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The Seven Final Plagues
Part 28

“The Bible provides the only true
beacon of light and hope in the
darkness and despair of the world.
In its pages are comforting,
encouraging, and affirming words of
the peace, goodness, joy, and love
of
salvation.
Believers
are
reassured as they read of God’s
love and promises and of their
eternal inheritance in His kingdom.
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But while the Bible is a book of
hope, it is also a book of judgment.
Because God lovers righteousness
and faith, He must hate sin and
unbelief. He cannot love truth
unless He hates lies. He cannot
love goodness unless He hates
wickedness. He cannot reward
unless He also punishes.”
John MacArthur

1. The Temple in heaven is open
Rev 15:5 After these things I looked, and behold, the temple
of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened.
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• We have seen this before:
Rev 11:19 Then the temple of God was opened in heaven,
and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple. And
there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake,
and great hail.
Rev 4:1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door
standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard
was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up
here, and I will show you things which must take place
after this.”

• There is an “original” temple in heaven:
Heb 8:2,5 [Jesus is] a Minister of the sanctuary and of the
true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. …
5who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as
Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make
the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things
according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”
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Rev 15:6 And out of the
temple came the seven
angels having the seven
plagues, clothed in pure
bright linen, and having
their chests girded with
golden bands.

2. The “judgment”
angels are on a
Divine mission; not a
mission of blind rage

Rev 15:7 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the
seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God
who lives forever and ever.
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These “judgment” angels receive their judgments
from one of the cherubs around God’s throne.
If you will not drink the cup of salvation (Ps 116:13)
you will be drowned by the bowls of judgment.
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3. God’s temple is closed
Rev 15:8 The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of
God and from His power, and no one was able to enter the
temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were
completed.

•

The Jewish high priest could only enter the holy of holies
once a year

•

Since Jesus, the holy of holies has always been open

Heb 9:8 the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into the Holiest
of All was not yet made manifest while the first tabernacle was still
standing.
12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood
He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained
eternal redemption.
Heb 9:24 For Christ has not entered the holy places made with
hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God for us;
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• God closed the temple when He poured out His
wrath on Jesus
Matt 27:45 Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there
was darkness over all the land.

• God will close the temple one more time when
He pours out His wrath on the wicked
Col 3:6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming
upon the sons of disobedience,
1 Thess 1:10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom
He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from
the wrath to come.
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Hab 3:2 O Lord, I have heard Your speech and was afraid;
O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years! In the
midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember
mercy.

4. Sadly, the wicked harden their hearts
Rev 6:16 and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and
hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from
the wrath of the Lamb! 17For the great day of His wrath has
come, and who is able to stand?”
Prov 28:14 Happy is the man who is always reverent, but he
who hardens his heart will fall into calamity.
Heb 3:15, 4:7 while it is said: “Today, if you will hear His voice,
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” … again He
designates a certain day, saying in David, “Today,” after such a
long time, as it has been said: “Today, if you will hear His voice,
do not harden your hearts.”
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