Preaching Schedule
Sunday, Sept. 2
Communion Sunday

Feast or Famine
1 Corinthians 11:17-33

Sunday, Sept. 9
Unwrapping Your Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Seek First Saturday
We expanded our prayer ministry to include a monthly Seek First Saturday prayer gathering in our Sanctuary to seek the Lord for our needs at home, in our
church, and in our world. As we worship, we pray
alone, in small groups, with church leaders, and with
one another in a spirit of anticipation. We’d love to
have you join us at our next SFS gathering on
Saturday, September 1 at 5:45 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 16

Chronicle
Lebanon Presbyterian Church

Sunday, Sept. 23

September 2018

Guest Preacher
Steven Khoury
In the Backyard of Jesus

Sunday, Sept. 30

Playing Oﬀense

Family Sunday

Getting Worship Right
1 Corinthians 14:1-40

Body Building

On this rock I will build my church and the gates of hell will not decline, I believe the main reason is that we are playing
prevail against it.
defense. We have failed to reach out, evangelize and
- Matthew 16:18
share the love of Christ with a lost and dying world.

Football season is starting soon, which is good news for Ohio

1 Corinthians 12:12-31

State fans.
Will the Buckeyes go all the
way to the championship? It
depends on two things.
First, you need a strong defense to stand firm. Also,
you need a strong offense to
move the ball down the field
and score touchdowns. Defense and offense – both are
needed.

In many churches today, there is a “bunker” mentality.
They are inwardly focused. They worship and study the
Bible, but little thought
is given to those outside the church who
don’t know Jesus and
who will perish without
him.

How do we play offense? It begins by asking ourselves: What am
I doing to share my
faith? Am I praying for
the salvation of my
I believe the same thing is
friends and neighbors?
true with the Christian faith.
Am I trying to build relaAs followers of Jesus, we
tionships with people
need a strong defense. The
who don’t know Christ?
Bible tells us to “stand firm”
Am I inviting them to
against evil, temptation, error and falsehood. In every age, we my home for dinner? Am I having those deep and diffimust defend the truth of the Gospel. We must not cave or cult conversations – or am I avoiding them?
compromise with the world and it’s values. However, to defend the Gospel is not enough. We also need a strong of- There are all sorts of ways to share your faith. You might
fense.
volunteer to teach Sunday school. You might join our
Mission Trip to Puerto Rico in early November. You
That means sharing our faith with others. We must carry the might go door to door in a neighborhood of new homes,
light of Christ to people who are lost, broken, hurting and living inviting people to come to worship. You might get inin darkness. We must be striving constantly toward that goal. volved in Kairos, which shares the gospel with prisoners
When Jesus said, “On this rock I will build my church and the at the Lebanon Correctional Institution.
gates of hell will not prevail against it,” that is not a defensive
strategy. It’s a picture of a church that is breaking down the You might get involved with the Gideons, who distribute
gates of hell with a battering ram! The question is, are we Bibles here in Warren County. You might volunteer to
doing that? Are we playing offense?
serve the homeless when they stay at LPC.
As most of you know, we belong to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC). The EPC does a great job playing defense.
We are very good at defending the truth of the Bible and Reformed doctrine and I am grateful for that. And yet, the EPC is
not growing. In 2017, the EPC membership declined by seven
percent and average worship attendance declined by almost
four percent. While there are probably many reasons for this

Are you playing offense? If you step out in faith, the
LORD will guide and help you to reach others with the
Good News.
Your servant in Christ,
Peter
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Fall Class News by Adult Education

iPray

$740,000

$720,000

Mark Your Calendars!
September 9: Fall Kick-Off Pancake Breakfast
Bring the whole family for the annual fall kickoff breakfast at 10 a.m. on Sunday,
September 9 in the Ark for pancakes, sausage, bacon, fresh fruit and more. While
you enjoy this free breakfast, learn about opportunities to take the next step in
your Christian walk.

September 12: Wednesday Nights Together Classes Start
God has brought Christians
from many different faith
backgrounds to LPC. We are
bound together in the unity of
our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. We are a fellowship
with what is called a
“Reformed Faith.” But, what is
that Reformed faith? Charles
Spurgeon once said that Reformed theology is nothing
other than biblical Christianity.
It is central to Presbyterianism. Join us this fall for our
series to study the Doctrines of God’s Grace, the basics of
our “Reformed Faith.” In our study we will answer the
foundational question, “How do I know and love the God of
the Bible?” Our study will go right to the very heart of
God’s revelation to us, helping us work to understand the
heights and depths of the God who has spoken to us in
His Word. This class is led by Lee Bollow.
Why does God allow pain
and suffering? How does
God use these things to
deepen our faith, strengthen
our character and draw us
closer to Him? During this
10-week class we will wrestle with these questions as
we study a book written by
Tim Keller. The class will be
led by Pastor Peter.

What the church needs today is not more machinery, new organizations or novel methods,
but people whom the Holy Spirit can use – men
and women of prayer, mighty in prayer.
- E.M. Bounds

$680,000

 For the Christian juggler, Jesse Joyner, that
we would invite friends and neighbors to
come to this outreach and hear his Gospel
message on Sept. 5.

$640,000

Have You Dreamed of
Visiting the Holy Land?
Interested in walking where Jesus walked?
Join us for an informational meeting to plan a
trip to Israel in the Spring of 2019. We will be
meeting on Sunday, September 30 at 6:30 p.m.
in Room 102. Questions? Email Nina Dorsch at
ninadorsch@sbcglobal.net.

 For all of our teachers and students as they
begin a new school year, that they will shine
brightly with the light of Christ.

Jan-July Exp

$700,000

Please pray for the following needs of the
church during the coming month:
 For the start of Wednesday Nights together
on September 12 that many would come for
fellowship, Bible study and spiritual growth.

 For Steven Khoury, an Arab, Palestinian
Christian who pastors a church in Bethlehem, Israel, who will preach at LPC on Sunday, September 23.

In the gospels, one-third of Jesus’ teachings are given in
the form of parables. As the consummate teacher and storyteller, Jesus knew these were the best way to communicate to His listeners the timeless truths about the Kingdom
of God and the Christian life. But why parables? More importantly, what does God want us to learn and apply to our
lives today from these ancient stories? You’ll probably be
surprised how much you’ve been overlooking! Please join
us as we study a number of the parables together, some of
which leave many even today quite confused as to their
meaning. No course book or study guides need to be purchased; just bring your Bible. Led by Steve Newby.

Jan-July Inc

$660,000

$620,000

$600,000

$580,000

$560,000

 For the spiritual renewal of our church, community and the Evangelical Presbyterian
Church, that the Holy Spirit would deepen
our love for Jesus.

Session Report
The Session of LPC took the following actions at our August
20 monthly meeting:
 Appointed Cheryl Bogen and Lee Bollow as elder commissioners for the September 14 meeting of Midwest Presbytery.
 Approved a transfer of membership for Nancy Allwes from
Lebanon Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, PA.
 Received a report that the annual financial review was
conducted by Vicki Bowman, CPA, with no exceptions.
 Received a report that the 2017 Session minutes have
been approved by the Presbytery without exception.
 Approved a recommendation from the Finance Ministry
Team that we transfer the existing undesignated memorial
funds ($113,372) to a newly created Capital Account that
will be used to offset future building maintenance needs
as they arise.

2017

2018

 Approved the serving of communion on Sunday,
December 2 at both services, due to rescheduling of
the Children’s Musical.
 Approved the sale of tickets for a March 14 concert
with The Isaacs, a Christian Bluegrass band.
 Approved the sale of refreshments and souvenirs for
the March 14 Isaacs concert.
 Approved the adoption of additional safety and security measures.
 Received a report from the Young Adult Ministry
Team that the outreach to Young adults will continue
under the leadership of Rachel Jaynes, Andrew
Klenk and Joy Seick. The group is planning to meet
on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. for Bible study and
fellowship.

Thank You
Dear LPC Family,
Overwhelmed. Humbled. Grateful. Loved. These are just a few of
the words that describe how we’ve been feeling these past few
weeks. Thank you is not enough to convey our deep gratitude for
your constant support during our waiting time of tests, trips to
Houston, more tests, and more waiting. Through your many
cards, hugs, and amazing Helping Hands gift, we have felt God’s
love and protection so deeply. Thank you to Randy and a group
This month we honor the following men and women
for their loving service to Jesus Christ and the church. of elders for praying over us. We appreciate you so much! Our
God is an awesome God, and we rejoice in His healing power
Roger Sims, Dave Kuyper, Dave Lupberger, and and faithfulness.
Love, Chuck and Marianne Duerré
Scott Hobbs for taking on projects around the church.
Nina Dorsch and Evelyn Osborne for organizing the LPC family,
I am so grateful for the cards, calls, and most importantly the
library books.
prayers during my recent health issues. Thank you so much!
God Bless! Terry Browning
Debbie Snider, Cathy Riggin, Marilyn and Mark
Hunter, Heather Forster, the Reach Out Team and
all the volunteers who helped with our LPC booth at Dear LPC family,
Thank you so much for all your prayers, cards, and support for
BluesFest.
Ken and I as he recovers from his heart surgery. We are so
Tom Way, Mike Schneider and Steve Newby for blessed to have you all!
God bless always! Lois and Ken Hollon
helping Ed and Pam Bowman move furniture into their
new home.
Dear LPC Church Family,
Rob McLagan and his dedicated group of teenage We would like to thank everyone for all of your prayers, calls and
volunteers who coordinated the recent stay of our cards of encouragement during this past year while waiting for
Bruce’s foot to heal. We have had our ups and downs, hit many
homeless families at LPC.
speed bumps along the way and yet we have survived due in part
Ed Bowman for leading the Seek First Sunday prayer to LPC being such a loving and caring church and your care for
both of us has been a true blessing. We can’t thank you enough.
meeting in August.
In His Grace, Bruce and Brenda Bingham
Lee Bollow for teaching a summer class on The
Apostle’s Creed.
Our first book club of the
Brad Bondurant, Phil Craig, Chloe French, Jeff
Fall will be Thursday,
Heckart, Justin Lucas, Molly Lucas, Gowan Lucas,
September 13 at 7 p.m.
Don Mowry, Steve Newby, Bernie Uchtman, Geo
in Room 311. Our Sepvan der Merwe, Jim VanDeGrift and Dan Wolfer for
tember book is called
helping renovate and paint the new Children’s Ministry
Rainwater by Sandra
rooms on the third floor.
Brown. Ella Barron, a
Lee Bollow, Lelia Brandt, Ned Earley, Trish Garsingle Texas mother, built
rett, Sarah Goodwin, Heather Forster, Christy
a careful life running a
Johnson, Debbie Taylor, Jill Tepe, and Courtney
boarding house in the
Williams for teaching Children’s Sunday School clasDepression-era cotton South. But when a mysterious stranger
ses this summer.
takes a free room, he also takes Ella’s careful life apart. In the
tradition of Gone With the Wind comes historical romance in the
Dust Bowl. Please join us and if you have any questions, contact Kristen Hodges at thehodgeys@yahoo.com.

LP C

Pastoral Care and Deacon Ministries at LPC by Rev. Randy Fannin
Your Pastoral Care and Deacon Ministries Teams have been BUSY serving
others in the name of the Lord this summer! Margaret Uchtman and the Deacon Visitation Team made more than 30
visits to those in our church family, most
of whom can no longer get out to attend
worship with us. On July 31, we had a
high of 10 team members going out on
visitation! That is in addition to flower delivery and telephone calls. Speaking of
calls, our Telecare Teams have already
started their Fall 2018 ministry of reaching out by phone to connect with everyone in our Church Family.

cleaned up yards, and provided some much needed landscaping work. We will also
provide such assistance to
people in the community who
are not members of LPC.
Should you need some chores
such as these to be completed
around your home, please call
the church office at 513-9322751. Someone from the team
will get in touch with you.

And Prayer – the very fuel of
our ministry is Steve Newby’s
focus! Steve, who has also
Kathy Ungerman and Julie Crago hand
been hard at work painting the
wrote and sent out 42 cards! I am very
Children’s Ministry area this
much aware that there are others (like
summer, works with our Seek
Talitha Colston and Janice Corwin) who
First Saturday Prayer and
send out thoughtful cards as well! Before
Praise Gathering Team (First
her recent “home-going,” Alma Pratt
Saturday of each month at
shared how much the cards meant to her. Janice Corwin and her greeting card ministry.
5:45 p.m. in the Sanctuary)
and leads a prayer gathering
Kristi Eickman arranged to have seven meals delivered to the on the 4th Monday of each month at 7 p.m. in the
Hollons following Ken’s open heart surgery!
LPC Prayer Room. Just a “heads-up,” the Prayer
team is strongly considering moving the Seek First
Our Bereavement Ministry Team will be offering a five (5) week prayer and praise gatherings to Sundays, possibly in
Grief Support Group called “A Time to Grieve” led by Marjorie the New Year.
Pursell on Wednesday evenings (September 12 through October 10). Additionally, we will host a “Surviving the Holidays Pro- Speaking of the New Year, soon we’ll be seeking
gram” on 11/14 (the last night of WNT).
nominations for the new class of Elders and Deacons. What an opportunity to impact the future of minKaren Fannin and Connie Tunison lead our Deacon Blood istry through our Lebanon Presbyterian Church!
Drives. The July Blood Drive met 102% of its goal with 52 registered to donate and 46 units successfully collected. Over 135
lives will reportedly be positively impacted as a result of our
Blood Drive. The next blood drive is scheduled for Saturday,
We will meet on SeptemSeptember 8 from 7-11 a.m. in the Ark.
ber 18 at noon at DouAlso this summer, our Helping Hands financial aid ministry led
bleday's Grill and Tavby Lynn Steinkirchner provided nearly $3000 in assistance for
ern 776 N. Main St. (This
rent, utilities, and medicine for more than thirty neighborhood
is actually #741 just past
individuals or families.
Dorothy Lane Market) Springboro, OH 45066. Call
On August 3, Pastor Peter Larson, along with muscle provided Carol Carraway, 513-228-0537 by September 17 to
by several of our “Hands-On” Ministry Team helped the Bow- reserve a spot. All LPC ladies are welcome.
mans move to a home in Lebanon. On September 1 we will assist Nancy Mitchell with a move as well. As Jim Baumann, the
Card Party for Nora Smith
leader of our Hands On Ministry Teams reminds us, “Hands-On
Ministry is one of the great ‘behind the scenes’ ministries of the
Nora Smith will turn 90 on September 15. Let’s
Deacons at LPC. The purpose of the ‘Hands-On’ team is to proshower her with a card party! Bring your card for
vide assistance to LPC members with minor household chores
Nora to the church office and we will get them to
such as raking leaves, cleaning gutters, packing, and small
her.
moves.” Under Jim’s leadership, we recently trimmed bushes,

Children’s Ministry News
by Ann van der Merwe

LPC Parents
Student and Children’s Ministries want to minister to entire
families here at LPC. So, on
September 23, we will be
launching a once-a-month Sunday School series for parents at
all ages and stages of
parenthood. We will begin by
looking at spiritual formation –
how kids come to believe in God
and our role in nurturing their
faith. Then, in the months to
follow, we will talk about challenges that keep us from nurturing faith in our kids and ways we
can strive to overcome them.
If you are a parent with kids of
any age, please plan to join us
on September 23 at 10 a.m. in
the LPC Student Center.

New Children’s Ministry Rooms
Thanks to a group of dedicated volunteers, your prayers and support, and the grace of God, our ministry
now has its own dedicated spaces on the third floor. We will start using the rooms for Sunday School on
August 26 and for all other children’s Ministry classes and offerings that follow.

What’s Happening in Worship

by Rick McNeely

Live From The Ark!
The Issacs in Concert
Thursday, March 14 at 7 p.m.
You might think this is too early to start thinking about a concert in March 2019. Actually, Charlie Dilbeck started pursuing
this event nearly two years ago! We need to start putting
teams together now including marketing, concessions, security, roadies, and hospitality. If you are interested in being part
of a Live From The Ark team, please email Charlie Dilbeck at
charliedilbeck@gmail.com or contact Rick in the church office
at 513-932-2751.

Now a Bit About the Isaacs
The Isaacs, a multi-award winning family group who began singing 35 years ago are based out of Hendersonville, TN. The
vocalists are mother Lily Isaacs and siblings Ben Isaacs, Sonya Isaacs Yeary and Rebecca Isaacs Bowman. They have a
unique style that blends tight family harmony with contemporary acoustic instrumentation that appeals to a variety of audiences. Their musical style has been influenced by many genres of music including bluegrass, rhythm and blues, folk, and
country, contemporary, acoustic and southern gospel.
They perform frequently at the Grand Ole Opry, are active members on the Gaither Homecoming Videos and Concert Series, and travel internationally throughout the year to countries such as South Africa, Norway, Holland, Scotland, Ireland,
Israel, Canada and many more. The Isaacs have won over seven Dove Awards in various categories and have had several Grammy nominations in their career. They feel blessed to be able to travel and spread the message of hope and grace
through song and story.

We STILL Need YOU
Grades 5 and 6 in Room 305

Grades 1 through 4 in Room 304

A few Sunday mornings ago, I shared an invitation with you all
to join the choir or the praise team and I want you to know that
we still want and need you. Members of the Sanctuary choir will
be overjoyed to have new voices in every section, and there is
an immediate need for more altos. If you are willing to give it a
try, join us on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. ALL
skill levels are more than welcome!

Pre K and Kindergarten in Room 301

We also have a great need for sound, light, and media operators for the 11:15 a.m. service. The learning curve is not nearly
as intimidating as you might think. If you are willing to help in
this fun “I get to play with all the cool toys!” ministry, please
show up Thursdays at 7 p.m. in the Ark or Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m. and I guarantee you there will be a number of
souls that will shout for joy at your willingness to serve! If you would like more information about serving on any Worship
Ministry team/ensemble, please don’t hesitate to contact me in the church office via email at rick@lebanonpresbyterian.org
or by calling 513-932-2751.

Mission News
Good News from Far Eastern Siberia

LPC Student Ministries
Eliza Butler, Eliza French and Brooke Taulbee as “Payasos (clowns)” on Encounter’s summer mission trip.

Student Ministries Fall Schedule
Encounter Schedule

Evolve Schedule

September
Sun 2 — No Encounter: Rest
Sun 9 — Encounter 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Sun 16 — Encounter 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Sun 23 —Encounter Service 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Sun 30 —Encounter Fun TBA

September
Wed 5 — Special Event: Jesse the Juggler 6:30 p.m. Free
Wed 12— WNT Dinner at 5:30 p.m. Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Wed 19 — Evolve at LJHS Football Game 5:30-8 p.m. Free
Wed 26 — WNT Dinner at 5:30 p.m. Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.

October
Mon 1 — Feeding Ministry Volunteering at LPC 4-7 p.m.
Sun 7 — No Encounter: Rest
Sun 14 — Encounter 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Sun 21 — Encounter Service 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Sun 28 — Encounter Barn & Costume Party
Encounter Big Events
Spring Break Hiking Trip — March 22 - 31
Summer Mission Trip — June 22 - 30
Student and Children’s Ministries
want to minister to
entire families
here at LPC. So,
on September 23,
we will be launching a once-amonth Sunday
School series for parents at all ages and stages of
parenthood. We will begin by looking at spiritual formation
– how kids come to believe in God and our role in nurturing their faith. Then, in the months to follow, we will talk
about challenges that keep us from nurturing faith in our
kids and ways we can strive to overcome them. If you are
a parent with kids of any age, please plan to join us on
September 23 at 10 a.m. in the LPC Student Center.

October
Mon 1 — Feeding Ministry Volunteering at LPC 4-7 p.m.
Wed 3 — WNT Dinner at 5:30 p.m. Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Wed 10 — WNT Dinner at 5:30 p.m. Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Wed 17— WNT Dinner at 5:30 p.m. Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Wed 24 — Evolve Barn & Costume Party

Evolve Big Events
Evolve Believe Retreat — Feb 15 & 16
Camp Stronghold — June 8 - 14

KALEO (8th-12th)
LPC Youth
Membership
Kaleo Begins October 7: At LPC children are not automatically
members just because their parents are. The goal for the
Kaleo class is that we want our (8th-12th grade) students to
make a personal decision to follow Jesus and join the church.
Students will receive a LPC Elder Mentor who will walk through
the basics of faith with them each month. Go online for more
information and to sign up by September 16
at www.lebanonpresbyterian.org/students/kaleo or email
andrew@lebanonpresbyterian.org if you have any questions.

Dear LPC Friends,
I am writing this letter with gratefulness, realizing and thanking
God, for giving us many victories in ministry through prayers. It is
a great happiness to serve the Lord, fighting for the souls of people and feeling the prayer support in every situation that sometimes I can’t overcome by myself. I'm not that strong, and when it
comes to making different decisions that affect salvation of people, I understand my complete dependence on the Lord and that
I'm just a girl, who needs consolation and support. All my
strength is in God.
Summer is favorable and the ministry is intensive. I wrote earlier
that in June, God blessed our Evangelistic camps in the Nanaian
and Ulchi areas, in the villages of Troitsk, Dudy, Savinsky, DeKastri, Bulava and Bogorodsky. In July, the Covenant of Peace
camps were held in Khabarovsk and the following villages: Vanino and Sovetskaya Gavan. Vanino is the end of the mainland,
where the repressed Christians were brought by the railroad
in 1930-1950 and then they were sent to Kolyma. Many Christians, whose names are in the Book of Life, were transferred to
the Gulag In cold gloomy holds. They left the continent forever.
Here, the Sea of Okhotsk and the Sea of Japan connect in the
Tatar Strait. There were 17 large prisons in Vanino, where hundreds and thousands of Christians and political prisoners were
brought from all over the Soviet Union and from there they were
sent by sea to prisons of Magadan and Kolyma. There is a monument to the innocently murdered and our group prayed at that
place. Praise God that we went there with preaching the Gospel
and conducted the first Christian camp “Covenant of Peace” at
the facility of a small evangelical church. Andrew and his family
are missionaries in this small church that has about 20 members.
About 50 non-Christian children came to our camp. We distributed the Christian literature and the New Testaments. Our local
brothers and sisters helped us during the camp; we had good
ministry and fellowship, praise God. Children came to church for
the first time; they studied Bible lessons and prayed asking God
to forgive them. Please pray that the seeds of the Gospel would
grow and bring fruit.
Next, we went to Sovetskaya Gavan. This town has a small
church and a missionary family - Ivan and Svetlana. We conducted our camp program in the city park. The Lord sent His protection and we preached the Gospel - 5 Bible truths for 150 children
and teenagers for 3 days. Their non-believing parents came and
expressed interest. We distributed the New Testaments and
prayed for everyone who was open to hearing. I even gave the
New Testaments to the policemen who watched our program the

entire time. On the way back we had to drive through the mountains and it took us10 hours to get back to Khabarovsk. There
were lots of gadflies and other insects; absolutely no connection
and gas stations, just mountains and taiga. Several times there
were heavy rains and one time, as we were high in the mountains, we drove into a cloud. I could hardly see the road but the
Lord sent his angels and kept us all the way. Also, we met a beekeeper in the mountains, who put the hives there; we bought
some honey from him and gave him the New Testament. It is
such a blessing to give the Word of the Lord to those whom He
sends along the way. Glory to Him and thank you for your prayers.
Please pray, that the seeds of God's Word that we sowed in the
hearts of children and adults would sprout and that many people
in those remote villages would turn to the Lord. Also pray about a
few believers who live there, so that they would be the bright
light and could boldly proclaim God's truth.
In August, I plan to conduct 2 more camps. I would ask you to
continue to support my ministry as the Lord leads you. Let all
help be for the glory of the Lord and for the spreading of the
Gospel. Glory be to Jesus Christ that He created the Church and
fulfills His will through us, spreading the Kingdom of the Lord to
the ends of the earth.
The harvest is ripe all over the world. Blessings to you, happiness and joy from the Lord in this day and always.
With love in Christ Jesus our Lord, your sister,
Svitlana - Khabarovsk, Siberia

Dear Peter and LPC Missions Committee,
Thank you for your kind contribution to my work in Spain
and North Africa. I’m now on my way to the airport. I will be
seeing friends in France for 12 days.
Sincerely, (name withheld to protect identity)

Mission News continued

Report From Cambodia
Dear LPC friends,

Dear Lebanon Presbyterian Church Family:
“God blessed us in you!” A farmer from a remote village in
Rwanda wrote these words of gratitude to our ECHO staff
after attending one of our training sessions, and we extend
his words to you. Thank you for gift of $1,400 received in
June from the children in your Vacation Bible School. Your
generosity is the channel that God is using to bring His
blessings to men, women and children in places like:
 Villages of Tanzania where ECHO staff trained local
pastors in planting sack gardens and composting techniques.
 An elementary school in Thailand where ECHO staff
helped students build raised vegetable gardens.
 Liberia, West Africa, where community development
workers, teachers and other leaders attended ECHO’s
first workshop in the city of Monrovia to learn about biogas, liquid fertilizer and moringa.
 Nicaragua, where mothers learned how saving seed and
banking can improve their backyard gardens to raise
nutritional fruit and vegetables.

We hope that you are enjoying the final days of your summer. It's hard to believe that fall will be upon you (not us!)
so soon.
July was a wonderful time of joy and celebration at AIM
School. In early July we began the new school staff hiring
process. We interviewed 50+ people and offered 28 people
positions in the school. We will do another round of hiring in
late August for many more open positions. In mid-July we
finished our seventh full school year and had our first class
of 6th graders graduate! The new school building is getting
closer to being finished and it's looking good. In late July we
also had a lovely few days away to rest and relax before
jumping into staff training and preparations for the move to
the new building.
In our last prayer letter we mentioned having to deal with
some government red tape. Since then, things have gotten
better! Thank you for praying with us about this. There are
still some hurdles lingering, but we are happy for the progress that has been made.

All around the world – in places you may never go and peo- In late July, Cambodia held it's national election. Unlike the
ple you may never meet – you have chosen to see and re- last election, this election was peaceful. We are thankful for
this!
spond to those who need ECHO’s help.
Gratefully, JoDee Hanssen Special Gifts Officer, ECHO
Dear Peter and Session of LPC,
As we close the books on Fiscal Year 2018, I want you to
know how much I appreciate the $10,241 you contributed to
the EPC per member asking last year. Because of your
faithful and generous support, the EPC continued to pursue
the mission and vision our LORD Jesus Christ has given
us: to be Presbyterian, Reformed, Evangelical and Missional congregations.

As we look ahead to the next few months, here are a few
ways you can be praying for us and the school:
•Pray for our graduated 6th graders. They started their new
middle school last week. Pray for them as they make this
transition. Pray that they would continue to feel safe and
loved in this new environment.
•Pray for the construction workers in their final weeks on
the new school site. Pray for their safety during these busy
days.
•Pray for the school leadership team as we do a lot of preparations for the move into the new school. There are new
schedules that need to be made, a large amount of things
to be purchased, new staff to welcome and lots of details to
figure out.
•Pray for the many new staff that will be joining the school
family over the next few months. Pray that they would be
warmly welcomed and can quickly catch a vision for the
ministry of AIM School.
Thanks for keeping us in your thoughts and prayers.

It is because of who we are that we pray, fast and advocate
for our dear brother, Andrew Brunson, who has been imprisoned in Turkey for nearly two years. One result of our 2018
General Assembly is we are forming a special committee to
explore God’s future for the EPC. As we do this I look forward to learning your best thoughts about the future of Your
church as well as our 610 churches nationwide.
Much love,
Yours in Christ, Jeff Jeremiah
Stated Clerk, Evangelical Presbyterian Church

Becki, Rachel and Kimberly
The Grace and Peace Gals

Dear LPC family,
I want to say how incredibly thankful I am for my LPC family in
allowing me the amazing opportunity to serve as a summer
intern. Being able to serve this great need of young adult discipleship and community at the church I grew up in was an experience accompanied by many blessings as well. I want to let
you all know how the Lord has used this ministry in a mighty
way over the course of my time here as a young adults ministry
intern. This summer I witnessed someone born again by the
power of the Gospel. I saw people grow in their relationship
with Christ (myself included). I experienced thoughtful conversation about God and his word and learned so much from it. I
made amazing friendships that I may not otherwise have
made. God used this summer in a powerful way that exceeded
my expectations (which is quite characteristic of him). Thank
you all so much for supporting this ministry as fervently as you
have thus far. And though I’m going back to Chicago and Rebecca is going back to Oxford, LPC young adult ministry is not
over. One important thing that I’ve learned during my time here
this summer is that young adults are eager to be invested in
and mentored. I’ve had the blessing of being mentored by older
adults at LPC and it has made a tremendous impact on me. If
we truly want to make disciples and oversee the spiritual
growth of young adults, we need to invest in them. They are
more than they get credit for being.
Skyler Gerald

Dear LPC,
I would like to thank all of you for the great outpouring
of love and support this summer. You have been extremely gracious, welcoming, and invested in the young
adult group. Skyler and I would not have been able to
build such a successful program without the support
and guidance from you as well as our LPC staff.
Y.A.C.H.T. Club (short for Young Adult Christians
Hanging Together) provided opportunities for young
adults to be active in the church. We met every Tuesday night for bible study. Through this group we helped
lead new people to Christ as well as strengthen other’s
relationships with the Lord. Y.A.C.H.T. Club served others through VBS, playing board games with residents at
Cape May Assisted Living, providing dinner at Feeding
Ministry, and making snacks at the Ronald McDonald
House. Fellowship opportunities included going to a
Reds game, a movie, the Contemporary Art Center,
bowling, trivia night, and pool party and potluck. Our
most successful event was Family Feud, an entertaining night filled with joy and laughter. The goal of Family
Feud was to be a church-wide, intergenerational event
and I would like to thank everyone who helped make it
such a fruitful evening.
We found that young adults want a chance to be heard
and feel welcomed and cared for. They are looking for a
community of people to serve and fellowship together.
Many churches do not offer a group for people 18-30
and it is so important that LPC continues this ministry.
Please continue to encourage and support the growth
of young adults in the church. We are extremely grateful
for the investment, but it can’t stop here. Just as a seed
produces a plant, so do our actions produce results.
The young adult ministry needs continuous nurturing
and watering from the church to be able to blossom.
Pursue our generation, for our work this summer is just
the beginning of something great for LPC.
Blessings, Rebecca Waits

