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Right side up in an

Acts 17:1-14 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a
synagogue of the Jews. 2Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to
them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the
Scriptures, 3explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to
suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom
I preach to you is the Christ.” 4And some of them were persuaded;
and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the
leading women, joined Paul and Silas. 5But the Jews who were not
persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the evil men from the
marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar and
attacked the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the
people. 6But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and
some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, “These who
have turned the world upside down have come here too.
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7Jason

has harbored them, and these are all acting contrary to the
decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king—Jesus.” 8And
they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city when they heard
these things. 9So when they had taken security from Jason and the
rest, they let them go. 10Then the brethren immediately sent Paul
and Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went
into the synagogue of the Jews. 11These were more fair-minded
than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so. 12Therefore many of them believed, and also
not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men. 13But
when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God
was preached by Paul at Berea, they came there also and stirred
up the crowds. 14Then immediately the brethren sent Paul away, to
go to the sea; but both Silas and Timothy remained there.

Jn 15:19 If you were of the world, the world would love its
own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you
out of the world, therefore the world hates you.

2

4/9/2017

“Wherever Paul went, things happened.
Souls were saved, people took sides,
feelings were stirred, decisions were
made, the lines were drawn. Paul did
not slip into town, hold a few quiet
meetings, enjoy some good home
cooking,
pick
up
a
generous
honorarium, and slip back out of town
again without the city knowing or caring
that the gospel had been preached to
all. Everybody knew when Paul came to
town. Passions were stirred, things
happened, the place was turned upside
down.” John Phillips

1. Dedication
• to a mission
Acts 17:1-2, Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a
synagogue of the Jews. 2Then Paul, as his custom was, went in
to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the
Scriptures, … 10Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and
Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into
the synagogue of the Jews.
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Rom 9:2-4 I have great sorrow and continual grief in my
heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed from
Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the
flesh, 4who are Israelites,
10:1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel
is that they may be saved.

• to a message
Acts 17:3-4 explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to
suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus
whom I preach to you is the Christ.” 4And some of them were
persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a
few of the leading women, joined Paul and Silas.

1 Cor 15:3-4 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, 4and that He was buried, and that He rose again
the third day according to the Scriptures,
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“Some Christians believe it is allimportant not to offend nonbelievers.
Accordingly, they focus their gospel
presentations only on what Christ has to
offer the sinner to improve his life in time
and eternity. To declare to the nonChristian that his sinful life is an offense to
a holy God and call him to mourn and
repent is considered poor marketing
technique. Such an imbalanced approach
to evangelism finds no support in
Scripture. The true gospel must offend
the nonbeliever by confronting him with
his sin and judgment.” John MacArthur

1 Pet 2:6-8 Therefore it is also contained in the
Scripture, “Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect,
precious, and he who believes on Him will by no means be
put to shame.” 7Therefore, to you who believe, He is
precious; but to those who are disobedient, “The stone
which the builders rejected has become the chief
cornerstone,” 8and “A stone of stumbling and a rock of
offense.” They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to
which they also were appointed.
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2. Doggedness
•

in the face of rejection

Acts 17:5 But the Jews who were not persuaded,
Mt 10:14 And whoever will not receive you nor hear your
words, when you depart from that house or city, shake off
the dust from your feet.

•

in the face of resistance

Acts 17:5,13 … becoming envious, took some of the evil men
from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an
uproar … 13But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that
the word of God was preached by Paul at Berea, they came there
also and stirred up the crowds.
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Ps 7:1-5,10 O Lord my God, in You I put my trust; save me
from all those who persecute me; and deliver me, 2Lest
they tear me like a lion, rending me in pieces, while there is
none to deliver. 3O Lord my God, if I have done this: if
there is iniquity in my hands, 4If I have repaid evil to him
who was at peace with me, or have plundered my enemy
without cause, 5Let the enemy pursue me and overtake me;
yes, let him trample my life to the earth, and lay my honor in
the dust. 10My defense is of God, who saves the upright in
heart.

Ps 27:1-3 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom
shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom
shall I be afraid? 2When the wicked came against me to
eat up my flesh, my enemies and foes, they stumbled and
fell. 3Though an army may encamp against me, my heart
shall not fear; though war may rise against me, in this I will
be confident.
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Acts 20:22-24 And see, now I go bound in the spirit to
Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me
there, 23except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city,
saying that chains and tribulations await me. 24But none of
these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself,
so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which
I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the
grace of God.
2 Tim 2:1,3,12 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace
that is in Christ Jesus. … 3You therefore must endure
hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. … 12If we
endure, we shall also reign with Him.

“Every new victory is a new baptism in
blood. Every new victory is a new era
of persecution in some form. But travail
always leads to triumph, and so the
ceaseless cycles run; triumph unto
travail; travail back into triumph. … The
measure of our triumph in work for God
is always the measure of our travail.
No propagative work is done save at
cost; and every genuine triumph of the
Cross brings after it the travail of some
new affliction, and some new sorrow.
So we share the travail that makes the
Kingdom come.” G. Campbell Morgan
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3. Discernment
• in the face of new truth
Acts 17:11 These were more fair-minded than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out
whether these things were so.

“All teaching, no matter how convincing it sounds,
no matter how great the personal charisma of the
teacher, ought to be subjected to the test of
Scripture.” John Phillips
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“The noble hearer is not the man who
immediately says ‘Yes,’ to the interpretation of the
preacher. The noble hearer is the man who
appeals again and again to the Scriptures
themselves, to find out if these things be true. …
It is not the nobility of readiness to believe
anything. It is the nobility of being determined to
find out if human interpretation is in accord with
the actual Scripture.” G. Campbell Morgan

“The noble Bereans carefully sifted the evidence
and concluded that the gospel Paul proclaimed
was the truth that fulfilled Old Testament promise.
Those who honestly examine the Scriptures will
always come to that conclusion. … Most people
who reject the gospel have little knowledge of the
Scriptures. Some of the Bible’s harshest critics
over the centuries have displayed a shocking
ignorance of its teachings.” John MacArthur
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Jn 5:39-40 You search the Scriptures, for in them
you think you have eternal life; and these are they
which testify of Me.
40But

you are not willing to come to Me that you
may have life.

For most of her life Fannie
Crosby was blind, and yet, at
the tender age of eight, Fannie
wrote:

1820-1915

“Oh! What a happy soul am I,
although I cannot see,
I am resolved that, in this world,
contented I will be.
How many blessings I enjoy,
that other people don’t.
To weep and sigh because I’m
blind, I cannot and I won’t.”
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What are you doing to help turn the
world right side up?
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