Preaching Schedule
Women’s Retreat 2019
The LPC Women’s Retreat is March 15-17. Brochures
with registration forms are available at the Welcome
Center or you can register online at lebanonpresbyterian.org/ministries/womens-retreat. This year, our retreat
will be at The Proctor Center in London, Ohio, less than
one hour away. The center rests on 60 acres in a simple, peaceful and secluded setting. Perfect for our
theme this year “Be Still and Know that I am God.”
Chaplain Karen Fleming from Mt. Pleasant will lead our
teaching sessions. We will have a special guest for our
afternoon breakout session. Shannon Jacobs will be
presenting “Mindful Mediation.” This session is designed to introduce techniques to restore balance and
peace to your life one moment at a time. We hope you
will attend and invite the amazing women in your life to
share in this special weekend of fellowship, a scavenger
hunt, the labyrinth walk and more.

Sunday, Feb. 3
Communion Sunday

Loving God
Matthew 24:1-14
1 John 4:7-21

Sunday, Feb. 10
Half-Hearted Devotion

Sunday, Feb. 17

Chronicle

Lebanon Presbyterian Church
February 2019

Knowing God
Judges 2:1-23

Sunday, Feb. 24
Revive Us Again!
Judges 3:7-31

Judges 1:1-36

A Heart for the Homeless
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger
and you invited me in. I needed clothes, and you clothed me.
-Matthew 25:35-36

For twenty years our congregation has provided shelter for
homeless families through the Interfaith Hospitality Network.

Lauren McLagan, Margaret Bondurant, Piper
Williams and Jenna Terrell

A year ago, that outreach was in serious
danger of ending.
Due to a lack of volunteers and issues
of safety and security, it looked like we
might have to pull
out of the IHN
program.

Margaret Bondurant
“One of the dads who stayed at our church said that
when they find a home, he wants to come back and get
involved in this ministry.”
Piper Williams
“Working with these homeless families is truly amazing.
I am able to learn and experience the true panic and
sadness they feel. I get to meet so many different people
and learn about their lives and help pave a new and better future. God has grown me by opening my eyes and
helping me see that there are so many people out there
that need help and really have nothing.”

Then, a miracle happened. Rob McLagan volunteered to lead
our IHN team. In the weeks that followed, Rob recruited a
group of teenage women in our church who had a heart for
the homeless. Under their leadership, the IHN ministry has
been revived and revitalized.
Recently, they purchased new bed frames, lamps and night
stands for our guest families. In addition, they added a clothing ministry and created gift bags with personal items for
guests to use. Also, they gave our homeless ministry a new
name: Horizons. Most of all, these girls pour an incredible
amount of love into what they are doing. In many cases, they
have developed deep friendships with homeless families. Recently, I spoke with some of the young women who serve the
homeless. This is what they told me:
Lauren McLagan
“I was looking in my closet one day and saw all of these
clothes that I didn’t need. That gave me the idea of starting a
clothing ministry for our guest families. I got rid of two large
Hefty trash bags full of clothes and I still had so much left.
Now, we have many people donating clothes, shoes, hats and
socks.”
Chloe French
“One night we were painting fingernails for some of the women who were staying at the church. They got so excited about
having their fingernails painted that we decided to create gift
bags to provide them with shampoo, toothpaste, perfume, lotion, fuzzy socks, water bottles and other things.”

Margaret Bondurant:, Lauren McLagan, Eliza French and Chloe
French. Not Pictured: Eliza Butler and Brooke Taulbee

Eliza French
“A year ago, Rob McLagan gathered a group of us together and said that if we didn’t help, our church might
not do this anymore. I really didn’t want that to happen,
so I volunteered.”
“When the families first arrive here at the church, they
are shy, nervous and stand-offish. I think they’re waiting
to see how they will be treated. By the end of the week,
it’s like they are part of the family. We are hanging out,
playing games and baking cookies together. I think it
helps that we are teenagers. It’s easier to connect with
the kids, and gives them a role model. We need more
volunteers. We want others in the congregation to be
part of this amazing experience that we’ve had.”
I thank God for these young women and the incredible
job they are doing, showing radical hospitality and unconditional love.
Your servant in Christ,
Peter
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Just Pray About It! by Rev. Randy Fannin

I’ve always been a “joiner.” If there was something I
wanted to do, I’d volunteer and jump right in. My list includes sports, scouting, music, military service, ministry,
and other community service and civic activities. I’ll bet
you have your list, too. With a measure of success in
some things, and a few mediocre performances and failures in others, I’ve learned to appreciate those spiritually
wise souls who made sure they salted the conversation
with, “Just pray about it.” We have some people in our
church who are just like that! You know what I mean. I
would imagine that you have appreciated the experience
of God’s blessing when you were sure this is what you’re
supposed to be doing, and have felt the dreaded sense
of “what have I gotten myself into?” Honestly, there have
been times when I should have either said, “No” or “I just
can’t commit to that at this time.” Decision making is not
always easy. God doesn’t always give us a “thumbs up”
from the heavens. Sometimes, we just do it, or not. Karen
often says, “It’s just the right thing to do.” She and I kid
about that sometimes, knowing that belief may be our
only motivation.
Some people over-commit. They burn the candle at both
ends and then suddenly flame-out. People wonder,
“What happened to ‘so and so?’” I know what happened.
Too much happened. Others stand in the shadows of
right field (to use a baseball analogy), dreaming of making a big play, but really hoping that the ball never comes
their way. If that’s you, hey, we want you on our team!
Recently, I told Pastor Peter that I kind of see myself at
times like the pinch-hitter on our team. I don’t mind. I’ve
lived long enough to appreciate that everyone has their
place. At LPC, I have plenty to do in the care of souls. At
times, I sit and watch, ready to take a bat off the rack and
head to the plate. Sometimes, I’m even in as a “starter.”
Either way, I’m all in. You know why? Because serving at
LPC was one of those opportunities that I prayed about,
and by Divine Providence I was ushered into the dugout.

This month we ordained a new class of Elders and Deacons
at LPC to provide spiritual leadership and practical ministries
to our church family and others through our congregation.
Before their names were submitted to the Nominating Committee, each person was asked to “pray about it.” Now that
they have been “ordained” or “placed like a fork into the taters,” most are thrilled and others may be wondering,
“WHAT?” It’ll be okay. We’re in this together. The Lord Jesus
promised His presence, strength, and reward for every task to
which we are called. Oh, I know, (dear reader), you think I’m
just talking to the new Elders and Deacons here. Yes and no.
This applies to all of us. Our opportunities in the Lord’s work
are great! No one person or small group can do it alone.
“There is a destiny which makes us brothers [and sisters];
none goes his way alone. All that we send into the lives of
others comes back into our own.” Edwin Markham. The Lord
Jesus reminded His disciple to ask the Lord of the harvest to
send for laborers into His harvest. Pray about it!

Commitment 2019
Our Bible reading challenge was launched at the beginning
of this new year with 54 people committing to read the Bible
in 2019. Over the past weeks we have heard from many others who have shared that they are on board with reading the
Bible. Please read Amos 8:11. God warned of a famine of
His Word among His people. He would take away the prophets and His Words because they wouldn't listen to Him. Today, we have great access to God's Word. If you don't read it
or listen to it, you create your own famine. Who is worse off?
The person who can read and doesn't or the person who
can't read at all? God's Word is alive! We are praying that
your schedules and lifestyles will permit you to stay true to
your commitment.
John and Fran Morris

Prime Timers Update
We are on winter break until our next scheduled event on
Friday, March 15, at 6 p.m. with a pot-luck supper and bingo night in Room 101 Fellowship Hall . In addition to a favorite dish, each participant is asked to bring one or more
bingo prizes. We will have our official 2019 brochure of
scheduled events ready for distribution on Sunday, February 24. Questions or for more information contact John and
Fran Morris at johnandfranm@aol.com.

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in
prayer.
-Romans 12:12

$1,200,000
$1,180,000
Jan-Dec Inc
$1,160,000
Jan-Dec Exp

Please pray for the following needs of the
church in the coming month:

$1,140,000

 For our Mexico Mission team as they serve
in the Yucatan February 16-23.

$1,120,000

 For our Long Range Planning Team as
they seek the Lord’s guidance in developing plans for the future.
 For all of us at LPC, that we would establish boundaries in our use of digital devices
and media in a way that will honor God and
strengthen relationships.
 For all of the new volunteers in our Monday
night Feeding Ministry, that they would find
joy in serving.
 For the spiritual renewal of our church,
community and the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, that the Holy Spirit would deepen our love for Jesus.

$1,100,000

$1,080,000
$1,060,000
$1,040,000
$1,020,000
$1,000,000
2017

2018

Session Report
The Session of LPC took the following actions at our January 14 monthly meeting:
 Approved Lee Bollow, Elly Wilson and Cheryl Bogen as elder commissioners to attend the February 15-16 meeting of Midwest Presbytery in South Charleston.
 Scheduled a fireside chat to coincide with our congregational meeting on Sunday, January 27.

The LPC book club will meet February 14,  Received a report from the Finance Ministry Team informing us that
the we ended the year with a $35,000 budget surplus (income over
in Room 301 at 7 p.m. We will discuss
expenses).
Educated by Tara Westover, a memoir by
a Cambridge Ph.D who was raised by Ida-  Received a report from the Personnel Ministry Team informing us of
their objectives and team composition.
ho survivalists and did not enter a classroom until she was 17. Call Becky Adams,
 Discussed ways to better inform the communication when Sunday
513-932-3372 for questions. Everyone is
worship is cancelled or changed due to weather conditions.
welcome.

Welcome to LPC’s Reorganized and Relocated Church Library!

Thank You

The Atrium Library

Dear LPC Family,

The 2019 Personnel Team

Our hearts are full of love and gratitude for all of the prayers
and support that has so graciously been extended to us. We
can definitely feel the powerful prayers lifting and sustaining
us.
God bless you all!
Chuck and Marianne Duerré

Would like to recognize Nina Dorsch, Neil Tunison and
Dick Wardrop for their years of service on the Personnel Team. Their leadership, insight, objectivity and
experience will be missed.

Dear LPC Family,
My deepest appreciation for your love, concern, and prayers. The many cards, calls and visits have kept me going and
in touch with the outside world. Special thanks to Randy for
his visits. I feel very blessed to be a member of LPC and for
the continued support the church has given to me.
Ellen Albright
Dear LPC Family,
We are starting 2019 with very grateful hearts! Since 2017
when the diagnosis of Pulmonary Fibrosis was received, you
have said prayers, made calls and visits, sent cards, provided
assistance at a moment's notice and been generous beyond
measure. Thank you! Thank you!! Thank you!!! We pray that
you will be blessed mightily as you have truly been a blessing
to us.
Gary and Claudia Cunningham
Dear LPC Family,
We are so grateful and blessed by the outpouring of love
we've received these past six months from our LPC family for
Ken's two heart surgeries and my knee issues. We are so
thankful for the hospital visits from Peter and Randy, the meals
prepared and delivered by LPC Deacons, the many cards we
received and the prayers of our LPC family.
In His Love, Ken and Lois Hollon
Reach Out
We would like to give a heartfelt thank you to all the many volunteers that helped with the Open House and Live Nativity this
season. We had so many wonderful people that put up the
stable, baked cookies, and helped in every area on the day of
the Open House, including taking down the stable before all
the snow arrived. December 1 was a wonderful day and so
meaningful to share the love of Christ with our community,
families and friends. We hope you all wear your t-shirt often to
share the scripture "The stranger who resides with you.....you
shall love him as yourself." Lev. 19:34 Thank you so much!!
The Reach Out committee

This month we honor
the following men and
women for their loving
service to Jesus Christ
and the church.
Karen Kilpatrick for
leading our Life Group
training team.
Jerry Hentshel for volunteering to serve as coordinator
for the Monday night feeding ministry.
Ann Fickus, Lois Weber, Lana Johnson, Pat Creech
Jean Bell, Debbie Scarborough, and our newest
volunteers George Meloy, Kathy Brown and Rick
Beckwith for volunteering to help out in the church
office.
John and Fran Morris for challenging our congregation
to read through the Bible in one year.

Thanks to Mike Schneider who donated shelves he designed and built
in the Atrium. This provides improved accessibility to our collection
of DVDs and books--about Prayer, Evangelism, Christian Living, Biographies, Discipleship, Devotions, Christian Fiction, Health and Healing, Grief and Heaven, and Men/Women/Marriage/Parenting.

The Reference Library
Shelves in Room 102 house commentaries, Bible dictionaries, Bible studies, books on theology, history, ministry, missions, Biblical geography, and more—providing ready access
to materials for Christian study and scholarship.

Featured Books for February
Becoming Mrs. Lewis

by Patti Callahan

The LPC Book Club selection for March, this book of historical fiction is about Joy Davidman, the woman C. S. Lewis called "my whole world." In Callahan’s novel about one
of the greatest love stories of modern times, we meet a brilliant writer, a fiercely independent mother, and a passionate woman who changed C.S. Lewis’s life and inspired
books that still enchant us and change us.

Geo van der Merwe for his countless hours improving
our IT.

Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference?

Dave Kuyper, Dave Lupberger, Sam and Rachel
Sachs, Roger Sims, Rick Oliver, Tony Moore, Scott
Hobbs, Mark vanStaalduinen and Geo van der Merwe for braving the cold and wet to remove snow from
the sidewalks and entrance areas around LPC.

Addressing questions like: Is God listening? Why should
God care about me? And why do so many prayers go
unanswered? With crystal-clear insights to the
importance of prayer, Philip Yancey issues an
invitation to pray to a God who wants to interact with us.

Garry Benner and his Team for all the hours of work
putting together the new Safety Ministry and getting it
off to a great start.
The Worship Team wishes to thank everyone who decorated and de-decorated during the Advent season.
We couldn’t have done it without you!

by Philip Yancey

Meet Our Church Librarian
LPC is blessed to have Evelyn Osborne serving as our librarian. Evelyn worked as a media specialist (librarian) for Loveland City School for 35 years before her retirement. We deeply appreciate her expertise!

What’s Happening in Worship

by Rick McNeely

Live from the ARK – The Isaacs!
Most of you know that The Isaacs will be in concert here at
LPC on Thursday, March 14 at 7 p.m. Most of you know that
they are an award winning, powerhouse of a bluegrass/
gospel family band. Some of you know how much fun it is to
serve as a volunteer on the day of these concerts we do
from time to time. What you may not know is WE NEED
YOUR HELP NOW! We need volunteers today to help with
letting people know about this great opportunity to see The
Isaacs right here in Lebanon!
We need help with a social media campaign, contacting organizations in the local community, etc. The work is exciting,
not difficult, and we are looking for four people to join the marketing team today! Also, the “day of” volunteer teams, i.e.
roadies, merchandise, runners, etc. fill up fast so if you are looking forward to being a volunteer on the night of the concert
you should sign up as soon as possible. There is a link on the church website to a very simple online volunteer registration
form. From there, you can sign up for any of the seven teams needed to make this event happen. Think of it, you can be
part of a concert team bringing a world class group to your hometown. How fun is that? A LOT!

Angel Tree is a program of
Prison Fellowship that connects parents in prison with
their children through the
delivery of Christmas gifts.
It has been my honor to
serve LPC through the Angel Tree Ministry for the last 21 years. After much prayer,
I’ve decided to “hang up my wings” and pass this heartwarming ministry along to someone else. If you are interested, please email me Julie Crago at juliecrago11@gmail.com.
Angel Tree is most time-consuming between OctoberDecember and it involves a great deal of organization, communication and patience. Angel Tree is rewarding in that the
ministry helps to heal families broken through incarceration
and it brings happiness to the children and caregivers.
Please let me know if you feel Angel Tree pulling at your
heartstrings. You will love this ministry!!

I have loved playing piano and organ for church since high school. My only break in professional playing was while we
were raising our young children. We joined Crestview Presbyterian Church, and we were active volunteers in Sunday
School and other Children’s ministries. Our membership is still at Crestview. As the boys got older, I gradually made my
way back into music ministry, first as a substitute organist, then in more long-term positions. I am so happy that my faith
and music ministry journey have brought me to Lebanon Presbyterian. I look forward to working with Rick and the rest of
the staff to enhance everyone’s musical and spiritual experience in worship. Coming together to express our faith through
music is one of the great joys of life. I am honored to be the newest member of the music ministry family at LPC.
Again, I can’t wait to meet you all!
In Christ,
Julie Shelton

Dear Friends,
As another year comes to a close, I have been reflecting
on the accomplishments you have made possible for Elizabeth’s New Life Center. Together, we served thousands
of women and families, helping them choose life in the
midst of their difficult situations. Just see for yourself:
● 2,395 babies were saved from abortion last year at
our centers
● 84 percent of mothers who were considering
abortion chose life
● 4,951 clients were provided with free pregnancy
resources
● 3,929 ultrasound scans were conducted
Your support has allowed us to provide these life-saving
services year after year. Because of YOU, many more
babies will be saved from abortion.
May God bless you!
Vivian Koob, MEd, MRC
Executive Director, Elizabeth’s New Life Center

Greetings From Our New Organist!
Hello there, new LPC friends! Thank you for your warm welcome during such a cold January! I am happy to be your new
organist, and I am looking forward to getting to know you all in the coming months. I thought I would take a few lines to tell
you a bit about myself. I grew up in South Carolina, and I was raised and confirmed in the Presbyterian church. I attended
a small women’s Methodist college, double majoring in Church Music and Piano Pedagogy. My desire to develop my skills
in music ministry brought me to the University of Cincinnati - CCM, where I earned a Master’s Degree in Organ Performance. While at CCM I served as organist at Faith Community United Methodist Church in West Chester, and it was there
that I met my husband of 25 years, David Corfman. David is an I.T. manager, accomplished long-distance runner, pianist,
and euphonium player. We have two sons, Philipp (20) and Erich (18). Philipp is a junior history major at Cleveland State
University, where he also plays French Horn in the orchestra. Erich is a senior at Lakota East High School, planning to
study trombone performance in college. I maintain a full home studio of piano students, and I am an active accompanist of
high school, college, and professional instrumentalists.

Elizabeth’s New Life Center

Community Blood Center
Thank you for hosting a fantastic blood drive on January
5! We can always count on the donors at Lebanon Presbyterian for a successful drive. Listed below are the overall results:

Join Our LPC Trip
to The Holy Land!
The planning is done, seats on the plane to Tel Aviv have
been reserved, and a core group of LPC folks are ready for
the trip of a lifetime to Israel. And there is still room available for you to join us October 23 to October 31!
All in the LPC family, including families and friends, are invited to learn more about this life-changing experience, and
consider joining us on this amazing tour! Brochures and
reservation forms will be available after services on February 3 and 10. Information about itinerary, costs, and reserving your spot is available at www.pilgrimtours.com/
groups/lebanonpresbyterian2019.htm. Everyone interested
in joining the tour is invited to an information meeting at
3:30 p.m. on February 10 in Room 102.







48 people registered to give blood!
39 were successful! (40 was the goal)
98% percent of goal!
1 First Time Donor!
Over 117 lives will be positively impacted as a result
of total donations!

We are excited about partnering with you again on Saturday, March 2 for the next LPC Deacons’ blood drive.
Sincerely,
Sandy Bauer,
Account Representative
Community Blood Center/Community Tissue Services

LPC Student Ministries

by Andrew Johnson

Encounter Schedule (9th-12th grades)

Evolve Schedule (7th-8th grades)

February
Sun., Feb. 3 - REST
Mon Feb 4 - Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m.
Sun Feb 10 - Nerf Night 7-9 p.m.
Sun Feb 17 - Encounter Guys/Girls in Homes
Sun Feb 24 - Encounter Service

February
Mon Feb 4 - Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m.
Wed Feb 6 - Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Wed Feb 13 - Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Feb 15-16 - Evolve Believe Weekend
Wed Feb 20 - Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Wed Feb 27 - Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.

Evolve Believe
Feb 15 & 16

(6th, 7th, 8th)

Believe is a 24 hour event for current 6th, 7th & 8th
graders produced by Christ In Youth, an organization
that has been putting together age-intentional events
all over the world for almost 50 years. It takes place in
a large auditorium, where your child will worship alongside tons of other students their age. It’s literally an
experience they’ll get nowhere else. It’s also one of the
safest and most well-organized events for students in
the country! We will be staying overnight at Woodland
Lakes Christian Camp in Amelia. Cost is $70 until January 30 when it goes up to $85. Go to lebanonpresbyterian.org/students/evolve for more info and to sign-up.

Encounter Yakama, WA Mission Trip
June 29-July 7 (Current 8th-12th)
Each year LPC’s high school students (Current 8th-12th) go on
a mission trip where they learn to serve God and to work in His
Kingdom. We intentionally provide a new opportunity each year
so that students can experience ways in which God might be
calling them to follow Jesus in their future. This year we are
planning a trip to Sacred Road Ministries on Yakama Nation in
Washington State June 29-7. LPC’s cost before any fundraising
is $750. We plan to lower the cost through fundraising. Current
8th-12th graders are encouraged to go to lebanonpresbyterian.org/students/summer for more info and to sign-up.

Encounter is going on Spring
Break! (9th-12th) March 22 - 27
Hey high school students! Go hiking with Encounter in
Tennessee’s Cumberland Mountains for only
$150. ANY current high school student is welcome, so
invite your friends! Go to lebanonpresbyterian.org/
students/encounter for more info and to sign-up.

Evolve Stronghold Summer
Camp June 8-14 (Current 6th, 7th,

Children’s Ministry News
by Ann van der Merwe

Growing a Ministry to Infants
and Toddlers
A few months ago, the Children’s Ministry Team and I began a journey
to transform the way we serve our youngest children into a ministry. We
know that Jesus spent time with and blessed infants and toddlers, so
we wanted ministry leaders to be doing the same. We also know that
infants and toddlers are learning and growing at an amazingly rapid
pace, so we wanted to provide for them an opportunity to learn about
Jesus as they learn to crawl, walk, and talk.
We began by introducing stories during the Sunday school hour, and
now we have two big-hearted teachers – Leslie Fisher and Joyce
Heckart – leading the children each week in infant/toddler lessons from
our Sunday school curriculum. They use simple crafts, games, songs, and other age-appropriate activities to engage the
children in essential truths and narratives from the Bible, and it is an absolute joy to watch. Two more gifted leaders – Mandy Martinson and Connie Parrish – have just begun something similar for WNT, and I cannot wait to see it grow, too.
We have also created a rotation of largely volunteer caregivers to serve weekly during each worship service. These wonderful women – Teri Abbott, Janie Bicknell, Lelia Brandt, Shelley Bondurant, Karen Fannin, Heather Forster, Kristen Hodges, Christine Olding, Julie Sanders, Anna Sheanshang, Tracy Showalter, Lynn Steinkirchner, Debbie Taylor, Janet Terrell,
Courtney Williams, and many of their teenagers – are playing with the children,
introducing them to what we do in worship, reading Bible stories and other faith
-based materials, and simply loving them and their parents each week.

LPC Students Fall Retreat

8th)
Evolve is a blast! It’s fun because it has a purpose! We
want kids to meet Jesus Christ through God’s Word
and through our leaders -- but we need everybody’s
help to do this! We need your students to invite their
friends and classmates who need to meet Jesus! So
mark your calendars and make space for your student
and their friends to meet Jesus! Be a missional family
and invite your student’s friends to camp to meet Jesus at Camp Stronghold in Oregon, IL. The cost is only
$250. Go to lebanonpresbyterian.org/students/summer
for more info and to sign-up.

We have big plans to continue growing this ministry – and growing the number
of families with young children in our midst! BUT, we are in desperate need of
a Nursery Ministry Director willing to help the Children’s Ministry Team do this.
We are looking for someone who is passionate about helping LPC grow by
ministering to both young children and their parents. We are looking for someone who would enjoy being part of the Children’s Ministry Team, crafting vision
and implementing it.
If that sounds like you or someone you know, please let me know. And know
this, too. You do NOT need to be in the nursery every minute of every Sunday;
we know that isn’t a sustainable way to run the ministry. Also, you do NOT
need to be on paid staff if you do not want to be; we recognize that the right
person for this role might prefer a volunteer position. You just need to be willing
and able to serve in this role. We are praying for the person God has called to
help us follow the path before us.

LPC Student Alumni Party

