Encounter (9th-12th Grade)
Sun., Nov. 25: No Encounter
Sun., Dec. 2: Encounter Christmas
Mon., Dec. 3: Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 9: Christmas Card Service Night
Sun., Dec. 16: Encounter Christmas Party
Wed., Dec. 19: Encounter & Evolve
Caroling 6-8 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 23: No Encounter
Sun., Dec. 30: No Encounter

For Our Guests

Evolve (7th-8th Grade)
Wed., Nov. 28: Evolve 6:30 - 8 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 3: Feeding Ministry 4-7 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 5: Christmas Card Service Night
Wed., Dec. 12: Evolve Christmas Party
Wed., Dec. 19: Encounter & Evolve
Caroling 6-8 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 26: No Evolve

Thank you for taking the time to complete the Guest Information on our
attendance registration pad. We value your visit with us and this is a simple
way of letting us know how we may better meet your needs. Thanks for
visiting! We’re glad you’re here.
Rest Rooms are located in the hallway by the Information Center, on the
lower level of the ARK and in the classroom office/wing.

Sunday School--Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. Everyone Welcome
Adult classes located in the Classroom/Office Wing:
Faith Weavers- Jim VanDeGrift in Room 102
Faith Explorers - Gary Ensing in Room 313
Bible in Life - Jim Garrett in Room 306
Young Adult Ministry - Andrew Klenk/Rachel Jaynes/Joy Seick in Room 307
S.A.L.T. class - in Room 309
Raising Godly Kids - Rachael Earley in Room 311
Vintage - Teens and parents of youth grade 7-12 in LPC Youth Center

Kids’ Corner by Ann van der Merwe
Contentment
It’s easy to say thank you to someone who gives you something you really
want. You probably don’t even have to think about it. The words just fall out
of your mouth because you are so happy with the gift!
But how do you respond when someone gives you something you really
don’t want? Do you smile and squeeze out a polite “thank you”? Do you say
something else? Whatever you do, it probably doesn’t come as naturally.
In the same way, it is easy to praise God when life is good. But today’s scripture reminds us that we should also praise God when life is not so good. The
reason is simple: God is still blessing us even when things seem bad. Sometimes, God works through really bad stuff to do something amazing…and we
need to wait. Sometimes, God wants us to appreciate that we always have
his love…even when we might not have much else. Always, God wants us
to have joy. And joy means praising God for his goodness no matter what!
Weekly Prayer List
Don Colston, Marianne Duerré and Joyce Pursell
To follow Marianne Duerré’s progress please sign up
at www.caringbridge.org

Children’s classes located on third floor of the Classroom/Office Wing:
Embrace - Ages birth to 2 years old in the Nursery (main floor)
Explore - Preschool to Kindergarten in Room 301
Excite - 1st through 4th Grade in Room 302 and 304
Engage - 5th and 6th Grade in Room 305

Nursery/Family Room
We have a staffed nursery located between the Ark and the Information
Center. We also have a Family Room with worship audio located next to our
Information Center.

Session - (Session minutes are available in the church office)
Steve Fennessey
Garry Benner
Lee Bollow
Mark Masthay
Cheryl Bogen
Chuck Duerré
Cathy Riggin
Dave Hanley
Ned Earley
Alan Steinkirchner
Larry Oury
Joe McKenzie
Richard Wardrop
Bernie Uchtman
Mike Schneider
Carolyn Lucke - Clerk of Session

Worship at LPC
Traditional Worship Sunday at 8:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Christian Education at 10 a.m.
Modern Worship Sunday at 11:15 a.m. in the Ark

Flowers This Morning are Given by
Bill Stevens and family to the glory of God
and in loving memory of Sandra Stevens.

Prayer teams available following worship
for those who desire prayer.

The Rose on the Communion Table is in Celebration of

The Facility schedule is available on our video displays
and online at www.lebanonpresbyterian.org

Jerry Hathorn, brother of Terri Catanzaro, who passed away on October 28.
Attendance - November 18, 2018
8:45 a.m. - 236
11:15 a.m. - 117
Sunday School - 142
Offering - $11,382.05
Operating Fund Income thru October 2018 - $949,938.56
Operating Fund Expense thru October 2018 - $957,685.29

Total - 353

Lebanon Presbyterian Church
An Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC)
123 N. East St., Lebanon, Ohio 45036 • 513-932-2751 • Fax 513-934-0339
Office Hours - Mon-Thurs 8 to 4 p.m.; Friday 8 to 3 p.m.
lebanonpresbyterian.org

Soul Food: A Word from Randy

Contentment
One of the great mysteries of Christianity is contentment. At least one must
presume it is a mystery, because so few people live it. Life, with the pull of
various day-to-day activities (even the good stuff like family, friends, and fun)
and the challenges (like fitness and finances) can cloud out one’s real purpose
in life: knowing and serving God. No wonder frustration sets in when things go
sideways. Even Believers can get trapped in discontent by adopting the worldly
goals of “more, bigger, and best! And if not now, then when?” How’s that working for you? The evidence to the contrary is a lack of peace, a lack of spiritual
growth, and a growing doubt about God’s ability or willingness to provide. Then
when life feels empty or out of balance, many people try to find contentment by
filling the void on their own terms, i.e. buying more things or getting rid of stuff
in order to “bring back that loving feeling.”
Contentment, contrary to popular opinion, does not mean being completely
satisfied with where you are; rather, it is knowing God’s plan for your life, having a conviction to live it, and believing that God’s peace is greater than the
world’s problems.

Sermon Notes:

Contentment

Congregational Meeting

Want to Be Part of Our New Nursery Ministry?

There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, December 2 at 10 a.m. in the
Sanctuary for the purpose of electing new elders and deacons and approving the
terms of call for our pastor. We will also be receiving the 2019 LPC Operating
Budget. Copies are currently available at the Information Center.

The Children’s Ministry Team is seeking leaders and volunteers for Embrace,
our new ministry to children age two and under. This includes two new paid
positions – a Nursery Ministry Director and two or more Nursery Ministry Assistants. We are seeking people who feel called by God not simply to care for
children but also to teach them Biblical truths, to connect with their parents,
and to be an integral part of growing our ministry to children and families. If you
would like to apply for one of the paid positions, please visit the employment
link on the LPC website for complete job descriptions and application information. If you would like more information on serving as a volunteer, please contact Ann van der Merwe at ann@lebanonpresbyterian.org or 513-932-2751.

Fill Our Praise Board
Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give thanks to
Him and praise His name. - Psalm 100:4 Let’s give thanks to Him. As a congregation and as individuals we have received many blessings. Please share
some of your praises by adding your Praise Card to the Praise Board located
in the hall outside of the Ark kitchen. Our goal is to overflow our board with
praises and give thanks to Him. No limit on the cards you can fill out.

Christmas for Tots
Bring an unwrapped toy to church on Sunday, December 2 or to the church
office by December 21. There will be a collection barrel located in the church
office where you can drop off your toys. No toy guns or weapon-type toys please!
We try to keep our gifts of equal value ($15-20) each. Children’s coloring books,
reading books, hats and mittens will also be given. Monetary donations accepted and used to purchase toys. Please write checks payable to Lebanon’s
Christmas for Tots! Questions? Call Mary Deerhake, 513-932-2307.

Interfaith at LPC

________________________________________________

Typically we host families in crisis mode for one week at a time but due to a
shortage of host church availability, LPC is stepping up to the plate and taking
on a two week rotation to further help these families during the holiday season.
Therefore, we need a lot of assistance with additional meals, food items, evening
host help and overnights. Please call or text Rob at 513-478-4516 for more info
or to jump in on this great mission. Follow us on Facebook at Interfaith LPC
for updates.

_________________________________________________

We Need Volunteers for our Open House

________________________________________________
________________________________________________

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

We are coordinating a group of strong people to put together the stable today
after second service. The all-day Open House is December 1 from 2-9 p.m.
We still need help serving our spaghetti dinner and we need additional greeters. If you are interested in participating Saturday, December 1, please sign
up after either service at the Information Center or call Debbie Snider at
513-932-2789. Many hands make light work!

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Project Angel Tree
Angel Tree seeks to bring the love of Jesus to prisoners and their children. Gifts
purchased by our members are delivered to the children in their parents’ name.
In this way we reach out to the families of prisoners with gifts of love and a message of hope. Watch for the Angel Tree display today and December 2. Angel
Tree gifts may be brought to church on Sunday, December 2 or Sunday,
December 9. If you would like more information about Angel Tree or would
like to volunteer for this ministry, please contact Julie Crago at 513-646-8797.

2019 Adult Mexico Mission Trip
The Adult Mexico Mission Trip is scheduled for Feb. 16-23, 2019. If you are
interested in going, please contact Mike McIntosh as soon as possible. To
reserve a ticket for this trip, contact Mike at mmcintosh@fuse.net or 513-3988185.

Prime Timers Special Event
Prime Timers will enjoy dinner together on Friday, December 14, prior to
the choir concert, Amahl and the Night Visitors. We will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 5 p.m. and eat promptly at 5:30 p.m. We will finish in time
to find good seats for the concert which will be followed by a light reception. The cost for the catered meal is $5 per person. Reservations must
be made by December 12 to Fran and John Morris at johnandfranm@aol.
com or by calling at 513-932-0360. Festive attire is in order! Reminder-there will be no Prime Timers events scheduled for January and February.

2018 Advent Devotional
Devotionals will be available on Sunday, December 2 at both the Sanctuary
and the Ark.

The Giving Tree
This year the Missions Committee will again be having the Giving Tree that
supports the Elizabeth New Life Center for infants whose mothers have
unexpected and crisis pregnancies. Choose a tag or bottle from the Giving
Tree that has an item you would like to purchase and return it, unwrapped with
the tag or bottle to the church by December 10. Stop by the tree in the Narthex
or outside the Ark. For more information, call Debbie Snider at 513-932-2789.

Numbered Giving Envelopes
If you normally receive a box of numbered giving envelopes, they will be available for pick on Sunday, December 2 at the Information Center. Questions?
Please contact Gabrielle Pyles at 513-932-2751.

Meet Our New Members!
Nancy Allwes recently moved to Ohio from the Pittsburgh area to be near her family. She
has three children, eight grandchildren and two great grandchildren. She enjoys reading and
spending time with her family. She is joining by letter of transfer from Lebanon Presbyterian
Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Rick Beckwith moved to Ohio from North Carolina in 2015 and settled in Lebanon this year.
Rick says he has “bounced around a lot” in his life and that is looking forward to putting
down roots here at LPC. He worked for 20 years for Gerber Scientific, Inc. and did a lot of
travelling around the United States and Europe before retiring in June. He enjoys playing
golf, travel, having dinner out, movies and NFL football. He is joining LPC by Reaffirmation
of Faith.
Tom and Patricia Bellgraph are joining by letter of transfer from First Presbyterian Church
in Hastings, Michigan in the Grand Rapids area. They live in Morrow, and moved here to be
near their children and grandchildren. Tom is a retired CPA and Patricia is a retired school
counselor. They enjoy exploring the many entertainment options in the Cincinnati area.
Ed and Pamela Bowman recently moved from Tennessee to Ohio to be closer to family. Ed
is a pastor in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church but retired due to health issues. Together,
they have served churches in Texas and Louisiana. According to Ed, they came to LPC
expecting not to like it but instead, they fell in love with the church and knew immediately
that God wanted them here. Pam is joining by letter of transfer from Ascension Evangelical
Presbyterian Church in Bristol, Tennessee.
Lynn and Gary Brooke are joining by letter of transfer from North Lake Church in Lady
Lake, Florida. They moved to Ohio in May to be near family and live at Mount Pleasant
Retirement Community. Gary and Lynn owned a printing business in the Columbus area
before retiring 20 years ago. They have two children, four grandchildren and “five and a
half” great grandchildren. They enjoy golfing, playing bridge and “getting as much exercise
as possible.”
Mike and Mandy Martinson join LPC by letter of transfer from Sycamore Presbyterian
Church in Cincinnati. Mandy grew up in Lebanon and works as a domestic relations attorney in Lebanon. Mike grew up in Dayton and is a mechanical engineer for General Electric.
They live in Maineville with their three children Zach (7), Rosie (5), and Joey (2). Mike and
Mandy enjoy being outdoors, playing board games and spending time with family.
Roger and Diane McMurrin are joining LPC by letter of transfer from First Presbyterian
Church in Orlando. Roger and Diane have spent the past 25 years serving as missionaries
in Ukraine where they founded the Music Mission Kiev and where Roger conducted the Kiev
Symphony Orchestra. Diane taught the Bible to widows and wrote four books and a radio
program. Previously, Roger served as choir director at Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in
Ft. Lauderdale and Highland Park Presbyterian Church in Dallas. Now, they have come to
Lebanon to retire.
Audra Morrison is joining LPC by Reaffirmation of Faith. Audra and her husband, Robert,
moved to Lebanon in 1981. They have been married for 55 years and are blessed with five
children. They enjoy their ten grandchildren, restoring their historic home, knitting, quilting
and cooking. Audra’s youngest daughter, Molly, also worships at LPC with her family.
Stephen and Connie Parrish join LPC by letter of transfer from Sycamore Presbyterian
Church in Cincinnati. They have lived in Lebanon since 1988 and have two daughters and
five grandchildren. Steve formerly served as a trustee at Georgetown Presbyterian Church.
Silvia Potts is joining LPC by Reaffirmation of Faith. She was born in Romania and moved
to the United States seven years ago. Her son, Eyan, attends Pre-K at The Academy. Silvia
began attending LPC many years ago, but now she believes it is important to raise her son
in the church and to be in worship regularly.
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Lindsay Zirkle lives in Lebanon and works for LCNB as a commercial credit analyst.
She has a 12-year-old daughter, Lydia. She enjoys reading, gardening and attending her
daughter’s various activities which include swim team and cheerleading. She is joining by
Reaffirmation of Faith.
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*Call to Worship (1 Chronicles 29:10-13)
Kelsey Hoeffel
Leader: LORD, we give you praise.
People: We give you praise forever and ever.
Leader: LORD, you are great and powerful.
People: Glory, majesty, and beauty belong to you.
Leader: You are honored as the One who rules over all.
People: Wealth and honor come from you.
Leader: You are the ruler of all things.
People: In your hands are strength and power.
Leader: Our God, we give you thanks.
ALL:
We praise your glorious name.
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Prayer of Confession
Kendall Hoeffel
Dear God, You are a generous and loving Father, but we are not the
grateful children you desire. We forget that everything we have is a
gift from you. We continue to want more. We fail to share what you
have given. We want what others have. Forgive us, Lord, and give us
grateful hearts. Help us to see the blessings you provide and to share
the gifts you give with everyone around us. In Jesus’ name, AMEN.
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* Response
God is So Good
God is so good, God is so good,
God is so good, he’s so good to me.
He loves me so, He loves me so,
He loves me so, he’s so good to me.
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