Preaching Schedule
Sunday, Nov. 4
Communion Sunday

Stepping Up to the Plate
1 Corinthians 16:1-24

Sunday, Nov.18
Worthy!

Sunday, Nov. 11
A Cure for Anxiety
Luke 12:22-34
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Revelation 5:1-14

Sunday, Nov. 25
Angel Tree Christmas seeks to bring the love of
Jesus to prisoners and their children. Gifts purchased by our congregation are delivered to the children in their parents’ name. In this way we reach out
to the families of prisoners with gifts of love and a
message of hope. Watch for the Angel Tree
Christmas display on Sunday, November 18 and
Sunday, December 2. Angel Tree Christmas gifts
may be brought to church on Sunday, December 9.
If you would like more information about Angel Tree
or would like to volunteer for this ministry, please
contact Julie Crago at (513) 646-8797.

Chronicle
Treasure in Heaven

Thanksgiving Sunday
Stewardship Sunday

Jesus also told a story about three servants who were
each given a large amount of money. One servant,
afraid of losing his Master’s money, buried it in the
ground to keep it safe. The servant expected his Master
would praise him. But instead, his Master condemns him
harshly:

Thanks for Nothing
Philippians 4:4-7

In a jittery stock market and uncertain economy, we look for a
safe place to invest our money where it will earn a good rate
of return.
According to Jesus, the only safe investment is the Kingdom
of Heaven. When we invest in His kingdom, it cannot be lost,
stolen or destroyed, and it will pay dividends forever.
Sell your possessions and give to the poor.
Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out,
A treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted,
Where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.
For where your treasure is,
There your heart will be also.
- Luke 12:33-34
Jesus once told the story of a wealthy farmer who had a record harvest. Instead of giving some of it away, he decided to
build bigger barns so he could enjoy a comfortable retirement.
That sounds like a wise financial strategy. And yet, Jesus
called the man a fool!
You fool! This very night your life
Will be demanded from you,
Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?
This is how it will be with anyone
Who stores up things for himself,
But is not rich toward God.
- Luke 12:20-21

You wicked, lazy servant!
Take the talent from him and give it
To the one who has ten talents.
For everyone who has will be given more,
And he will have an abundance.
Whoever does not have,
Even what he has will be taken away.
- Matthew 25:26,28-29
You see, everything that we have belongs to God. One
day, we will give account for every penny God has entrusted to us. And on that day, God will expect a return
on his investment. Instead of guarding our wealth, we
need to leverage ourselves for the sake of Christ and his
Kingdom.
The world tells us to guard our wealth, but Jesus tells us
to give extravagantly. The world tells us to look out for
ourselves, but Jesus tells us to care for others. The
world tells us to live in comfort, but Jesus tells us to deny
ourselves and take up the cross. The world tells us to be
rich, but Jesus tells us to be rich toward God.
Are you storing up treasures on earth, or in heaven? Are
you saving up for a comfortable retirement, or are you
giving generously to support the mission of Jesus and
his church?
Your servant in Christ,
Peter
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I Know Who Holds Tomorrow by Rev. Randy Fannin
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves received from God.”
- 2 Corinthians 1:3-4
A little more than a year ago, Marjorie found herself in the most
difficult place she had ever been. Bryson, her husband of 47
years had just died, and though she was surrounded by caring
people and needy dogs, there could be no substitute for the
relationship that had defined her. Early on, much of her time
was taken up with climbing the mountain of paperwork that she
says is necessary to erase a person’s life from the world’s systems.
A few miles away at Lebanon Presbyterian Church, a small
group of us were working on a plan to offer support to the more
than thirty people in our Church Family who lose loved ones
each year. Marjorie joined us last Fall for our 14 week
“GriefShare” program. Perhaps it was a bit too early for her.
Perhaps the program itself was too long. She hung in there for a
while, and then decided she needed to drop out. Yet, she says
she took with her a few helpful insights: for instance, Tom
Haire’s story about crying every day for weeks after the loss of
his first wife. Then, there was a statement in one of the GriefShare videos that stuck with her: “Do the next right thing.”

iPray

$880,000

I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me
and heard my cry.
- Psalm 40:1

$860,000
Jan-Sept Inc

Please pray for the following needs of the church in
the coming month:

Jan-Sept Exp
$840,000

 For our Long Range Planning Team as they
begin to develop a 5-year plan for mission and
ministry, that the LORD would guide and give
them wisdom.
$820,000

 For the national and local elections taking place
Tuesday, November 6, that we would be
blessed with Godly men and women to lead us.
 For our short-mission team as they serve in
North Carolina Nov. 10-17, that they would carry the love and light of Christ to hurricane victims.

$800,000

 For Daniel and Rachel Sachs and their ministry
to married couples through the Marriage
School (Third Option).

$780,000

 For our 2019 Stewardship campaign, that
God’s people would give with eager and grateful hearts to Jesus and his ministry at LPC.

$760,000

As our Bereavement Team reflected on our attempts to offer a
meaningful support ministry, Sharen Benner said that she was
convinced that God had the right person to lead our next group.
We just had to pray about it and wait for the Lord to show us
who that was. And He did. It was Marjorie Pursell. Having spent many years in Adult Education, Marjorie was experienced
in curriculum development and speaking to groups. Unexpectedly, she learned to understand and speak the language of
grief. She believed God was providing a way forward. Maybe He would allow her journey to help others. She took the
GriefShare materials and the Stephen Ministry Grief Books and crafted a program of instruction that would serve as the
framework upon which she could share her story and engage others in their time of profound sadness.

Session Report

The first five (5) weeks of our Fall Wednesday Nights Together program, Marjorie Pursell, along with Carol Hornsby, Tom
Haire, Terri Catanzaro, and Randy Fannin offered our homegrown “A Time to Grieve” support group. Five others joined us.
Honestly, speaking the language of grief for our friends was painful. Yet, one person later wrote, “Marjorie was so well prepared and did a great job of assembling materials. Her openness and honesty about her own grief provided an open door
for class participation. She did a wonderful job!”

 Approved the hiring of Canilee McNeely as a part-time
Student Ministry assistant, a position included in our
2018 budget but not filled until now.

On Wednesday, November 14, Dr. Rita Poth from our church will be leading a follow up gathering focused on finding comfort during the holidays for those who have experienced loss. Rita lost her husband, Bob, just before Thanksgiving twenty
one years ago. Her wisdom is inspiring. It doesn’t matter if your loss was recent or some time ago, I’d like to invite you to
consider joining us in Room 306 at 6:30 p.m. on November 14. Perhaps, surprisingly, you’ll be glad you did.

The Session of LPC took the following actions at our October
15 monthly meeting:
 Approved job descriptions for new positions of Nursery
Ministry Director and Nursery Ministry Assistant, as
presented by Personnel and the Children’s Ministry
Team.

 Approved the creation of a Long Range Planning Team
to develop a 5-year plan to evaluate the current and future ministry and mission of the church and report back
to Session with recommendations. Team members include: Jerry Taylor and Neil Tunison (co-chairs); Dan
Cunningham, Rachael Earley, Amy Schneider, Roger
Sims, Rick Oliver, Joe McKenzie (elder), Rev. Peter Larson (Pastor) and Sherry Showalter (Church Business
Administrator).

2017

2018

 Discussed the congregational forum held Oct. 14
where the policy on safety and firearms was presented. Session members felt the forum was helpful and
very positive.

The LPC Book Club
will meet Thursday
November 8 at 7
p.m. in Room 311 to
discuss "Little Fires
Everywhere" by Celeste Ng. Come join
us as we discuss this fictional view of life in middle
America amid contentious issues. All are welcome.
For further information, call Joan Cummins at 513932-3742.

LPC

Young Life
Reaching Miami Valley Students

Mission News

One of the missions supported by our church is Young Life of MidMiami Valley, a ministry to junior and senior high students in our region. More than 520 students attend weekly Young Life
Club meetings at Edgewood, Lebanon, Madison, Middletown and Monroe High Schools. Last year, 181 students spent a
week at Young Life camps where they had an opportunity to hear about Jesus and respond in faith to the Gospel. In addition to two full-time staff, Young Life has 41 volunteer leaders who each spend 15 hours weekly reaching out to kids. Currently, 109 high school students attend “Campaigners,” where they study the Bible and are grow in their faith as disciples.

Eagles Take Wing in LPC Scout Troop
Our LPC Scout Troop has produced 66 Eagle Scouts since 1985. Five more scouts from Troop 186 are expected to earn
their Eagle rank in the coming months. Currently, our Troop has 51 youth members and 25 adult volunteers. They have
earned 107 merit badges and 17 rank advancements so far this year. Troop outings include a mountain-climbing trip in
Colorado, caving at Mammoth Cave in Kentucky, hiking the Yorktown Historic Trail and going to scout camp at Camp
Friedlander.

Thank You

This month we honor the following men and women for their
loving service to Jesus Christ and the church.
Tony Moore, Roger Sims, Dave Lupberger, Phil Craig,
Neil Tunison and Rick Oliver for a very productive workday
which included trimming trees, moving bushes, planting new
items, and seeding areas around the church.
Doug and Paulette Rhinehart for planting three new trees
on the church grounds.
Tony and Mindy Moore for the lawn upkeep throughout the
spring and summer.
Jill Tepe for coordinating the Excite visit to Bickford Senior
Living.
Rachael Earley and Heather Forster for serving as chaperones for Junior Jam.

Dear LPC Family,
Jesus said: “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
love one another.” John 13:34-35(NIV). My family and I
have both witnessed and been bathed in the love He
commanded. From those who worked all day to prepare
a beautiful meal to those who were brought in wheel
chairs and then all those who ministered to me and my
family in so many ways it can only be described as love. I
now know the power of a teary eyed embrace. I believe
Winkie is praising God for answering her prayers that the
church would come together and love one another. So
many visitors commented on the warmth and beauty of
the Body here at LPC. I wish I could take the space to
describe all the loving ministering of the staff. Thank you
is so inadequate. I can only try to redouble my efforts to
obey His command.
Joe McKenzie and family
To My Wonderful Church Family,
I want you to know how much I appreciated all of the
prayers, get well cards ( both serious and funny ) , food,
phone calls, flowers and visits after my fall. It was a long
4 months with hospital and rehab stays and all of the therapists, aids and nurses helping and they really did
help. But I especially want to thank my girls for all of their
help. They went way “beyond the call of duty”. Thanks
again to all of you.
Love, Jo Snider

What’s Happening in Worship

by Rick McNeely

Now What?
As most of you know, we recently conducted a survey on worship at LPC. I want to thank everyone for their affirmations on
what is going well and your thoughts on things we might change
a bit. I want to share with you a few things that are happening, in
both services, based on what we’ve learned. There isn’t enough
space to go over the “why’s” that came from the survey so I’m
just focusing on the actions we are taking and/or considering. I
am very happy to talk more in depth with anyone who might have
questions about the survey or our response to it. Focusing mainly on music, and in no certain order, here are a few ways we are responding to what we’ve learned  We are blessed to have a number of highly talented classical musicians in the congregation and will continue to create
as many opportunities as possible for them to share their gifts in worship.
 As we search for our next organist, we will hold firm to the many positive thoughts shared through the survey on the
importance of organ music in worship.
 Next year, we will be assessing our current hymnal, as well as others, to see if we should consider making a change.
 In the 11:15 a.m. service, we will look for more opportunities to include traditional hymns in a variety of styles.
 We will strive to broaden the scope of worship music offered in the 11:15 a.m. service.
 We will continue to develop this concept of a “Modern Traditional” worship style we have been developing in the
11:15 a.m. service.
 There is a sense of separation between the praise band and the congregation in the 11:15 a.m. service. Some of this
has to do with the current setup and we are looking at ways to bring us closer together, both in the physical setup of
the platform and in how the worship leaders interact with the congregation.
The overall “take” from the survey is that the worship life of LPC is healthy and vibrant. That being said, there will always
be room for improvement and I appreciate the opportunity the survey has given us to focus on some specifics. I am humbled to be part of a fellowship that loves worship and look forward to serving, working, growing, and celebrating together
with each of you!

Looking Ahead…
Please mark your calendars for these upcoming Worship events:
Sunday, November 11 – Veteran’s Day
Sunday, November 25 – Thanksgiving Sunday/Pledge Dedication Day
Sunday, December 2 – First Sunday in Advent
Sunday, December 9 – Children’s Christmas Musical (Combined Worship Service)
Friday, December 14 – Amahl and the Night Visitors
Wednesday, December 19 – A Bluegrass Christmas Carol Sing and Potluck
Monday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Services

LPC Student Ministries

by Andrew Johnson

A Welcome Place to Play
LPC Student Ministries regularly hosts “Nerf Nights” at LPC where our Evolve (7-8th) and Encounter (9-12th) students invite their friends to our church where we play Nerf Tag. We regularly see 50-60 students attend on these nights of fun and
play. One night last year we had almost 90 students. In an increasingly post-Christian culture, our goal is to provide a
positive experience in a church where they experience the love and welcome of Jesus Christ. Please pray for the seeds of
faith and friendship with all of the young people who will visit our church with their friends this year.

Children’s Ministry News
by Ann van der Merwe
Our children are experiencing the Gospel in many ways here at LPC. Both inside and outside the walls of our building,
they are learning with their minds, loving with their hearts, serving with their hands, and growing closer to God in their
souls. Here are a few snapshots from special events in the past month…
Hearing and responding to the Gospel at Junior Jam

Encounter Serving
Do you know that the IHN ministry leadership team,
Horizon is made up of primarily teenage girls? This
past month Encounter High School Ministry with the
help of our IHN teen leaders made hospitality or
“Blessing Bags” for all women who come to our
church during IHN week. These bags contain basic
toiletries, snacks for the kids, warm socks, and hand
written notes containing encouraging scripture verses. Radical hospitality is what we experience in the
love of Jesus Christ. We must take on the same
mind as Christ and extend radical hospitality to all
whom God places in our path.

Crafting with residents at Bickford Senior Living

Excite Shoebox
Packing Party
and Family Movie Night
Friday, November 9
Excite Shoebox Packing Party
@ 5:30 p.m. in Room 304.
Family Movie Night
@ 6:30 p.m. in the Ark.
Movie will be Ferdinand

