The children are busy
learning and playing.
Playschool has been
blessed with thirteen children in attendance this
year. Our Christmas
Program is Thursday,
December 13, at 7 p.m.
in Room 102. The children will present The
Nativity Story and Sing.
Refreshments will be served. Everyone is welcome to
join us for our Christmas Program!
We have volunteers that help each day from 8:15 until
11:30 a.m. If you would like to be a part of our Playschool and help children get on the bus, or read and
play with them throughout the morning, please call
Connie Tunison at (513) 509-9573. If you would like to
visit please let us know. We meet Monday through Friday mornings 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Preaching Schedule
Sunday, Dec. 2
Communion Sunday

Arise and Shine
Isaiah 9:1-7; 60:13

Sunday, Dec. 9

Sunday, Dec. 23

Chronicle
Lebanon Presbyterian Church

The Spirit of Christmas

December 2018

Luke 1:39-45

Sunday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve

It’s Not Your Birthday

Children’s Musical

The Gift of Joy

Combined worship
10:30 a.m.

Luke 2:1-20

Mike Slaughter is pastor of the Ginghamsburg church in Tipp

Sunday, Dec. 30

City, Ohio. In 2004, he preached a Christmas message that
rocked his congregation.

Sunday, Dec. 16
Only Everything

Patching the Potholes
Mark 1:18; Luke 3:1-6

Luke 1:26-38

 Invite a friend or stranger to Christmas dinner. Open
your heart and your home to someone who might be
feeling lonely and forgotten. Include them in your
family.

“It’s not your birthday!”
he declared. “It is Jesus’ birthday!”
Mike challenged his
church to have a
“skinny Christmas.”
Instead of splurging on
gifts, he urged them to
give half of that
amount to help the
people of Darfur in
southern Sudan who
were suffering from a
terrible draught and
famine.
Touched by his message, the congregation responded with a
“miracle offering,” raising $317,000 to drill wells, launch agricultural projects, build schools and liberate 900 children who
had been sold into slavery. Since that time, the church has
contributed millions of dollars to help the people of Darfur
through the annual Christmas offering.
It’s not your birthday. Sometimes, we forget that. With all of
our shopping, party-going and decorating, there is no time for
the One whose birth we celebrate. Like the innkeeper in Bethlehem, we have no room for Jesus in our crowded holiday
schedule.
Do I sound like Ebenezer Scrooge? I hope not. I love exchanging Christmas gifts, trimming the tree and visiting with
friends. If I hated those things, I would be as cold-hearted as
the Grinch. And yet, we need to keep our focus where it belongs: on the birth of our Savior.
How do we do that? By remembering those who are hurting,
lonely and lost (see Matthew 25:31-46). Here are some ways
you can honor Jesus this Christmas:

 Go Christmas caroling
in your neighborhood.
Even if you don’t have a
great voice, it’s a wonderful
way to share the joy of
Christ with people who may
not go to church.
 Invite a friend or neighbor to come to worship on
Christmas Eve or some
other time. Many people
are looking for a place to
worship at Christmas and
they are waiting for someone to invite them. Pray for
them, that they will respond to the Christmas message and be drawn to faith in Christ.
 Include someone on your shopping list who isn’t a
friend or family member. It might be someone in a
nursing home, or an Angel Tree child who has a
mother or father in prison.
 Send a Christmas card to someone who isn’t on
your usual mailing list, someone who needs a word
of hope and encouragement.
As we make our Christmas plans, we need to remember
the words of Jesus: “When you give a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be
blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
Your servant in Christ,
Peter
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The Gift of Life by Rev. Randy Fannin
“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the
full.” The Lord Jesus (John 10:10)
Long before the advent of modern medicine, Moses declared that “the life of a creature is in the
blood.” (Leviticus 17:11) Andrew Hodge, who writes for
CREATION.com observes, “Now, everyone knows that
we must have enough blood flowing around our body or
else our bodily functions deteriorate and we die. Yet for a
long time, the exact function of blood was little understood.” He asks, “Do the cells of the body tell the blood
how it should work? No. Does the blood carry around
everything possible just in case? No. The cells and the
blood work together to provide optimum conditions for
correct functioning of all the cells.”
In 1818, British obstetrician James Blundell successfully
transfused human blood to a patient who had hemorrhaged during childbirth. In 1901, Karl Landsteiner, an
Australian physician discovered the first human blood
groups, which helped transfusion become a safer practice. While the first transfusions had to be made directly
from donor to receiver before the blood began to clot, it
was discovered that by adding an anticoagulant and refrigerating the blood it was possible to store it for days,
thus opening the way for the development of blood
banks, “coming to life” during World War I. Today, in the
United States alone there are more than 600 blood donation collection sites which supply to over 3,500 hospitals and healthcare facilities.
Concerning blood donations, Gaby Pyles, our Financial
Secretary and Receptionist recently shared this personal
testimony: “Our family moved to Lebanon in 1976 and
two years later, my dad was diagnosed with leukemia.
He was an LPC Elder at the time. The blood drive had all
but died out at LPC, but because he needed blood transfusions, the church rallied behind him & supplied many
donations given in his name. This has always been a
cause near to my heart because of this, but unfortunately
I had to stop donating once I reached one gallon because of some medication that I was on. I just want to
make sure that it still has the same impact that it has
since that time so I thought this might help with awareness to the congregation.”
Gaby’s dad, John Weber passed into the presence of the
Lord Jesus in July of 1980, but thanks to the efforts of
Terry Browning and Larry Bracey, our relationship with
the Dayton Community Blood Center has remained
strong. In 2018, Deacons Karen Fannin and Connie Tunison assumed the lead for the blood drives. Each year
we offer six Blood Drive events in the Ark at LPC and we
nearly always meet the blood donation goal set for us,
thanks to the faithful blood donors, most of whom are

from outside of LPC. What a wonderful opportunity for LPC
members to carry on the mission of saving souls, as well as
the tradition of saving lives through our partnership with the
Dayton Community Blood Center.
2019 LPC Blood Drive in the Ark
Dates and times:
January 5
March 2
May 11
July 20
September 14
November 16

7:30 – 11:30 a.m.
7:30 – 11:30 a.m.
7:30 – 11:30 a.m.
7:30 – 11:30 a.m.
7:30 – 11:30 a.m.
7:30 – 11:30 a.m.

During this blessed holiday season as we reflect on the coming of our Savior Jesus Christ, let’s remember that blood still
matters. Our blood can save some lives. His blood saves all
believing souls for eternity, “[since] it was not with perishable
things such as silver or gold (or other gifts) that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down from your
forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” - 1 Peter 1:18-19

CH (COL) Randy Fannin Retires

When interviewed for the ministry position at LPC, I remember telling the team, “Everyone has baggage. I have duffel
baggage.” For the last three years you have been both supportive and patient as I have finished my obligation to Uncle
Sam. On behalf of my family, I would like to thank you all,
particularly for your presence, presents, and well wishes at
my Army retirement party.
CH (COL) Randy Fannin, retired

You do not have because you do not ask God.
- James 4:3

$960,000

Please pray for the following needs of the
church in the coming month:
 For our Christmas Open House and Live
Nativity on Saturday, December 1, that our
guests would experience the love of Christ.

Jan-Oct Inc
Jan-Oct Exp

$920,000

 For Christian churches in Algeria that have
been forced by the government to close
their doors.
 For our Long Range Planning team as they
seek God’s will for the future.

$880,000

 For Karen Kilpatrick and her leadership
team as they explore a new design for
small groups.
$840,000

 For our worship services on Christmas
Eve, that we would invite friends and neighbors who need to know Jesus.
 For the spiritual renewal of our church, our
community and the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, that the Holy Spirit would deepen our love for Jesus Christ.

Bring an unwrapped toy to church on Sunday, December
2 or to the church office by December 21. There will be a
collection barrel located in the church office where you
can drop off your toys. No toy guns or weapon-type toys
please! We try to keep our gifts of equal value ($15-20)
each. Children’s coloring books, reading books, hats and
mittens will also be given. Monetary donations accepted
and used to purchase toys. Please write checks payable
to Lebanon’s Christmas for Tots! Questions? Call Mary
Deerhake, 513-932-2307.

2017

2018

2019 LPC Women’s Retreat “Save the Date”
We’re excited and hope you will be too! The 2019 LPC Women’s Retreat has been scheduled for March 15-17! Mark your
calendars now, we want to see all the ladies of LPC there! Our
theme this year is Be Still and Know That I Am God – Psalm
46:10. The retreat will be held at the beautiful and serene
Procter Center located in London, Ohio. Brochures available in
January.

Angel Tree Christmas seeks to bring the love of Jesus to prisoners and their children. Gifts purchased by our congregation
are delivered to the children in their parents’ name. In this way
we reach out to the families of prisoners with gifts of love and
a message of hope. Watch for the Angel Tree Christmas
display on Sunday, November 25 and Sunday, December
2. Angel Tree Christmas gifts may be brought to church on
Sunday, December 2 or 9. If you would like more information
about Angel Tree or would like to volunteer for this ministry,
please contact Julie Crago at (513) 646-8797.

Golf Tournament Raises
$3,100 for School in Africa
Many thanks to all of the individuals and companies that sponsored our golf tournament in October and to all the golfers who
participated. We were able to raise $3,100 to help construct
the third phase of the school we are building in Kenya, East
Africa. The third phase will include a library and living quarters
for the teachers. We are grateful for your generous support!
Jack Victory
Jared Lee Studio
Family Dentistry
Dick Wardrop
Reliable Electric
Wolfer Enterprises
Mike McIntosh-EDS
Jack & Terri Catanzaro
Lebanon Electric Supply
Aberlin Springs Agri-Community
Cunningham Institute For Growth
Beth Larson, Realtor, Comey-Shepherd

Grandma's Gardens
LCNB
F & R Miller Farm

Thank You
Dear LPC Family,
Yvonne and I want to sincerely thank all of you for the outpouring of love and generosity you recently showered on us as I
retired. It has been my privilege to be part of your worship and
your lives. We've been enriched by all of you.
In His love, Tom and Yvonne
Dear Friends,
I am eternally grateful for the partnership between India Gospel League and Lebanon Presbyterian Church. Thank you for
the opportunity to visit and share about the need for Bibles in
India, and for generously supporting this initiative. With the
$1,600 collected from your Love Offering we will be able to
provide 320 Bibles for people in India who have no access to
the Word of God.
May God bless LPC.
Matt Garrett
Regional Director, India Gospel League
Dear Mission Committee and LPC Congregation,
We so appreciate your church's participation with us in the
Great Commission through our EPC missions and prayer mobilization ministry. We really appreciate your prayers for us as
we recruit and coach possible missionary candidates for the
EPC and also recruit and equip intercessors to pray for Great
Commission causes like our EPC Global workers overseas
and the Engage 2025 initiative. God bless you and your congregation and know that we pray for God to use you for His
kingdom purposes.
Rev. Phil and Diane Thrash

2019 Is Almost Here!
Commitment 2019
We are your Horizon Leadership team. Most of you do
not know what or who Horizon is. We are formally known
as your Interfaith Hospitality Team at LPC. Horizon is
not only a name change but something bigger! As a part
of Interfaith we care for homeless families in our church.
We provide beds, hot meals, showers, and loving hospitality. But we are expanding our Horizon in 2019. With
this change we get to add so much more to our mission.
We are starting up several smaller side missions to help
those in need in our community. We are forming a new
clothing ministry for homeless families or those who are
struggling. We are starting blessing bags, where we go
door to door providing women in need with necessities.
We even have multiple ideas to start an environmental
mission through Horizon. And so much more!
We would love to have you as a part of our group. We
really want this mission to be successful but we will need
more help now than ever! If you would like to join our
small group of motivated youth at LPC and learn more
about homelessness and poverty, but more importantly
provide hands-on action to help. Please call or text Rob
McLagan at 513-478-4516 or look us up through our Facebook page at InterFaith LPC.

This month we honor the
following men and women for their loving service
to Jesus Christ and the
church.
Geo van der Merwe for the countless hours he has
spent improving our technology.
Rachel Adams, Jennifer Garter, Larry Oury, Elizabeth
Sands, John Taylor, Helen Vickers, and Taylor Ziegler for leading children’s activities for WNT this fall.
Lelia Brandt, Larry Oury, Lynn Steinkirchner, and
Courtney Williams for their amazing work as the Children’s Ministry Team.
Student Ministries, Roger and Ginny Sims, Paulette
Rhinehart, Jan Watsell, Barbara Aberlin and their volunteers for providing much needed meals every Monday
evening for our LPC Feeding Ministry.

Are you up for a challenge? How about reading the Bible
through in one year? Many people who would love to do
just that never complete the task. John and Fran Morris
have read the entire Bible each year for many years, and
invite you to join them in 2019.
Come visit their table in the Narthex on December 16 and
30, where they will be offering guidance and assistance to
those interested in making the Commitment in 2019. To
help you, they will have Bibles and reading plans, including
web sites and tools such as: Bible Study Tools - a variety
of reading plans; Back to the Bible - five different plans for
reading the Bible in one year; and YouVersion (also known
as the Bible app) You will be able to sign the Commitment
2019 challenge so they can motivate and encourage you
as you begin your reading in January.

Preview of WNT Classes
Starting January 9
The Gospel of Mark, led by Pastor Peter Larson. The
Gospel of Mark chronicles Jesus’s journey from Galilee to
Jerusalem as He gathers a band of disciples. On the road
to Jerusalem, only a few stick by the Savior on the road of
discipleship. In a video series, author Francis Chan traces
this journey through Israel, exploring the major themes of
the Gospel of Mark, and asking us: Are we willing to take
this journey to embrace discipleship?
Financial Peace University, led by Debbie Snider. Dave
Ramsey is a leading Christian financial counselor who has
helped millions achieve their financial goals. This class is
for (1) Young singles and families who want to develop
habits leading to financial peace. (2) Those who feel that
they aren’t making adequate progress toward future financial needs. (3) Those who need help correcting mistakes
made with credit and poor habits.
The Book of Daniel, led by Steve Newby. Many of your
favorite Bible stories can probably be found in the book of
Daniel: Daniel in the lion's den; Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. But did you know Daniel contains the personal
testimony of King Nebuchadnezzar, detailed prophecies
about future Gentile kingdoms hundreds of years before
they came and God's precise timing for the Messiah?
Come and join us as we explore this book together.

by Adult Education

God is Love, led by Lee Bollow. What is the love of God
and what does it mean to be loved by Him? The Bible is the
story of God’s love, starting before time began and echoing
throughout eternity. It’s the story of God’s unrelenting, overwhelming love for His people. This love is beyond our understanding: God doesn’t just love us. He is love. Practical,
insightful, and revolutionary, our study will delve deep into
Scripture to explore this dynamic attribute of God, and call
us to reflect His nature of unconditional love.

Be Ready to Sign Up in January!
Calling all devotional writers—40 of you are needed! In midJanuary, preparation for the Lenten Devotional begins, so
be ready to claim a day when the sign-up sheets get
passed around.

The LPC Holy Land Tour
Our 9-day tour in October includes Caesarea, Nazareth,
Capernaum, the Sea of Galilee, the Jordan River, and sites
in Jerusalem. For a brochure about the trip, contact Nina
Dorsch at ninadorsch@sbcglobal.net or 513-228-0038.

Prime Timers will enjoy dinner together on Friday, December
14, prior to the choir concert, Amahl and the Night Visitors.
We will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 5 p.m. and eat
promptly at 5:30 p.m. We will finish in time to find good seats
for the concert which will be followed by a light reception.
The cost for the catered meal is $5 per person. Reservations
must be made by December 12 to Fran and John Morris at
johnandfranm@aol.com or by calling at 513-932-0360. Festive attire is in order! Reminder--there will be no Prime Timers events scheduled for January and February.

Open House for the Holidays
John and Fran Morris invite you to experience Christmas
and the joy of Christian fellowship at their home on either
December 15 or 16 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. They reside at
317 Overlook Trail, Lebanon OH.

LPC Student Ministries

by Andrew Johnson

Encounter and Evolve Schedule

by Ann van der Merwe

Encounter (9th-12th Grade)
Sun., Nov. 18: @ Encounter Retreat
Sun., Nov. 25: No Encounter
Sun., Dec. 2: Encounter Christmas
Mon., Dec. 3: Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 9: Christmas Card Service Night
Sun., Dec. 16: Encounter Christmas Party
Wed., Dec. 19: Encounter & Evolve Caroling 6-8 p.m.
Sun., Dec 23: No Encounter
Sun., Dec 30: No Encounter
Evolve (7th-8th Grade)
Wed., Nov. 21: No Evolve
Wed., Nov. 28: Evolve 6:30 - 8 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 3: Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 5: Christmas Card Service Night
Wed., Dec. 12: Evolve Christmas Party
Wed., Dec. 19: Encounter & Evolve Caroling 6-8 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 26: No Evolve

Children’s Ministry News
Jacob’s Gift
A Child Led Worship Experience
Sunday, December 9 at 10:30 a.m.
The Advent season reminds us of something very special: Jesus came to
earth as a child. God could have ordained a different path for His Son to follow, one in which He did not personally experience the early years of human
life. But God did choose this path, and as a result, we have a Savior who has
been through every part of human life – including childhood. And that is why
the prophet Isaiah writes about the Kingdom of God in this way…
The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and yearling together; and a little child will lead
them.
- Isaiah 11:6

Encounter and Evolve Barn Party

To help us focus our attention on the unique experience of Jesus as a child this Christmas, many of our children are preparing to lead a special combined service of worship on Sunday, December 9. This service will include seasonal music,
scripture, prayers, and drama inspired by the Max Lucado book, Jacob’s Gift. The message throughout is how we can use
the gifts God gives us – our talents and abilities, the opportunities He offers, and the people who love and support us – to
bring glory to the greatest gift God has ever given, His Son Jesus Christ.
It is my hope and prayer that everyone will be blessed by this worship experience. I pray that the children will grow in their
understanding of how God gives and how He calls us to give. I pray that the parents will witness the gifts of faith and generous hearts in their children and be joyful. I pray that the congregation of LPC will welcome the opportunity to be led by
children in this special way, recognizing their unique gifts and the collective value they contribute to this community.

Top photo: Evolve at LJHS Football Game
Bottom photo: Barn Party

Top photo: Evolve pumpkin carving
Bottom photo: Encounter Guys Night

What’s Happening in Worship

by Rick McNeely

Welcome Julie Ann Shelton
LPC’s New Organist!

Christmas at LPC

Julie graduated top of her class with a Bachelor of Music Double major in Piano Pedagogy and Church Music from Columbia College. She received her Master of Music degree in Organ Performance from the College-Conservatory of Music with a full scholarship. Julie has served as organist for churches in the area for the past twenty-five years.
She is a frequent accompanist for Lakota and Mason High Schools and performs locally
with other professional Musicians. She and her family are currently members of
Crestview Presbyterian Church. Julie will be playing Organ for LPC’s upcoming offering
of Amahl and the Night Visitors and will be joining the staff of LPC in January.

Decorating for Advent Adopt a Tree!
Tuesday evening, November 27 at 7:30 p.m. marks the beginning of LPC’s decorating for the Advent Season, which will
culminate on Friday, November 30. This includes hanging wreaths throughout the church, decorating the Sanctuary and
the Ark as well as decorating the live trees throughout the front of the church. These trees are the Hope Tree, the Joy
Tree, the Peace Tree, and the Love Tree. Each tree is “adopted” by a group from the church and decorates their tree according to its theme and then cares for the tree throughout the season. The groups also have the honor of sharing an Advent Candle Reading in Sunday worship that is thematically connected to their tree. If your class or family or team would
like to adopt a tree this year, please contact Jan Watsell at 513-934-2061. The trees are always adopted quickly so be
sure, if you’re interested, to contact Jan as soon as possible.
On Friday, December 14 the LPC Worship
Ministry invites you to experience Amahl and
the Night Visitors at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, followed by a light reception in the
Ark. This unique production includes a cast
of marionettes; Daniel Sachs, piano; Julie
Shelton on Pipe Organ; Matthew Steinkirchner as the Page; Alan Steinkirchner, Gary
Ensing, and Rick McNeely as the Kings, Rachel Sachs as Mother, and Samuel Sachs as
Amahl.
Fun Facts about Amahl – It is a family affair with Alan and Matthew Steinkirchner singing. Daniel Sachs at the piano with
mother and son Rachel and Samuel Sachs singing the lead roles of mother and son. Also, this will give you an opportunity
to hear LPC’s new organist, Julie Shelton, for the first time!
Here’s some fun facts about the opera itself Amahl and the Night Visitors is an opera in one act by Gian Carlo Menotti. It was commissioned by NBC and first performed by the NBC Opera Theatre on December 24, 1951, in New York City at NBC Studio 8H in Rockefeller Center,
where it was broadcast live on television from that venue as the debut production of the Hallmark Hall of Fame. It was the
first opera specifically composed for television in America. You do not want to miss this!

A Bluegrass Christmas Carol Sing and Potluck
A Bluegrass Christmas Carol Sing Wednesday, December 19 at 6:30 p.m. in the Ark. This is going to be FUN! Our goal is
to create an evening of Christmas Joy that is relaxed and easy to attend. As a pastor friend of mine from Nashville always
says, “You gotta eat somewhere.” So why not whip up your favorite holiday dish and join us for an evening of Christmas
cheer! Also, this could be an excellent opportunity for you to invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers, etc. to participate in
a fun, casual fellowship event. The evening will be filled with singing and a number of LPC families will be sharing some
special music with us as well. Easy outreach opportunity, great food, ALL the carols, why would you want to be
anywhere else?

In Preparation for Advent
Saturday, December 1 Living Nativity and Open House
Open House 2-9 p.m. activities for all ages
Spaghetti Dinner 2-6 p.m. in The Ark
Children’s Live outdoor Nativity 1 p.m.
Adult Living Nativity 6 - 8:30 p.m.

December 2 First Sunday of Advent
We will begin our journey exploring how the Advent season
still gives us opportunities to be “Surprised by Joy!”

December 9 Second Sunday in Advent
Sunday, December 9 Children’s Musical combined worship in the Ark
Our children will be leading us in Jacob’s Gift: A Child Led Worship Experience at 10:30 a.m.
Additional information can be found on the children’s ministry page of the newsletter.
Friday, December 14 - Amahl and the Night Visitors 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Worship ministry will be offering Amahl and the Night Visitors. A light reception will follow.
This one act opera will be presented with choir, soloists, and a cast of marionettes!
Samuel and Rachel Sachs will be singing the roles of Amahl and his Mother! You won’t want to miss this!
Saturday, December 15 Living Nativity 6 - 8:30 p.m.

December 16 Third Sunday in Advent
God was not asking Mary for a single year of service, or a single
act of devotion or sacrifice. God was asking for “Only Everything.”
Wednesday, December 19 - A Bluegrass Christmas Carol Sing and Potluck
Bring your friends, neighbors, co-workers, family, and your favorite holiday dish to this relaxed
evening of sharing great food and all the carols with a folksy/bluegrass twist!
Members of the congregation will be sharing some special music. It will be a fun night for all!
Saturday, December 22 Living Nativity 6 - 8:30 p.m.

December 23 Fourth Sunday in Advent
When we think about the major players in the Christmas story
do we leave the key player out? Who could it be? Join us for worship and find out!

Sunday, December 23 Living Nativity 6 - 8:30 p.m.

December 24 Christmas Eve Services
6 p.m. Candlelight Family Service
7:30 p.m. Candlelight Service
9 p.m. Candlelight and Communion Service
(all three services will be in the Sanctuary)

