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Resolving conflict God’s way

So, how do we resolve
conflict God’s way
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Acts 15:1-3 And certain men came down from Judea and
taught the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”
2Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small
dissension and dispute with them, they determined that
Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go
up to Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, about this
question.

Gal 2:11-13 Now when Peter had
come to Antioch, I withstood him
to his face, because he was to be
blamed; 12for before certain men
came from James, he would eat
with the Gentiles; but when they
came, he withdrew and separated
himself, fearing those who were
of the circumcision. 13And the rest
of the Jews also played the
hypocrite with him, so that even
Barnabas was carried away with
their hypocrisy.
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“This was Satan’s answer to Paul’s
evangelism: paralyze the church
with inward strife, direct all energy
against other believers, put the
church on the defensive, and keep it
squabbling. It is significant that we
have no record at this time of further
plans for missionary activity and no
record of souls being saved at
Antioch. Evangelism had come to a
halt. Controversy is one of the
enemy’s favorite tactics against the
church.” John Phillips

Mt 18:15-17 “Moreover if your brother
sins against you, go and tell him his
fault between you and him alone. If
he hears you, you have gained your
brother. 16But if he will not hear, take
with you one or two more, that ‘by the
mouth of two or three witnesses
every word may be established.’
17And if he refuses to hear them, tell
it to the church. But if he refuses
even to hear the church, let him be to
you like a heathen and a tax
collector.
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1. Consider the difficulty
Acts 15:6 Now the apostles and elders came together to
consider this matter.

“There can be little doubt that it was a fateful day for
the future of Christianity. Failure to reach the right
decision would forever split the church or else reduce it
to the status of a Jewish cult. No doubt the apostles
themselves were awed by the responsibility that rested
on their shoulders. There could be no frivolous or light
decision. Although all of them were somewhat awed
by Paul, at the same time they were likely to be
intimidated by the considerable and vocal segment of
legalizers in the church. The opinion of James would
ultimately be crucial to the entire debate – and James
was inclined to be a legalist.” John Phillips
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• Listen to witnesses
Acts 15:7-9 And when there had been much dispute, Peter
rose up and said to them: “Men and brethren, you know that a
good while ago God chose among us, that by my mouth the
Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8So
God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by giving
them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, 9and made no
distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by
faith.
Acts 15:12 Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to
Barnabas and Paul declaring how many miracles and
wonders God had worked through them among the Gentiles.

Mt 18:16 ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word may be established.’ (Deut 19:15)
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• Listen to reason
Acts 15:10-11 Now therefore, why do you test God by
putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our
fathers nor we were able to bear? 11But we believe that
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be
saved in the same manner as they.”
Mt 11:29-30 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for
I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. 30For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

• Listen to Scripture
Acts 15:13-15 And after they had become silent, James
answered, saying, “Men and brethren, listen to me: 14Simon
has declared how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take
out of them a people for His name. 15And with this the words of
the prophets agree, just as it is written: [Amos 9:11-12]
Jn 17:17 Your Word is truth
2 Tim 3:16-17 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, 17that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
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• Listen to leadership/wisdom
Acts 15:19-20 Therefore I judge that we should not trouble
those from among the Gentiles who are turning to God, 20but
that we write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols,
from sexual immorality, from things strangled, and from blood.
Acts 6:3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven
men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom,
whom we may appoint over this business;
Ps 37:30 The mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom, and his
tongue talks of justice.
Prov 10:31 The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom,

2. Consent to the decision
Acts 15:22 Then it pleased the apostles and elders,
with the whole church,
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“In this first assembly, and in
subsequent discussions, there
were very many differences,
and some touch, perhaps, of
bitterness. Yet at last, there
came a great and holy and
wonderful moment, when that
assembly of Christian believers,
with different opinions, after
discussion, based upon a
master-principle, were able to
say, ‘It seemed good to the Holy
Spirit, and to us.’

The
decision
was
characterized by unanimity. It
was the expression of the
conviction of the apostles and
the elders and the Church; and
the secret of the unanimity was
that of the presidency of the
Holy Spirit in the assembly.”
G. Campbell Morgan
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Eph 4:1-3 … walk worthy of the calling with which
you were called, 2with all lowliness and
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one
another in love, 3endeavoring to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace.

3. Communicate the decision
Acts 15:22-23 Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with
the whole church, to send chosen men of their own
company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely,
Judas who was also named Barsabas, and Silas, leading
men among the brethren. 23They wrote this, letter by them:
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• Confront them privately
“go and tell him his fault between you and him alone”

• Confront them with witnesses
“take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or
three witnesses every word may be established’”

• Confront them publicly
“tell it to the church”

But, what if those steps do not work?
“But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to
you like a heathen and a tax collector”
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Rom 12:18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you,
live peaceably with all men.
12:17,19-21 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for
good things in the sight of all men. … 19Beloved, do not
avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is
written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.
20Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is
thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap coals
of fire on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.
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