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The church’s job
& how it gets it done
Part 2: “The biblical mandate”

Mt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades
shall not prevail against it.
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“There are some today who say that
the church is on her way out. They
are absolutely correct. Jesus has
called the church out of this world
and then has sent it back into the
world to witness. Soon He's coming
to take it out of this world all
together at His second coming.
Thank God the church is on it's way
out, up, and on forever.

But, the problem today is you can
join churches easier than you can
join some social organizations. The
church today has become some sort
of institution where anybody can get
in and where no one ever has to get
out. Unfortunately, what began as a
sheepfold has become a zoo. In
contrast, the true church is made of
those who are born again and who
profess that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of the Living God and are
changed radically and dramatically
for all eternity by the new birth.”
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The basis of the church – Jesus
The business of the church – making disciples
The branches of the church – biblical & cultural
The balance of the church – equal emphasis	
  

Fully Devoted Disciples (Mt 28:19-20)

The Church

The Foundation = Gospel (1 Cor 3:11 )
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Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
2 Tim 3:16-17 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, 17that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

“[T]he Bible is not a book that men could write if they
would, nor would write if they could”
L.S. Chafer & John Walvoord, Major Bible Themes

“To understand the part of the Bible you donʼt understand
is to obey the part you do understand, and before long
you’ll begin to understand what you didn‘t understand.
Understand?” Adrian Rogers
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The greatest passage in the Bible about the Bible is
also the longest chapter of the Bible: Psalm 119
• Psalms 119 is an Acrostic Psalm
• Its 176 verses are divided into twenty-two 8 verse stanzas
(octonaries) – one stanza for each letter of the Hebrew
alphabet; the first word of each verse begins with the letter it
represents
• In Jesus' day, the first portion of scripture children were
taught to memorize was Psalm 119

A Hasidic Jew reading
Ps 119 at the Wailing Wall
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The biblical mandate is critical because:

1. Godʼs Word is eternal
Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven.90 Your faithfulness
endures to all generations; You established the earth, and it abides.
89

Concerning Your testimonies, I have known of old that You have
founded them forever.
152

The entirety of Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous
judgments endures forever.
160

2. Godʼs Word is righteous
137

Righteous are You, O Lord, And upright are Your judgments. …

My tongue shall speak of Your word, for all Your commandments
are righteousness.
172
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3. Godʼs Word blesses all who obey it
Ps 119:1-3,72,103,127 Blessed are the undefiled in the way, Who walk in

the law of the Lord! 2 Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, who
seek Him with the whole heart! 3 They also do no iniquity; they walk in
His ways. 4 You have commanded us To keep Your precepts diligently. …
72 The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of coins of gold
and silver. … 103 How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than
honey to my mouth! … 127 Therefore I love Your commandments More
than gold, yes, than fine gold!

•

It keeps believers undefiled before God

How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to
Your word. …
9

Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.
…
11

• It keeps believers from being ashamed before
the world
6 Then

I would not be ashamed, when I look into all Your
commandments.

9	
  

2/5/17	
  

It causes praise in the human heart

•

I will praise You with uprightness of heart, when I learn Your righteous
judgments. …
7

• It is the source of sound knowledge
66

…

Teach me good judgment and knowledge, for I believe Your commandments.

I have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are my
meditation. 100 I understand more than the ancients, because I keep Your
precepts.
99

• It provides direction for life
105

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may learn Your
statutes.
71

• It provides a place of security and safety
114

You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in Your word. …

Great peace have those who love Your law, And nothing causes them to
stumble.
165
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4. Godʼs Word condemns all who disobey it.
You rebuke the proud—the cursed, who stray from Your
commandments.
21

You reject all those who stray from Your statutes, for their deceit is
falsehood. 119 You put away all the wicked of the earth like dross;
therefore I love Your testimonies. 120 My flesh trembles for fear of You,
and I am afraid of Your judgments.
118

155
156

Salvation is far from the wicked, for they do not seek Your statutes.
Great are Your tender mercies, O Lord;

Mk 8:38 For whoever is
ashamed of Me and My words
in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him the Son of
Man also will be ashamed
when He comes in the glory of
His Father with the holy
angels.
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