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“The last few decades have witnessed the 
rise of many so-called liberation movements.  
Ostensibly, their goal is to free people from 
oppression and inequality and elevate them 
to higher status. Only then, proponents 
argue, can people be fulfilled.  Like all other 
such social movements, however, liberation 
movements ultimately fall far short of their 
promise. No movement that rearranges 
people’s social status, while leaving their 
hearts untransformed, is truly liberating.  
There is only one way to experience genuine 
freedom, and that is to have a heart set free 
from the bondage of sin and death.  



The prophet Jeremiah asked rhetorically, 
‘Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the 
leopard his spots? Then you also can do 
good who are accustomed to do evil’ (Jer 
13:23). The radical transformation from 
spiritual death to eternal life, from darkness to 
light, from Satan’s kingdom to God’s comes 
only to those ‘who were born not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God’ (Jn 1:13). Only through the 
complete transformation of the new birth does 
fulfillment come. The women’s liberation 
movement is an example of a social effort 
that promises freedom and can’t deliver 
anything but bondage to sin.”  John MacArthur 



Heb 2:14-15 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken 
of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the 
same, that through death He might destroy him who had 
the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and release those 
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage. 



Jn 8:32,36 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.” … 36Therefore if the Son makes you free, 
you shall be free indeed. 
 
2 Cor 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty.  
 
Gal 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ 
has made us free, … 



Gal 3:27-28 For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male 
nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 



Acts 16:13-18 And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city 
to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made; and we 
sat down and spoke to the women who met there. 14Now a 
certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of 
purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord 
opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul. 15And 
when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, 
saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 
to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us.  



16Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave 
girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought 
her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 17This girl followed 
Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the 
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way 
of salvation.” 18And this she did for many days. But Paul, 
greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command 
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he 
came out that very hour.  







1. The marks of a liberated woman 
 
•  She was a worshipper/seeker of God 
 

Mt 7:7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 
 
•  She was a listener/learner 
 

Rev 13:9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 
 

Rom 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God. 



 

•  She had an open heart 
 
Ps 95:8 “Do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion, as 
in the day of trial in the wilderness, 
 
•  She had an active faith 
 

Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
that we should walk in them. 
 

Js 2:18,20 Show me your faith without your works, and I 
will show you my faith by my works. … 20But do you want 
to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 
  



2. The marks of a subjugated woman 
 
•  She was under the spell of the “god of this age” 
 
2 Cor 4:4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who 
do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.  
 
Rom 6:16 Do you not know that to whom you present 
yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom 
you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience 
leading to righteousness?  



•  She was in the service of the “god of this age” 
 
Mt 12:30 He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who 
does not gather with Me scatters abroad. 
 
Rom 6:12-13 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13And do not 
present your members as instruments of unrighteousness 
to sin, 
	  



Mt 7:22-23 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in 
Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23And 
then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 
Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 



“The Lord Jesus never appreciated nor 
accepted the testimony of demons. He had 
come to destroy the work of the devil. One 
of Satan’s most terrible works manifests 
itself in demon possession. Testimony from 
such a source was an affront to the Lord. 
Jesus consistently silenced evil spirits who 
bore him involuntary witness. He wanted 
no testimony from such a perverted and 
perjured source. Paul wanted no such 
testimony either. It was true indeed that he 
and Silas were the servants of God Most 
High, and it was equally true that they 
proclaimed the way of salvation.   



However, it was the province and work of 
the Holy Spirit, not an evil spirit, to bear 
witness to that. Evil spirits lie, they 
deceive, their testimony is tainted with 
falsehood. People who consult spiritists, 
mediums, and psychics are often brought 
into contact with intelligences that haunt 
the unseen world – but they are evil 
intelligences. Their only business with 
humankind is to blind and bind.  At times 
they will tell the truth, at other times they 
will lie.  Once a person is caught in their 
toils they lead him into dreadful snares.”    
                                                 John Phillips 



“The father of lies speaks the truth when it suits his 
purposes, disguising himself and his emissaries as angels 
of light (2 Cor 11:13-14).  Some of his most effective and 
diabolical work is done in the name of Jesus Christ.  He 
often uses a little truth to ensnare people in a false system 
of religion.”  John MacArthur 



 
Rom 6:17-18 But God be thanked that though 
you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the 
heart that form of doctrine to which you were 
delivered. 18And having been set free from sin, 
you became slaves of righteousness. 


