
The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord 
of the harvest…to send out workers into his harvest field. 
            - Luke 10:2 
 

I  live on a small farm where we raise cows and horses.               Every winter, we go through about 500 bales of hay to 
feed our livestock.   
 
By May, the hay is gone 
and the barn is empty. As 
every farmer knows, we 
have to go out and get 
more hay. This cycle nev-
er ends. Every year, there 
is the hard work of going 
out and bringing in the 
hay.  
 
The church is God’s barn 
and the world is His har-
vest field. All around us, 
there are people who 
need to know Jesus.  
They are lost and lonely, 
living in sorrow, grief and 
despair.  Our job is to go out and bring them to Christ. 
 
The question is: are we doing that?  Are you bringing in the 
harvest? 
 
What often happens in the church is we wait for people to 
walk in the building. We believe that with the right kind of mu-
sic or style of worship, people will come to church and be 
saved. 
 
However, this is an illusion.  It’s like a farmer who waits for his 
empty barn to magically fill up with hay. That will never hap-
pen!  If we wait for people to walk in the building,  pretty soon 
the church will be empty. We need to go out and bring them 
in! 

Sunday, Aug. 4 
Communion Sunday 

 

No Other Name  
Acts 4:5-20 
John 3:16-21  

 

Sunday, Aug. 11 
 

A Man Called Stephen  
Acts 6:8-15; 6:51-8:1 
Philippians 3:4b-10 

 

Sunday, Aug. 18 
 

The Man Who  
Hated Jesus  
Acts 9:1-16   

 

Sunday, Aug. 25 
 

Us and Them 
Acts 10:24-48  

 
 

A harvest is urgent work. If you hesitate or delay, it will 
rot in the field and be lost forever.  Every available work-
er is needed and you don’t quit working until the crop is 
safely stored in the barn. 
 
The same is true in the church.  Evangelism is not the 

work of the pastor 
or trained profes-
sionals. Nor is it a 
church program.  
Evangelism is the 
urgent work of eve-
ry Christian believ-
er.  Starting in July, 
I will be preaching a 
series of sermons 
called, “A Church 
on Fire,”  based on 
the Book of Acts.  
In the Book of Acts, 
the church was 
m i s s i on - d r i v en . 
They understood 
that the urgent work 
of the church is to 

carry out the mission Jesus had given them – to go out 
and be His witnesses to the world. 
 
If you are wondering how to share your faith, the Book of 
Acts is a great training manual. Those early Christians 
didn’t wait for people to come to church.  Instead, they 
boldly carried the message to people who needed to 
hear it.  It was a church on fire, and the fire spread quick-
ly to the entire ancient world. 
 
During this sermon series, we will be asking you to pray 
specifically for friends and neighbors who don’t know 
Jesus and to write their names on a prayer wall.  Also, 
we will provide you with some simple, practical ways you 
can be a witness to Christ where you live and work. 
 

Your servant in Christ,    

 Peter 
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iPray�
Give attention to your servant’s prayer and his 
pleas for mercy, O LORD my God. Hear the cry 
and the prayer that your servant is praying. 
             - 1 Kings 8:28 
 
Please pray for the following needs and con-
cerns of the church in the coming month: 
 
� For the African Children’s Choir as they per-

form in concert here July 17. 
 
� For Karen Kilpatrick and the small group 

planning team, that God would draw us into 
deeper relationships and the desire to share 
life together.  

 
� For our IHN guest families and volunteers as 

we provide hospitality the week of July 28. 
 
� For Skyler Gerald as he preaches on Sun-

day, July 21. 
 
� For the Family Fun Festival July 20 in Pleas-

ant Park, that we might share the love of 
Christ with those living in our church neigh-
borhood. 

 
� For the spiritual renewal of our church, com-

munity and the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church, that the Holy Spirit would deepen 
our love for Jesus Christ. 

Session Report 
 
The Session of LPC took the following actions at our June 17 
monthly meeting: 
� Approved three new members including:  Deryk and Nel-

lie Frank, by letter of transfer from Montgomery Presby-
terian Church; Vila Jean Smith, by letter of transfer from 
Petaluma Valley Baptist church in California. 

 
� Approved the baptism of one of our new members, Dave 

Siebert. 
 
� Approved a recommendation from the Building and 

Grounds Committee creating a new pet policy. The policy 
requires owners to keep their dogs at heel and on a leash 
when they are inside the church buildings. 

 
� Received evaluation forms for the annual evaluation of 

Pastor Peter Larson 

I’ve never been particularly accurate at forecasting God’s 
timetable, whether for myself or others; however, I’m sure of 
one thing – God is always on time. The account of Jesus 
raising Lazarus from the dead illustrates what I am saying. 
Lazarus (John 11) was very sick. There were those who ex-
pected Jesus to respond immediately, but he didn’t. If the 
Lord Jesus would have arrived when others expected him to, 
then Lazarus’ healing would not have had the same effect. 
Showing up a couple of days after Lazarus had been buried 
not only resulted in a work that convinced Mary and Martha 
that he was indeed the Messiah, but would also move the 
hands on the redemption clock closer to the crucifixion of our 
Lord, and to His resurrection. 
 
Are you anxious or impatient about time? I wish I could say 
that the thought of being late doesn’t bother me. It does. Yet, 
on countless occasions as I’ve unexpectedly been called 
upon to be present with someone during a critical time, I 
have found that as I submit to God’s timeline, I get there 
when I’m supposed to be, and it always works out. 
 
Karen’s mom would often make reference to one of her fa-
vorite hymns: 

In His time, In His time,  
He makes all things beautiful, in His time. 
Lord please show me every day  
as You're teaching me Your way 
That You do just what You say, in Your time. 
 
In Your time, in Your time.  
You make all things beautiful in Your time. 
Lord, my life to You I bring.  
May each song I have to sing, 
Be to you a lovely thing, in Your time. 

 

 
Bereavement Team  
 

This Spring, our Bereavement Team offered a five (5) week 
group, “A Time to Grieve,” with four (4) participants. In May, 
we hosted our Annual Memorial Services paying tribute to 37 
of our loved ones. As it seems we may not need to have a 
group this Fall at LPC, we are prepared to assist and support 
Pastor Steve Cramer as he plans a group at the Lebanon 
United Methodist Church. Dr. Rita Poth will still lead our “Not 
Just Surviving the Holidays” class following dinner on No-
vember 13, in conjunction with the final evening of our Fall 
Wednesday Nights Together program. 

In God’s Time                                                                                                                                                                       By Rev. Randy Fannin, Pastoral Care and Deacon Ministries                                                                                                                                                     
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The Session of LPC approved 16 new members at our 
June 9 special meeting, including:  
 
Chris Wismer by reaffirmation of faith; Dave Siebert by 
confession of faith; David and Diane Jelley by reaffirma-
tion of faith; Douglas Frank by letter of transfer from 
Montgomery Presbyterian Church; Michelle Johnson by 
reaffirmation of faith; Bob Johnson by reaffirmation of 
faith; Nicole Johnson by reaffirmation of faith; Nate John-
son by reaffirmation of faith; Dale Johnson by reaffirma-
tion of faith; Brad and Tari Heath by reaffirmation of faith; 
Ed Kuehn by reaffirmation of faith; Mike and Rhea Vez-
mar by letter of transfer from the United Methodist 
Church at Otterbein; Megan Workaman by letter of trans-
fer from North Cincinnati Community Church. 
 
 

Senior Saints Shuttle 
 

Thanks to the willingness of volunteer drivers and the 
planning of our LPC Deacon Transportation Team, our 
Senior Saints Shuttle is now available to provide rides to 
our senior saints who can no longer drive themselves to 
church for designated LPC events and worship services. 
For more information on how to register, call the church 
office at 932-2751. 
 

Deacon Shepherding Ministry  
 

The Deacon Shepherding Ministry is one of our newest 
efforts to help new members of the LPC family get inte-
grated into the life of our busy fellowship. 
 

Seek First Sunday 
 
Our August 4 Seek First Sunday prayer gathering will fo-
cus on LPC Adult Education. We hope you’ll join us at      
6 p.m. in the Atrium here at LPC. 

Ice Cream Social  
 

Missional Small Groups will host an ice-cream social on 
Thursday, July 25 at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Brad and 
Shelly Bondurant, 200 Briargate Dr., Lebanon. If you are 
interested in being part of a future small group, we urge 
you to join us for refreshments and fellowship and to meet 
the members of our current Missional Small Group Team. 
Contact is Karen Kilpatrick at larkar3466@gmail.com or 
513-934-6245. 
 
 

Commitment 2019  
 
Christianity is defined by God's Word--not man's. For over 
2,000 years the church has taken its instructions from the 
Holy Bible. The Bible doesn't contain God's Word--the Bi-
ble is God's Word. As you enter the second half of 2019 
continue to stay faithful to your daily Bible reading. We 
have come this far and look forward to a great finish in His 
Word.  
 
The Bible pushers John and Fran Morris 
 



Children’s Ministry News  
                           by Ann van der Merwe 
One family has come to Sunday School for the first time and heard their young son talk about how he learned about Jesus. 
Another family has received a gift and witnessed God at work in their lives. A preteen found faith, friends, and community.   
 
All of these things happened this summer at LPC, the fruit of ministries like VBS and Engage Summer Camp. To everyone 
who served, prayed, and supported these ministries in any way…this is what God has done with your time, your prayers, 
and your gifts. 
 
And He isn’t done working in the lives of children and families at LPC. We are gearing up for more ways to minister to chil-
dren and families. Here’s just a bit of what is coming next…  
 

 
LPC Family Day at the YMCA Outdoor Pool 
Sunday, July 14 from 2 - 5 p.m. 
 
Grab your beach towels and swim gear and join us at the Countryside YMCA for an afternoon of rest and relaxation with 
other LPC families. You do NOT need a YMCA membership – just come to the outdoor pool entrance and tell them you 
are with LPC. Feel free to invite friends and neighbors, too! 
  
If you have not been to the Countryside YMCA before, there are three pools available to suit all ages—a baby wading pool 
with waterfall for children under 5, a mini-water park adventure for kids of all ages, and a large outdoor pool with a variety 
of depths as well as a diving board and waterslide. Children under 6 must have an adult in a swimsuit with them at all 
times. Older children may swim in shallow areas on their own or pass a swim test to go anywhere.  
  
 

Lunch with the African Children’s Choir 
Thursday, July 18 at Noon 
 
Let your kids enjoy some time for fun, fellowship, and cultural exchange with the children of the African Children’s Choir 
the day after their concert at LPC!  
 
Just pack a sack lunch for your kids and make it like what the ACC kids will eat and we will join them at noon in Fellowship 
Hall Room 101. They typically enjoy leftovers or a combination of protein (hard boiled eggs, jerky, yogurt, etc.) along with 
fruit, vegetables, and a drink. Also, they are not allowed candy, chocolate or soda, so please do not include these.   
 

 
Back to School Open House 
Wednesday, August 21 from 6 - 7:30 p.m. 
 
Start the new school year with the LPC Children’s Ministry! Kids will start the evening in their respective spaces (Embrace, 
Explore, Excite, Engage) where they will meet their leaders and enjoy some small group activities. Parents will also have 
an opportunity to learn about how they can get plugged in. Then, families will reunite for fellowship, corn hole in the ARK, 
and treats from Kona Ice outside!  
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This month we honor the following men and women for their  
loving service to Jesus Christ and the church. 
 
All the volunteers who helped with disaster relief and cleanup 
after tornadoes struck Dayton, including:  Andrew Klenk, Justin 
Lucas, Katrina and Dan Grimwood, Tina and Jeff Isbel, Ra-
chel Jaynes, Inga Kimple, Wallace Kimple, Doug and Kristi 
Eickman, Joe Ryan and his team at Reliable Electric, Andy 
Rainey, Alex Gamber and Debbie Snider. 
 
All of the LPC members who donated emergency supplies and 
drinking water for victims of the Dayton tornadoes. 
 
Judy and Myron McClure for hosting 45 Prime Timers at their 
farm in June. 
 
Lee Bollow for volunteering to co-lead the Engage summer 
camp for 5th and 6th graders. 
 
Margo Lowry and Rachael Earley who transported our Junior 
High Students to and from Camp Stronghold  
 
Dave and Patty Kuyper for changing out numerous ballasts. 
   
Dave Lupberger and Roger Sims for painting Fellowship Hall. 
 
Chad Flaig, Dave Kouns, George Meloy, Jerry Taylor, Jim 
VanDeGrift, and Walt Wymer for painting room 102. 
 
Skyler Gerald, Andrew Klenk and Morgan Reece for painting 
room 309. 
 
Phil Craig and Scott Hobbs for removing the bell for refurbish-
ment. 
 
Phil Craig, Dave Kuyper, Dave Lupberger, Rick Oliver, Rog-
er Sims, Neil Tunison and Mark van Staalduinen for organiz-
ing the Annual Church Picnic.   
 
Roger Sims for trimming bushes.   
 
Phil Craig, Rick Oliver and Roger Sims for assembling the 
lawnmower.   
 

Day Care/Preschool  
Teachers Needed 
 
Now accepting applications for full or part time teach-
ing staff. We open at 6:45 a.m. and close at 5:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Hours could include either 
opening or closing times. Applicants must have a high 
school diploma at minimum. Experience in a child-
care/preschool center and knowledge of Step Up to 
Quality is preferred but not mandatory. A background 
check and physical would be required at hire. Appli-
cants must display a Christian attitude and the desire 
to nurture young children. Our children range from 
age 2 1/2 through 6th grade.  Please apply at LPC 
Preschool & Daycare in the Lebanon Presbyterian 
Church, 123 N. East Street, Lebanon, Ohio 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. (Our entrance is in the back of the building.)  
 
You may email your resume to LPCpsdc@gmail.com 
or call Cindy Chambers or Krista Huffman at 513-932-
0369. 

New Pet Policy     
 

We have had some very well-behaved pets visit LPC, 
however, we have also had a few minor incidenc-
es.  So in an effort to maintain the safety and cleanli-
ness of our building, Session has approved the follow-
ing policy: Dogs are the only animals permitted in Leb-
anon Presbyterian Church (LPC) unless prior authori-
zation for special events or special circumstances has 
been approved by the Building and Grounds Team.  
All dogs must be vaccinated and appropriately se-
cured (leashed or safely confined) at all times.  LPC 
reserves the right to prohibit any pet from being in the 
church building for any reason, and LPC may modify 
this policy, or any portion thereof, at any time, without 
notice. 

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You 
Dear LPC Family, 
 

My special thanks to so many LPC friends who were 
generous with beautiful get-well cards and prayers 
prior to and following my March surgery. I felt loved 
with each card, comment and call. Thanks, too, to 
Randy who visited before, after and on the morning of 
my surgery.  How blessed we are with such a loving 
church family.                                      Carol Carraway 
 



LPC Library  
Featured Book of the Summer: 
 

Faith Through Flames: The Jim VanDeGrift Story 
 
Many in the LPC family will remember June 5, 1997 as a day 
when they, and the whole of Lebanon, were called upon to 
pray for a miracle.  Severely burned in an accident, the town’s 
beloved “Coach” was not expected to survive his injuries.  
Their prayers continued, surrounding and supporting the 
VanDeGrift family during the prolonged struggle of Jim’s recov-
ery.  
 
The miracle God provided, bringing life out of tragedy, started 
long before the summer of 1997, and continues today.  It is a 
miracle that transformed Jim, renewing his focus on Christ, 
knowing that he had been gifted by God’s grace to share his 
deepened faith with others.  It is a miracle that has molded and 
redirected the lives of many individuals God placed in Jim’s 
life. It is a miracle of faith, God’s power, and the love all of us 
as God’s beloved children are called to share. 
 
The VanDeGrift family and the friends who witnessed this mir-
acle hope that reading this book will renew readers’ faith and 
spur them to put that faith into action. 

What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship by Rick McNeely    
Sanctuary Choir to begin rehearsals for 2019-2020 
 
The Sanctuary Choir will begin rehearsals on Wednesday, August 7 at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. There are a number of 
exciting things coming up this season for the choir. For those of you who are not currently singing in the choir, but should 
be (you know who you are, my friends). Now is an excellent time to start! For example, LPC’s own Roger McMurrin will be 
leading the choir for our Christmas event, which looks like it will be something extraordinary! Let me ask you this… How 
many opportunities does one get to sing in a choir conducted by a world class concertmaster?  That alone is reason 
enough to join the choir, but there is so much more. As always, there is LPC’s outstanding music staff to work with you and 
help you. There are many exciting pieces of music in a variety of styles scheduled for this season, and I hear there may 
even be a new men’s chorus forming! Then, there is what just might be the choirs greatest asset, the members themselves 
and the fellowship they share together. Think of it. All this and we haven’t even touched on the proven health benefits of 
singing with a choir!  
 
At our peak, we have had 52 members in the choir. Our goal for the upcoming season is to have at least 30 singers in the 
choir week to week. Remember, there are no auditions and everyone is welcome. From the young to the young at heart; 
the trained to the novice, WE NEED YOU!  We have big dreams that cannot happen until we have a substantial increase in 
the number of singers on every part. So please, pray about it and come join us for a season of singing like no other! 

Historic Church Bell 
Gets Restoration  
 
After 175 years of faithful service, our historic church bell 
is being cleaned and restored to its original beauty.  
   
Cast in 1844 by a Cincinnati foundry, the bronze bell hung 
for 81 years in the church steeple until it was toppled by a 
windstorm in 1956. The steeple and bell crashed into a 
nearby car, but no one was injured. The steeple was 
eventually rebuilt, but the bell was replaced with a new 
system of electronic chimes. The old bell was displayed in 
the exterior sign in the northeast corner of the church 
property, at Warren and East Streets, where it still stands 
today. The bell is being restored by the Verdin Company 
in Cincinnati. The project will cost about $2,900 and take 
about 60 days.  In addition, the two main signs outside the 
church are being repaired and restored with a new stone 
façade, new message doors and new message lettering.  
The entire project will cost about $25,000. 
 
“The old signs were beginning to crumble and were in 
danger of falling down,” explained Pastor Peter Larson. 
“By making these improvements, I believe it will enhance 
the beauty of the church and preserve an important part of 
our history.” 
 

Come join the African Children’s Choir as they perform at LPC during their US Tour! The Choir will be performing on 
Wednesday, July 17 at 7 p.m. in the Ark. Come and experience a performance that shows the beauty, dignity and potential 
of each African child! Admission will be free for all ages; a free-will offering will follow the Choir’s concert. 
 
The African Children’s Choir melts the hearts of audiences with their charming smiles, beautiful voices and lively African 
songs and dances. The “Just As I Am” tour combines traditional hymns with African cultural sounds and a stunning visual 
story of God’s faithfulness. Nearly every performance is concluded with a thunderous standing ovation! In spite of the trag-
edy that has marred their young lives, the children are radiant with hope, musically gifted and always wonderfully entertain-
ing. 
 
The free-will offering will help support the Music for Life Institute. The African Children’s Choir has been Music for Life’s 
major international program during its 34-year history. Music for Life (MFL) has relief and development programs in seven 
African countries. MFL has currently educated over 52,000 children and hundreds of thousands of lives have been impact-
ed by their international relief and development programs. 
 
Don’t miss out on this uniquely immersive worship experience through song, dance and video story-telling! 

African Children’s Choir in Concert July 17 



Camp Stronghold 
 
Camp Stronghold is a place where students in 
6th-8th grade hear the Gospel preached simply 
and relevantly in a fun, active and safe environ-
ment. This year 24 students travelled with 6 
leaders to Oregon, IL in June. Consider continu-
ing your support by praying for God to continue 
to use the relationships built and seeds planted 
at camp for his glory. 

Encounter Yakama Mission 
Trip 
 
The Yakama are a first nation people living in the 
Yakima Valley in central Washington.  Over the 
week of July 4, 13 students and 4 adults travelled to 
White Swan, WA to minister to the Yakama through 
Sacred Road Ministries at Hope Fellowship Church.  
We were challenged physically by the desert envi-
ronment and by the requirements of ministry.  God 



5th and 6th Grade 
Summer Camp 



Annual Church Picnic 
 

We had another wonderful time of great fellowship and 
good food at our Annual Church Picnic.  We appreciated 
the relaxing setting and the opportunity to visit with one 
another and enjoy some fun activities.       

Discover  LPC Spring Class: Doug Frank, Nellie Frank, Deryk 
Frank, Brad and Tari Heath, David and Diane Jelley, Bob and 
Michelle Johnson, Nicole Johnson, Nathan Johnson, Dale John-
son, Ed Kuehn, Dave Siebert, Vila Smith, Mike and Rhea Vezmar, 
Chris Wismer and Megan Workman. 

Tornado Relief 
 

When deadly tornadoes struck the Dayton area in May, our church responded by sending two volunteer teams to assist 
with tree removal and cleanup.  In addition, we provided $1,500 in bottled water to Red Cross shelters, and restaurant gift 
cards.  The gift cards were distributed to families at Kirkmont Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Beaver Creek who had 
no electrical power.  In the week after the tornadoes, we also collected household items and cleaning supplies and other 
items that were delivered to Matthew 25 Ministries for distribution.  Currently, we are seeking long-term opportunities to 
assist needy families in Dayton and help them rebuild.  

Community Blood Center honors spon-

sors and coordinators for blood drive 

excellence with annual membership 

awards in the LifeSaving Ambassadors 

Club! 

 

 100% or more of annual blood drive  

  collection goals. 

 95 to 99% of annual collection goals. 

 90 to 94% of annual collection goals. 

 

Lebanon Presbyterian Church received 

the Platinum Award for sponsoring win-

ning blood drives. 

Blood Center Honors LPC 

General Assembly  
             by  Skyler Gerald 
     

This past month I had the great privi-
lege of attending the 39th General 
Assembly for the EPC at Cherry 
Creek Presbyterian Church in Den-
ver, CO. It was a wonderful time of 
worship, fellowship, and learning. I 
was able to reconnect with a few pas-
tors and ministry leaders from EPC 
churches all over including Héctor 
Reynoso of Genesis Presbyterian 
Church in Mercedes, Texas.  
  

One of the highlights was hearing 
Andrew Brunson speak about his two 
year experience of wrongful captivity 
in Turkey. At the end of his Tuesday 
morning session we sang a song he 
had written during his imprisonment. 
EPC Stated Clerk Jeff Jeremiah said, 
“We sang this last year in Memphis 

after Andrew’s daughter Jacqueline shared remarks with us. The final word was ‘we will sing this together next year in 
Denver with Andrew’”. By God’s grace, we did. In addition to the larger worship and teaching sessions, there were many 
smaller learning sessions that covered a large variety of topics. I attended some on children/family ministry, session meet-
ing practice, reformed theology, and young adults ministry. I learned so much from those sessions and left feeling very 
encouraged. I am very thankful for the opportunity to again attend GA and to be a part of a church who has very charitably 
sent me. 
 

Andrew Brunson (second from left) speaks at General Assembly. 
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