The final harvest
Part 26

Rev 14:14-16 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the
cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His head a golden
crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 15And another angel came
out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the
cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You
to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16So He who sat on the
cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped.

Scripture often uses the analogy of the harvest:
Prov 10:5 He who gathers in summer is a wise son; he who
sleeps in harvest is a son who causes shame.
20:4 The lazy man will not plow because of winter; he will
beg during harvest and have nothing.
• Parable of the sower and the seed – Mt 13:3-9,18-23
• Parable of the fig tree and the gardener – Lk 13:6-9
• Parable of the wheat and tares – Mt 13:24-30
• Parable of owner of vineyard, his vinedressers, and
servants – Mt 21:33-39
	
  	
  

Mt 21:40-41 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?” 41They said
to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and
lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to
him the fruits in their seasons.”
Mk 4:29 But when the grain ripens, immediately he puts in
the sickle, because the harvest has come.”

Jesus used the symbolism of the harvest when
speaking of His second coming:
Mt 24:31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of
a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

The coming harvest judgment is clearly referred to
in the Old Testament: Is 13:11-13, 24:21-23, 63:1-6
Joel 3:12-14 “Let the nations be wakened, and come up to
the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to judge all the
surrounding nations. 13Put in the sickle, for the harvest is
ripe. Come, go down; for the winepress is full, the vats
overflow – for their wickedness is great.” 14Multitudes,
multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is
near in the valley of decision.

Many believe this “harvest/
judgment” terminology is not
befitting of a “loving” Jesus
Is 42:2-3 He will not cry out, nor
raise His voice, nor cause His voice
to be heard in the street 3 A bruised
reed He will not break, and smoking
flax He will not quench;
Is 53:7 He was oppressed and He
was afflicted, yet He opened not His
mouth; He was led as a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before its
shearers is silent, so He opened not
His mouth.

Mt 11:29-30 Take My yoke upon you
and learn from Me, for I am gentle
and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. 30For My yoke is
easy and My burden is light.”

Indeed the Lord loves us:
1 Jn 4:16 And we have known and
believed the love that God has for
us. God is love, and he who abides
in love abides in God, and God in
him.

But He also loves justice:
Ps 37:28 For the Lord loves justice,
and does not forsake His saints; they
are preserved forever, but the
descendants of the wicked shall be
cut off.

Ex 20:5-6 For I, the Lord your God,
am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the
children to the third and fourth
generations of those who hate Me,
6but showing mercy to thousands, to
those who love Me and keep My
commandments.

He came as a humble
servant:
Phil 2:6-8 who, being in the form of
God, did not consider it robbery to be
equal with God, 7but made Himself
of no reputation, taking the form of a
bondservant, and coming in the
likeness of men. 8And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the
point of death, even the death of the
cross.

He is returning as a judging
Lord:
2 Thess 1:8 when the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven with His
mighty angels, 8in flaming fire taking
vengeance on those who do not
know God, and on those who do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9These shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord and from the
glory of His power, 10when He
comes, in that Day, to be glorified in
His saints and to be admired among
all those who believe,

• The first time He came as a
servant – next time He will come
as sovereign.
• He came in humility – next time in
majesty and splendor.
• He came with no place to lay His
head (Mt 8:20) – next time He
takes possession of the earth.
• He came to “seek and save that
which was lost” (Lk 19:10) – next
time to “judge the living and the
dead” (2 Tim 4:1).
• He came as the sower – next time
as the reaper.

Before Jesus delivered the good
news, John the Baptist delivered
the bad news:
Mt 3:7 But when he saw many of
the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming to his baptism, he said to
them, “Brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath
to come?

Peter delivered the same “bad
news” as well:
2 Pet 3:7 But the heavens and the
earth which are now preserved by
the same word, are reserved for
fire until the day of judgment and
perdition of ungodly men.

1. Rev 14:14-20 speaks of the judgment coming to
the wicked upon the earth.
John describes the judgment using two metaphors:
• The grain harvest – 14-16 (the bowl judgments, ch. 6)
• The grape harvest – 17-20 (the Battle of Armageddon, ch. 19)

