Preaching Schedule
Women’s Retreat 2019
Join the women of LPC March 15-17 for an
opportunity to “Be Still and Know That I Am
God.” Chaplain Karen Fleming from Mt.
Pleasant will lead our teaching sessions. Brochures with registration forms are available at
the Welcome Center or you can register online
at lebanonpresbyterian.org/ministries/womensretreat. Deadline to register is Monday,
March 4.

Sunday, Mar. 3
Communion Sunday

A Mother in Israel
Judges 4 and 5

Sunday, Mar. 10
Smashing Idols

Sunday, Mar. 24

Lebanon Presbyterian Church
March 2019

Friend or Foe?
Judges 8:1-21

Sunday, Mar. 31

Beyond Being Friendly

Family Sunday

The Danger of
Success

Judges 6:1-32

Chronicle

Judges 8:22-35

The physical presence of other Christians is a source of
incomparable joy and strength to the believer.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Sunday, Mar. 17

Did you ever worship at a cold church?

Sifting Hearts

No one welcomed you. No one spoke to
you. No one smiled or made eye contact.

Judges 7:1-10

I praise God that LPC is not like that!
We do a good job greeting people and
making them feel welcome. We are a
friendly church – I hear that all the time
from visitors.
But is that enough? I don’t think so. You
see, there is a great difference between
being friendly and being a friend. There
is a great difference between greeting someone on Sunday
morning and actually knowing that person and loving them.
In many churches, people go to worship on Sunday morning
but the rest of the week, they are strangers. Whatever relationships they have with each other are superficial.
And yet, the church is the family of God. What God desires is
that we know and love each other deeply. You see that in the
life of Jesus. Jesus was not a “talking head” who preached to
a crowd of strangers. Jesus had deep relationships with his
disciples and shared his life with them, even cooking meals for
them and washing their feet.
In the early church, Christians gathered in homes, shared
meals, prayed together and “had everything in common.” (Acts 2:44). The early church was a tight-knit community held together by their love for Jesus and for each other.
The Apostle Paul in his ministry had deep relationships with
other believers. In 1 Thessalonians 2:8, Paul writes: “We
loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you

not only the gospel of God, but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.”
I believe God is calling us to go
deeper. A deeper level of love. A
deeper level of relationship. A
deeper level of community. The
question is: How do we do that?
To experience genuine community, I believe three things are needed:
Community must be centered in
Christ. Community is NOT something we can create. It only happens when “two or three are gathered in my name.”
Community happens in small
groups. My father was a combat
infantry sergeant in World War II.
He used to say, “An army fights in squads and platoons.” The same thing is true in the church. Community happens in small groups where we know and love
each other.
Community requires quality time together – outside the church. Recently, I joined a small group of
about a dozen LPC members. We meet every other
week in different homes. When the group started,
most of us didn’t know each other very well. In a very
short time, we have developed a deep level of love
and trust, sharing our joys and struggles.
In the coming months, we will be launching some new
small groups for those who are interested. Karen Kilpatrick is heading up that effort. In the meantime, I encourage you to go deeper. Reach out to someone you don’t
know. Invite them to your home for coffee or for dinner.
Take that huge step of faith from being friendly to being
a friend.
Your servant in Christ,
Peter
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Names and Faces by Rev. Randy Fannin
“Choo-choo, choo-choo!” No, it’s not a train; it’s
my phone’s ringtone. It is currently the only one I
use. However, I know lots of people (like Karen)
who have a different ringtone for specific people.
So, ringtones can be generic and impersonal
(like mine), or specific and personal (like Karen).
When I receive a call from a familiar looking
number, sometimes I answer. Here’s what usually happens: after a moment or two of silence I
hear, “Hello, is this Randall Frank?” Immediately, I know that this person does not know who I
am because that’s not my name. I know that
they probably do not really care who I am. I
know they have an agenda, which is to sell me
something they believe I need – like “affordable”
health insurance. They have my number, but if
they really knew me, they’d know that all military
retirees already have health insurance. Yet,
somehow, they got my number. Sometimes,
they even call me “Rita.” Go figure.
Faces have names. They are specific. Each
week during worship, Peter encourages us to
get to know the people sitting near us. Seeing a
face, shaking a hand, offering an embrace, and
even asking a name is just a start. Each person
has a story. There are people who have a long
history here at LPC, but can no longer come
because of physical decline. What life stories
these people have! And we make the effort,
mainly through our Deacon Visitation Ministry to
keep these important relationships alive. Without
fail, our teams share testimonies as to the blessing they receive from their time with our senior
saints. I’ve included a few photos with this article.

They all joined together constantly in prayer….
- Acts 1:14
Please pray for the following needs of the
church in the month ahead:

Jean and Bill Lewis
Nora Smith

$140,000

Jan Inc
$120,000

Jan Exp

 For Bethel AME Church as they seek to
build a new church after the fire that destroyed their old building.

$100,000

 For our New Member’s Class starting in
April, that many would hear Christ’s call to
be belong to His church at LPC.

$80,000

 For the Kairos team as they lead a retreat
March 14-17 for prisoners in the Lebanon
Correctional Institution, that many would
come to faith in Christ.
Rev. Randy Fannin and
Gary Cunningham

$160,000

 For the Women’s Retreat the weekend of
March 15-17, that the women would be
refreshed, renewed and filled with love for
Christ and each other.
 For the spiritual renewal of our church,
community and the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, that the Holy Spirit would
deepen our love for Jesus.

$60,000

$40,000

$20,000

$0
2018

2019

Session Report
The Session of LPC took the following actions at our February 11
monthly meeting:

Rev. Randy Fannin
and Joe Haven

 Received seven members of the Kaleo Class as members of LPC,
including Jordan Cain, Brock Hodges, Claire Gerald, Haley Gilmour,
Alex Lay, Nic Ryan and Brooklyn Taulbee.

That said, there are also people who seem to
slip away without our realizing it. There are any
number of reasons this may happen, but we
never want people to believe that we do not
care. If you notice that someone appears to be
missing – whoever it is and whatever their age –
reach out to them with the love and concern for
your brother or sister. Please! We’ll all be glad
you did.

 Approved the baptism of Brooklyn Taulbee on Sunday, March 17.

“Have you ever stood in the family, with the Lord
there in your midst?
Seen the face of Christ on your brother? Then I
say you've seen, Jesus my Lord.”
Marty Theodore, Pat DeGroot, and Marge Brinkman

The LPC Book Club will meet Thursday,
March 21 at 7 p.m. in Room 311 to discuss Becoming Mrs. Lewis by Patti Callahan. This tale of the unlikely friendship
turned true love between Joy Davidman
and C. S. Lewis radically alters their lives.
For further information call Ann Fickus at
513-228-2959.

 At the request of Pastor Peter Larson, the elders agreed to contact
all of the new members who joined the church in 2018 to see how
they are doing and make sure they are feeling connected with the
church.
 Scheduled a congregational meeting for Sunday, February 24 for
the purpose of electing one new deacon to fill an unexpired, oneyear term.
 Received a report and overview on the Young Adult Ministry presented by Elder Bernie Uchtman.

Prime Timers Date Change
Due to a scheduling conflict the Prime Timers will hold their
Pot-luck and Bingo event on Saturday, March 30, in the Fellowship Hall Room 101 with dinner at 5 p.m. followed by bingo. Please bring a generous covered dish to share and at
least one bingo prize (white elephant, re-gift or new) per person. Your prize can be wrapped, bagged or left open. Beverages and paper products will be provided.
Easter Event
Prime Timers will assist with the Easter EGGstravaganza on
Saturday, April 6, enjoying and helping at a variety of stations
until the event wraps up at noon. You are encouraged to bring
your grandchildren, friends, neighbors and other relatives to
the event. If you would like to sign up to help, please go to
https://vbspro.events/p/events/easteratlpc or email Ann van
der Merwe at ann@lebanonpresbyterian.org.

This month we honor the following men and women for
their loving service to Jesus Christ and the church.
Kathy Brown for putting together the 2019 Directories.
Lelia Brandt for teaching our Communion Class

Adult Mexico Mission Trip February 2019

Rachel Adams, Mandy Martinson, Mike Martinson,
Larry Oury, Connie Parrish, Elizabeth Sands, and
Brooke Taulbee for leading our children to Jesus on
Wednesday Nights

Silent Movie Night
Will take place on Thursday, May 9, with a trip to Cincinnati
Music Hall Ballroom for the 7 p.m. screening of a Charlie
Chaplain Silent Movie backed by the Mighty Wurlitzer Organ.
Tickets are $20 and must be purchased by the first week of
April. Ticket sales will take place the last three Sundays and
the last two Wednesday Nights Together in March. Transportation will be by church bus and private vans with departure time
TBD. Contact and questions regarding any event should be
directed to John and Fran Morris, johnandfranm@aol.com or
513-932-0360.

Commitment 2019
The Old Testament is both common and strange to many
Christians. On one hand, it contains some of the most familiar
stories known to us, while on the other hand, it can be intimidating and difficult to understand. To lack a basic knowledge of
the Old Testament is a great hindrance to fully grasping how
Jesus Christ fulfills ideals and expectations that were set in
motion hundreds and thousands of years before. If you find
yourselves at the intimidating and difficult portions of the Old
Testament we pray that you will hang in there so you will appreciate all the more Jesus the Christ. We are right there with
you, enjoying the Holy Word of God.
The Bible Pushers, John and Fran Morris

Coming Up in April
“A Time to Grieve” our five week bereavement
support group facilitated by Marjorie Pursell.
Wednesdays, April 17 - May 15 from 6:30 p.m.
to 8 p.m. in Room 305.

Celebrating 90th Birthday
Gloria Hendrickson
She will be celebrating her 90th Birthday on
Wednesday, March 27 from 2-4 p.m. at the
Monroe Community Room, 6 East Ave., Monroe 45050. Everyone is welcome to join her
and Bill and their family in celebration.

Dear Christmas for Tots Supporter
Our organization would like to thank you for supporting our program this past
year. Your gift of a donation, the volunteering of your time or a toy collection for
our Christmas for Tots program, shows that the “Spirit of Christmas” is alive and
well in Lebanon! This year we received contributions that were used right here
in Lebanon for children in need in our school district. Toys were distributed on
December 8 and parents were able to select several gifts for each child in their
family. We were able to provide toys for 721 children this year! Our program
was very grateful to have the monetary means and toy donations to assist this
large number of children. It truly was heartwarming to be able to extend our help
and a caring attitude toward these hurting families.
As you plan for the year ahead, we ask that you please keep us in mind if you
wish to support a local organization. We thank you again for your interest and
support. Please contact me at 513-331-0045 for more information or to help.
Sincerely,
Jenny Flaig, President

Thank You
To the Congregation of
Lebanon Presbyterian Church,
Thank you for your recent donation
of much needed items to the Women’s Center of Lebanon. They will be
a blessing for our guests and we appreciate your partnership in this life
saving ministry.
Elizabeth’s New Life Center

LPC Student Ministries

by Andrew Johnson

Encounter Schedule (9th-12th grades)

Evolve Schedule (7th-8th grades)

March
Sun., Mar. 3: REST
Mon., Mar. 4: Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m.
Sun., Mar. 10: Encounter at LPC 7-8:30 p.m.
Sun., Mar. 17: Encounter Guys/Girls in Homes
Sun., Mar. 22-27: Encounter SB Hiking Trip
Sun., Mar. 24: No Encounter Spring Break
Sun., Mar. 31: Encounter at LPC 7-8:30 p.m.

March
Mon., Mar. 4 - Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m.
Wed., Mar. 6 - Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Wed., Mar. 13 - Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Wed., Mar. 20 - Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Wed., Mar. 27 - Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.

Evolve Stronghold Summer Camp
June 8-14 (Current 6th, 7th, 8th)

Children’s Ministry News
by Ann van der Merwe

Love One Another
Like all of you, the children of LPC have been hearing a lot about love lately – about how much God loves us and how we
respond to that love by loving him and loving others. In response to this, and with a little help from my friend Elizabeth
Sands, some of them made a giant Valentine for me. But this was not any ordinary Valentine. This was a Valentine conveying how their love for God, their love for me, and my love for them are all connected. It touched my heart not only to
receive such a special gift but to see how fully they are understanding and sharing the love of God. Thank you to Abigail,
Addie, Ally, Bryson, Colton, Eli, Gowan, Jocelyn, Julia, Kai, Liezel, Meg, Micah, Mitchell, Raegan, Rory, Ryker, Tilia, Will,
and Zach!

Evolve is a blast! It’s fun because it has a purpose! We want kids to
meet Jesus Christ through God’s Word and through our leaders -but we need everybody’s help to do this! We need your students to
invite their friends and classmates who need to meet Jesus!
So mark your calendars and make space for your student and their
friends to meet Jesus! Be a missional family and invite your student’s friends to camp to meet Jesus at Camp Stronghold in Oregon, IL. The cost is only $250. Go to lebanonpresbyterian.org/
students/summer for more info and to sign-up. Sign-up by April 15.

Communion Class
This year, we have five second grade students in our Communion Class. On Sunday, March 3, these children will profess
their faith and participate in Holy Communion with their church family. They will also share their creative projects – reflections of what they have learned – as an art display in the narthex that morning. Help them honor this milestone in their lives
by greeting them and talking with them about their experience!

Evolve Believe 2019
Top left photo: Evolve Girls
Top right photo: Evolve Believe students
with Revanant Worship
Bottom right: Evolve Believe Group Picture

Zach Martinson, Liezel van der Merwe, Lelia Brandt (teacher), Jocelyn Williams, Tilia Lucas, and Rory Earley

What’s Happening in Worship

by Rick McNeely

Mexico Mission Trip

Live from the ARK – The Isaacs!
Tickets
The Isaacs will be performing in concert here on Thursday, March 14 at 7 p.m. Tickets are still available but they
are selling faster than any other concert we have hosted
SO… get your tickets now! The Cost is $15 per ticket. We
are hoping this concert will be a sell out! You can buy
tickets at the church either after service or in the office
during office hours. You can also purchase tickets online
at iTickets.com.

Volunteering
Volunteering for concert events are always a fun time. We still have some volunteer positions available in the following
teams:
Marketing
If you have a flair for social media and would like to help us promote the concert via Instagram and Twitter, we could
use one person to help in this area.
Tickets/Box Office
We need three people to be the “Box Office” on
the night of the concert. Responsibilities are to sell
and take tickets, count tickets and any money received, working with the tour manager and Charlie
to process funds and tickets.
Security
This team is almost full. We still need two people
to serve as runners/drivers/support.
Roadies
We need four people with strong backs to help
load in before, and load out after, the concert.
Merchandise
We need four people to sell merchandise prior to
and after the concert. This is more of a “cashier”
position and always a fun time!
You can register to volunteer by following the link on
the church website lebanonpresbyterian.org or contacting Rick in the church office 513-932-2751.

Notes from the Organ Bench
by Julie Shelton
Greetings, LPC friends! I hope you are all powering through this
cold winter - I have been so impressed with your faithful attendance and hearty singing, even on the snowiest, iciest days! I am
looking forward to the month of March, as I get to experience
my first season of Lent with you. I am sure all would agree that
Lent is the most significant season of the Christian year. Lent is
often thought of as a time of private, solitary reflection, study,
and prayer, and it certainly is that. But as a church musician, I
see music as that moment in our week when we are reminded
that we are not alone in our faith journey. In worship, we are
together as a community, expressing our reverence in one
voice. It is that feeling of community and support that brings us
to this place every Sunday morning. That is why being your organist is so rewarding.
But before Lent begins, I am looking forward to collaborating
with Daniel on our first piano-organ duet! March 3 we will be
playing an arrangement of “Fairest Lord Jesus,” which beautifully intertwines Bach’s “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” into the
piano part. I look forward to more collaborations with Daniel and
other LPC musicians in the future. Wishing you a peaceful and
reflective Lenten season, in anticipation of a glorious and joyful
Easter!

New Members at LPC
Discover LPC Class

