For Our Guests

Student Events

Evolve (7th and 8th) and Encounter (9th -12th)
Evolve (7th-8th Grade)
Encounter (9th-12th Grade)
Sun., Feb. 18: Diplomacy Night 5-9 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 21: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Sun., Feb. 25: Encounter 7-8:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 28: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Sun., Mar. 4: No Encounter Rest/Nerf
Wed., Mar. 7: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Night?
Wed., Mar. 14: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Sun., Mar. 11: Encounter 7-8:30 p.m.
Wed., Mar. 21: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Sun., Mar. 18: Encounter 7-8:30 p.m.
Wed., Mar. 28: No Evolve Spring
Break

Kids’ Corner by Ann van der Merwe
Home
There are two brothers in the Parable of the Prodigal Son. One runs away; the
other stays home. But at the end of the story, we find out that the brother who
stays home is not really “the good one” after all.
Sure, he stayed home. He did all his chores. He obeyed his father’s rules. But he
was only doing “the right things” because they were “the right things.” He didn’t
really know his father or want to spend time with him. His body was at home, but
his soul was somewhere else.
Are you like that older brother? Are you doing all the things you are supposed to
do, but you don’t really want to spend time with God? Is your body here and your
soul somewhere else?
If so, I hope you will come home. When you do, your father will rejoice just as
much as He does for His kids who have wandered off in body and soul.

Weekly Prayer List
Dick Kaufman, Mike McIntosh, Ken Wood,
Mexico Mission Team and Communion Class
Flowers This Morning are Given by
The Marriage School Inc. and Flowers from the Rafters,
in celebration of God’s gift of love, marriage and family.
Mike and Sharon Moeller and family to the glory of God
in loving memory of Henry and Erbyee Moeller.

Attendance - February 11, 2018
8:45 a.m. - 233
11:15 a.m. - 163
Sunday School - 170
Offering $8,728.22
Operating Fund Income thru January 2018 - $143,597.17
Operating Fund Expense thru January 2018 - $91,187.71

Total - 396

Thank you for taking the time to complete the Guest Information on our
attendance registration pad. We value your visit with us and this is a simple
way of letting us know how we may better meet your needs. Thanks for
visiting! We’re glad you’re here.

The Older Brother

Parking--We have three locations for parking: the side lot on Silver St.,
the alley lot on Warren St. and the county parking lot directly across East St.
Rest Rooms are located in the hallway by the Welcome Center, on the
lower level of the ARK and in the classroom office/wing.
Welcome Center--located in the Narthex area between the Sanctuary
and the ARK. Please stop by and check out opportunities open to you here at
Lebanon Presbyterian Church.
Sunday School--Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. Everyone Welcome
Adult classes located in the Classroom/Office Wing:
Faith Weavers- Jim VanDeGrift in Room 102
Faith Explorers - Gary Ensing in Room 305
Bible in Life - Jim Garrett in Room 306
S.A.L.T. class - in Room 304
Raising Godly Kids - Rachael Earley in Room 311
Vintage - Teens and parents of youth grade 7-12 in LPC Youth Center
Children’s Sunday School
Ages 2 - 4th grade on the lower level the ARK
5th and 6th graders in the Rainbow Room
Nursery and Family Room
Ages 2 and under are welcome in our staffed nursery located between
the Ark and the Welcome Center
We also have a Family Room with worship audio located next to our
Welcome Center

Worship at LPC
Traditional Worship Sunday at 8:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Christian Education at 10 a.m.
Contemporary Worship Sunday at 11:15 a.m. in the Ark
Prayer teams available following worship
for those who desire prayer.

The Facility schedule is available on our video displays
and online at www.lebanonpresbyterian.org
Lebanon Presbyterian Church
123 N. East St., Lebanon, Ohio 45036 • 513-932-2751 • Fax 513-934-0339
Office Hours - Mon-Thurs 8 to 4 p.m.; Friday 8 to 3 p.m.
www.lebanonpresbyterian.org

L ebanon P resbyterian C hurch

Soul Food: A Word from Peter

The Spirit of the Older Brother
The older brother became angry and refused to go in.
- Luke 15:28
When the prodigal son came home starving and naked, his father threw a
lavish party to celebrate. Meanwhile, the older brother burned with anger and
resentment. Why was he so angry? In his book, Prodigal God, Tim Keller offers
this explanation:
“The first sign you have an elder brother spirit is when your life doesn’t go as
you want, you aren’t just sorrowful but deeply angry and bitter. Elder brothers
believe that if they live a good life they should get a good life, that God owes
them a smooth road if they try very hard to live up to standards. Elder brothers
expect their goodness to pay off and if it doesn’t there is confusion and rage.”
“We also see that the elder brother has a strong sense of his own superiority. He
points out how much better his own moral record is than the lover of prostitutes.”
“Another sign of those with an elder brother spirit is joyless, fear-based compliance. The elder brother shows that his obedience to his father is nothing but
duty all the way down. There is no joy, no love, no reward in just seeing his
father pleased.”
What about you? Are you serving God out of fear and duty, or are you serving
out of love and joy?

Sermon Notes: The Older Brother
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Coming Alongside
On Tuesday, February 20, Coming Alongside will be meeting for lunch at the
Broadway Barrel House at noon. This is a time of fun and fellowship for all the
ladies of LPC who wish to attend. Please RSVP by Monday, February 19 to
Debbie Kouns at 513-515-6741.

Do you Love God’s Little Ones?
Children’s Ministry is seeking caregivers and volunteers for Sunday mornings
and other times during the week. This could even be once or twice a month.
Caregivers provide for the physical needs of our infants and toddlers (changing
diapers, feeding, etc.) and ensures that all safety protocols are being followed.
Caregivers are paid an hourly wage, must be 18 years old, and must be
background checked. Volunteers will offer support to the caregivers by playing,
singing, reading stories, and sharing the love of Jesus with our little ones. If
you are interested in joining our nursery team in either of these roles, please
contact Ann van der Merwe at ann@lebanonpresbyterian.org.

High School Juniors and Seniors
SAVE THE DATE! Encounter Upperclassmen Spring Break Trip March 2429 (Saturday-Thursday). Growing up isn’t easy these days and making
big decisions is terrifying! High School Juniors and Seniors are facing big
decisions about their futures and we believe that God has something to
say about it. Sign-Up on our “Future Graduates” page on the website to
attend this trip. Total cost is $150 (It’s not too late to sign up!) Incentives
and scholarships are available. If you have any questions, please contact
andrew@lebanonpresbyterian.org.

High School Senior Scholarships
LPC Scholarships are available for graduating high school seniors. LPC is
a giving congregation and we wish to bless and affirm the determined faith,
spiritual gifts and life direction of our graduating high school seniors. We offer
five scholarships that are awarded to qualified applicants by the scholarship
committee. Please consider applying for these scholarships. LPC Scholarship
Awards are given at Lebanon Presbyterian Church on Graduation Sunday,
May 20. NOTE: All scholarship applications, guidelines, and requirements
are available to download at lebanonpresbyterian.org/students/graduates. If
interested, please fill out an application and return to the church office by
April 15 at 2 p.m. Questions? Contact andrew@lebanonpresbyterian.org.

_________________________________________________

LPC Summer Camp for 6th, 7th, 8th graders

________________________________________________

This summer (June 2-9) we are taking our current and future junior high
students to Camp Stronghold in Illinois where we will spend a week singing,
playing and hearing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Find out more info and signup online at lebanonpresbyterian.org/students/evolve.

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

35th LPC Women’s Retreat News

LPC Easter Eggstravaganza
Saturday, March 17
10 a.m. – Noon
Children’s Ministry at LPC wants to welcome all families with young children
to a new outreach event celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus. We will have a
puppet show, craft booths, a face painting station, a light continental breakfast,
and – of course – an egg hunt! Families will be able to move from station to
station at their own pace, providing an open house feel. If you would like to
volunteer, please contact Ann van der Merwe, ann@lebanonpresbyterian.org.
In the meantime, save the date and we will have more information coming
soon on how you can help us spread the word!

Dinners for Eight - March 2 and 3
All adult members and visitors are invited to sign up for Dinners for Eight
on March 2 and 3. We will be meeting in homes to share a meal and get to
know one another better. Each host family will provide the main course and
attendees will each bring a dish to share.
Name(s): 1) ___________________________________________
2) ___________________________________________
Phone Number: (

)____-___________

Sign me/us up for dinner on:
____ Friday night, March 2
____ Saturday evening, March 3
____ I can do either evening.
_____ I (we) am signing up to be a guest for dinner in someone home.
_____ I (we) am willing to host a dinner in my home and prepare the
main course.
List any allergies to food or pets: ________________________________
I/We have attended LPC for approximately ___________ years (just a ballpark
guess).

Please place in Offering Plate

This Week’s Cover Art
The Prodigal Son
This week’s Cover Art is one of the most famous paintings from one of the
most famous artists of all time in Rembrandt’s “Return of The Prodigal Son.”
It is considered by some to be Rembrandt’s finest work. Others consider
it the finest painting the world has ever known. A quick Google search
will bring you countless articles from art critics to theologians on this true
masterwork. For today, we will leave you with a word from Henry Nouwen,
not so much about the painting, but about the artist –

th

Ladies, the 35 LPC Women’s Retreat is March 23-25 . Registration forms are
available at the Welcome Center or online at http://www.lebanonpresbyterian.
org/ministries/womens-retreat. This year, our retreat will be at Bergamo
Center in Dayton where overnight accommodations, activities, worship and
meals will be held in one building. Chaplain Karen Fleming from Mt. Pleasant
will lead our teaching sessions on “Grace.” We hope you will attend and invite
the amazing women in your life to share in this special weekend. If you have
any questions, please see a committee member: Ellen Albright, Lelia Brandt,
Terri Catanzaro, Mindy Moore, Debbie Snider, Connie Tunison, or Courtney
Williams.

“Rembrandt is as much the elder son of the parable as he is the younger.
When, during the last years of his life, he painted both sons in Return
of the Prodigal Son, he had lived a life in which neither the lostness of
the younger son nor the lostness of the elder son was alien to him. Both
needed healing and forgiveness. Both needed to come home. Both needed
the embrace of a forgiving father. But from the story itself, as well as from
Rembrandt’s painting, it is clear that the hardest conversion to go through
is the conversion of the one who stayed home.”
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away from sin and toward God?
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and more importantly God, what are we to do?
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In weekly worship, we have been exploring the parable of the Prodigal Son. On
February 25, our congregation will hear the testimony of a family about their
modern-day prodigal son experience as their son, Christopher, rejected his
family to embrace reckless living as a drug user and drug dealer. Christopher
was an agnostic gay man and is now a Bible professor and Christian speaker.
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modern-day prodigal son experience as their son, Christopher, rejected his
family to embrace reckless living as a drug user and drug dealer. Christopher
was an agnostic gay man and is now a Bible professor and Christian speaker.

Dr. Leon and Angela Yuan experienced years of heartbreak, confusion, and
prayer. Through it all, God gave Christopher’s parents the grace to rely on His
power and focus on their own daily renewal and transformation. At the same
time, God worked to turn Christopher’s unbelief into belief, and free him from
the bondage of drugs and promiscuity.
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The Yuan family testimony offers an opportunity for LPC families to engage in
critical conversations, including with their 5th/6th grade, junior high and high
school kids. To serve the needs of families with younger children, we will also
be offering a unique version of Children’s Church on this Family Fourth Sunday open to preschoolers and all elementary-age children. Multiple leaders
will work with different age groups to explore the Prodigal Son story. As you
ponder your children’s joining you in hearing the Yuans’ testimony, you are encouraged to visit www.christopheryuan.com to learn more about Christopher’s
story and his ministry.
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Dr. Christopher Yuan articulates a biblical view of sexuality as he shares his
personal transformation from an agnostic gay man to a Bible professor. Sexual
identity is one of the most relevant topics of our day. How does the gospel
(sin, repentance, and redemption) influence a Christian view of sexual identity? Christopher casts a compelling vision of embracing our identity in Christ
over our sexual identity, pointing us toward the biblical standard of holy sexuality that resonates with LPC and EPC positions on sexuality.
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Six passages in Scripture touch on the issue of homosexuality. Traditional and
current cultural interpretations of these passages seem to clash. What does
the Bible really say? With a solid background in in biblical exegesis—having
studied both Hebrew and Greek—Dr. Yuan presents and analyzes Old Testament and New Testament passages with clarity and compassion.
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*Call to Worship
The Rev. Peter Larson
North:
Praise the LORD, O my soul; let all that is within me
praise his holy name.
South: Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his
benefits.
North:
Who forgives all your sins, and heals all your diseases,
South: Who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with
love and compassion,
North:
Who satisfies your desires with good things, so that your
youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
South: The LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his
kingdom rules over all.
North:
Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, you servants
who do his will.
South: Praise the LORD, all his works, everywhere in his
dominion.
All:
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
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Prayer of Confession
Andrew Johnson
Heavenly Father, in the story of the Prodigal Son we see ourselves.
Some of us are like the younger son – lost in sin and rebellion. But
some of us are like the older son - lost in self-righteousness. We strive
to keep the rules, thinking that we can earn your favor. But deep down,
we feel anger and resentment. Instead of begging for your grace, we
believe that we deserve it. Instead of loving prodigals, we look down
on them. Instead of welcoming them home, we judge them. Instead of
joining the homecoming party, we stand at a distance. LORD, forgive
us. By your Spirit, set us free from self-righteousness. Take away
our heart of stone, and replace it with a heart that is able to love and
forgive. We pray in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, AMEN.
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Prayers of the People

WE GIVE BACK TO GOD
Prayer of Dedication
Offertory
What A Friend We Have In Jesus

WE HEAR THE WORD
First Scripture Reading
Galatians 2:11-21

Courtney Williams

Ann van der Merwe
Handbell Choir

Alex Kinkelaar
Pew Bible, page 824

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Teri Abbott

Children are Dismissed
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* Please stand if you are able
Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.
Assisted hearing devices are available--please see an usher.
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Children’s Sermon

Praise Band

Ann van der Merwe

Handbell Choir

Video

Andrew Johnson

Ministry Minute
Love Packages
Call to Worship

Prayer of Confession

Karen Fannin
Praise Band

Courtney Williams

Prayers of the People
Scripture Reading
Galatians 2:11-21
Children’s Sermon

Offertory
El Shaddai

Dean Deerhake
Praise Band

Andrew Johnson

Karen Fannin
Praise Band

Courtney Williams

Children are Dismissed

Preschool - 2nd grade are dismissed to Children’s Church-Room 301

Prayer of Dedication

The Rev. Peter Larson

A Song of Response
I Will Rise

Ann van der Merwe

Handbell Choir

Video

The Older Brother

Welcome and Announcements

Praise Songs
Come, Christians, Join to Sing
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Children are Dismissed

Preschool - 2nd grade are dismissed to Children’s Church-Room 301

Offertory
El Shaddai

Dean Deerhake

A Song of Response
I Will Rise

Children are Dismissed

Prayer of Dedication

The Rev. Peter Larson

Praise Songs
Come, Christians, Join to Sing
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

A Song of Response
I Will Rise
Prayers of the People

Welcome and Announcements

Preschool - 2nd grade are dismissed to Children’s Church-Room 301

Prayer of Dedication
Offertory
El Shaddai

Ann van der Merwe

Handbell Choir

Video

The Older Brother

The Older Brother

Scripture Reading
Luke 15:25-32

The Rev. Peter Larson

Scripture Reading
Luke 15:25-32

The Rev. Peter Larson

Scripture Reading
Luke 15:25-32

The Rev. Peter Larson

Message
The Older Brother

The Rev. Peter Larson

Message
The Older Brother

The Rev. Peter Larson

Message
The Older Brother

The Rev. Peter Larson

Sending Song
‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
Benediction

Sending Song
‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
The Rev. Peter Larson

Benediction

Sending Song
‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
The Rev. Peter Larson

Benediction

The Rev. Peter Larson

