
Jesus was crucified, dead and buried but on the third day he 

rose again.  As Christians,  that is our faith and our hope. 

 

But let me ask you this: has Easter changed you?  Has it 
changed your vision and values?  Has it changed your goals 
and priorities?  Has it 
changed your reason for 
living?  Does Easter 
make a difference in your 
life – or not? 

 

On Easter morning, the 
disciples were sunk in 
grief and sorrow.  Their 
hope was gone, their 
dreams shattered. They 
were discouraged, de-
pressed and broken-
hearted.  Spiritually, they 
were at rock bottom. 

 

But then they saw the risen LORD.  Instantly, they went from 
grief to joy, from gloom to hope, from fear to faith, from doubt 
to certainty. It was almost as if the disciples themselves had 
risen from death to life. 

 

How do you explain this sudden transformation? It wasn’t psy-
chology, self-help or positive thinking. It was the experience of 
seeing Jesus alive!  Easter produced a deep and lasting 
change in their lives. 

 

The truth is that Easter changes everything. By faith, we en-
counter the living LORD.  By faith, we experience the power of 
the resurrection in our own lives – the same power that raised 
Jesus from death to life.  How does Easter change us?  Three 
ways: 
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Sunday, April 7 
Communion Sunday 

 

Are You Sleeping?  
Mark 14:32-42 

Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

Sunday, April 14 
Palm Sunday 

 

All the Wrong Reasons  
Mark 11:1-10  

Sunday, April 21 
Easter Sunday 

 

Is There Life After 
Death?  

Luke 24:1-8  
 

Sunday, April 28 
Scout Sunday 

 

Follow Me!  
Matthew 4:18-22 

First, Easter gives us new joy. When the Apostle Paul 
was in prison, bound in chains, still he could proclaim: 
“Rejoice in the LORD always! Again, I say, re-
joice!” (Philippians 4:4).  No matter what trials we are 
going through we rejoice because Jesus is alive and with 
us in our suffering.  

  

Second, Easter gives 
us new courage.  Si-
mon Peter bragged that 
he would die for Jesus, 
but his courage failed.  
Peter denied Jesus 
three times. But after 
Easter, Peter was trans-
formed into a fearless 
Apostle who wasn’t 
afraid of anything.  In the 
end, Peter was crucified 
in Rome, still proclaim-
ing his faith in Jesus. 

 

Third, Easter gives us new hope.  As Christians, our 
hope isn’t based on anything in this world.  Our hope is 
based, instead, on the resurrection, eternal life and the 
glory that awaits us.  For that reason, our hope is inde-
structible. Like Job, we can proclaim, “I know that my 
redeemer lives…and I myself will see him!” (John 19:25-
27).  

 

As Christians, we do not worship a dead hero but a living 
Lord.  The One who conquered the grave lives in us.  
The One who triumphed over the power of sin and evil 
lives in us.  The One who ascended into heaven lives in 
us.  What a difference that makes! 

  

Your servant in Christ,    

 Peter 
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iPray�
Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray so 
that you will not fall into temptation. 
   - Luke 22:46 
 
Please pray for the following needs of the 
church in the coming month: 
 
� For our Holy Week worship services, that 

Jesus will be lifted up and people will be  
drawn to him. 

 
� For the Easter Eggstravaganza on Satur-

day, April 6, that many children would 
come and hear the message of Easter. 

 
� For the Deacons of LPC, that God would 

reward and give them joy as they serve 
and care for our congregation. 

 
� For Pastor Hector Reynoso and Genesis 

Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Mer-
cedes, Texas that God would grow and 
revitalize that congregation, and that God 
would provide the funds they need to con-
struct a church building. 

 
� For the spiritual renewal of our church, 

community and the Evangelical Presbyter-
ian Church, that the Holy Spirit would 
deepen our love for Jesus.  

Visitation Ministry 2.0 by Pastor Randy Fannin                                                                                                

Session Report 
 
The Session of Lebanon Presbyterian Church took the following actions at our March 18 monthly meeting: 
 
� Approved a recommendation from Pastor Larson that our congregation host a meeting of Midwest Presbytery sched-

uled for February 21-22, 2020. 
 
� Received a report from elder commissioners who attended the February 15-16 meeting of Midwest Presbytery in 

South Charleston. 
 
� Approved a request from Jake Rhinehart to be removed from the membership rolls because he is attending a church 

in Dayton. 
 
� Approved a recommendation from the Personnel Ministry Team to hire Leslie Fisher as the new nursery ministry   

director (a part-time position). 
 
� Approved a recommendation from the Mission Ministry Team for a Palm Sunday Love offering to help the Genesis 

Church in Mercedes, Texas to raise funds to construct a church building. 
 
� Received a report from Rick McNeely on the Isaacs concert which was attended by more than 500 people.  Ticket 

sales, concessions and sponsorship resulted in a net profit of about $2,500 which will provide seed money for future 
concerts. 

I was so pleased at the response to last month’s highlight (with pho-

tos) of our Visitation Ministry that I wanted to give you version 2.0. 

That being said, let’s ponder this word: Understanding. Sometimes 

circumstances call for an immediate response, but my belief is that 

the best care is wrapped in “understanding.” And that takes time 

and intentionality.  

 

Well, who are you? (who are you? who, who, who, who?) 

I really wanna know (who are you? who, who, who, who?) 

Tell me, who are you? (who are you? who, who, who, who?) 

'Cause I really wanna know (who are you? who, who, who, who?) 

 

The theme song for the television series CSI begs the question – 

who is this person? What happened to him or her? Why did it hap-

pen? How can I help bring justice and dignity to apparent tragedy? 

Who are you? I really want to know! 

 

I marvel with gratitude at our expanding visitation ministry and the 

growing pastoral care skills of those on our visitation teams. The 

stories of people in our church family paint complex pictures, only 

appreciated by understanding. We listen and think about what we 

hear. We try to mirror back our understanding to make sure we’re 

hearing it right. We try to frame it so as to adorn the story. And if 

permitted, we display it for others to admire.  

 

Thanks to Nina Dorsch who wrote about her recent visit with Dot 

Drake:  “Melody [Bain] and I had a lovely visit with Dot, seeing fami-

ly photos and making friends with her cat, Annie. Dot is a widow 

whose husband was career Air Force. They were married when he 

was stationed in Germany. They had three children. One daughter 

and her family live out in Montana. A son died in a motorcycle acci-

dent when he was a cadet at West Point. She lives with her young-

er daughter, Nancy Blake, who has three sons; one still at home is 

a senior at Lebanon High School, one is a student at Ohio Universi-

ty, and the oldest lives in Columbus. There will be many stories left 

to hear in future visits with Dot!” 

 

I love stories, don’t you? Understanding gives me a much greater 

appreciation for the grace of God who works in each person who 

will but allow it.  

 

 

March Visitation Team Members: Debbie Scar-

borough, Tom Haire, Nancy Haire, Nina Dorsch,  

Melody Bain, Amy Schneider, Jim Baumann, 

Jeanette Wardrop, Mary Jo Oliver, Margaret 

Uchtman, Donna Kaufman, Dick Kaufman 

 

“We always thank God for all of you and continu-

ally mention you in our prayers. We remember 

before our God and Father your work produced 

by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your 

endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3  



This month we honor the following men and women for their loving ser-
vice to Jesus Christ and the church. 
 
Debbie Benedict, Shelley and Brad Bondurant, Amy and Jordan 
Cain, Mary Deerhake, Phil Craig, Dave Kuyper, Roger Sims and Geo 
van der Merwe for giving up their Saturday to Spring Clean our 
church.  Job well done! 
 
Rita Poth for supplying delicious food for our Spring cleaning day. 
 
Dave Lupberger and Roger Sims for trimming the rose bushes.   
 
Karen Fannin, Paulette Rhinehart, Linda Hentschel,  Jerry Hentschel, 
Pat Neely, Linda Hilgeman, Rachel Jaynes, Cindy Jaynes, Debbie 
Taylor,  Jerry Taylor, Justin Lucas, Tilia Lucas, Ken Klann, Beth Lar-
son, John Morris, Fran Morris, Barbara Aberlin, Sharen Benner, and 
Chris Brown  for preparing Wednesday Nights Together Meals. 
 
Terri and Jack Catanzaro and Justin Lucas for setting up Wednesday 
Nights Together.  
 
Many, Many wonderful volunteers who helped tear down and clean 
up weekly after Wednesday Nights Together. 
 

Saturday, March 30 from 5-8 p.m. Prime 
Timers will hold a pot luck in Fellowship Hall 
followed by a night of Bingo. Please bring a 
generous covered dish to share and at least 
one bingo prize (white elephant, re-gift or 
new) per person. Your prize can be wrapped, 
bagged or left open. Beverages and paper 
products will be provided. No sign up is nec-
essary, just show up. 
 
Saturday, April 6 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Prime Timers are encouraged to assist with 
the Easter Eggstravaganza. Please register 
at https://vbspro.events/p/events/easteratlpc 
if you would like to help.  Questions? Please 
contact Ann van der Merwe at 
ann@lebanonpresbyterian.org or 513-932-
2751.  
 
On Thursday, May 9 at 7 p.m. Prime Timers 
will make a trip to Cincinnati Music Hall for a 
Charlie Chaplain Silent Movie backed by the 
Mighty Wurlitzer Organ. Tickets are $20 and 
must be purchased by Sunday, April 7. Reg-
istration will take place March 24, 31 and  
April 7 in the Narthex after the first service 
and in the ARK after second service. You 
can also contact John and Fran Morris at 
513-932-0360 or at johnandfranm@aol.com 
to register. Transportation will be by church 
bus and private vans leaving from the church 
at 5:15 p.m. 
 
 

Commitment 2019 
 
I will instruct you and teach you in the way 
you should go. I will counsel you with my eye 
upon you. Psalm 32:8  Receive God's in-
struction in your daily reading. All Scripture is 
Inspired by God. The BIBLE is the True 
Word of God. Own it for your journey. Live it 
as your testimony.  
 
The Bible pushers, John and Fran Morris 

The universal symbol of the Christian faith and 
the core of the Gospel, the cross, comes into 
especially clear focus at Easter.  Noted Christian 
author and theologian R. C. Sproul argues that 
“it is essential for Christians to have some un-
derstanding of its meaning.” In this book, Sproul 
uses scripture to explore key concepts of the 
Bible’s message of redemption: God’s loving 
and just nature, atonement, justification and sal-
vation.  

LPC Church Library 
April’s Featured Book:  

 

The Truth of the Cross by R.C. Sproul 

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you for your visits, kindness, flowers and car-

ing.  I feel warmth and kindness at LPC. I’m grateful 

to God for such a loving church. 

                                                Love, Marge Brinkman 

 

Dear LPC Deacons, 
 

Thank you for hosting a fantastic blood drive on 

March 2. The overall results are listed below: 

   49 people registered to give blood 

   42 were successful (the goal was 40) 

   105 percent of our goal was reached 

   126 lives will be positively impacted as a  

    result of these donations! 
 

We are excited about partnering with you again on 

Saturday, May 11. We value your partnership.  

Thank you. 

                        Sandy Baur, Community Blood Center 

Mark your calendar’s NOW! 

 

It’s time to clean out your closets, attics, basements and gar-

ages for the LPC Annual Rummage and Hosta Sale on Satur-

day, May 4.  Clean clothing, furniture, toys, books, household 

items of all kinds, tools, working appliances and electronics (no 

TV’s or computers), and bikes are all needed. You name it, 

we’ve sold it!  Items can be dropped off  on Thursday and Fri-

day, May 2 and 3 in the Ark. This will help our high school 

youth group on their Summer mission trip to the Pacific North-

west. For pick up of large items, please contact Inga Kimple at 

513-932-8288.   

The LPC Book Club will meet on Thursday, 

April 11 at 7p.m. in Room 311 to discuss 

“Where the Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens. 

This book is a coming of age story of resiliency, 

survival, hope, love, loss, loneliness, despera-

tion, prejudice, determination and strength. For 

further information call Sue Waits at 513-374-

4496. 

“A Time to Grieve” is LPC’s five week grief support group fa-

cilitated by Marjorie Pursell, Wednesdays, April 17 – May 15 

from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in Room 305. For more information or to 

register contact Rev. Randy Fannin at 513-932-2751 or 

randy@lebanonpresbyterian.org. 



Encounter Schedule (9th-12th grades) 
 
 

April 
Mon., Apr. 1: Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m. 
Sun., Apr. 7: Encounter at Wendy’s 7-8 p.m. 
Sun., Apr. 14:  Encounter at LPC 
Sun., Apr. 21: Easter No Encounter 
Sun., Apr. 28: Encounter Guys/Girls Separate 

Evolve Schedule (7th-8th grades) 
 
 

April 
Mon., Apr. 1: Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m. 
Wed., Apr. 3: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m. (6th Graders Welcome) 
Wed., Apr. 10: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m. 
Wed., Apr. 17: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m. 
Wed., Apr. 24: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m. 

LPC Student Ministries by Andrew Johnson 

No Greater Joy by Andrew Johnson 
 
In March our LPC Kaleo students completed their confirma-
tion membership class with their Elder Mentor and joined 
LPC as full members.  The Sunday morning celebrations 
included a welcome in the worship services and a brunch 
for Kaleo student families and Kaleo Mentors between ser-
vices.  We are so thankful that God has blessed us with 
these students in our LPC family. 
 
John in his third letter speaks deep truth to all people who 
care deeply for the children in their lives. He says, “I have 
no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in 
the truth.” (3 John 1:4) How does the joy John offers com-
pare with the hopes and dreams you have for the children 
in your life? Are you actively praying for their faith? Are you 
giving them every opportunity to be successful in following 
Jesus?  What does “success in faith” look like to you?  
John’s idea of success, what brings him the greatest joy, is 
to know that the children in his life are walking in the truth. 
 
How do we raise children to walk in the truth? At LPC, we 
believe that the family is the primary place for faith devel-
opment of children and youth, and that our job as LPC vol-
unteers and staff is to come alongside families to support 
and encourage them. We see participation in the church 
body as a significant way to develop faith in the lives of 
young people. And that means more than worship attend-
ance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The world is preaching to your family and the world has 
fellowship groups to reinforce the world’s perspective on 
success, safety, comfort and health. We need to realize the 
world is discipling us (and our children) into its way every 
time we step outside or turn on an electronic device.  We 
need to realize that if we aren’t actively seeking to be disci-
ples of Christ we will be become disciples of this world. The 
children in your life need to be in the church. They need to 
be in youth group and Sunday school. They need to partici-
pate in Christian service (and so do you). 
 
The Kaleo membership class is an important visual marker 
of a student’s faith development but it isn’t sufficient for faith 
formation.  For LPC students, we have created many differ-
ent spaces for God to work in the lives of our students.  
These are places where students can rally together around 
the Word and build each other up in fellowship.  We plan 
retreats and summer trips to provide an intentional time 
away from the influences of the world. Our goal is to sur-
round your students with a faith family and to disciple them 
into Christ. 
 
The world isn’t interested in the joy that John speaks of. But 
we at LPC and Children’s Ministries are. We have no great-
er joy than to see your children walking with Jesus and with 
us, in His truth.  May God bless you and your family today. 
 
 
 

Mission NewsMission NewsMission NewsMission News    
Mexico Mission News 
 

This February marked a number of milestones for the Mexico 
Mission Team. Nineteen people traveled to Piste for the dedica-
tion of the Mahanaim Sanctuary. The team concentrated on 
building restrooms, holding VBS in a number of villages, minis-
tering to the people, and passing out reading glasses. This is 
the 20th anniversary for this team and the 76th year that LPC 
has had a presence in the Yucatan Peninsula. Our guide and 
friend, Ted de la Cruz, along with his wife, Paolina, left for Bue-
nos Aires, Argentina with their two young sons to begin 30 
months training for the ministry.  
 

Palm Sunday Offering Genesis Church  
 

Greetings, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ of Lebanon, 
Ohio.  Some of you may remember me.  My name is Hector 
Reynoso, pastor of Genesis Evangelical Presbyterian Church in 
Mercedes, Texas.  We rejoice and praise the Lord for our rela-
tionship with you.  Your congregation has been a great source 
of encouragement to us!  Genesis Presbyterian Church is a His-
panic congregation which has proclaimed the Word of God and 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ for over 100 years in the Rio Grande 
Valley.  We are not a large congregation; we only have about 50 
active members, many of them elderly.  When we left the Pres-
byterian Church (USA) seven years ago, we lost our name, our 
buildings, our finances, three acres of land and a small ceme-
tery.   Nevertheless, we trusted in God to provide.  With help 
from your church and others, we were able to purchase a piece 
of land in 2017.  Now, we are raising money to build a church of 
our own. Our goal is to raise about $450,000.  Currently, we 
have raised about $159,000.  We lovingly invite you to join us in 
collecting a special Palm Sunday offering so that we can start 
construction on our new church facilities.  It is our hope that oth-
er churches will join in as well.  We believe this is the Lord’s will 
for us and with God, all things are possible!  God bless you!  
Pastor Hector Reynoso 

LPC has long been concerned with Disaster 
Relief and has sent money or manpower to 
many regions of the United States. To help fa-
cilitate this, we are putting together data bases 
for both rapid response and reconstruction 
teams. If you would like to added to these lists, 
please contact Brandon Taulbee at 513-515-
0818. 

News from Kenya 
 

The Mission Committee met with our Kenyan Mission-
aries, Alice and Solomon Gacece, for details on the 
primary school LPC is building in Illmamen, Kenya. 
This is an ongoing project there, where several years 
ago we built a well in an arid area. Future plans for this 
complex call for dormitories, a church and athletic 
fields. 



What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship What’s Happening in Worship by Rick McNeely    
The Isaacs concert  
 

 Just in case you weren’t there, the Isaacs con-
cert was a tremendous success! Many thanks to 
Charlie Dilbeck and his team, all the volunteers, 
and everyone who attended the event. We had 
a near capacity crowd and were just a few tick-
ets short of a sell out! Over 500 people shared a 
deeply meaningful night of world class music 
and testimonies that reflected the power of fami-
ly and the unshakable truth that we, as followers 
of Jesus Christ, can find Joy in all things! We 
look forward to The Isaacs returning to LPC in the years to come!   

 
 
  
 
  
 

This year’s Holy Week gatherings are shaping up to be another memorable journey of remembering Christ’s last days here 
on Earth.  
 

Art Gallery 
 New for 2019, Holy week will include an art gallery in the Narthex, with pieces from a variety of LPC artists in different 

disciplines. The theme of the exhibit will be anchored in the Good Friday work, Lenten Sketches and will reflect on the 
events/moods of Holy Week. The exhibit will run from April 14, Palm Sunday, through Sunday, April 28. 

  
Palm Sunday, April 14 - 8:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary and 11:15 a.m. in the Ark 
 We begin with shouts of Hosanna on Palm Sunday with palms, bells, French Horn, Children, and, of course, YOU! 
  
Maundy Thursday, April 18 - 6:30 p.m. in the Ark 
 Maundy Thursday will be an interactive worship service touching on the events of that day complete with a meal, fel-

lowship time, scripture, song, imaginative prayer, a foot washing as well as Holy Communion.  
   

Walk of the Cross - Friday, April 19 - 10:45 a.m.  
 Together with other churches in our community we will carry the cross in a 1.5 mile procession starting at St. Francis 

Catholic Church and ending at Pleasant Square Park (near the post office).  Along the way we will stop for scripture 
readings and song.  Transportation will be available to shuttle people back to their cars.  Children in strollers and wag-
ons are welcome to join us. 

 

Good Friday, April 19 - 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 On Good Friday we will share in the cantata, Lenten Sketches by Joseph Martin. The evening will be presented by the 

Sanctuary Choir with artwork from our Holy Week Gallery. Along with music by Daniel Sachs on the piano, Julie Shel-
ton on the organ, and Tom Way as the Narrator. 

  
Easter Sunday, April 21 8 and 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary and 11:15 a.m. in the Ark 
 We reach the end of our journey in the wonderful celebration of the resurrection of our Lord on Easter Sunday. Beauti-

ful flowers, majestic music, a powerful message, each of the three services will be filled with representations of our joy 
that never ceases! 

 

Children’s Ministry News  
                           by Ann van der Merwe 

Meet our new Embrace Nursery  
Ministry Director  
Leslie Fisher 
 
Children’s Ministry is excited to welcome Leslie Fisher as our new Nursery Minis-

try Director. She leads the Exercise Science program at Butler Tech for high 

school juniors and seniors, and teaching is very much her calling in life. She has 

been volunteering as a Sunday school teacher in our Embrace nursery ministry 

for several months, and the ministry has already benefitted greatly from the love 

and faith she has shared. Leslie and her husband Jason usually attend the 8:45 

a.m. worship service, and Jason often serves as an usher. Their oldest daughter 

Emilie attends Denison University, and their son Logan and daughter Courtney 

attend Clinton-Massie High School.  

 

Easter Eggstravaganza 
Saturday, April 6 
10 a.m. to noon 

 

Bring your favorite kids and grandkids to a morning of meaningful Easter fun at LPC! Come listen and 
watch as local author and artist Beth Gully shares her new Easter book.   In addition, take a scripture walk 
through Holy Week, decorate eggs with all the colors of the season, have some fun with egg and spoon 
races, get your faces painted, and enjoy a delicious continental breakfast. 
 
Don’t forget to invite your friends and neighbors!  
 
Register at https://vbspro.events/p/events/easteratlpc 


