For Our Guests

Evolve (7th-8th Grade)
Encounter (9th-12th Grade)
Sun., Feb. 11: Encounter 7-8:30 p.m. Wed., Feb. 14: Ash Wednesday
Pot Luck Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Sun., Feb. 18: Diplomacy Night 5-9 p.m.
Service at 6:30 p.m.
Sun., Feb. 25: Encounter 7-8:30 p.m.
Feb. 16-17 Believe Conference
Sun., Mar. 4: No Encounter Rest/Nerf
Night?
(Grades 6, 7. 8)
Sun., Mar. 11: Encounter 7-8:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 21: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.
Sun., Mar. 18: Encounter 7-8:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 28: Evolve 6:30-8 p.m.

Kids’ Corner by Ann van der Merwe
How much?
Do you ever think about how much God loves you?
It can be all too easy to remember but not really think about verses like John 3:16.
“For God SO loved the world,” it says, “that He gave his one and only Son. Anyone
who believes in Him will not die but will have eternal life.”
Think about that. God gave up HIS SON for you. And since God’s Son is also God,
he really gave up HIMSELF for you.
That is amazing love. That is crazy love.

Thank you for taking the time to complete the Guest Information on our
attendance registration pad. We value your visit with us and this is a simple
way of letting us know how we may better meet your needs. Thanks for
visiting! We’re glad you’re here.
Parking--We have three locations for parking: the side lot on Silver St.,
the alley lot on Warren St. and the county parking lot directly across East St.
Rest Rooms are located in the hallway by the Welcome Center, on the
lower level of the ARK and in the classroom office/wing.
Welcome Center--located in the Narthex area between the Sanctuary
and the ARK. Please stop by and check out opportunities open to you here at
Lebanon Presbyterian Church.
Sunday School--Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. Everyone Welcome
Adult classes located in the Classroom/Office Wing:
Faith Weavers- Jim VanDeGrift in Room 102
Faith Explorers - Gary Ensing in Room 305
Bible in Life - Jim Garrett in Room 306
S.A.L.T. class - in Room 304
Raising Godly Kids - Rachael Earley in Room 311
Vintage - Teens and parents of youth grade 7-12 in LPC Youth Center
Children’s Sunday School
Ages 2 - 4th grade on the lower level the ARK
5th and 6th graders in the Rainbow Room
Nursery and Family Room
Ages 2 and under are welcome in our staffed nursery located between
the Ark and the Welcome Center
We also have a Family Room with worship audio located next to our
Welcome Center

Weekly Prayer List
Pastor Peter Larson, Dick Kaufman, Maria Reny Kuyoc,
Mike McIntosh, Ken Wood, and the Mexico Mission Team
Flowers This Morning are Given by
Coni, David, Tyler, Zane and Andelyn Duning in loving memory
of Coni’s parents, Janet and Zane Gray.
Reva Cochran in loving memory of Jim and Elvira B. Cochran

Worship at LPC
Traditional Worship Sunday at 8:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Christian Education at 10 a.m.
Contemporary Worship Sunday at 11:15 a.m. in the Ark
Prayer teams available following worship
for those who desire prayer.

Attendance - February 4, 2018
8:45 a.m. - 227
11:15 a.m.- 150
Sunday School - 141
Offering $7,881
Operating Fund Income thru January 2018 - $143,597.17
Operating Fund Expense thru January 2018 - $91,187.71

Total - 377

The Facility schedule is available on our video displays
and online at www.lebanonpresbyterian.org
Lebanon Presbyterian Church
123 N. East St., Lebanon, Ohio 45036 • 513-932-2751 • Fax 513-934-0339
Office Hours - Mon-Thurs 8 to 4 p.m.; Friday 8 to 3 p.m.
www.lebanonpresbyterian.org

A Good, Good Father

Student Events

Evolve (7th and 8th) and Encounter (9-12th)

Soul Food: A Word from Randy

Home Never Leaves You
It was instant love. You may know exactly what I mean. It’s that feeling you get
the first time you hold your newborn baby. For us, the next 17 years flew by.
Kindergarten, sports, church activities, etc. Busy, but wonderful. Admittedly, the
teen years were a mixture of pleasure and pain. The last months before he left
for Marine Corps boot camp, I was away with the Army, leaving Karen to deal
with his rebelliousness. He would tell us that he couldn’t wait to leave home!
Three years later, only a few weeks after I arrived in Baghdad, I received a
call from Nick, who was deployed with the Marines in Djibouti, Africa. He was
getting ready to take his four day pass to Qatar and wanted to know if I could
meet him there. Surprisingly, my commander let me go. Very early on our last
morning together, I walked with him to the airfield, said “good-bye,” then turned
and walked away. It was dark, very dark. I was headed back to Iraq and had
no idea when I would see him again. Overwhelmed with grief, I wailed from
the depths of my being.
That was many years ago. Today, Nick and Amy, devoted followers of the Lord
Jesus are happily married with four children. Their home, just outside of Atlanta
has been our lodging each month for the last couple of years that Karen and I
have traveled to Ft. Gillem, Georgia for my military duty.
When a child leaves home, there’s no guarantee that he or she will ever return.
However, a loving home may never leave them.
Today’s gospel story has a happy ending, at least for the prodigal and his dad.
The prodigal left home, but home never left him. Every day he spent out of
sight, his loving Father longingly looked for him, ready to spare no expense
to welcome him home. Jesus shared it with his disciples to teach them about
God. God, through the Gospel writers, teaches it to us. “God, You’re a good,
good Father, that’s who You are!”

Sermon Notes: A Good, Good Father
________________________________________________

Ash Wednesday Pot Luck Dinner
On Ash Wednesday February 14 we will have a Pot Luck Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
in the Ark. The Church will provide fried chicken. If your . . . Last name begins
with A-K: Bring hot side dish or salad. Last name begins with L-O: Bring cold
side dishes or salads. Last name begins with P-Z: Bring desserts. A Service
of Ashes will follow at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Coming Alongside
On Tuesday, February 20, Coming Alongside will be meeting for lunch at the
Broadway Barrel House at noon. This is a time of fun and fellowship for all the
ladies of LPC who wish to attend. Please RSVP by Monday, February 19 to
Debbie Kouns at 513-515-6741.

Do you Love God’s Little Ones?
Children’s Ministry is seeking both caregivers and volunteers for our nursery.
Caregivers provide for the physical needs of our infants and toddlers (changing
diapers, feeding, etc.) and ensure that all safety protocols are being followed.
Caregivers are paid an hourly wage, must be 18 years old, and must be
background checked. Volunteers will offer support to the caregivers by playing,
singing, reading stories, and sharing the love of Jesus with our little ones. If
you are interested in joining our nursery team in either of these roles, please
contact Ann van der Merwe at ann@lebanonpresbyterian.org.

Family Movie Night:
Cars 3
Bring the whole family to LPC for our
next Family Movie Night on Friday,
February 16. We will be watching
Cars 3, in which Lightning McQueen
learns that putting others first can be
a wonderful thing. Pizza and popcorn
are served at 6:30 p.m., and the movie
starts soon after. Cost is just $7 per
family. Don’t miss it!

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Women’s Retreat
Today after both worship services, there will be a member of the Women’s
Retreat Committee available in the Narthex to answer any questions about the
March 23-25 Retreat. We hope you enjoyed the skit “Grace Needed? Grace
Given?” Chaplain Karen Fleming from Mt. Pleasant will lead our teaching
sessions on “Grace”. Please join us for this “amazing” weekend.

Dinners for Eight - March 2 and 3
All adult members and visitors are invited to sign up for Dinners for Eight
on March 2 and 3. We will be meeting in homes to share a meal and get
to know one another better. Each host family will provide the main course
and attendees will each bring a dish to share.
Name(s): 1) ___________________________________________
2) ___________________________________________
Phone Number: (

)____-___________

Sign me/us up for dinner on:
____ Friday night, March 2
____ Saturday evening, March 3
____ I can do either evening.
_____ I (we) am signing up to be a guest for dinner in someone else’s
home.
_____ I (we) am willing to host a dinner in my home and prepare the
main course.
List any allergies to food or pets: ________________________________
I/We have attended LPC for approximately ___________ years (just a
ballpark guess).

Please place in Offering Plate

This Week’s Cover Art
The Prodigal Son
James B. Janknegt is an artist, devoted to the pursuit of sacred art who lives
and paints in Elgin, TX. The first impression of Jim Janknegt’s paintings is
one of vivid color and playfulness. That’s a good impression to remember
as you delve into what’s beneath the surface. Take time to look and reflect
and you’ll understand this quote of Walker Percy:
“Art tells people something they already know but don’t know that they now
it.”
In Jim’s work, you will find a colorful mix of influences from painters as
diverse as Marc Chagall, New Mexico folk artists, Henri Rousseau, the
Cubists, Pierre Bonnard, Stuart Davis, Stanley Spencer and Byzantine
icons. But Jim gives equal status to everyday stuff. These items are props
for the retelling of familiar Bible stories. Jim honors our suburban, rural
and urban environment as contemporary settings for timeless truths. He is
showing us that the sacred is found in the secular.
In other words, it is not so much “What would Jesus do?” as “What does
Jesus do?”
To quote the artist - “Jesus used everyday imagery in his parables, not
overt religious symbols. The beauty of the parables is located in their
ambiguity; he leaves them open-ended.”
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away from sin and toward God?
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and more importantly God, what are we to do?
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at both the 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. Services
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In weekly worship, we have been exploring the parable of the Prodigal Son. On
February 25, our congregation will hear the testimony of a family about their
modern-day prodigal son experience as their son, Christopher, rejected his
family to embrace reckless living as a drug user and drug dealer. Christopher
was an agnostic gay man and is now a Bible professor and Christian speaker.

In weekly worship, we have been exploring the parable of the Prodigal Son. On
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family to embrace reckless living as a drug user and drug dealer. Christopher
was an agnostic gay man and is now a Bible professor and Christian speaker.
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modern-day prodigal son experience as their son, Christopher, rejected his
family to embrace reckless living as a drug user and drug dealer. Christopher
was an agnostic gay man and is now a Bible professor and Christian speaker.

Dr. Leon and Angela Yuan experienced years of heartbreak, confusion, and
prayer. Through it all, God gave Christopher’s parents the grace to rely on His
power and focus on their own daily renewal and transformation. At the same
time, God worked to turn Christopher’s unbelief into belief, and free him from
the bondage of drugs and promiscuity.
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the bondage of drugs and promiscuity.

The Yuan family testimony offers an opportunity for LPC families to engage in
critical conversations, including with their 5th/6th grade, junior high and high
school kids. To serve the needs of families with younger children, we will also
be offering a unique version of Children’s Church on this Family Fourth Sunday open to preschoolers and all elementary-age children. Multiple leaders
will work with different age groups to explore the Prodigal Son story. As you
ponder your children’s joining you in hearing the Yuans’ testimony, you are encouraged to visit www.christopheryuan.com to learn more about Christopher’s
story and his ministry.
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Dr. Christopher Yuan articulates a biblical view of sexuality as he shares his
personal transformation from an agnostic gay man to a Bible professor. Sexual
identity is one of the most relevant topics of our day. How does the gospel
(sin, repentance, and redemption) influence a Christian view of sexual identity? Christopher casts a compelling vision of embracing our identity in Christ
over our sexual identity, pointing us toward the biblical standard of holy sexuality that resonates with LPC and EPC positions on sexuality.
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Six passages in Scripture touch on the issue of homosexuality. Traditional and
current cultural interpretations of these passages seem to clash. What does
the Bible really say? With a solid background in in biblical exegesis—having
studied both Hebrew and Greek—Dr. Yuan presents and analyzes Old Testament and New Testament passages with clarity and compassion.
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*Call to Worship (from I John 3)
Ann van der Merwe
Leader: How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that
we should be called children of God!
All:
And that is what we are!
Leader: The reason the world does not know us is that it did not
know Him.
All:
Now we are children of God ...
Leader: And what we will be has not yet been made known. But
we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him.
All:
For we shall see Him as He is.
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Prayer of Confession
Rick McNeely
Merciful Father, day after day, the ocean stays in the boundaries You
have set for it. Day after day, I go outside the boundaries You have
set for me. The reasons vary, but the result is always the same. I sin
and fall short of the glory of God. LORD, I am here at Your throne,
desiring Your forgiveness. I thank You for Your mercy that is always
ready to reach out to me. I confess my sins and I receive Your abundant pardon. LORD, I ask for a fresh new motivation to follow Your
will and Your ways. May my words and actions this day be pleasing
in Your sight. Amen.
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WE HEAR THE WORD
First Scripture Reading
Psalm 103:8-18

Tom Way
Pew Bible, pages 428-429

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Commissioning of the Mexico Mission Team
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* Please stand if you are able
Please silence all cell phones prior to the beginning of worship.
Assisted hearing devices are available--please see an usher.
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Preschool - 2nd grade are dismissed to Children’s Church-Room 301
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Children are Dismissed
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