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The church’s job
& how it gets it done
Part 3: “The cultural mandate”

Matt 5:13-16 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses
its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing
but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14“You
are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be
hidden. 15Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket,
but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the
house. 16Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
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The basis of the church – Jesus
The business of the church – making disciples
The branches of the church – biblical & cultural
The balance of the church – equal emphasis

Fully Devoted Disciples (Mt 28:19-20)

The Church

The Foundation = Gospel (1 Cor 3:11 )
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Fully Devoted Disciples (Mt 28:19-20)

The Church

The Foundation = Gospel (1 Cor 3:11 )

• God’s Word is eternal
• God’s Word is righteous
• God’s Word blesses all
who obey it
• God’s Word condemns
all who disobey it.
The Church
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• Godʼs Word is eternal
• Godʼs Word is righteous
• Godʼs Word blesses all
who obey it
• Godʼs Word condemns
all who disobey it.
The Church

“Our Constitution was made
only for a moral and religious
people. It is wholly inadequate
to the government of any other.”
Charles Francis Adams, ed., The Works of John
Adams, Second President of the United States, vol. 9,
p. 229.
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“Our nation is quickly losing the
ability to espouse universal moral
values or to insist that such
standards
define
socially
acceptable and affirmed behavior.
The result is a vapid culture in
rapid decay, where behavior that
was considered reprehensible
just a couple of decades ago is
now
allowed,
and
even
applauded, in many culturedefining venues.

We are experiencing the tragic
moral trajectory Adams feared.
The populace is rapidly losing its
moral bearings and it has either
rejected Christianity and its moral
norms
outright,
denied
its
relevance, or relegated it to the
level of a self-help regimen. The
religion which dominated in
President Adams’ time has for too
many been replaced by a faith in
which
man
is
the
chief
beneficiary.
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God is invoked for the benefit of
the religious. What He desires of
people is secondary at best. For
many other Americans, yet
further adrift on the seas of moral
relativism, a Holy Trinity of
narcissism has emerged: ‘I,
Myself, and Me.’”
“Being Salt & Light in an Unsavory and Dark Age: The
Christian & Politics” by Richard Land and Barrett Duke

“If there is a decay of
conscience, the pulpit is
responsible for it. If the public
press
lacks
moral
discrimination, the pulpit is
responsible for it. If the church
is degenerate and worldly, the
pulpit is responsible for it. If
the world loses its interest in
religion,
the
pulpit
is
responsible for it.
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If Satan rules in our halls of
legislation, the pulpit is
responsible for it. If our
politics become so corrupt
that the very foundations of
our government are ready to
fall away, the pulpit is
responsible for it.”

“Politics are part of a religion in
such a country as this and
Christians must do their duty to
the country as a part of their
duty to God. Christians seem to
act as if they think God does not
see what they do in politics. But
I tell you He does see it, and He
will bless or curse this nation,
according
to
the
course
Christians take.”
“Lectures On Revivals of Religion,” Rev. Charles G.
Finney, Lecture XV, “Hindrances to Revivals.”
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“[We] failed to focus sharply on the
indispensable role of government in
preserving justice in a fallen
society. Essential as regenerative
forces are to transform the human
will, civil government remains
nonetheless
a
necessary
instrument to constrain human
beings – whatever their religious
predilections – to act justly, whether
they desire to do so or not.”
Carl F. H. Henry, Twilight of a Great Civilization: The Drift
Toward Neo- paganism, p. 167, 1988.

E. Y. Mullins, chairman of the
committee that produced the
1925
Baptist
Faith
and
Message:

“The Christian citizen is
commanded to render to
the state its just dues. He is
to perform faithfully his duty
to the state.” (Mt 22:21)
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Francis Schaeffer

“The evangelistic mission of the church is its most important
function. Winning hearts and minds is crucial. However,
both the Bible and history teach us that all men will not be
converted, all the converted will not live as they ought to,
and even faithful Christians find themselves in need of civil
guidance at times. Civil authority is designed by God to
meet these needs. … As those who have inherited the
spiritual responsibilities and obligations of our Christian
forebears, today’s Christians must fulfill their responsibilities
to act as salt and light in the nation’s political life.
Responsible stewardship and responsible citizenship allow
no other response.” Richard Land and Barrett Duke
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“In [Matt 5:13-16] the Lord
summarizes the function of
believers
in
the
world.
Reduced to one word, that
function is influence.”
John MacArthur

1. Why “salt” and “light”?
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Salt (NaCl) should
be poisonous
Sodium + Chloride

The main property of salt
is that it “retards decay.”
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Lot at Sodom
Noah
Elijah and the 7000
prophets

2 Thess 2:7 For the mystery
of lawlessness is already at
work; only He who now
restrains will do so until He is
taken out of the way.
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In His Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus does not
“suggest”
that
His
followers be salt, He
doesn’t
make
it
optional,
He
boldly
declares we “are” salt.

In his commentary on the Book of Matthew, Frederick
Bruner declares:

“Christians are, by the simple fact that they are
with Jesus, the salt of the earth. The Christian
ethic is an ethic of ‘become what you are’ rather
than the Greek or Confucian ethic of ‘become
what you should be.’”
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As salt, one of our jobs is to retard the
decay of our culture

The main property of light
is that it “reduces darkness.”
Believers are not a candle
waiting to be lit; we are the light.
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Jn 1:4-5 In Him was life,
and the life was the
light of men. 5And the
light shines in the
darkness,
and
the
darkness
did
not
overcome it.

Eph 5:8 For you were
once darkness, but now
you are light in the
Lord. Walk as children
of light
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1 Thess 5:5 You are all
sons of light and sons
of the day. We are not
of the night nor of
darkness.

2 Cor 4:4 whose minds
the god of this age has
blinded, who do not
believe, lest the light of
the gospel of the glory
of Christ, who is the
image of God, should
shine on them.

John Quincy Adams, 6th
President of U.S.:

“The greatest glory of the
American Revolution was
that it bound together in
one indissoluble bond the
principles of Christianity
and the principles of civil
government.”
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The Pulpit of the Revolution 1860:
“The true alliance between Politics
and Religion is the lesson inculcated
in this volume of Sermons, and
apparent in its title, The Pulpit of the
Revolution. It is the voice of the
Fathers of the Republic, enforced by
their example. They invoked God in
their civil assemblies, called upon
their chosen teachers of religion for
counsel from the Bible, and
recognized its precepts as the law of
their public conduct.

The Fathers did not divorce politics
and religion, but they denounced
the separation as ungodly. They
prepared for the struggle, and went
into battle, not as soldiers of
fortune, but, ... with the Word of
God in their hearts, and trusting
him. This was the secret of that
moral energy which sustained the
Republic in its material weakness
against superior numbers, and
discipline, and all the power of
England.

John Wingate Thornton

John Wingate Thornton
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The clergy were generally consulted by
the
civil
authorities;
and
not
infrequently the suggestions from the
pulpit on election days and other
special occasions, were enacted into
laws. The statue-book, the reflex of the
age, shows this influence. The state
was developed out of the church. The
annual ‘Election Sermon’ still bears
witness that our fathers ever began
their civil year and its responsibilities
with an appeal to Heaven, and
recognized Christian morality as the John Wingate Thornton
only basis of good laws.”

Gen 1:26-28, 2:21-25

Gen 9:5-6, Rom 13:1-7

Gen 12, Matt 16:18
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2. What do we do when the world
is hostile to our message?
Remain undeterred
Acts 20:24 But none of these
things move me; nor do I count
my life dear to myself, so that I
may finish my race with joy, and
the ministry which I received
from the Lord Jesus, to testify to
the gospel of the grace of God.

2. What do we do when the world
is hostile to our message?
Answer with gentleness
& respect
1 Pet 3:15 But in your hearts set
apart Christ as Lord. Always be
prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give
the reason for the hope that you
have.
But
do
this
with
gentleness and respect,
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3. What approach should we use in
being salt and light?
1 Cor 9:22-23 to the weak I became as weak, that I might
win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I
might by all means save some. 23Now this I do for the
gospel’s sake

“While our country remains
untainted with the principles and
manners
which
are
now
producing desolation in so many
parts of the world; while she
continues
sincere,
and
incapable of insidious and
impious policy, we shall have
the strongest reason to rejoice
in the local destination assigned
us by Providence.
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But should the people of America once
become capable of that deep simulation
towards one another, and towards foreign
nations, which assumes the language of
justice and moderation while it is
practicing iniquity and extravagance, and
displays in the most captivating manner
the charming pictures of candor,
frankness, and sincerity, while it is rioting
in rapine and insolence, this country will
be the most miserable habitation in the
world; because we have no government
armed with power capable of contending
with human passions unbridled by
morality and religion.” The Works of John Adams, 228-29.
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