
Kids’ Corner by Ann van der Merwe

In the Dark

If you go outside in the daytime, you cannot see any stars – except the 
sun.  But if you go outside at night, you can see lots of stars.

Did you know the stars you see at night are still there during the day? You 
just can’t see them because the sun is so bright. Being in the sunlight is a 
wonderful thing. It feels warm and comforting. But sometimes, being in the 
dark enables us to see things more clearly. 

In today’s scripture, we hear about Paul and Silas being in the dark – the 
worst kind of dark. They were in prison. But the darkness helped them 
see God in a whole new way. They knew he was still with them. They 
understood that HE was still in charge even though things were not good. 
They saw His light shining in that prison and they shared it with everyone 
around them by singing His praises.

Next time you fi nd yourself in a dark place, remember that God is with 
you. He is in charge. Let that bring you joy.
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The Facility schedule is available on our video displays 
and online at www.lebanonpresbyterian.org

Thank you for taking the time to complete the Guest Information on our 
attendance registration pad.  We value your visit with us and this is a simple 
way of letting us know how we may better meet your needs.  Thanks for 
visiting!  We’re glad you’re here.

For Our Guests

Rest Rooms are located in the hallway by the Welcome Center, on the 
lower level of the ARK and in the classroom offi ce/wing.

Sunday School--Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. Everyone Welcome

 Adult classes located in the Classroom/Offi ce Wing:
   Faith Weavers- Jim VanDeGrift in Room 102
   Faith Explorers - Gary Ensing in Room 313
   Bible in Life - Jim Garrett in Room 306
      S.A.L.T. class - in Room 309
   Raising Godly Kids - Mandy and Mike Martinson in Room 311
   Vintage - Teens and parents of youth grade 7-12 in LPC Youth Center

 Children’s classes located on third fl oor of the Classroom/Offi ce Wing:
   Embrace - Ages birth to 2 years old in the Nursery (main fl oor)
   Explore - Preschool to Kindergarten in Room 301
   Excite - 1st through 4th Grade in Room 302 and 304
   Engage - 5th and 6th Grade in Room 305
 
Nursery/Family Room
  We have a staffed nursery located between the Ark and the Welcome   
  Center.  We also have a Family Room with worship audio located next to our  
  Welcome Center.

 Traditional Worship Sunday at 8:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary
 Christian Education at 10 a.m.
 Modern Worship Sunday at 11:15 a.m. in the Ark

Prayer teams available following worship
for those who desire prayer.

Worship at LPC

Lee Bollow
Chuck Duerré
Ned Earley
Joe McKenzie
Mike Schneider

Garry Benner
Cheryl Bogen
Dave Hanley
Larry Oury
Bernie Uchtman

Session - (Session minutes are available in the church offi ce)
Shelley Bondurant
Chris Dorsch
Rita Poth
Robert Terrell
Elly Wilson

Carolyn Lucke - Clerk of Session

Encounter  (9th-12th Grade)

Sun., Oct. 6: Seek First Prayer 6-7 p.m.

Sun., Oct. 6: Encounter at Wendy’s 7-8 p.m.

Mon., Oct. 7: Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m.

Sun., Oct. 13: Hero Run/Walk for Mental Health 

      Awareness $20  2-5 p.m. 

Sun., Oct. 13: Encounter at LPC 6 p.m. Dinner

       7-8:30 p.m. Depression & Suicide Discussion

Sun., Oct. 20: Encounter at LPC 7-8:30 p.m.

Sun., Oct. 27: Encounter at LPC 7-8:30 p.m.

Wed., Oct. 30 Encounter & Evolve 

      Halloween Party

Attendance  -  Sunday, September 29, 2019 

8:45 a.m. -  259      11:15 a.m. - 115    Total - 374
Sunday School - 144
Sunday Offering - $8,179.50

Giving Through September 2019

Operating Fund Income thru September 2019 - $807,685.42
Operating Fund Expense thru September 2019 - $874,232.60

As of Sept. 30, 2019 budget giving is at $764,303.61 – 67.2% of our annual goal.

Evolve (7th-8th Grade)

Sun., Oct. 6: Seek First Prayer 6-7 p.m.

Mon., Oct. 7: Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m.

Wed., Oct. 9: Evolve 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Wed., Oct. 16: Evolve 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Wed., Oct. 23: Pumpkins & Movie Night 

 6:30 - 8 p.m

Wed., Oct. 30: Evolve & Encounter             

               Halloween Party



Soul Food: A Word from Peter

When Faith is Tested                                                                                                                                           
           

The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD 
be praised.” 
        - Job 1:21

Job was a righteous man and a blameless servant of God. 

And yet, Job’s faith was radically tested. In the space of one day, Job lost 
everything:  his wealth, his livestock and all of his sons and daughters. Soon 
afterward, his body was affl icted with painful boils. 

For the next 37 chapters, Job cries out to God.  He demands an explanation.  
Why has God turned against him?  Why has God caused him such grief and 
sorrow? What has he done to deserve such misery? 

In the depths of his despair, Job wishes he had  never been born. His wife 
tells him to curse God and die.  And yet, Job remained faithful.  In his terrible 
anguish, Job continued to praise and worship the LORD.
 
As Christians, we are not immune from suffering.  Like Job, we don’t know 
why God allows these things to happen.  However, in times of sorrow and 
suffering our faith is tested and purifi ed, like gold in a refi ner’s fi re.  When all 
hell breaks loose, still we continue to praise the LORD.  

Sermon Notes:     The Darkest Hour
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Part-Time Custodian Needed
Are you a personable, independent worker looking for an opportunity to put 
your skills to good use?  LPC is looking for a self-starter who can perform 
minor repairs, custodial cleaning, and has a good eye for spotting areas in 
need of TLC.  You must be able to climb a ladder, lift 30 lbs. and have a posi-
tive attitude.  The job is 21 hours per week – Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. with a paid lunchbreak.  In addition, you may be asked 
to work two Saturdays per year at an hourly rate.  If you are interested in fi nd-
ing out more, please contact Sherry Showalter at 513-932-2751 or sherry@
lebanonpresbyterian.org.

The LPC Book Group
will meet on October 10 in Room 311 at 7-8:30 p.m.  We are reading Magic 
Hour  by Kristin Hannah, a mystery about a young child who appears out of 
no where, alone and mute, from the northwest woods. A child psychiatrist, with 
problems of her own, learns from her sister about the child and is determined 
to help her toward a normal life.  Everyone is welcome to join the discussion.  
If you wish further information, call Carol Carraway at 513-228-0537.

Coming Alongside
All women in the church are invited to join together Tuesday, October 15 at 
noon for friendship and lunch at Johnny Chan’s in Montgomery; 11296 Mont-
gomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45249.  Please RSVP by Sunday, October 13 to 
Sue Baumann at 513-228-0881 or cartoonzlady@yahoo.com.

Evenings of Prayer and Intercession

Seek First
The �irst Sunday of each month at 6 p.m.  in the Sanctuary  

Sunday,  October 6  the focus will be on Youth Ministry.

Kairos Cookies
Please help by baking homemade cookies for Kairos weekend to be distributed 
to all the prisoners at Lebanon Correctional Institution.  Any kind of cookie is 
popular.  Brownies and Rice Krispie bars are also very special treats.   Package 
them in one-gallon zip lock bags, two dozen per bag.  Pray for the Kairos inmate 
participants as you bag your cookies.   Bring them to church TODAY.  There 
will be a table in the Narthex or call Mike and Ellen McIntosh 513-398-8185.

 
Horizons at LPC

Our next LPC rotation is just two weeks away and we need your help. Begin-
ning Sunday October 20 we will host homeless families for one week right here 
at LPC. It is a very large undertaking and we need help. Our main needs are 
Overnight crews and also Evening Hosts. Overnights require two people who 
come in at 8:30 p.m., sleep on an LPC provided bed and depart at 7 a.m. the 
next morning. Evening Hosts requires one person to arrive at LPC by 5:30 p.m. 
and help setup and serve the meal and to monitor the evening. Evening Hosts 
depart at 8:30 p.m. when the Overnight folks arrive.  If you can assist in any 
way with an Overnight position (which is our greatest need) or an evening host 
please, contact Rob McLagan at 513-478-4516 or see sign up sheets available 
on the IHN bulletin board located by the Nursery for overnight hosts, evening 
hosts or pantry items needed. 

LPC Golf Tournament 

October 19

We invite you to join us Saturday, October 
19 at Majestic Springs golf course in Wilm-
ington, OH.  All of the money we raise will 
go towards helping to build the school in 
Kenya, East Africa.  We need to know how 
many golfers are coming, so please fi ll out 
the sign-up sheet below and place it in the collection plate.  You can pay at 
the golf course the day of the tournament. If you would like to sponsor a hole, 
please fi ll out the information below, along with your payment (deadline to 
sponsor a hole is October 6): 

Names:  _____________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________

Phone Number: _____________________

I would like to sponsor a Hole ($200):______

We Want to 

Hear from You
Do you have any dreams, ideas or ques-
tions to share with our church leader-
ship? We invite you to join us on Sunday, 
October 13 at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
for a Fireside Chat.  Many of our 

 elders will be available to hear your   

             thoughts and answer your questions.

Advent Worship Leading 
Opportunities for Children

Isaiah prophesied about the birth of Jesus by saying, “and a little child shall 

lead them.” Throughout the month of December, the children of LPC will have 

the opportunity to lead us in worship to remind us of this important truth each 

week. To sign up your child or grandchild, please visit the bulletin board outside 

the Explore Room (301). Opportunities for all ages (even the littlest ones!) are 

available, and we hope that every child who is a part of our community will 

participate in a way that fi ts his or her age, interests, and abilities.

Disaster Relief Team
When disaster strikes, chaos follows. We want to be ready to be the hands and 

feet of Jesus in times of greatest need.  LPC has formed a Disaster Relief Team 

(DRT) with area churches to stand ready to respond to short-term emergencies 

and the long-term ramifi cations of disasters.  DRT is a faith-based organization 

that coordinates volunteers and resources from local churches, businesses, and 

communities to help people impacted by natural disasters. If you are interested 

in learning more about how you can join our team, please begin by completing 

our brief online survey. Sign-up at lebanonpresbyterian.org/ministries/drt



Thanksgiving Baskets

For more than 32 years, LPC has been making Thanksgiving Baskets for needy 
families in our community.  We need your help!  Starting October 1, nonperish-
able food items may be placed in the big box that is located in the Narthex on 
Sunday’s.  During the week, Monday through Friday, please bring them to the 
church offi ce.  If you would like to make a monetary donation, please mark your 
check or envelope “Thanksgiving Baskets” and place in the offering plate.  Other 
important ways to serve are to sign up for one of the following:

___ I am interested in leading this effort and would like to see how it’s run.

___ I am willing to call on families to verify information between 
 Oct. 12 - Oct. 26.

___ I would like to help pack the baskets on Saturday morning, Nov. 23 
 from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. in the Ark.

___ I would like to help with delivery of the baskets on Saturday morning,   
 Nov. 23 starting at 9:45 a.m.

___ I would like to help with pick-up of baskets on Saturday morning, Nov. 23  
 from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

___ I would like to help at the front desk, verifying names and helping direct  
 people to get their baskets on Saturday morning, Nov. 23 from 
 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

___ I would like to help count items, Nov. 23 from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. to make  
 sure they are being distributed properly.

___ I would like to make a fi nancial contribution.

___ I would like to donate food items (place in marked bin in Narthex from   
 Oct. 1- Nov. 23)

Name: _______________________________________________________

Telephone:  __________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________

Number of people in your group: ____________________

Any questions or concerns about LPC’s Thanksgiving Baskets, can be directed 

to: Scott and Geralyn Lucia at 513-228-0263.
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Sunday, October 6, 2019
8:45 a.m. Worship Service

WE GATHER

 Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Peter Larson

 

 Ministry Minute     Nina Dorsch

  Advent Devotional 

 Chiming of the Hour (Let us prepare our hearts to worship God)

 

 Prelude          Julie Shelton

  Like a River Glorious    James Pethel   

      

 *Call to Worship  (Psalm 57:5, 7-11) Margaret and Ally Bondurant

Leader:   My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast;

People:   I will sing and make music!

Leader:   Awake, my soul! Awake harp and lyre! 

 I will awaken the dawn.

People:   I will praise you, O LORD, among the nations, 

 I will sing of you among the peoples.

Leader:   For great is your love, reaching to the heavens; 

 your faithfulness reaches to the skies.

All:          Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; 

 let your glory be over all the earth.

 

 *Hymn 

  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Hymn 77

  

WE PRAY

 Prayer of Confession   The Rev. Randy Fannin

Heavenly Father, we wish for a life with no pain or suffering.  We long 

for a life with no trials or hardships.  We want a life with no storms or 

darkness.  But you never promised us such a life.  What you promised, 

instead, is that you would always be with us. What you promised, in-

stead, is that your grace will be suffi cient for whatever trials we face.  

What you promised, instead, is that One day we will be with you in 

a place of endless joy. LORD, forgive us for our false dreams and 

mistaken hopes. Forgive us, for believing that we are immune from 

pain and suffering.  When darkness is closing in, help us to shine with 

the light of Jesus Christ. In the storms of life, fi ll us with your peace 

and joy, that others might see our faith and believe in You.  We pray 

in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, AMEN.

 Assurance of Pardon

 * Response         I Want Jesus to Walk With Me 

I want Jesus to walk with me

I want Jesus to walk with me

All along my pilgrim journey

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me
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WE GIVE BACK TO GOD 

 Prayer of Dedication  Chris Dorsch

 

 Offertory    Sanctuary Choir

  I’ve Been In the Storm So Long

WE HEAR THE WORD  

 First Scripture Reading    Ann van der Merwe

  James 1:2-4 Pew Bible, page 854

   Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

   People: Thanks be to God.

 

 Video

  Joy 

 

 Second Scripture Reading   

  Acts 16:22-34 Pew Bible, pages 784-785 

    

 Sermon     The Rev. Peter Larson

  The Darkest Hour

 *The Apostles’ Creed     Rita Poth

  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead and buried;

   the third day he rose from the dead;

   he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God 

    the Father Almighty;

    from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen.

 Sacrament of Holy Communion
All are welcome to receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  

Upon receiving the bread and cup, please wait before partaking,  

so that we may do so together.

 

WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD

 *Closing Hymn       

  Rejoice, The Lord is King  Hymn 262

 Charge and Benediction        The Rev. Peter Larson

 Postlude             Julie Shelton

  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty    Gordon Young     

* Please stand if you are able

Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.

Assisted hearing devices are available--please see an usher. 
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Sunday, October 6, 2019
11:15 a.m. Worship Service

Welcome and Announcements

Ministry Minute       Steve Newby

 Advent Devotional 

 

Call to Worship  

  

Songs of Praise             

 Where the Soul Never Dies

 Life’s Railway to Heaven

                                                                                          

Prayer of Confession 

               

Song of Response 

 The Darkest Hour

Prayer of Dedication   

 

Offertory     

 Video: Joy 

Scripture Reading    

 Acts 16:22-34         

Message     The Rev. Peter Larson

 The Darkest Hour

The Apostles’ Creed     

Communion

Sending Song     

 Hallelujah, I’m Ready

Benediction The Rev. Peter Larson

    

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.

Live streaming during worship available in the Narthex.
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