
A week ago I was backpacking with my son and daughter in 
the wilds of the Pacific Northwest.   We explored ancient rain-
forests, swam on windswept beaches and marveled at the 
majesty of God’s creation. 
 
It was good to get off the grid, to 
drink in the silence and solitude.  At 
night, the only sound we heard was 
rain falling gently on our tent be-
neath towering hemlocks and ce-
dars. 
 
One of the highlights of our trip was 
watching the salmon migration.   
Every year, salmon return from the 
ocean to the rivers and streams 
where they were born.  Once they 
reach their birthplace, they spawn 
and die. 
 
How do the salmon find their way 
home?  Scientists believe the fish 
are guided by a small speck of iron 
in their brains that acts as a mag-
netic compass and homing signal.  This internal guidance sys-
tem allows them to navigate thousands of miles to find their 
way home! 
 
Also, salmon are equipped with an extraordinary sense of 
smell that enables them to detect the unique chemistry of the 
water.  Using their sense of smell, the salmon sniff their way 
to the exact spot where they were born. 
 
I am grateful for this scientific explanation.  However, I do not 
think it fully explains the mystery of the salmon and their mi-
gration.  For instance, how did that iron chip get embedded in 
their brains?  Who put it there?   
 
And, who gave the salmon their incredible sense of smell?  Is 
it possible for something so complex to evolve gradually or 
randomly?  Surely, it points to a designer and creator. 
 

Preaching Schedule 
Sunday, Oct. 6 
Communion Sunday 

 

The Darkest Hour  
Acts 16:22-34  

 

Sunday, Oct. 13 
 

A Reasonable Faith 
Acts 17:16-34 

 

Sunday, Oct. 20 
 

The Eye of the Storm  
Acts 27:27-44 

  

Sunday, Oct. 27 
 

Divine Detours  
Acts 27:13-26  

 

For a long time, I stood beside a rushing river and 
watched the salmon as they battled their way upstream.  
With incredible determination, the fish attempted to leap 
up a huge waterfall.  Often, they landed on rocks and 

had to wriggle their way uphill 
to reach a pool of water.  
 
Watching this spectacle, I 
wondered: What motivates the 
salmon to make such a diffi-
cult journey?  Of course, Dar-
win would say it is just natural 
selection – survival of the fit-
test. 
 
But is that really the answer?  
If the salmon simply wanted to 
survive, it would never begin 
such a painful journey. It 
would be much easier just to 
die in the ocean.  Is the salm-
on just driven by self-
preservation and nothing 
more? 

 
I believe something far greater is at work.  The salmon 
are driven by love - a love so fierce that it is willing to 
endure terrible pain and suffering.  A love that is willing 
to sacrifice its own life for unborn offspring that it will 
never live to see.  
 
In the journey of the salmon, we see a reflection of our 
Creator, who designed these magnificent fish.  Our crea-
tor loves us so fiercely that he suffered and died on the 
cross so that we might live. 
 
You see, the universe is not driven by self-preservation. 
It is driven by love.  It is love that drives us forward. 
   
Your servant in Christ,    
  
 Peter 
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Worship Services & Sunday School 
 8:45 a.m.   Traditional Worship  
10 a.m.   Christian Education 
11:15 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
 

Wednesday Nights Together starting Sept. 11 
5:30 p.m. Dinner    6:15 p.m. Classes and activities 
 
Senior Pastor            
The Rev. Peter Larson 
 

We are on the web! 

www.lebanonpresbyterian.org 
 

Like us on facebook! 

Lebanon Presbyterian Church 
Kairos  Cookies 

  
Please help make Kairos at Lebanon Correctional a suc-
cess by baking homemade cookies for the weekend.  Any 
kind of cookie is popular.  Brownies and Rice Krispie bars 
are very special treats.  Package them in one-gallon zip 
lock bags, two dozen per bag.  Pray for the KAIROS in-
mate participants as you bag your cookies.  This gift of 
agape love from the Christian community is often the gift 
that leads the way to a resident’s understanding of God’s 
love, forgiveness, healing and Christian renewal.  Bring 
them to church on Sunday, October 6.  There will be a 
table in the Narthex or call Mike and Ellen McIntosh at 
513-398-8185.  



iPray�
Prayer is the true and proper work of the Chris-
tian. The most active workers, thinkers  and 
fighters in the divine service in this world have 
been the most active in prayer. 
                       - Karl Barth 
 
Please pray for the following concerns of the 
church in the coming month: 
 
� For Daniel and Rachel Sachs as they minis-

ter to married couples through, the Marriage 
School/Third Option here at LPC. 

 
� For volunteers and children involved in our 

new after-school homework club and Bible 
study for 5th and 6th graders on Wednesday 
afternoons. 

 
� For the Long Range Planning Team as they 

prepare to present their recommendations to 
Session. 

 
� For the nominating committee as they seek 

men and women to serve as Elders and dea-
cons. 

 
� For the spiritual renewal of our church, com-

munity and the Evangelical Church, that the 
Holy Spirit would deepen our love for Jesus 
Christ. 

Hurricane Batters EPC Churches in Bahamas 
 
When Hurricane Dorian hit the Bahamas last month, it left behind a trail of death and 
devastation.  At least 53 people are dead and more than 1,300 are still missing. The 
storm affected more than 75,000 residents, many of whom were evacuated.  
 
In the wake of the storm, our church has joined in the relief effort.  Churches in the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church have contributed more than $140,000 to a special 
emergency relief fund.  So far, more than $115,000 has been sent to three EPC 
churches located in the Bahamas on Abaco, Freeport and Nassau. 
   
On the island of Abaco, storm surges topped 20 feet and hurricane winds gusted at 220 miles-an-hour.  The town of 
Marsh Harbor was obliterated, with more than $7 billion in estimated property damage. On nearby Treasure Cay, one 
survivor said, “It was like me opening the door to hell itself,” as he lay under the rafters of his house and prayed.  
 
Kirk of the Pines, an EPC church in Marsh Harbor, is still standing, but several church members perished in the hurri-
cane.  Pastor Gabe Swing has been “camping out” in the church building while he ministers to survivors who lost every-
thing in the storm. 
 
Our church contributed $3000 to help hurricane victims.  Part of the money was donated to Samaritan’s Purse and part 
of it to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church emergency relief fund.  

For the last few 
years I’ve had the 
pleasure of sharing 
the stories of God, 
His Word, and His 
people with about 30 
Pre-K children nearly 
every Wednesday 
morning throughout 
the school year. Ear-
ly on, I taught the 
kids a song that our 
children learned 
growing up while 
listening to the Ron 

Hamilton “Patch the Pirate” adventures. “Obedience” has become 
a favorite, not only with each year’s classes but also with the 
teachers. It seems that no matter the lesson, when we are talking 
about following God or being in relationship with authority figures, 
i.e. teachers or parents, the lyrics are always a fit. One recent 
morning as the kids were leaving chapel singing “Obedience,” I 
even heard one of the teachers asking her class, “What is obedi-
ence?” Check out these lyrics: 
 
Obedience is the very best way to show that you believe 
Doing exactly as the Lord commands, doing it happily 
Action is the key, do it immediately, joy you will receive 
Obedience is the very best way to show that you believe 
O-B-E-D-I-E-N-C-E 
Obedience is the very best way to show that you believe 
 
We want to live pure, we want to live clean, we want to do our best 
Sweetly submitting to authority, leaving to God the rest 
Walking in the light, keeping our attitude right, on the narrow way 
For if we believe the Word we receive, we always will obey 
O-B-E-D-I-E-N-C-E 
Obedience is the very best way to show that you believe 
 
You don’t know how it goes? Just ask one of the kids in our LPC 
Pre-school. Can you name all sixty-six books of the Bible in order? 
I can – because we taught it to our children in song. Music is a 
wonderful way to learn and retain important life lessons.  
 
Your friend in ministry together,                                                                                                                           
Rev. Randy Fannin,  
Pastoral Care and Deacon Ministries 

Name That Tune               
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Commitment 2019 
 
The Bible, from end to end, cover to cover is God's 
message to us, revealing who He is, who we are, 
why He made us, and how we can live life to the full. 
We desire for our Presbyterian Bible readers to de-
velop confidence in the Bible. We deny that the Bi-
ble is the Word of Man. It is the Word of God. It has 
come to us through a variety of human voices, but 
those voices have transmitted to us exactly what 
God wanted us to hear. In the Bible we have a relia-
ble chart and compass for navigating the troubled 
seas of a collapsing culture.  
 
Congratulations to Rev. Randy Fannin and Jerry 
Hentschel for reading the entire Bible. We are trust-
ing that in the next 100 days all of our committed 
readers will complete the journey.  As we approach 
2020, try to wrap your head and heart around read-
ing the Bible in a year for the first time or a repeat 
for good measure. 
 
The Bible Pushers, John and  Fran Morris 
 

Bible opportunity from  

Wycliffe Associates 
 
Please join us for a powerful evening of fellowship 
and food. And discover how God is working through 
national Bible translators everywhere to spread 
seeds on good soil. 
 
In communities around the world, a dry, barren land-
scape of war, violence and persecution once 
seemed to choke out all hope. But as faithful nation-
al churches spread the seeds of the gospel, God is 
plowing and watering the soil so that hearts can be 
transformed through the power of His translated 
Word. 
 
Come be inspired as table hosts, John and Fran 
Morris will introduce you to how you can help sow 
the seeds of the gospel that will advance Bible 
translation and point people to Christ.  The Banquet 
is Thursday, October 17 at 7 p.m. at Presidential 
Banquet Center in Kettering.  The meal and pro-
gram are free. Please RSVP to John/Fran 513-932-
0360 or johnandfranm@aol.com by Oct. 7. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This month we honor the following men and women for their  
loving service to Jesus Christ and the church. 
 
Phil Craig for removing debris. 
 
Roger Sims for trimming bushes. 
 
Bob, Michelle, Nate and Nicole Johnson for painting Room 
306. 
 
Dave Kuyper for fixing emergency lighting fixtures and other 
various electrical jobs. 
 
Doug and Paulette Rhinehart and Grandma’s Garden for 
sprucing up the landscape and adding beautiful mums. 
 
Tony & Mindy Moore and Cardinal Landscaping for keeping 
our grounds mowed and trimmed.   
 
Don Earnhart and Brad Bondurant for cutting in and prepping 
the Choir Room for painting. 
 
The Ridgley Family for painting the Choir Room. 
 
Zach Kinkleaar for creating the Sanctuary Media Systems 
Training Manual. 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You 
 
Dear Precious LPC Family, 
 
I Praise and Thank God for His Grace and His LPC 
Family of Faith!  BIG Thanks for your love and prayers 
that God used to bless David and me as we walked 
through the valley of David’s fight against cancer.  The 
cards, notes, phone calls, visits, hugs, food and kind 
words touched our hearts with encouraging support.  
BIG Thanks to the Pastors, LPC Staff, Elders, Deacons 
and all who helped us celebrate David’s life on July 
25th  during the visitation, memorial service and lunch 
reception.  The Service gave Glory to God through mu-
sic and words that eased our sorrow and gave us Joy 
and Hope.  I pray God blesses you abundantly for the 
many personal ways you shared the love of Christ with 
me and our family.  God’s Presence is “seen” and felt 
through His People! 
 
Love and hugs, Joyce Palmer  

What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship by Rick McNeely    
Fun Exploring the Organ! 
 

On August 31, six LPC children and their parents joined me for 

our first Pipe Organ Encounter. The students learned about all 

the buttons, knobs, pedals, and keys that make the organ “go”. 

We also took a tour of the area where the pipes are located and 

learned about the different materials that make the pipes, the 

reason for different pipe lengths, how the wind produces sound, 

and more. We learned about the antiphonal pipes in the balcony, 

including the organ “toy,” the zimbelstern. Then each child got 

the opportunity to perform with their feet, as they played the bass 

notes to “Jesus Loves Me” while we sang. The hour concluded 

with me performing “Toccata in D Minor” by J.S. Bach, so that the kids could feel the 

full power of the organ up close and personal!  

 

More Pipe Organ Explorations will occur in the future, for both children and adults,  

so please stay tuned! In the meantime,  I extend an open invitation to any young per-

son who would like to come up and watch me play the Postlude at the conclusion of 

the service on any and all Sundays. You can also try out the organ with my supervi-

sion.  

 

LPC is blessed to have such a magnificent pipe organ.  It was my pleasure to intro-

duce some of our youngest to the instrument - and I look forward to many future Pipe 

Organ Encounters.  

 

Julie Shelton 

Christmas Concert Update 
The choir has begun working on music for this year’s Christmas Concert which will feature the choir, piano, organ, oboe, 

bells, brass, strings, and percussion; under the baton of LPC’s own Roger McMurrin. If you would like to sing with the choir 

for this event, please join us on Wednesday evenings, for one hour rehearsals in the sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. We will re-

hearse each week excluding the day before Thanksgiving. The concert will be offered Wednesday evening, December 18 

at 7:30 p.m. We need as many voices as we can get for this spectacular event. Come sing with us! 

 

43:19 
There have been a number of changes to the 11:15 worship gathering. There are still more on the way.  We are calling 

this effort 43:19 and if you haven’t been to the second service in a while, you might want to come check it out. Through 

these changes, we are focusing on Isaiah 43:19-21. Some changes are subtle. Some will be quite noticeable. Our prayer 

for this work is to help create an experience of worship that is rooted, relevant, and real. Rooted in the traditions of our 

faith. Relevant to where we find ourselves today as individuals and as a fellowship. And real in our worship, real with each 

other, giving ourselves and those around us permission to be quiet and meditative, or passionate and expressive as God 

leads each of us into something new. Into more deeply worshipping God in spirit and in truth. 

43:19. Rooted. Relevant. Real. Let’s worship together! 

The LPC Book Group will meet on October 10, in 
Room 311 at 7-8:30 p.m.  We are reading Magic 
Hour  by Kristin Hannah, a mystery about a young child 
who appears out of no where, alone and mute, from 
the northwest woods. A child psychiatrist, with prob-
lems of her own, learns from her sister about the child 
and is determined to help her toward a normal 
life.  Everyone is welcome to join the discussion.  If you 
wish further information, call Carol Carraway at 513-
228-0537. 
 
 

Coming Alongside 
 
All women in the church are invited to join together Tues-
day, October 15 at noon for friendship and lunch at Johnny 
Chan’s in Montgomery; 11296 Montgomery Rd. Cincinnati, 
OH 45249.  Please contact Sue Baumann to RSVP by 
email at cartoonzlady@yahoo.com or call 513-228-0881. 
  



Children’s Ministry News  
                           by Ann van der Merwe 

Who is God? 
 
We are potty training a puppy at our 
house, so I have spent a LOT of time 
over the past few weeks cleaning up 
puppy messes. Then, there are the 
messes made by my kids. And the 
messes made by our cats. As I clean 
up one mess, I find another…and 
another…and another. It never ends. 
 
But it made me think about how God 
does the same thing for me. I sin; he 
forgives. I sin again; he forgives again. 
He never gives up on me. He is faithful 

in cleaning up my life as he watches me grow.  
 
I know this because I KNOW God. I know he is my father. I know he has 
sacrificed for me and he calls me to a life of sacrifice…of repeated tasks…
and of humility, patience, and love.   
 
It is SO important that our kids know God, too. They need to know who he 
is, what he has done, and what he continues to do. That is why we are 
spending time in small groups on Wednesdays talking about God using de-
votions from Thoughts to Make Your Heart Sing by Sally Lloyd-Jones. Each 
week, we focus on a different attribute of God and each group creates a 
piece of Word Art to express that aspect of God’s nature.    
 

Encounter Fall 2019 Schedule 
 
October 
Saturday, October 5  Nerf Night 7-10 p.m. 
Sunday, October 6 Seek First Prayer 6-7 p.m. (Prayer 
 for students night) 
Sunday, October 6 Encounter at Wendy’s 7-8 p.m. 
Monday, October 7 Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m. 
Sunday, October 13 2-5 p.m. Hero Run/Walk for  
 Mental Health Awareness $20 
Sunday, October 13 Encounter at LPC 6 p.m. Dinner      
             7-8:30 p.m. Depression & Suicide Discussion 
Sunday, October 20 Encounter at LPC 7-8:30 p.m. 
Sunday, October 27 Encounter at LPC 7-8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 30 Encounter & Evolve  
 Halloween Party 

Evolve Fall 2019 Schedule 
 

October 
Wednesday, October 2 Evolve at LJHS Football  
 6:30-8 p.m. (vs Springboro) 
Saturday, October 5 Nerf Night 7-10 p.m. 
Sunday, October 6 Seek First Prayer 6-7 p.m. (Prayer 
 for students night) 
Monday, October 7 Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 9 Evolve 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 16 Evolve 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 23 Evolve Movie Night 
Wednesday, October 30 Evolve & Encounter 
 Halloween Party  

Family Movie Night 
 

is BACK starting  

Friday, October 4  
 

The featured movie will be Wall•E.  We’ll 

have pizza and sodas at 6:30 p.m.  and 

start the movie and popcorn around 7 

p.m. The cost is still only $7 per family. So 

bring your friends, family and neighbors 

and join us! 

Spiritual Conversations 
        By Andrew Johnson 
 

 

What if our pastor got up in the pulpit on Sunday 
and said “Instead of worship today everyone is 

going out around town and share the Gospel. We’ve divide up 
Lebanon and here is your map and these are your streets.  
Now Go!"  You might be pretty anxious about knocking on 
doors and making cold calls.  You might say evangelism just 
isn’t my gift. Many Christians today (47%) now think that it’s 
wrong to share your faith.  Sharing your faith on a street cor-
ner seems like a pretty scary undertaking.  Many Christians 
today (53%) think that it is the local church’s job to convert 
people to Christianity. Because of our fear of sharing our faith 
and our reliance on Church programs we sit in our easy 
chairs and watch. 
 
Each and every Christian is called to share their faith with 
those around them.  In Acts 1, Jesus tells His Church that we 
are His Witness to the world. Evangelism as we commonly 
think of it can be scary. Social pressure keeps us from doing 
things that might single us out at work or at school.  So how 
can you be a witness to the world?  This fall our high school 
youth group, Encounter, is discussing how students can 
“Share Jesus” with those around them.  We’re taking an ap-
proach to evangelism that is less about shouting and more 
about sharing. 
 
Over the next months, students will engage the idea of en-
gaging others in spiritual conversations.  We will learn to 
share Jesus by noticing the needs of others, loving others 
well, welcoming neighbors into our lives and praying for peo-
ple we meet in our day to day life.  We will learn to ask good 
questions that draw others into deeper conversations, listen 
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to others without un-solicited responses, share our faith story, 
be a leader in group faith discussions, and draw people into 
opportunities to serve together.  Please pray for our students 
as they begin to act out and share the call of Christ to make 
disciples of all nations. 


