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truly free

Jn 8:36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you
shall be free indeed.
2 Cor 3:17 … where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is liberty.
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Interestingly, even though Paul was often a
prisoner, he never calls himself a prisoner of
Rome, Nero, or any emperor. He always called
himself a prisoner of Jesus Christ.

Acts 16:23-30 And when they had laid many stripes on them,
they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them
securely. 24Having received such a charge, he put them into the
inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25But at
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,
and the prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was a
great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and
everyone’s chains were loosed. 27And the keeper of the prison,
awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing
the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill
himself. 28But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself
no harm, for we are all here.” 29Then he called for a light, ran in,
and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30And he brought
them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
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1. Scourged
Acts 16:23 And when they had laid many stripes on them,
2 Cor 11:23,25 … in labors more abundant, in stripes
above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often.
… 25Three times I was beaten with rods;
Jn 15:20 Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant
is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they
will also persecute you. I

2. Secured
Acts 16:23-24 they threw them into prison, commanding the
jailer to keep them securely. 24Having received such a
charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their
feet in the stocks.
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3. Suffering
2 Thess 2:2 But even after we had suffered before and
were spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we were
bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much
conflict.
2 Cor 1:8 … that we were burdened beyond measure,
above strength, so that we despaired even of life.

4. Singing
Acts 16:25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to
them.
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“It was not a song of deliverance that
these men were singing, but the song
of perfect contentment in bondage.
That is the supreme marvel of
Christian triumph. Any man can sing
when the prison doors are open, and
he is set free. The Christian soul
sings in prison. … The prison fails to
imprison. When Paul was imprisoned
again in Rome, he did the mightiest
work of his whole life. Not even his
missionary journeys are to be
compared with the marvelous
influence resulting from the writing of
his letters.” G. Campbell Morgan

“Paul could accept whatever
suffering resulted from his
ministry because he viewed
himself as expendable. To the
Philippians he wrote: ‘Yes, and
if I am being poured out as a
drink offering on the sacrifice
and service of your faith, I am
glad and rejoice with you all.’
(Phil 2:17).
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Paul and Silas did not base their
theology on their circumstances.
Instead, they evaluated those
circumstances in light of what they
knew to be true about God. Their
songs expressed confident trust
that
God
would
use
their
circumstances for their good and
His glory. … The problem with sad,
miserable Christians is not their
circumstances but the lack of living
a Spirit-controlled life.”
John MacArthur

A.W. Tozer:
“What comes into our minds when we think
about God is the most important thing
about us. The history of mankind will
probably show that no people has ever
risen above its religion, and man’s spiritual
history will positively demonstrate that no
religion has ever been greater than its idea
of God. … Were we able to extract from
any man a complete answer to the
question, ‘What comes into your mind
when you think about God?’ we might
predict with certainty the spiritual future of
that man.
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… A right conception of God is basic not
only to systematic theology but to
practical Christian living as well. A right
conception of God is to worship what the
foundation is to the temple; where it is
inadequate or out of plumb the whole
structure must sooner or later collapse. I
believe there is scarcely an error in
doctrine or a failure in applying Christian
ethics that cannot be traced finally to
imperfect and ignoble thoughts about
God.”

Phil 1:12 But I want you to know, brethren, that the things
which happened to me have actually turned out for the
furtherance of the gospel,
2 Cor 4:16-18 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though
our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being
renewed day by day. 17For our light affliction, which is but
for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory, 18while we do not look at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For
the things which are seen are temporary, but the things
which are not seen are eternal.
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“Prayer and praise are not common in
a prison. The song of rejoicing and the
language of praise is not usual among
men lying bound in a dungeon. From
this narrative we may learn:
1. That the Christian has the sources
of his happiness within him. External
circumstances cannot destroy his
peace and joy. In a dungeon he may
find as real happiness as on a throne.
On the cold earth, beaten and bruised,
he may be as truly happy as on a bed
of down.

2. The enemies of Christians cannot
destroy their peace. They may
incarcerate the body, but they cannot
bind the spirit. They may exclude from
earthly comforts, but they cannot shut
them out from the presence and
sustaining grace of God.”

Albert Barnes

19th century
Presbyterian theologian

Albert Barnes

19th century
Presbyterian theologian
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The world is listening …
1 Cor 4:9 For I think that God has displayed us, the
apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we have
been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to
men. (Heb 10:33)

“Oh, that our brand of
Christianity could be that real!
Peter, in prisons expecting
execution in the morning, could
sleep like a babe. Paul and
Silas, with bruised and bleeding
bodies, could sing like the
seraphim. No wonder things
happened. No wonder souls
were saved.” John Phillips
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5. Shaken
Acts 16:26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that
the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately
all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were
loosed.

Rom 8:19 For the earnest expectation of the creation
eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.

J.B. Phillips translation:
“The whole creation is on
tiptoe waiting to see the
sons of God coming into
their own.”
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“What an earthquake! Walls did not cave in and
roofs did not fall. Instead, prison doors burst open
and chains fell off, and a hardened jailer was
shaken out of his indifference and careless pride.”
John Phillips

6. Staying
Acts 16:27-28 And the keeper of the prison, awaking from
sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the
prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill
himself. 28But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do
yourself no harm, for we are all here.”
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Adam Clarke

18th British Methodist theologian

“Thus God bore a miraculous
testimony of approval to his
servants;
and,
by
the
earthquake, and loosing the
bonds of the prisoners, showed,
in a symbolical way, the nature
of that religion which they
preached: while it shakes and
terrifies the guilty, it proclaims
deliverance to the captives, and
the opening of the prison doors
to them that are bound; and sets
at liberty them that are bruised.”

7. Saving
Acts 16:28-29 “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.”
29Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling
before Paul and Silas. 30And he brought them out and said,
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

“In whom the earthquake
had wrought a heartquake,”
John Trapp, 17th
Anglican theologian

century
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1 Cor 6:12 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not
helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought
under the power of any.

How free are you?
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