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The Seven Final Plagues
Part 28b

[W]hile the Bible is a book of hope,
it is also a book of judgment.
Because God lovers righteousness
and faith, He must hate sin and
unbelief. He cannot love truth
unless He hates lies. He cannot
love goodness unless He hates
wickedness. He cannot reward
unless He also punishes.”
John MacArthur
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Hab 3:2 O Lord, I have heard Your speech and was afraid;
O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years! In the
midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember
mercy.

Angels
who
are
normally “ministering
spirits” (Heb 1:14) are
now on a divine
mission of judgment
Rev 15:6 And out of the
temple came the seven
angels having the seven
plagues,
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1. One loud voice!
Rev 16:1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying
to the seven angels, “Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath
of God on the earth.”

This must be the voice of the Lord – no one else is
in the temple (Rev 15:8)
Is 66:6 The sound of noise from the city! A voice from the
temple The voice of the Lord, who fully repays His enemies!
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Heb 10:26-29 For if we sin willfully after we have received
the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a
sacrifice for sins, 27but a certain fearful expectation of
judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the
adversaries. 28Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies
without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.
29Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he
be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God
underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he
was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of
grace?

2. The judgments of Revelation are not just
fanciful writings of an aged apostle – they
have a predecessor:
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The Plagues upon Egypt in Moses’ day: Ex 7-12

The Seven Final Plagues
Part 28b
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3. The bowl judgments of Rev 16 are specific
judgments

• They are not simply a recapitalization of previous
judgments – they are the final, judgments of God during
the great tribulation.
• The plagues in Egypt (localized)
• Seven Trumpets: Rev 8-11 (limited – 1/3)
• Seven Bowls: Rev 16 (worldwide)
• The Bowls are not natural events – they are divinely
designed and deliberate judgments of God
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4. Bowl 1: terrible sores
Rev 16:2 So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the
earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men
who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his
image.

• loathsome & malignant: Greek words for evil
(kakos & poneros) together they mean the
sores will be painful, festering, and incurable
• sores: helkos from which we get our word
ulcer (Ex 9:9-11, Job 2:7, Lk 16:21)
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Rev 14:9-11 gives the fate of those who worship
the Beast:
Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice,
“If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives
his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10he himself shall
also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured
out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be
tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the
holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11And the
smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they
have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his
image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.”

Is this what Zechariah was talking about in
Zech 14:12?
“And this shall be the plague with which the Lord
will strike all the people who fought against
Jerusalem: their flesh shall dissolve while they
stand on their feet, their eyes shall dissolve in their
sockets, and their tongues shall dissolve in their
mouths.”
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5. Bowl 2: the oceans die
Rev 16:3 Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the
sea, and it became blood as of a dead man; and every
living creature in the sea died.

This judgment is similar to first plague in Ex 7:2024 and the second trumpet in Rev. 8:8-9

John Phillips: “From time to time, off the
coast of California and elsewhere, a
phenomenon known as “the red tide”
occurs. These red tides kill millions of fish
and poison those who eat contaminated
shellfish. In 1949, one of these red tides hit
the coast of Florida. First the water turned
yellow, but by midsummer it was thick and
viscous with countless billions of din
flagellates, tiny one-celled organisms. Sixtymile windrows of stinking fish fouled the
beaches. Much marine life was wiped out,
even bait used by fisherman died upon the
hooks.
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Eventually the red tide subsided, only to
appear again the following year. Eating
fish contaminated by the tide produced
severe symptoms caused by a potent
nerve poison, a few grams of which,
distributed aright, could easily kill everyone
in the world. An unchecked population
explosion of toxic din flagellates would kill
all the fish in the sea.”

Henry Morris: “In this toxic ocean
nothing can survive, and soon all the
billions of fishes and marine mammals
and
marine
reptiles
and
the
innumerable varieties of marine
invertebrates will perish, thus still
further poisoning the oceans and
contaminating the sea shores of the
world. The oceans will have effectively
completed their age-long function in
the earth’s physical economy, and will
die. As God had created every living
soul in the waters (Gen 1:21), so now
every living soul died in the sea.”
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6. Bowl 3: the rivers die
Rev 16:4-7 Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the
rivers and springs of water, and they became blood. 5And I
heard the angel of the waters saying: “You are righteous, O
Lord, the One who is and who was and who is to be,
because You have judged these things. 6For they have
shed the blood of saints and prophets, and You have given
them blood to drink. For it is their just due.” 7And I heard
another from the altar saying, “Even so, Lord God Almighty,
true and righteous are Your judgments.”

• What happened to the Nile River in Moses’ day
(Ex 7:20-24, Ps 78:43-44) now happens to all of the
world’s supply of fresh water.
• The Two Witnesses will have the power to control
rain (Rev 11:6) and there are angels who will
control the winds (Rev 7:1), so no relief will be
found until God allows it.
• Blood to drink
Rev 6:9-11 teaches that there will be millions of martyrs
from the reign of the Anti-Christ
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• They deserve what they get
Rom 12:19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give
place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,”
says the Lord.
Heb 10:30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will
repay,” says the Lord. And again, “The Lord will judge His
people.”
Ps 19:9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
119:75 I know, O Lord, that Your judgments are right, and that in
faithfulness You have afflicted me.

Rom 2:5 But in accordance with your hardness and your
impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,
Rev 19:1-2 After these things I heard a loud voice of a great
multitude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and
honor and power belong to the Lord our God! 2For true and
righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great
harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has
avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.”
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7. Bowl 4: the sun’s heat intensifies
Rev 16:8-9 Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on
the sun, and power was given to him to scorch men with
fire. 9And men were scorched with great heat, and they
blasphemed the name of God who has power over these
plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory.

Is 24:4-6 The earth mourns and fades away, the world
languishes and fades away; the haughty people of the earth
languish. 5The earth is also defiled under its inhabitants,
because they have transgressed the laws, changed the
ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. 6Therefore the
curse has devoured the earth, and those who dwell in it are
desolate. Therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned,
and few men are left.
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• Earth’s ice will melt: Melting polar caps
• God’s judgment is designed to bring men to
repentance –
Rom 2:4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness,
forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the
goodness of God leads you to repentance?

8. Bowl 5: the lights go out
Rev 16:10-11 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on
the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became full of
darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the
pain. 11They blasphemed the God of heaven because of
their pains and their sores, and did not repent of their
deeds.
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Joel 2:2 A day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds
and thick darkness, like the morning clouds spread over the
mountains. A people come, great and strong, the like of
whom has never been; nor will there ever be any such after
them, even for many successive generations.
3:14-15 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For
the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. 15The
sun and moon will grow dark, and the stars will diminish their
brightness.

Zeph 1:15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and
distress, a day of devastation and desolation, a day of
darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick
darkness,
Lk 21:25-26 “And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon,
and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with
perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; 26men’s hearts
failing them from fear and the expectation of those things
which are coming on the earth, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken.
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Acts 2:20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the
moon into blood, before the coming of the great and
awesome day of the Lord.

This is the last reference to their willingness
to repent. This is God’s final call.

9. Bowl 6: the Euphrates River dries up
Rev 16:12-16 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the
great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way
of the kings from the east might be prepared. 13And I saw three
unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon,
out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false
prophet. 14For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which
go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather
them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 15“Behold, I
am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his
garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.” 16And they
gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew,
Armageddon.
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The Euphrates River has been affected by
judgment previously:
Rev 9:14 saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet,
“Release the four angels who are bound at the great river
Euphrates.”

• It’s source is Mt. Ararat
The melting of the ice cap on Mt. Ararat will cause the Euphrates to
flood and destroy bridges, land, homes, buildings, etc.

• This will lead the armies of the east to their doom
just as the parting of the Red Sea did to Pharaoh’s
army.
• The 3 demons:

Rev 13:13-14 He performs great signs, so
that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in
the sight of men. 14And he deceives those who dwell on the
earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of
the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image
to the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived.
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Joel 3:2,9-13 I will also gather all nations, and bring them down to
the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and I will enter into judgment with them
there on account of My people, My heritage Israel, whom they have
scattered among the nations; … Proclaim this among the nations:
“Prepare for war! Wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war
draw near, let them come up. 10Beat your plowshares into swords
and your pruning hooks into spears; let the weak say, ‘I am strong.’”
11Assemble and come, all you nations, and gather together all
around. Cause Your mighty ones to go down there, O Lord. 12“Let
the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat;
or there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. 13Put in the
sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; for the winepress is
full, the vats overflow – for their wickedness is great.” 14Multitudes,
multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is near in
the valley of decision. 15 The sun and moon will grow dark, and the
stars will diminish their brightness.

Ps 2:1-3 Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain
thing? 2The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel together, against the Lord and against His
Anointed, saying, 3“Let us break Their bonds in pieces and
cast away Their cords from us.”
Mal 3:16-17 Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one
another, and the Lord listened and heard them; so a book of
remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the
Lord and who meditate on His name. 17“They shall be Mine,”
says the Lord of hosts, “On the day that I make them My
jewels. And I will spare them as a man spares his own son
who serves him.”
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