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The root

of all evil
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Acts 16:19-22 But when her masters saw that their hope of
profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged
them into the marketplace to the authorities. 20And they
brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These men,
being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; 21and they teach
customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to
receive or observe.” 22Then the multitude rose up together
against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and
commanded them to be beaten with rods.

Albert Barnes

19th century
Presbyterian theologian

“It was this that troubled and enraged
them. Instead of regarding the act as
proof of divine power, they were intent
only on their profits. Their indignation
furnishes a remarkable illustration of the
fixedness with which people will regard
wealth; of the fact that the love of it will
blind them to all truths of religion, and all
the proofs of the power and presence of
God; and of the fact that any interposition
of divine power that destroys their hopes
of gain, fills them with wrath, and hatred,
and complaining.
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Many a man has been opposed to God
and His gospel because, if religion should
be extensively prevalent, his hopes fo gain
would be gone. Many a slave dealer, and
many a trafficker in ardent spirits, and
many a man engaged in other unlawful
modes of gain, has been unwilling to
abandon his employments simply because
his hopes of gain would be destroyed. No
small part of the opposition to the gospel
arises from the fact that, if embraced, it
Albert Barnes
would strike at so much of the
19th century
Presbyterian theologian dishonorable employments of people, and
make them honest and conscientious.”

“There are some businesses that ought to be
destroyed, businesses that trade on people’s
vices, pander to lusts, undermine society,
wreck homes, ruin health, and spread
disease. There are thousands of people
today involved in peddling drugs, in selling
liquor, in encouraging people to smoke, in
selling pornography. They represent vast and
powerful interests. There is money to be
made in those things, big money. Such evils
should be suppressed. They should be dealt
with by society as a doctor deals with cancer.
But woe to those who try to put a stop to
them – especially if action is taken by one
individual acting under the spur and lash of
conscience.” John Phillips
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“Instead of rejoicing in her deliverance, they
became enraged when they saw that their hope
of profit was gone. Their attitude is reminiscent
of the Gerasenes in Mark 5. Instead of rejoicing
over Jesus’ deliverance of the demon-possessed
maniac, they were angered over the loss of a
herd of swine. So upset were they that they
‘began to entreat [Jesus] to depart from their
region.’ Later, in Ephesus, the craftsmen who
made shrines of the goddess Artemis became
violently hostile to Christianity. They feared the
spread of the gospel would put them out of
business, and the uproar was immense (Acts
19:23). Such reactions illustrate a sad spiritual
reality: love of money blurs spiritual perception.”

1 Jn 2:15-17 Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is
not in him. 16For all that is in the world – the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – is not of
the Father but is of the world. 17And the world is passing
away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God
abides forever.
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1. Money, not the message, moved
them to action

1 Tim 6:6-10 Now godliness with contentment is great gain.
7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can
carry nothing out. 8And having food and clothing, with these we
shall be content. 9But those who desire to be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful
lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10For the
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have
strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced
themselves through with many sorrows.
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• Godliness coupled with contentment makes one rich
• Material things are temporary
• Basic necessities should suffice
• Greed ensnares, harms, and destroys its victims
• “The love of” not “the possession of” money is the root of
all evil

2. Social justice, not salvation, was
their cry
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3. Religious/racial prejudice, not
tolerance, controlled them

1 Tim 6:11-12 But you, O man of God, flee these things and
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on
eternal life, to which you were also called and have
confessed the good confession in the presence of many
witnesses.
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“No Reserves.”
“No Retreats.”
Mary Taylor wrote
biography of Borden:

in

her

“A wave of sorrow went round
the world. He not only gave
away his wealth, but himself, in
a way so joyous and natural
that it seemed a privilege
rather than a sacrifice.”

“No Regrets!”

Js 5:14-15 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the
elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer of
faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And
if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
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