over 100 staff on 
the ground responding to the devastation left behind by Hurri-
cane Dorian. Our Disaster Assistance Relief Team is distributing 
tons of shelter plastic, water filtration units and other emergency 
supplies to storm victims. Our medical team in Freeport has al-
ready provided medical care to over 2,500 people.  There is in-

credible destruction and it will take a long time to recover and rebuild. 
 
Please pray for those whose lives have been turned upside down and for our teams as we help in Jesus’ name.  We want 
people to know that they can put their trust in the LORD, who is, “a refuge for the needy in their distress, a shelter from the 
storm,”  (Isaiah 25:4).   
 
May God bless you, 
Franklin Graham 
Samaritan’s Purse 

One of the missions supported by our church is India Gospel 
League (IGL), the largest evangelical mission organization on the 
subcontinent of India.   
 
India has a population of more than 1.3 billion people, most of them 
Hindu. Less than 3 percent of the population is Christian.  Of the 
650,000 villages in India, 360,000 of them have no Christian church 
or presence. 
 
Founded in the 1940’s, the goal of IGL is to plant a Christian 
church in every village in India by sending out “barefoot pastors.”  
Since 1992, IGL has grown from 200 pastors to more than 7,000 

and has planted nearly 100,000 churches in India. In the next 20 years, IGL is hoping to plant another 200,000 churches. 
 
In addition to church-planting, IGL addresses the issues of poverty, education, pre-natal and post-natal care for mothers and 
babies, daycare, job training and economic development by providing micro-loans to women.  Also, they are working to up-
grade village infrastructure by providing public toilets, roads, houses and sewer systems. Our church provides $1,500 in an-
nual funding to IGL through our missions budget.  Recently, we contributed an additional $1,000 to support the Adopt-a-
Village initiative in the Province of Tamil Nadu in southern India. 
 
India Gospel League is planning a short-term mission trip to India in January and has invited members of LPC to come 
along.  If you are interested in being part of that trip, please contact Mike McIntosh, 513-398-8185 or Inga Kimple, 513-932-
8288 for details. 

Barefoot Pastors Bring 
Good News to India 


