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Acts 16:11-12 Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a
straight course to Samothrace, and the next day came to
Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is the foremost
city of that part of Macedonia, a colony. And we were
staying in that city for some days.
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Philippi was a Roman colony on
the far east end of the Ignatian
Way – the Roman road that ran
east to the Aegean Sea.
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Philippi was named after its
founder, Philip of Macedon
(father of Alexander the Great)

Philippi was near the
battleground where Mark
Antony and Octavian
(later became Emperor
Augustus during whose
reign Jesus was born)
had defeated the armies
of Cassius and Brutus
avenging the murder of
Julius Caesar
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Acts 16:6-10 Now when they had gone through Phrygia
and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy
Spirit to preach the word in Asia. 7After they had come to
Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not
permit them. 8So passing by Mysia, they came down to
Troas. 9And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man
of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come
over to Macedonia and help us.” 10Now after he had seen
the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia,
concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the
gospel to them.

1. The journey
Acts 16:11-12 Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a
straight course to Samothrace, and the next day came to
Neapolis,
“The voyage occupied two days only,
because the wind was with them. A
little later on, we shall find that this
same voyage occupied five days,
against a contrary wind. Sometimes
upon the King’s business, the wind is
with us, and sometimes it is against
us.”
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2. The job
Acts 16:12a and from there to Philippi, which is the
foremost city of that part of Macedonia, a colony.
“A Roman colony was founded by colonists sent immediately
from Rome; who marched in and took possession. Having
arrived, they reproduced Rome in miniature, that is, so far as its
government and habits of life were concerned. A colony
protected Rome on the frontiers of the empire. It was in
perpetual and close touch with Rome.” G. Campbell Morgan

“Such colonies promoted the Roman
way of life, gave Rome loyal bases
abroad, provided secure locations for
the military, and enabled Rome to
hold down the outlying areas. The
citizens who populated these colonies
were transplants of Rome, patriotic
and proud ambassadors of a way of
life. … What a magnificent concept of
the role of the Christian in this hostile
world. We are here to represent a
way of life and to represent an empire
not of this world.” John Phillips
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Phil 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we
also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,
The great Scottish theologian
and bible translator from the late
19th to the early 20th century
Scottish theologian and bible
translator
James
Moffat
translates that verse as “We are
a colony of heaven.”

Heb 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of
them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth.
Eph 2:19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of
the household of God,
1 Pet 1:1-2 To the
Galatia, Cappadocia,
the foreknowledge of
Spirit, for obedience
Christ:

pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus,
Asia, and Bithynia, 2elect according to
God the Father, in sanctification of the
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
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1 Pet 2:11-12 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the
soul, 12having your conduct honorable among the
Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers,
they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify
God in the day of visitation.
Jn 13:35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if
you have love for one another.”

3. The joy
Heb 11:14-16 For those who say such things declare
plainly that they seek a homeland. 15And truly if they had
called to mind that country from which they had come out,
they would have had opportunity to return. 16But now they
desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God
is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared
a city for them.
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“God never said that the journey
would be easy, but he did say
that the arrival would be
worthwhile. He may not do what
you want, but he will do what is
right – and best. He’s the Father
of forward motion. Trust Him. He
will get you home. And the trials
of the trip will be lost in the joys
of the feast.”
Max Lucado, Safe
Shepherd’s Arms
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